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P R E F A C K . 



The Executive Cominittee of the PiuteatLut Episcopal Historical Society liave, 
at lnTigth, ihe pleasure of presenting to its members the first volume of its col- 
lections. 

That it has not sooner appeared is lesstlie tiult of the Committee than of some 
of the members of the Society. The foimei adopted as a rule, to which tfiey 
have inflexibly adhered, to contract no debt which they had not the means of 
paying at any moment when it might bo demandei Hence they were unwilling 
to print until they had funds in hand to pay for the worlt. Some of tlie members, 
from inattention, delayed their payments for a time, and the Committee waited 
to receive them. The voiome is as large as (heir means enabled them to 

The Committee indulge the hope that it will not, in its contents, disappoint the 
reasonable expectations of the Society. It will be found to present the record 
of past events only ; interesting, aa they hope and believe, to all the members of 
the Church alike. It is made up of the early documents themselves, with but 
two exceptions. Those two consist merely of a condensed summary of the facts 
connected with two past events of historical interest to churehmen (occurring in 
colonial times), chronologically arranged, and embodying the substance of many 
scattered documents. These two were prepared by two members of the publishing 
Committee. Nearly the whole of the boolt consists of that which has never 
before been published, and a part of it presents probably the beat history extant 
of the earliest labors in America of the venerable Society for Propagating the 
Gospel. 

The book will afford to the members of the Church a specimen of the general 
nature of the materials, which (shonld the Society be sustained) will compose the 
future volumes of the series. The material^nt the disposal of the Committee are 
abundant enough for many such volumes aa this; and some of them are of deep 
interest, and indeed iniporfance to the Church. To Churchmen, therefore, we 
must look for support. The historical student or antiquaiy who is not a church- 
man, may here and there be found to attach a value to such a publication as oura ; 
but the number of such is not large, and, therefore, our support must be derived 
from Protestant Episcopalians, alive to the importance of preserving the documen- 
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lary history of fheir portion of the Church of Christ, Our subscription list of 
members ia at present small j it conaists of but little more than three handred 
names ; but among those are to be found that of every bishop, as well aa thoae of 
many of the oldest and most influential clergy. Had the Society some twelve or 
fifteen hundred members, the Committee would pledge themaelvea to publish 
annually four voluraea like the present, to a copy of which each member would 
be entitled by virtue of his annual payment of two dollars. 

The present members of the Society are, for the moat part, derived from the 
ranks of the clergy. The laity have not yet had their attention drawn to the 
subject; and, in fact, most of them are probably ignorant of the existence of the 
Society. The Executive Committee would, therefore, respectfully solicit the 
co-operation of the conductors of Church periodicals, in making known to the 
laity tJie plans and purposes of the Society ; and would ask also for the efficient 
aid of our numerous parochial clergy, in causing the Society to be known in Iheir 
respective congregations. If each clergyman would procure bnt a few lay 
members, the Society might pursue its work on a larger scale, and more than 
repay to every member the amount of his annual subscription. 

The Committee deem it proper to say that tlie management of the affairs of the 
Society costs nothing. It has no paid agent, and the services of every officer are 
grataitooBly rendered. 

It only remains to add that the following gentlemen compose the Pnblishing 
Committee who have prepared the present volume: 

Rev. F. L. Hawks, D.D., LL.D. I Rev. Bbmj. Peanklin. 

Rev. Wm. B. Stevebs, D.D. RmiERT Bolton, Jr. 

Rev. W. I. Kip, D.D. | Geo. L. Duyckikck. 
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KEITH AND TALBOT, 



Tbb Society fob PitopAGATise the Gospel in Fobeigs Parts was 
established in England, by charter, bearing date the IBth day of June, llOl. 

One of the flcst acta of the Society ivaa to send to the English Colonies on 
this continent a missionary to make personal examination, by travelling over 
the then several governments of British America that now constitute a part 
of the United States. 

The individual selected was the Rev. George Keith, whose Journal is here- 
after presented, and of whom a slight sketch will form a suitable introduction 
to the record of his labors. 

George Keith was bom at Aberdeen, in Scotiand ; not, however, of Quaker 
parents. At what time he became a member of the Society of Friends, we have 
not been able to discover. He was possessed of learning, having been very well 
educated, and his talents were of a high order. His mind was acute and 
logical, and his temper fearless. In truth, the greatest defects in his character 
resulted from the indulgence of his temper. He was irritable and overbearing 
at tim^, and his language was not always regulated by Christian gentleness. 
He was, however, we think, honest in avowing and following the convictions 
of his understanding, but we fear be can scarcely be said to have been an 
amiable man, inasmuch as he freqnentiy appears to have courted rather than 
shunned controversy. 

The first account we have of his appearing in this country, places him in 
East Jersey in 1682. He was then a Quaker and held the office of surveyor 
general. In 1689 he removed to Philadelphia, on the invitation of some 
wealthy families, who desired him to become tutor to their children. He 
discharged the duties of this situation iaithfully and skilfully. He also (as old 
Gerard Croese informs us) " at the same time exercising his preaching faculty 
amoiig an unlearned and ignorant company of people, as for the most part 
their preachers were, excelled them all, appearing as a bright luminary, and 
outshining all the rest of that order among them ; and by his opportune 
diligence and industry in all the parts of his ministerial office, ho rendered 
himself beloved of them all, especially the more inferior sort of people." 
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Koitli became a writer as early as the year 1666. His fii'st productions 
were all in favor of the Quakem. His zeal led him with a fearless spirit to 
cast himself into the very midst of those among whom he well knew Quaker- 
ism had reaped what it deemed a glorious martyrdom. He here boldly 
threw down the gauntlet, and challenged to theolt^cal combat the chosen 
champions of Puritanism. He thus commenced hb "Solemn call and warning 
from the Lord to the people of New England to repent." 

" The burden of tbe word of the Lord that came unto me on tbe twenty- 
first day of the fourth month, 1688, in the town of Boston, in New England, 
to declare it unto Boston and its inhabitants, and to the iahabitanfs of New 
England," &c. A copy of this he posted in the most conspicuous place in the 
town, and followed it by a letter addressed to " James Ailen, Joshua Moody, 
Samuel Willard, Cotton Mather, called preachers in Boston." 

In this he charged them with preaching false doctrine, and challenged them 
to public disputation. Their answer is charactariatic of men who felt their 
power, and at tbe same tame resented the insult offered to their dignity, 

" Having received a blasphemous and heretical paper, subscribed by one 
Geoige Keith, our answer to it and him is, if be desires conference to instruct 
us, let him give us his arguments in writing, as well as his assertions ; if to 
inform kintself, let him write bis doubts ; if to cavil and disturb the peace of 
«ijr churches (whicb we have cause to suspect) we have neither list nor leisure 
to attend his motions ; if he would have a public audience, let him print ; if 
a private discourse, though he may know where we dwell, yet we forget not 
what the apostle John saith, Epis. 2, 10th verse." * 

To this Keith was not backward in preparing a reply in tbe shape of 
another letter more severe than tbe first, and as if the present controveisy 
were not enough, he turns to the past and evokes new elements of contention 
in "a brief answer to some gross abuses, lies, and slanders, published some 
years ago by Increase Mather, late teacher of a churcli at Boston, in New 
England, in hie book called. An essay for the recording of illustiious provi- 
dences, &c, and by Natb. Morton in his book called New England's 
Memorial." 

In 16&1 .Keitli was again in Penusylvania, and now commenced his dispute 
with the Quakers, which ended in his separation from them, after having been 
.a preacher amoEg tbem for twenty-eight yeara. The Quaker writers charge 
him with ambition and desire to assume undue authority, under a mistaken 
impression of his own influence. It is, however, but just to Keitb to say, that 
be denied this, .and charged his adversaries with a departure fi'om the 
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original iJoctrines held by the society. Witiiout entering into the particulars 
of the controversy, suffice it to say that twenty-^ight leading members issued 
against him what they called " A testimony of disownment," in 1693. Keith 
repaid this with a similar fesHmony against the twenty-eight, signed by 
himself and a " considerahle party," including "some wealthy and influential 
members of the society," who adhered to him. Keith and his friends were 
called Christiatt Quakers ; he charged his opponents with Deism, 

Soon after this, in 1694, he went to England and was there admitted to holy 
orders in the established church. 

In April, 1102, he sailed for America on a mission of observation, and the 
Journal which foUowa commences with this voyage. In August, 1704, he 
reached England and became reefOT of Edburton, in Susses, where he ended 
his days. 

The authoritJes for the above sketeb are General History of the Quakers, by 
Gterard Croese, Proud's Penuaylvania, Keith's churches in New England 
brought to the test, Keith's Journal, Allen's Biographical Dictionary, Gordon's 
Pennsylvania, Keview of Bishop Doane's Sermon at the Consecration of 
SL Mary's Church, Burlington, December 23d, 1834. 

As a suitable intooduetion to the official report by Mr. Keith, contained in 
his " Journal," tiie publishing committee have prefixed (hereto several docu- 
ments hitherto unpublished, and consisting principally of letters written by 
Mr, Keith and his companion, the Eev. Mr, Talbot, furnishing a very full 
account of the general aspect of tlie colonies in a religious point of view, and 
together with the detailed report in the " Journal " itself, affording probably 
the most complete picture that can now be obtained of the precise condition 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in America when the venerable soaety 
here commenced its labors. 



B rise to the measures which ended 
in the appointment of Mr, Keith as the first missionary of the Society to 
America. 

A Letter from Mr. George Keith to the Secretary of the VemrvhU Society 
about the State of Quakerism in North Amerka. 

" Worthy Sia :— 

" According to your desire I send you this short Memorial 
of the State of Religion in such parts of North America where I have 
travelled, and which I can give of my own knowledge, especialiy in relation 
to Quakerism and some other things by letters from my friends there. 
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" In Pennsylvania, when I came to live there, which was in tho year 1688, 
hy the number of men and women that used to come to the yearly meetings 
from the several parts of that province, and from the West and East Jerseys, 
we did commonly reckon there might he at least fifteen hundred Quakers, 
two hundred of which might perhaps belong to the West and East Jerseys. 

"After the breach that began in the year 1691, betwixt a party of Quaketa 
that joined with me in opposing some of their errors (especially their notion 
of the sufBciency of the light within every man to salvation without anything 
else) and another Party that joyned with Thomas Lloyd then Deputy Gover- 
nor of Pennsylvania and a great Preacher among the Quakers, all the 
Meetings in those Provincea abovementioned were broken, and they set up 
Separate Meetings one from another, on the account of different Principles of 
Religion (especially in relation to the notion aforesaid of the SufBciency of the 
light within, without any thing else, which I and my Friends judged a plain 
opposition to Christianity, and an Establishing of Deism in its place) so that 
when I came from Pennsylvania to England, which was in the year 1694, 1 
left behind me fourteen or fifteen Meetings in Pennsylvania, West and East 
Jerseys, that met apart from the Quakers (on the account of their opposition 
to their Errors) to the number of above Kve hundred persona. 

" Snce there hath been a Church of England Congregation set up at 
Philadelphia, the Cliief Town in Pennsylvania, a considerable number of those 
that did come off with me on the account of the Quakers Errors are joyned 
with the Church of England, both Men and Women of good account, and 
others of them keep up their Separate Meetings, particularly one at Phila- 
delphia, and some of them have joyned themselves with the Anabaptists in 
those Parts, as I have had parlicuSai- Information by lettem from my friends 
there, year after year. 

" It would be of great seirice, as I judge, if one or two more Church of 
England Ministers were sent to Pennsylvania ; it is not to be doubted, but th.8y 
would not only get hearers, but such as would join with them to make up 
Congregations, one whereof might be at New Castle, which is forty miles 
below Philadelphia, by the River Delaware, the other at the Falls by tlie same 
River, about thirty miles above it. 

" la West Jersey that lyes on the east side of Delaware Eivw, I have 
several fiiersda that joyned with me in the Separation from the Quakers, 
especially about Croswicks, which is about Fifteen or Sixteen miles from 
Burlington (the chief Town in West Jersey lying by Delaware River); if a 
Church of England Minister were sent thither it is not to be doubted but he 
would be received and ioyned with, both by some of my friends and some 
other sober persons. The most proper place to set up a Church would be 
at Burlington, and another at Croswicks aboveraentioned. 

"In &st Jersey I have several friends that came off with me in the 
Separation from the Quakers, and so continue, and as I have been informed 
by a worthy gentleman, Colonel Morris, formerly my scholar, who has a 
family and a good estate in that Province, and is now in London, (being lately 
come from i&at Jersey, who knows my friends there) they are well prepared 
to receive a Church of England Minister among them, and it is not to be 
doubted but he would have several other persons to joyn with him to set up 
a Church GongTegatlMi ; the fittest places to set up a Church Congregation 
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are AmTwy inrl the Falls in Shrewsbury, near where Colonel Mon'is baa bis 
house anl estate for though Amboy has few Inhabitants, yet People would 
come to it from Wuodbiidge and other places thereabouts. 

" The ppople ot E'kst Jersey who are not Quakers, are generally Indepen- 
denfa, ba^^ng onginally come from New England, but the young generation 
might easily be bi'ought off to the Church, if they have any Church set up 
among them. 

" East Jersey has six or seven considerable Towns in it, as Shrewsbury, 
Middletown, Woodbridge, Pisoataway, Elizabeth and Newark Town ; the 
Inhabitants, generally all English that oaiae onginally from New England, 
about Thirty years ago ; and Bergen, inhabited generally with Dutch, ali 
Calvinists who have a Dutch Minister. 

" There is not one Church of England as yet in either West or East Jersey, 
Ihe more is the pity; and escept in Two or Three Towns there is no face of 
any public woi-ship of any sort, but People live very mean like Indidus. In 
New York there are but few Qnakers, and some that were, are come off and 

joyned with the Church there. One Mra. , a friend of mine, is lately 

deceased, but before her death, was baptized, and liad the Lord's Supper 
administered to her, and got her Children baptized, whereof I had a late 
Account in a letter from one of my friends there, now a zealous Churchman. 

" In Long Island there are not many Quakers ; it is a great placa and has 
many luhabitsHife, English and Dutch ; the Dutch are Calvinisfa and have 
some Oalvinistical Congregations ; the English some of them Independents, 
but many of them no Eeligion, but like Wild Indians ; there is no Church of 
England in all Long Island, nor in all that great Continent of New York 
Province, except at New York Town. 

"The places where the Quakers have their greatest Meeting in Long Island 
are Flushing and Oyster Bay, in both which places I have been several times 



" In Eoad Island where I have been several times, there are many Quakers 
and Anabaptists, but never had a Church of England until of late. 

" In all the Continent of New England there is no Church of England I 
think, but at Boston, I have ti'avelled through much of it, but never heaj'd of 
any but that one. Few Quakers are at Boston, There are some at Skod- 
wich, some at Piscataway and other scattered Places, but very few. 

" It seems a good expedient to me that such Ministers as go over into these 
parts that I have named, should not constantly reside in one place at present, 
but preach at several places through the whole Province, which they may 
safely now travel through from one end to another, with little chai-ge or 
diEBculty. 

" And that a considerable number of little books, such as the Pastoral 
Letter, and those ^;ftinst Swearing, Drunkenness, and Sabbath breaking were 
sent to be spread among them. And if a little book were printed by some 
able man, to show the sin of Schism, to persuade to the Communion of the 
Church of England, and sent among them, it would be of good service. 

" Worthy Sir, 

" Your hnmble servant, 

" GnojiGB Kbjth." 
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For the more perfect iinderstanduig of tiie relation of Mr. Keith's missionary 
Iftlxirs, we liere insert a general view of the state of feligion in the colonies 
about the time of his visit. 

An Account of the State of Religion in the English Plantations in JVorlh 
America, by Col. Dudley, Governor of New Engla'nd, 

'fhe Plantations on tha Shore of America as they lye from South to North 
may be thua accounted : 



1 Souls, will admit and support 
3 thousand Soula, alike three Ministers, and both 

Virginia, Forty thousand Souls, was by the Lord Culpepper divided into 
about Forty Parishes with an latablished Maintenance by Act of Assembly, 
but are not fully supplj'd, and the Maintenance hurt by disuse, but will 
be always encouraged by Colonel Kicholson the present Governor. 

Marylanb, Twenty five thousand Souls in twenty six parishes, I suppose 
well supply'd by the care of Dr. Bray. 

PsNaiLVAurA and the Lower Counties annext. Fifteen thousand Souls, 
will well support Four Ministers;, one at Philadelphia, and one in each 
County, with dependant Schools upon each. 

Wbst Jbssev, Two thousand Soula most Quakers, may yet have one 
Minister, at present, supportetl from England. 

East Jehsby Six thousand Souls in about Seven Towns and Parishes, roay 
at present support Two Ministers, the rest being Dissenters. 

CoNNKCTicor, Thirty thousand Souls, about thirty three Towns, all Dissen- 
ters, supply'd with Ministers and Schools of their own persuasion. 

Naragansbt or Kings Province, Three thousand Souls, without any Minis- 
try or public form of Rehgion, may have two Ministers, and might well 
Support them. 

Road Tsland and Providence Plantations, Five thousand Souls in Seven 
Towns, at present nnder a Quaker Gtovernnieiit ; but might have Two Minis- 
ters and Schoolmasters, at first subsisted from hence, at least one of them. 

Massachusetts or New England, Seventy thousand Souls, in Seventy 
Towns, all Dissenters, that have Ministers and Schools of their own persuasion, 
except one Congregation of the Church of England at Boston, where there are 
two Ministers. 

New Hampshire, Three thousand Souls in Six Towns, all Di^enters, that 
have Ministers and Schools of their own persuasion. 

Province of Mayn, Two thousand Souls in Six Towns (the rest of that 
great Province being in ten years past wasted and driven off by the Indians) 
are all Dissenters, and have Ministers and Schools of their own. 
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In tbe three last Colonies and Connecticut, by an early law providing for 
Ministers and Schoolmasters, I am of opinion there are no Children to be 
found of ten years old, that do not read well, nor men of Twenty that do not 
write tolerably. 

The Ministers to be sent from England to any of the abovasaid Colonies, 
must be men of good learning, sound morals, and shouid not be very young ; 
and where there is not tbe view of a good support from their hearers, must be 
supplied from hence that they be not in Contempt, but may be well provided 
for in those parts where the Governments are immediately dependant upon 
the Crown and Government of England, 

After Mr. Keith came over, and had made a survey of the field before him, 
he, in conjunction with the few clergymen then in the northern part of the 
country (with the exception of the two or three in New England), made the 
following statement, designed for the Venerable Society. It contains no details 
of Mr. Xeilh'a journeyings or labora, as Bet forth in his Journal ; but is never- 
theless valuable as contributing to a picture of the religion of the tjm^ as 
viewed by the eyes of churchmen. 

An Account of the State of the Church in North America, hij Mr. George 
Keith and Others. 

A Brief account of the State of tbe Church in the Ameiican parts, hereafter 
mentioned, and a scheme of such proper and expedient ways and methods 
as we humbly Conceive by the blessing of God, may be useful to the I'educing 
the main body of the Dissenters of all sorts to y' Church of England, by way 
of Question and Answer. 

f England is, as by Law Established 

Pbhsilvakia, — There is no Church or School established by any Law in 
the Province, neverthelcEs in Philadelphia (the Chief Town in Pensilvania) 
there is one Church consisting of a large CongregatJon, having Mr. Evans for 
their Minister, and Mr. Thomas his Assistant, with three Congregations in 
the Country, via. Chester, Kadner (being a Welch Church), and Oxford, 
which are supplied only in the week days by the said Ministers, 

West New Jrksby. — There is no Church or School established by Law of 
the Province. 

East New jERaEv, — There are eight English Towns, and two Dutch, but 
neither Church or School established by any Law. 

Kbw" Yokk, — There are some Counties, five of which are inhabited by 
Dutch, and those of Dutch extraction, viz. Albany, Ulster, Dutchess, Orange, 
and King's County, in which the Church and Church of England Schools 
have cot yet been settled, but the Presence of the present Governor of that 
Province, his Excellency the Lord Cornbury, has mightily influenced many of 
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the people of the siud CoiinlJcs to desii'e that Church of England Mlniatere 
and Schoolmasters may be sent amongst them, particularly Albany repre- 
sentatives have desired his Lordship that an English Schoolmaster might be 
established in that county, and some of the Inhabitants of Ulster County 
passionately desire a Church of England Minister; Suffolk County is tlis only 
English County without a legal Establish nient of a Church of England 
Minister ; for in y° County of West Chester, Queen's County, Richmond, and 
New York County, the Church is Established by Law, this Province, though 
it hath a great number of Inhabitants, could never yet obtiun a publicli legally 
Established School. 

Hew England. — There is no Church, nor Church of England School 
established by Law in all the Colonies Eastward of the Province of New York, 
viz. Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth and New 
Hampshire, except at Boston, where there is one Church of England, consist- 
ing of a large CongregatJon, having two Ministers, Mr. Myles and Mr. Bridge, 
and one in Khode Island consisting of a large Congregation and one Minister, 
viz. Mr. Lockier Loekyer], and another in Braintry which has no Minister, 

How Minist^irs and Schoolmasters are maintfuned ! 

Philaoblpria. — The two Ministers are mwnt^ned by the Voluntary 
subscriptions of the Congregation, and the constant munificence of his Excel- 
lency Col. Nicholson, Governor of Virginia. 

Jbrsets. — In the West and East New Jerseys, there is neither Minister 
nor maintenance. 

New Yobk. — A Provision is made by Law for six Ministers, viz : in the 
City and County of New York £100 per annum of the money of this province, 
for one Minister ; In Queens County on Nassau Island £120 per annum for 
two Ministers to be equally divided betwixt them ; £40 per annum for one 
Minister in the County of Richmond ; in West Chester County a maintenance 
for two Ministers, via. £60 for each, besides her Majesty allows £130 per 
annum for the maintenance of the Chaplain of the Forces. There is yet no 
provision for Schoolmasters madebyLaw,thoughby the zealous Recommenda- 
tion of the Lord Cornhury to the general Assembly, a l^al maintenance is 
undoubtedly expected, and till then the Church of England Scbootraaster in 
the County of New York as heretofore, will be supported by the Voluntary 
Contributions of those whose children are instructed by him ; notwithstanding 
it is humbly conceived that an annual Pension from England for the Support 
and farther encouragement of some Ministers and Schoolmasters in poor 
T'owns will be of great use and service to the Church, 

Boston. — Mr. Myles is maintained by the Contribution of the Church and 
Mr. Bridge out of her Majesty's Treasury in England. 

Rhode Island.— Mr. Lockier, the Minister, is maintained partly by the 
Contributions of the people, and partly by a Supply from England. 

Wliat Number of Churches, Schools and Ministers ? 

As for Pensilvania, Jerseys and New England this is answered already 
ut supra. 
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New Tobk. — There are in this Province one Chapel and four Churches, 
viz. one Chapel in Fort William Henry, two Churches in Queens County, one 
in the County of West Chester, and one large Chufch in the City of New 
York, founded Anno Domini, 1695, and erected by the charitable Contribu- 
tions of many well disposed persons, especially the generous donations of his 
Excellency Col, Nicholson, Governor of Virginia, and Col. Fletcher, late 
Governor of New York. 

The Reverend Mr. Edmund Moll, is Chaplain to the Fort and Foi'ces ; Mr. 
Bartow, Rector of West Chester County ; Mr. Vesey, Rector of New 
York ; the Reverend Mr, Gordon, late Rector of Queens County, who to the 
grief of all good men is removed by Death. 

No School house yet erected in this Province. 

How the People are inclined to promote them? 

Philadelphia. — The English Congregation is very forwai'd to encourage 
and [tromote the Interest of the Church of England ; as for the congregations 
of the County, being lately reduced from Quakei'isra, they are veiy averse 
from a Maintenance and therefore the Ministers of Philadelphia freely serve 
the Cures, 

E^sT AHD West Jbesbt. — There is a considerable number of People that 
were formerly Quakers, and other Dissenters in a good disposition to embrace 
Communion wiUi the Church, but not so forward to contribute to the Main- 
tenance of those who dischai^e these offices, wherewith God ia served by his 
Church, 

New York. — In all these Counties where the Church is established by the 
law of this Province, the People generally are in a readiness io embrace the 
Doctrines and Worship of the Church, and to Encourage Free Schools. 

New Esolabd. — In Swansey, Naraganset, Seconet, Braintiy, Salem, 
Ipswich, and Piscataway, there are several hundreds of People in those and 
other places of New England, desirous of Church of England Ministers among 
them, a considerable Number of which in Swansey and Seconet have already 
petitioned the Lord Bishop of London for two Ministers, 

What Number of them are of the Church of England and in what Places ? 

In Phuadelphia and the adjacent places by a modest Computation, there 
seems to be 1 or 800, the number being considerably increased since the 
arrival of the two present Ministers. 

East and West Jbebbys, lit supra in the 4th Question. 

New Yobk. — That large Church is now thronged, and the Congregation 
daily increasing, by an addition of Dutch and French, as well as English 
People, also in other Counties of this Province, the number of those who are 
earnestjy desirous of a Church Minister is very considerable, though at present 
the exact number cannot be known. 

New England, ut supra in the 1st Question. 

What hopes there are to bring more over, and by what ways and moans ? 

In Pbnsilvania, the West and East Jeeseys, and the several Colonies of 
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I^EW Ehglabo, there are great hopes, were there a considcrahle number of 
pious, learned clerks, well versed in the controversiea hetween the Church and 
the Brethren of the Separation, speedily sent over and supported by England 
and by maintenance, and as for the ways and means, we humbly conceive, 
(iat if the Queen, the Lord Chancellor, the Arch Bishops, Bishops, Collegiate 
Churches, and Universities, would be pleased to present as many pions and 
learned Ministers, as are needful, to livings, as they fall, of £200 per annum, 
at least, upon condition that they come to the aforessud places, to preach the 
Gospel for such time as their Graces and Lordships shall soe arrange. 

That if a competent portion of the Tyth may be reserved for the supply of 
the Cures, and the residue sent Yearly to supply the Missionaries ; witb sub- 
mission, we beheve that this would effectually contribute to the Proselyting, 
the main body of the Dissenting People, to their Ancient Mother, the Church; 
or if this Method be not bo agreeable to the persona above mentioned, it is 
humbly su^ested that until the fund to be raised by that Woble and Illus- 
trious Society, for the Propagating of Christian Faith, in these Parts, be able 
to answer the chaise of their great and pious undertaking, that their Lord- 
ships would be pleased to contiive how the profits of such Sme Cures, as are in 
the Queen's and their Lordship's gifts may be sequestred as they fall, for the 
supply of the Missionaiies ; and it is humbly prayed that a remarkable 
encouragement may be given to such as will undertake the study of the 
Indian languages in order to their Conversion ; and that above all, a Suffra- 
gan Bishop may b<! sent over for the Confirming the Baptized, and ^ving 
orders to such as are wiUing and well qualified to receive them, there being a 
considerable number of actual preachers and others of New England education 
well disposed to serve in the Ministry. 

New Tobk. — If proper methods be speedily taken, we have reasonable 
hopes that the English Counties of that Province will be easily reeoneiled to 
the Church, as to ways and means, by sending a pious and learned Clergy 
among them as aforesaid: again that in the small Towns the Ministers have 
directions and Encouragement given them to officiate as Ministers and School- 
masters, than which a more effectual way cannot be taken 'to establish the 
Church on the Sure and lasting foundations of Truth and Peace. 

And as to the Dutch Counties and Towns in the Province it would be of 
admirable Service to send such Dutch Ministei-s to their Vacant Counties and 
Towns, especially forthwith one to Kings County, now destitute, ordained by 
the Bishop of London, with whom they would as readily comply as if they 
were Ministers of their own persuasion. 

"What opposition and Disconragement the Church of England meete with, 
from the Government, Society of people or private persons ? 

Pbnbilvania. — Tbe chief opposition and discourat;raent the Church of 
England meets witb, ariseth from persons disaffected being put into places 
and offices of trust in council, in Commission of the peace and Courts of 
Jurisdiction. 

One other great discouragement which the Church labours under, is from 
the pretended Ministry of Quakers, who have threatened our Reverend and 
worthy Brother, Mr. Kdth, at their Meeting places, which he has visited in 
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New England, Rhode laland, Long Island, and the two Jerseys, with ths 
penalty of il20 for speaking in their Meetings, though without InterruptJon to 
their Speakers; and notwithstanding tbey have not qualified themselves 
according to the Act of ToleratioB. There is a great opposition also from ail 
other Dissenters, as Presbyterians, IniSependanta and Anabaptists, who daily 
increase in other Provinces, as well as Pensilvania, for want of an established 
Ministry of the Church in those Parts. 

New York, — The Church of England under the late Administration of 
the Lord Bellamont and Captain Nanfan hath been grievously opposed and op- 
pressed ; but since the auspicious arrival of the Eight Honorable the Lord 
Combnry, has been delivered from the violence of the enemies, restored to her 
rights, greatly countenanced and encouraged, and lives under the just expecta- 
tion of being more firmly established and enlarged. Bat many of the Dutch 
Dissenters and all the Quakers, though differing from one another amongst 
themselves, yet agree in opposing wiSi great zeal and malice, whatever tends 
to the honour and interest of the Churdi. 

New England. — Whilst the Council as well as the Assembly is in the 
choice of the people, and whilst the Assembly assumes a power to oblige the 
Members of tee Church of England that maintain their own Minister, to 
contribute by a tax, in proportion much beyond others of the like Estate, to 
Support the Dissenting Ministry, there are but slender ho]>es to see the 
Church increase and flourish in that Colony. 

How Quakers and others support their Meetings and Schools. 



support their Meetings and Schools by several ways and 
means, us first by their Estabhshed Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly, and yearly 
Meetings. 

2. By the great and large collections of Money gathered, especially at their 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, which they put info a Common stock. 

3. By their proselyting many poor People to their way, by their Charity. 

4. By keeping their Trade within themselves and maintaining a sfj'lct 
Correspondence and Intelligence over all parts where they are. 

5. By the many and sometimes great Legacies which the Quakers at their 
Death give fo the Common Stock, they appointing persona to visit the sick, 
upon that Account, so that in Philadelphia they have £1000 given by Lega- 
des in about two years last past as appears by the Records of their Wills in 
Philadelphia. 

6. By sending ove g t numbers of Missionaries yearly from England 
into these Parts an 1 f sh g th m well out of their Natioual Stock, especi- 
ally since Mr. Ke th left th m 

7. By their havi g Geo e Po e's Orders and Canons duly and orderly 
read in their Monti ly and espe illy in their Quarterly Men and Women's 
Meetings ; though the} ne\er read one chapter of the Holy Bible in the said 



8. By spreading Books, printed both in England and here and dispersing 
them at cheap rates, which leavens their youth with prejudices against the 
Church and her Ministers. 
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Meetings of their Speakera to consider of ways and means 
to propagate their errors. 

. 10. By their great hospitality to a\l friends, and others that come to their 
puhhc Mee1Jni:!s, especially their Quarterly and Yearly Meetings. 

11. By suffering none of themselves to marry but with those of their own 
professioD. 

13. By refusing to swear and fight, by which means many come over to 
them, to excuse themselves from being jurymen and serving in the Militia. 

13. By building divei'se large and fair Structures, for their Meeting houses, 
especially in Philfdelphia, Buriiogtoa, and Rhode Island. 

li. By keeping and pnblickly recording all Misfortunes and Accidents of 
Sudden Deaths that happen to Uieir Adversaries which they call Judgments of 
God upon their Opposers^ whether Priests, Impropriators, Magistrates, or others, 

16. By keeping a true and exact Register of all their Births, Burials, and 
Marriages, and all Passages, Travels, and Sufferings of their travelling friends, 
especially by keeping a distinct and particular record of the Sufferings and 
Death of the friends of the Ministry with the Circumstances of the time and 
place of their decease. 

16. By collecting into volumes the particular Treatises of the preaching 
Quakers of Account after their Deaths, aftei' they have expunged some of 
their lying Prophecy's, and other Kidiculous and Scandalous Passages, 

17. By their seeking out in what places in England and elsewhere what 
they can object of Scandals i^inst either Ministers or People, professing 
Communion with the Church, reproaching the whole Church with them. 

18. By their grossly misrepresenting the Doctrine of the Church of 
England and of all other Protestant Churches in all points of difference 
between them. 

19. By their high pretences to the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, the 
same in kind with those which the Apostles and Prophets had. 

20. By their angularities in Common Speech, and refusing to give any 
marks of honour, or due respects to Magistrates and Superiors. 

21. By setting up Meetings in all places where they can find access, though 
they have no resident Ministers to preach or pray in these sfud Meetings ; 
hundreds of which sort are in England, and many in these American Parts, 

22. By the People's great liberality to all their Itinerant Preachers, and 
putting their Ministers generally into a way of Trade, especially Merchandizing, 
and putting many poor Mechanics, Servants, and Women, that have no good 
way of living, pretending to the Ministry among them, into such ways of trade 
and business, whereby to live plentifully, by which means, many who had 
nothing are become rich, 

28, By their great partiality in conceahng the gross faults of their 
Ministers and People favouring them of tlieir paity, either in Arbitrations or 
Courts of Judicature, where they have the Government in their hands, or 
any share therein. 

24. By their using all possible Endeavours to discourage, reproach, and 
scandalize all such Persons as leave their Cominunion for their errors and 
other unjust practices, and to ruin them if possible, and then to tell their 
hearers that the Judgment of God fell upon such who forsake the truth as 
they term it, by which they fright the people. 
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What ways and means are propei-to put a stop to them 3 
By using some of the like ways and meanfe above mentionod, snch as are 
lawfull, pro|>er and convenient ; many of tlie above mentioned being very un- 
lawful! wiiieb are used by them. By sending over such. Books as are most 
proper and useful, not only for the detecting the Quakers errors, but also for 
informing the People in the Doctrine, way and Worship of the Church, 
especially ali the Worlts of the Author of the " Snake in the Grass," particu- 
larly his five discourses printed k^ether by Charles Brown, "the Invention of 
Man in the Worship of God," by Dr. King, Bishop of Londonderry, all the 
small treatises lately published gainst profane swearing and breach of the 
Sabbath. The abstract of the " London Cases," Dr. Beveridge's Sermon con- 
cerning the excellency and usefulnras of the Common Prayer, " The unworthy 
communicant," "Comber upon the Common Prayer," "The Whole duty 
of Man," Mr. Brent, of Bristol, against lying. Common Prayer Books and 
books of homilies, and the articles of the Church of Eogland, and Catechisms, 
the Exposition of the Church Catechism, by the Bishop of Bath and Wells. 
Lastly, Large and Common Prayer Books, foe Churches ; that the Executive 
part of the Government be put inl« the hands of persons well affected to the 
Church of England. 

That Ministers of the Church of England in these American parts, as well 
as England, acquaint themselves well with the Quakera erroneous Doctrine 
and Principles, and that it bo earnestly recommended to all such, where 
Quakers abound most, to preach against their sad Doctrines and principles, 
which are most erroneous, at least once every three months in their Parish 
Churches. 



York. ' Signed by us, 

Gbokge Keith. 

Evan Evans, Oler. Minister of Philadelphia. 

Alexamder Ibnub, Presbyter. 

Edmobb Mott, Chapliun of Iler Majesty's Foi 

John Talbot. 

William Vesey, Rector of New York, 

John Bartow, 
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Mr. Keilh to Br. Bray. 

Phikdelphia, a4lh Feb. 1703-4. 

"Dr. Bliav— 

"ReVEaEKD AND Worthy Sik : 

" My very humble and land respects 
remembered to you, and all oiiv friends with you ; having this occasion I 
was glad to accept of K (as of all occasions that occur) to write unto jou. I 
writ unto you from New York, in November last, together with our scheme 
of the State of the Church in these Nortliern parts of America, and therewith 
I sent a long letter to the Honourable Corporation for Propagating the 
Gospell in Foreign Parts, and a letter to my Lord of London, all which I 
enoloaed in my letter to you, which I hope you have received. I iiave had 
no letter from you as yet, nor from any of your honourable Corporation, but 
one from my worthy friend, Mr. Chambetlayne,* wherein he aigniSed to me 
that your CX)rporation had not met, betwixt his receiving my Letters and the 
time of his writing to me, so that he could not say any thing, what the Cor- 
poration would do, concerning allowing Mr. Talbot his charge in travelling 
with me, but he thought that they would be well satisfied that he was my 
companion, and would allow him what they thought was convenient. I have 
heard Mr, Talbot say that if they allow him £50 English money per annum, 
it will do, and indeed that is little enough, and would not near do, but that 
we are often upon free quarters, more especially among our friends. Mr, 
Talbot, I hear, has a good character given of him, to my Ijord of Canterbury, 
and indeed he deserves it, he has heeu mightoly serviceable and comfortable 
to me in all respects, as a Son to his Father, and is well beloved by all where 
we have travelled, who are well affected to the Church ; and baa been much 
desired by the People in several Places, to be their Minister (after he has finished 
his travels with me, which are like to be done, somewhat above a year here- 
after) particularly at Cheater, about 16 miles Southward from Philadelphia, 
by the river Delaware, where he has once preached, aud hath brought over 
&e aame time there also, in the said Town of Cheater, Mi'. Yeates who lives 
there, and who has been the principal person, to cause build a Church, very 
decent and convenient of Brick, that will hold a thousand people, it is well 
glazed, hut not as yet wainscotted nor plaistered, but it is fit for use, and we 
have' preached in it twice: the 14th of iiiis instant I preached in it, and there 
were above two hundred hearers, all generally well a&ected to the Church ; 
but they greatly desire a Minister, and if the Corporation please, to give an 
yearly supply of £50 per annum, the people there, and thereabouts, would 
contribute ta make up the rest This, Mr. Yeates desired me to write to you 
to lay before my Lord of London and the Honourable Corporation. 

" Betwixt New York and Pensylvania we continued abont a month, viz. 
from 14th of December to 11th of Januaiy travelling among the Friends, 
call'd formerly the Keithian Quakers especially for East Jersey, having been 
about a whole month travelling among them before that, which was in the 
month October ; and by God*s blessing our labour has had good success 
among them, so that generally very few excepted, all the Keithians in East 
Jersey are well affected to the Church, and we baptized twenty two persons 
" He was Seoretsry of the Society. 
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in East Jersey, all either EeitSnana oi Keithian children. I am forced to use 
this uame of distinction to distinguish them from tha other Quakers who are 
generally very' stifi' and averse from the Church, and all principles of true 
Christianity everywhere, and who decline all discourse or converse with us. 
Colonel Morris did very kindly entertain ua at his house in East Jersey, and 
hoth he and his Lady went with us trom meeting to meeting iu divers places. 
Al Amhoy in East Jersey they have contnbuted ahout £200 towards building 
a Church and greatly desire a Minister The Contributors are some Keithiaus 
and some other persons well affected to the Church. At Burlington also 
several persons (among whom some are Keithians) well affected to the Church 
have contributed about two hundred pounds towards building of a Church 
and they are to be^n the Building this Spring. In all these new erectinga 
of Churches in these Northern parts, G-overnor Nicholson has largely con- 
tributed, and is a mighty promoter and encourager of them by Lis Letters and 
Advice as well as his purse; as not on!y at Boston and Rhode Island, but at 
Burlington, in West Jersey, Chester, in Pensylvania, and here at Philadelphia. 
In all places where I have yet travelled, at Boston, Rhode Island, N. York 
and Philadelphia, the Ministeis live very regularly and are in good esteem, 
and the Churches in good oiiler, and the people generally devout, and well 
affected to the Word and the publick worship of God ; at Concord, in Bensil- 
vania, and thereabouts, especially at Thomas Powell's, formerly a Keithian, 
several people formerly Keithians, are well affected to the Church and enter- 
tained us kindly. Mr. Evans, Minister of Philadelphia, was with me and I 
preached at two severall places among them and they were well affect«d ; also 
I had a publick dispute with one Killings worth, an Anabaptist preacher at the 
house of Thomas Powell. This Killingsworth was sent for by some Ana- 
baptists forty miles off to dispute with me. The dispute continued four hours, 
it has had good effect and it's hoped will have more ; they belong to the 
new Church at Chester above mentioned. I have preached here at Philadel- 
phia nine several IJmes, and had great auditories, in some of them a thousand 
people were thought to be present, many besides the Church People, Quakers, 
Presbyterians and Anabaptists. But of late the Quakers have made an act in 
their meeting that none of them may come to Church, which has of late 
deterred them from coming. The ministers here are in very good esteem 
among the People and they have a brave vestry of good and wise men, and 
good concord, love and unanimity among them, ao that the Church here is in 
a Flourishing Condition. And at Newcastle, 40 miles from Philadelphia, 
there is at present no minister, they had a Presbyterian minister called Will- 
son, but he baa been gone about half a year. Could a Minister of the Church 
of England be sent among them, it's thought they would gladly receive him, 
and it would be of mighty service for advancing tbe Church in this province, 
it being, as it were, the Frontier. Also in other parts below New Casile, 
they want a Minister. 

" There is a mighty cry and desire, almost in all places whore we have 
travelled, to have Ministers of the Church of England sent to them in these 
Northern parts of America ; so that it may be said the Harvest is great but 
the labourers fevf, and some well affected to the Church have desired me to 
write to my Lord of Loudon and to you that if a Minister be not sent with the 
first Conveniency, Presbyterian Ministers from N. England would swarm 
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into those countfies and prevent the increase of the Ciiurch. They have here 
a Presbyterian meeting and minister, one called Andrews; but they are not 
like to increase here I have had =ieverall meetings with the Keithian Qua- 
kers here at my lodgings, and tnendly conferences with them and their 
Preachers, and last Sunday I preached at a Keithian meeting house, and was 
kindij invited to dinner alter the meeting by a man and his wife of that 
meeting, and that evenmg I preached at the Ohuteh. Divers of them (God 
be praised for the auceesa) are hke to be gained to the Church who have 
heard na frequently at the Church and are well affected. Their chief speaker, 
John Hart., has vented a most absurd notion in his Discourses and vindicates 
it in his preaching, (viz.) That true Believers ought not to fear Hell and 
Damnation, so much as conditionally, and they ought to serve God only from 
love to him, without all regard to punishment or Scripture threatenings, so 
much as conditionally, I have in two aeverall meetings at my Lodgings, ia 
the hearing of his followers, detected his erroi-s, and last Sunday I preached a 
long sermon against it, in the Keithian Meeting, upon that Text, J Pet. 1-17, 
where I opened many other Texts of Scripture, to prove that a Conditioned 
fear is necessary to the best of Men ; such as Heb. 4:1; Rom. 14 ; 10, &g. 
Most of his hearers and followers are dissatisfied with the strange doctrine, 
and are like to forsake him. I have told them 'tis vile Antinomianism and 
the' Root of Eanterism and Libertinism ; and some of his female hearers are 
offended at him for his telling tBem', they need not fear to commit the sin of 
whoredom, being chaste woraea. He openly denied before many judicious 
persona to me at my lodgings last Monday, 22nd of this Instant, that publick. 
punishment of death was inflicted upon a murtherer for a feiTor to oUiers, if 
innocent, which I told him was contrary to Deut. 13 ; 10, 11, 

" The six boxes you sent are all come safe ; that to Boston, that to New 
York, that to the two Jerseys, and that to Pensjlvania, are disposed of already 
according to your orders, and are very acceptable to the people. The great 
Bibles in folio I have given one of Ihem to the Church in Philadelphia, at the 
Minister's request, another to the new Church at Chester above mentioned, 
another I think to give to the Church at Burlington, and another to that of 
Amboy, and the rest to other Churches when erected. There is a great need 
of Common Prayer Books in 8vo for the use of the people, many would 
gladly buy them and some might be given to the Poorer Sort. I wish 2 or 
300 were sent over to these parts, direct them to Mr. Evans, the minister, if 
you send them ; also the new Psalms, being only used here in this Church, 
the people want them greatly ; if you would send over 100 of them at least, 
I believe the people would gladly buy them, They sing very well in the 
Church here, and the youth have learned to sing and delight much in it. I 
have disposed of many of your lectures in folio which are very acceptable to 
the people, and as you ordered, have desired them to read them to their 
families and neighbours on Sundays. 

" Dear Sir ! I long to have a letter from you to know of your welfare, and 
other good news you have to impart to me, and what hopes you can give us, 
of having good ministers sent over to these parts, which are so greatly wanted 
and desired ; and if they come not timely, the whole country will be overrun 
with Presbyterians, Anabaptists, and Quakerism ; the Quaker Missionaries d 
mightily swarm out of old England into these parts, and ha 
mauy ; many in Long Island are Quakers or Qiiakerly affected. 
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" You see, Dear Sir, what a long letter I have writ to you, I quesljoa not 
your acceptance of it. It's but a summary of affairs here, but I keep a 
punctual Journal of all things worthy my notice in my Travells. 

" I have written the more at length to you, hoping. Dear Sir, and desiring 
that you would be pleased to impart either the whole or what part of it you 
think requisite to my Lord of London, and my Lord of Worcester, and to 
yotw Honourable Corporation, We intend about two weeks hence to set 
forward to Maryland and Virginia. I have had a very kind letter from his 
Excellency, Governor Nicholson, inviting us to Virginia, but before we go 
henee, I purpose t« have a Pubiiek meeting in this place to detect the 
Quakers errors out of their own Books, after the method I used at Turner's 
Hall, in London. Alt course of Justice against Criminals is at a stop here, so 
that the Criminal Court can do nothing agiunat murtherers ; the Quakers 
throw the whole Burden of Jurymen upon the Churchmen, so that a great 
List of Churchmen have been summoned ; such as have appeared (some 
formerly Keithians) men of good sense and repute have refused to swear, not 
that they think it unlawful!, but that there is no law in the Province, that 
enjoins swearing in any case, and severall persons have lain bn^ here in Prison, 
some on suspected murther, and can have no trial, and are smd to be in great 
want of Bread. Colonel Quarry I suppose will give my Lord of London or 
yourself^ some more iiill information. This is one instance of many of the 
great Deficiency of Quaker Government. I send you herewith a small 
specimen of my printed Labors here away. My sermon I preached at Bos- 
ton soon after my arrival, was sent to you soon after it was printed, but it 
hath not come to your Hands. I send you this one ; the single sheet called 
a Refutation, &a, I lately printed at Kew York. Mr. Increase Mather has 
printed against the six rules in my Sermoo, and I have my answer in the 
press at New York, in vindication of them ; when it is done, I shall order 
some copies to be sent fo you, all which I hope will be acceptable to you and 
the clergy. 

■' I I'emain your affectionate, 
" Humble servant, 

" Georob Keith," 



Mr. Keith to the Secretary. — Extract. 

"Philadelphia, 3d April, 1703- 
" Worthy Sir : 

" The main thing of importance I have at present to write 
to you here, is to tell you of the extreme desire that people have in several! 
parts where we have travelled to have Church of England Ministers sent to 
them particularly in East Jersey, at Amboy and in ttio Woods about where 
Colonel Morris lives, att Burlington, in West Jeisey, also at Oyster Bay, in 
Long Island, and at Hampsted and in this province of Pensylvania, at Chester 
and at Frankford- At Chester, 20 miles from this, down the Kiver, some 
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d have built a brave Church of Brick. Mr, Yates, who lives there, 
has been the principal promoter of it. Several hundreds come to Church 
there, when they hear of a Sennon to be preached, that is commonly supplied 
by the ministera there, once in two weeks, and the like at Franckford 7 or 8 
miles from this upward the liver. 

"The 2 Ministers here (viz.) Mr. Evans and Mr, Thomas, have a very good 
character here, and to my knowledge ai'e very laborious in the service of Gtod 
and Exemplary in Life, the people of the Church generally zealous and well- 
affeoted, the most of them my former acquaintance and many of them my 
old friends, called Keithians, some are lately come to Church since my arrival 
here. This day I got from this place towards Virginia, having been in this 
province alxiut t«n weeks, and had much exercise with diverse opposite 
spirits ; but all the Church people very loring to us and respectfull. If God 
please to bring us safe to Maryland and Virginia, yon shall hear from us with 
the first opportunity. Thus, Dear Sir, I conclude, with my Hearty thanks to 
you for all your civilities and my sincere prayers to God for a blessing to you 
and yours, desiring your prayers for me. 

" And remain your affectionate friend and servant, 

"George Keith. 

"P. S. I suppose long before this you have heard of the Decease ofWorthy 
Mr. Gordon, who dyed at Jamtdca, on Long Island, about sis weeks after his 
arrival with us at Boston ; his sickness was a violent fever that was then 
frequent at N. York, where it's thought he first had it. 

" I hope his disease will be no discouragement to other Good men to come 
into these parts where the Harvest is so great and the Labourera so few. 

" I thank God I have had generally good health of Body and great inward 
comfort, joy and peace of mind ever since my arrival, though I am weak in 
Bo<ly. My Companion also baa had his health generally. In several Places 
in N. England, where we travelled, as I have formerly writ to the Hoaouiable 
Society, there is a great desire for ministers of the Church of England to be 
sent to them, as at Narraganset, Swansey, Little Compton, alias Seconat. In 
all which places I have preached and was kindly received." 



Mr. Keith to the Lord Bishop of London. 

"Phila(lelpIiiB,a6lh February, 1709-3. 

" Mr Lord : 

" I think it not proper to write to your Lordship a long letter, to 
give your Lordship an account of the many circumstances relating to my 
travels and services, and success of them since I arrived into these northern 
parts of Ameiica, but rather in general to acquaint your Iiordship with the 
state of the several particular Churches under your inspection and care, in 
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these Coutitriea wbere I have travelled ; as at Boston in N" England, at 
Khode Island, at New York, and here at Philadelphia ; in oil which phiws to 
my great satisfaction and joy, I did find great regularity and good oider The 
Ministers in very gc>od repute among all, and the people devont in the publick 
Worship of God, and generally of good morals, so that if in all other Places 
the ministry and people were so pious, so moml, and so regular as I have 
found them, in those places where I have travelled, the Church of England 
would be in great esteem and greatly prosper. Here at Philadelphia, from a 
small beginning the Church is increased considerably, first by the pious 
endeavours and great diligence of Mr. Clayton, and since his decease by others, 
and especially by the pious endeavours and great diligence of both Mr. Evans, 
the Minister here, and of his Assistant, Mr. Thomas, of both whom, the 
adversaries of the Church give a good report, touching their sobriety and good 
conversation. The Congregation here has been considerably enlarged in num- 
ber by those called Eeithian Quakers, coming into the Church, whose good 
examples many others have followed both in town and country, and since my 
arrival in this Country there has been some increase in Divers places both of 
those formerly called Keithiana and others who are well affected to the Churcfa. 
In E, Jersey the Keithians are generally zealous for the Church and :^vers 
others whom they have an influence upon. Mr. Talbot, my Companion, and 
I have laboured among them, in preaching from place to place, and had 
much conference with them in private from House to House, for the space of 
two months, and we baptized two and twenty persons, young and old of those 
called Keithians. In W. Jersey abo those formerly called Keithians are well 
affected and came from divers parts to visit me, and heard me, and showed 
me Love and Affection. I have been here not much above a month, and 
have preached nine times in the Church here, having had large auditories, 
eometimes about a thousand persona in the Church, but not all of tiie Church, 
many of them Presbyterians, some Anabaptists, and some Quakers, but the 
Quakera of late have made an Act that none of their way shall come, which 
has at present put a stop to their coming. I have also had much privaf« 
discourse with some who yet remain Keithians, and use to meet together ; of 
divers of them, I have good hope, they have frequently come to Church to 
hear me, and last Sunday I went and preached in their meeting, with which 
some of them were well pleased though others not. 

"My Lord, there is an exceeding great desire in divers places that your 
Iiordsbip would send over pious and able Ministers to them, both in Long 
Island, E. Jersey and W. Jersey, and also in divers places in this province of 
Pensylvania (as also in N. England, as I acqumnted your Lordship in ray 
former letter, Ifovember last.) The people well affected to the Church have 
gathered two hundred pounds towards building a Church at Buriington, in 
W. Jersey, they are to begin to build as they have told me this Spring ; also 
at Amboy, in E. 3enm, they intend to do the like. Colonel Morris is a very ; 
good friend to the Church and a promoter of it, and was very kind and i 
assistant to us, and is very regular in nis family, and his tady is a very pious 
and good Woman, his family is a little Church ; he useth the Common 
Prayer in his family daily, and on Sundays his neighbours come to his house, 
as to a Church, and at times Mr. Junesse preacheth in his house. I suppose 
your Lordship remembereth Mr. Junesse, a good man, but a nonjuror. 
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" My Lord, if but 3 or 4 pious and able ministers were sent over to supply 
the present necessity in these provinces of E, and W. Jersey and Penaylvania, 
it would be of exceeding great service to promote and increase the Church. At 
Chester, in Pensylvania, 16 miles Southward from Philadelphia, by the Kver 
Delaware, some well affected persona have built a brave Church, Mr. Yates, 
who lives at Chester, has been the main promolflr of it; they are to write to 
your Lordship earnestly to request your Lordship to send them an able and 
pioua Minister. The Quakers are very many and rich, in and about that 
place, but some of good note of them called Keithians are welt affected to the 
Church in that County who would certainly join with the Church, if they had 
a Minister. I have lately preached at Chester and had an auditory of above 
200 persons, and also at the Houses of 2 Keithians, my former friends and 
acquaintances, who received me with much affection. I am forced to use this 
term of distinction to distinguish them called Keithians from the other sort of 
Quakers who generally are most refractory and pertinacious in their Errors, 
but yet there is hope of many of the Youth among them. 

" There is here at Philadelphia a brave vestry of men, both pioua and very 
dMcreet and in good unity and harmony one with, anotior, and tind to their 
Ministers, and they have been very civil and EespectfnII to us. We have 
lodged all the time of our stay here at Philadelplaa, with an ancient Gentle- 
woman, a widow called Mistress Welch, formerly a Keithian but now a 
zealous Churchwoman and so is her daughter. 

" My Lord, having thus far given you an account in general of things 
hereaway, I shall not enlarge upon this subject ; what further shall occur in 
my Travels, I think to acquamt yonr Lordship from time to time. His 
Escellency Governor Nicholson is a very great patron and benefactor to all 
the New-Erected Churches in these Northern parts of America. 

" I remain your Lordship's most humble 

" And most obliged servant, 

" Geoegb Keith." 



Mr. Keith to the Secretary. 

" Philadelphia, 4th Septomhet, 1703. 
" WoKTiiY SrR; 

"These are to acquiunt you that by God's help and favour 
I and my worthy associate Mr. Talbot, have finished our Travels in Maryland, 
Vii^nia and North Carolina, and are safely returned to this place. In alt 
Countryes and places we met with vevy kind receptJon from persona of all 
conditions, high and low, having preached in all the several parts where we 
travelled both on Sundays and on Weekdays in their respective Churches, the 
Quakers only excepted, who not only in these parts of Maryland and Vir- 

f'mia, but in all other parts where we went to visit their meetings and have 
riendly Discoui'se with them either at their meetings or at their bouses, were 
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generally very uncivil and rude to us, as in New England, at Piseataway, 
Rhode Island, and Long Island, E, and W. Jersey, declining generally all 
discourse with us, and returaing notiiing to our kindly offers to inform lliem, 
but reproacbea and railings and gross r^^eetions (not only upon us, but upon 
the Church of England and her clergy) used by some of them, whereof we 
have sufficient proof. In Vii^inia there are but few Quakers and very much 
asunder, and the time of their yearly meeting happened when we were on our 
travels returning from North Carolina, so that we had not timely notice to be 
thera The Quakers' yearly meeting in MaryJalid was oyer before we came 
into that Country. The Governors of the several Countries and Provinces, 
where we have travelled, and other inferior Magistrates and Justices of Peace, 
were very kind to us, and so were a!l the Ministers where we travelled ; and 
kindly invited us to preach in their Churches, whenever we came, as ac- 
cordingly we did. Vir^nia and Maryland are generally well provided with 
Ministers, and they are generally of good repute, but in some Places ministers 
are wholly wanting, as in Princess Ann's County, in Virginia, and at Anapo- 
lis, ic Maryland; and in all North-Carolina there is not one minister since 
Mr. Brett is gone, of whom I need not to say anything, for I suppose you have 
heard fully of his bad character. In Maryland, Squire Finch, President of the 
Counsell there, and Sir Thomas Lawrence, Secretary, with divers Justices of 
Peace, and many other persons of good quality, showed so much kindness as 
to go with us to one of the Quakers' meetings, at a place called Herring- 
Creek, to countenance us ; and not only SO, but they invited us to go. But 
when we came, soon after I began to speak, the Quakers bang there all silent ; 
When I began, they did most universally and rudely interrupt me and would 
not suffer me to speak, notwithstanding that both the President, Squire Finch, 
and Sir Thomas Lawrence, the Secretary, did entreat them to g^ve me a 
hearing and to have some friendly discourse with me, espedally to vindicate 
the Church of England from Ihe base reflections that one Thomas Stoiy, a 
preaching Quaker from Philadelphia, had cast upon her and her Catechism ia 
their last yearly meeting in Maryland, but by no means would the Quakers 
suffer me to speak nor regard the entreaty of those worthy Persons. They did 
mightily plead that their meetings were tolerated by the Act of Toleration, 
and that for my offering to speak in their meetings I had broke the Act of 
Parliament, and was lyable to the fine of Twenty pounds every time I offered 
to speak in their meetings. I told them I had not broke the Act of Parlia- 
ment for I was qualified according to the Act to speak in their r '' 
they were not, and upon enquiry tbey vrill not be found compreh 
Ac^ untill they fulfill the Conditions required of them therein, i 
they had done, so we were constrained to leave their meeting, not having any 
liberty to speak, nor would they give any except by violence ; the magistrate 
then pr^ent had commanded some constables to turn them out of doors by 
violence who did interrupt me ; but these worthy persons thought not fit so 
to do, knowing that they would call it persecution. Immediately after we 
came out of the Quakers' meeting, the President Squire Finch and Sir 
Thomas and the other Justices, and the whole Company above mentioned to 
the number of about sixty invited me to preach in a place near at hand, 
formerly a church but theii used for a school, which I did. Mr, Hall 
minister of the parish there having read the prayers. And though we have had 
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little success any where upon those called Foxoniaa Quakers, yet in all places 
■wLere we travelled, I hope in Ood we have furnished the people with good 
and effectual antidotes to preserve them from the Infection of Quakerism hy 
detecting their errors, boUi by preaching and spreading books among their 
vile errors. And by the blessing of God have been instruiuentall to keep 
some from Quakeiism who were in danger to be infected with il. But 
notwithstanding the averseness of those called Foxonian QnaJters, everywhere 
generally (some few excepted) these formerly called Keithian Quakers both in 
E, and W. Jersey and PensyJvania and at New York did kindly receive us and 
most are come over to the'Church with good zeal, so that in E. & W. Jersey 
and some other places above a hundred have been baptized by Mr. Talbot and 
me and Mr. Evans very lately ; most of them Keithians formerly so called, and 
their children : and they greatly desire that good and able ministers may be 
sent among them, particularly at Burlington in W. Jersey, at Shrewsbury in 
E. Jersey, where Coll. Morris hves, and who has been very Instrumental to 
them, 4 very kind to as and hospitable ; also at Chester in Peusylvania they 
greatiy desire a minister, and at New Castle by the Eiver Delaware. In 
Burlington, the people assisted by the county and some others, especially by 
the beneficence of Governonr Nicholson, have built a church of Brick where I 
preached two weeks ^o before Lord Cornbury, who was come thither to 
publish bis Commission to be Governonr of these two provinces of E, & W. 
Jersey now put into one. The Church was very fuli of People, and the next 
Sunday aft«v that, I preached there again and had a considerable auditory. 
As also by the like beneficence of Governonr Hichoison and other assistants, 
they have bnilt a Church of Brick at Chester in Pensylvania, where both 
Mr. Talbot and I have preached several times ; and so hath Mr. Evans and 
had large auditories, and the people zealously affected, and among them 
divers formerly called Keithians. The like beneficenee that worthy Patriot 
Governonr Mieholeon hath given to the people at New Castle to bnild a 
church there, and to them at Amboy in E. Jersey, the like ; and to many 
other Places (besides what he hath done very considerable) in Virginia & 
Maryland to the number at least of fourteen Churcbes, lately erected and 
designed to be erected, all by the Example and Encouragement he hath 
^ven them ; to most of tliem Twenty-five pounds a piece, and to some more 
according as there was occasion ; which hath raised a great esteem of him 
universally in these Northern parts of America, and earnest wishes that he 
may long continue in the station and dignity where be now stands, that 
he may be a fiirther Instrument of good both to Chureb & State, as ha 
hath already been. Besides ray exercises in travelling and preaching in these 
American parts, I have had occasion of Writing and Printing several books 
for the service of God and his Church, and in vindication of the Truth against 
Quakers and some other Dissenters, particularly my first sermon st Boston in 
K. England, there printed, which I hope you have seen, and my vindication of 
it in answer to Mr. Increase Mather's exceptions, a copy of which I now send 
you : also a printed sheet against an absurd opinion of Mr. Samuel Willard, 
president of the College of Cambridge in N. England, which is that the sin 
of Adam and of all other men and Devils came to pass of necessity, by God's 
Decree, and his Determining their wills necesssrily to Commit them. The 
which absurd opinion he hath endeavoured to defend in a, late printed book 
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of above four sheets, and which the Presbyterians cry up and esteem, but the 
Quakers dislike ; I would to God that so they did their own errors. To 
whicb B^k of die said Mr. Samuel Willard, I have now my answer ready to 
be printed. Also I have printed a book in answer to a most abusive book of 
one Caleb Qusey, a Quaker, against me, a copy of which I herewith send you : 
And there is now in the Press at New York a Book of mine against the vile 
Blasphemies eontaaned in a printed Book of one William Davis, with whom I 
had some dispute here at Philadelphia some months agoe. I had your kind 
letter wherein yon give me noUce — that the Honorable OorporatJon hath 
allowed Mr. John Talbot to be my associate in my travels, and that they give 
£60 per annum to bear his chaise, for which I humbly thank them ; he hath 
been very comfortable to me and serviceable throughout, and is universally so 
well beloved that in every place where they want a Minister they have desired 
to have him, and espedally at Burlington and in E. Jersey. He designs to 
stay in these American parts, and in my opinion I think the Corporation will 
hardly find any one fitter to send to be their missionary {and to give him the 
best post either on Long Island or E. or W. Jersey) than he is, being so well 
known & beloved both for his preaching and good Conversation, and civil and 
obhging behaviour. But I leave it wholly to the discretion of the Honorable 
Corporation where to fix him after bis time is expired with me, which will be 
about eight months hence, when my two years which I design to travel in 
these American parts will be out; and, God willing, I design to come to 
England in the Fleet that is to sail from Virginia to London next Spring or 
Summer, if God please to spare my life and git's me health and Preserva- 
tion. In the meantime we think to be travelling through the several parts of 
these provinces of W. and E Jersey and Long Island, and this of Pensylvania, 
where we have had much success and are likely still to have more, untill the 
next Spring that I prepare for my coming Lome to England. The late 
troubles by the Indiana and French in New England who have killed several 
English People and carried away about one hundred Persons not far from 
Boston as we are informed by letters from Boston, do block np the way to N. 
England and do awaken many here away. My Lord Cornbury no doubt will 
endeavour to put the two Jerseys in a posture of defence as well as New 
York Province ; but the Province of Pensjlvania, for want of a Governor, 
and the great many Quakers who pretend they can't fight so much as in self- 
defence; lyea very naked and open at present both to French and Indians ; 
however the three Quakers in E. Jersey, nominated to be of the Counsel 
there have taken the Attestation, and solemnly promised upon the Faith of a 
Christian (which I think they have not) to defend the Queen's majesty and 
her Government ; this some other Quakers do dislike and construe to be a 
departing from their ancient Principle agiunst fightjng. 

"Worthy Sir, I am afraid I have troubled you with too long a letter, at 
least it is too long to the Corporation, therefore please to give the heads of it 
to tliem or the worthy Committee appointed by them. As you advised me 
I keep a Journal of all observable occurrences which I hope to produce at 
my retum, I remain, 

" Your obliged and affectionate friend, 

" Geordb Keith." 



dbyGoogle 



xxxii Protestant ^hcopal Historical Collections. 

[The reader will have made somo acquaintanca with Mr. Talbot from the 
preceding letters of Mr. Keith ; but he will leai'n much more of his temper 
and disposition from the characteristic communications of Mr. Talbot himself, 
which, without further preface, we present — Pub. Com :] 

Mr. John Talbot to Mr. JUchard Gillingkam. 

" Now York, 24 November, 1709. t] 
" Mt Deak Friend : 

" I take all opportunities to let you tnow that I live, and 
shall be glad to hear as much of you. Friend Keith and I have been above 
500 miles together visiting the churches in these parts of America, viz., New 
England, New Hampshire, H". Bristol, N. London, N. York, and the Jerseys 
as far as Philadelphia. "We preached in all churdies where we came, and in 
several Dissenters' meetings such as owned the Church of England to be their 
mother church, and were willing to communicate with her and to submit 
to her Bishops if they had opportunity; I have baptized severall persons, 
whom Mr. Keith has brought over from Quakerism, and indeed in all places 
where we come, we find a great ripeness and inclination amongst all sorts of 
people to embrace the Gospel. Even the Indians themselves have promised 
obedience to the Faith, as appears by a conference that my Lord Cornbury the 
GJovemor here has had with them at Albany : five of their sachems or kings 
told him they were glad to hear that the sun shined in England again since 
King William's Death; they did admire at first what was come io us, that 
we should have a squaw sachem, via. : a woman-king, but they hoped she 
would be a good mother and send them some fo teach them religion, and estab- 
lish Traffick among them that they might be able to purchase a coat, and not 
go to church in Bear Skins, and so they send our Queen a present, ten Bear 
Skins to make her fine, and one for a mnff to keep her warm ; after many 
Presents and Compliments they signed the treaty and made the Covenant so 
sure that they said Thunder and Lightning should not break it on their part, 
if we did not do as the Lord Bellamont did, throw it info the sea. The papists 
have been zealous and diligent to send priests and Jesuits to convert these 
Indians to their superstitions ; 'tis wonderfully acted, ventured and suffered 
upon that design ; they have indeed become all things, and even turned 
Indians as it were lo gain them, which I hope will provoke some of us to do 
our part for oat holy faith and mother tlie Church of England, One of their 
Priests lived half a year in their wigwams (i. e. houses) without a shirt, and 
when he petitioned my Lord Bellamont for a couple, he was not only denyed 
but banished; whereas one of ours, in Discourse with my Lord of London, 
said, ' who did his Lordship think would come hither that had a dozen shirts.' 
If I had their language or wherewith to maintain an Interpreter, it should be 
the first thing I should do, to go amongst the thickest of 'em. Mr. Keith 
says if he were younger he would learn their language and then Fm sure ha 
might convert them sooner than the Heathen called Quakers. Indeed ho is 
the fittest man that ever came over for this province, he is a well study'd 
divine, a good philosopher and Preacher, but above all an excellent Disputant, 
especially against the Quakers, who use to challenge all mankind formerly. 
Now all the Friends (or enemies rather) are not able to answer one George 
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Keitli ; he knows the Depths of Sateu within them and all the Doublings and 
Windings of the Snake in ihe Grass. In short he has hecome the best cham- 

Eion against all Dissenters, that the Chureh ever had, and he's sett up such a 
light in fheir Dark places, that by God's blessing will not be putt out. The 
Clergy here have had a sort of Convocation at the Instance and Charge of his 
Escelleney CoL Nicholson Governor of Virginia ; we were but seven in all ; 
and a week together, we sat considering of ways and means to propagate the 
Gospel, and to that End we have drawn up a scheme of the present state of 
the Church iu these provinces which you shall see when I have time to tran- 
scribe it, and I shall desire you to send it afterwards to my good brother 
Kemble. We have great need of a Bishop here fo visit all the churches to 
ordaio some, to confirm others, and bless all. We pray for my good Lord of 
London, we cannot have better than he whilst he lives, therefore in the mean 
time we shall be very well content with a suffragan. Mr. Keith's mission will 
be out about a year hence ; by that time I hope to get some tokens for my 
good friends and Benefactors, But as for myself I am so well satisfied 
with a prospect of doing good that I have no inclination to return foi' Eng- 
land ; however be so kind as to let me know how you doe, which will be 
a comfort to me in the wilderness. You know all my friends, pray let them, 
espedally my mother and my sister Hannah, know that I am well, God 
be praised, and shall be glad to hear so much of them. I cannot write many 
letters, much less one two or three times over as when I had nothing else to do. 
I pray God bless you and all my Friends, I desire the Benefit of their 
prayers, though I cannot have ihat of their good Company, T know you'll 
take all in good part that conies from 

" Your old Friend, 

" John Talbot. 
" P, S. — I have many places offered mo bnt I know not where I shall 
settle, in mean time you may direct your letters for me to be left with Mr. 
Bridge of Boston N". E, Mr, Vesey at N. York, Mr. Evans at Philadelphia and 
Mr. Wallace in Virginia." 



Mr. Talbot to Mr. Gillmgham. 

" New Caslle, Wth April, 1703. 
" Dbae Sir : 

" God be praised we are come thns far in health and safety 
in our way towards Vii^inia. We are to goe aboard a eloop on Monday 
morning and hope to be at James's Town next week. This is a pretty town 
on Delaware Eiver, between Pensylvania and Maryland. There is no Church 
as yet, neither ever was an orthodox minister settled there ; hut one Mr. 
Wilson, a Presbyterian, that preaches to the People in the Court-House ; he 
has left them this last winter, but finding it not for the better, he means to 
come again this summer, he has disobliged some people thereby which makes 
them the more &vorable to the Church, which I hope by God's blessing to 
found here very a] 
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" The Place is very Pleasant, and agreeable as most in America, and would 
be very populous, but that there m no settled ministry nor Government, for 
what good does it do people to live in a Place void of Gospel and Law too ; 
so that several people have moved and gone elsewhere to the Church, seeing 
the Church does not come to them 

"I have sent you a scheme of the present state of the Church in these 
parts as we have found m our travels, smee it was drawn up I have gone 
with Mr. Keith and without him, dbout East and West Jersey Preaching and 
baptising several scores of men, women -ind children, encouraging thera to 
build Churches by promising them m time ministers from England, and ttat 
the Honorable Society would take care to send none but sober, good men 
well qualided in a!l respects for the work of the ministry. I look upon it that 
the sending Mr. Keith in quality of a missionary, t« travel for the good of the 
Churches, has been the best service that has been done yet for the Church of 
England in these parts of the world ; for he is a general scholar, au able 
disputant and a. perfectly honest man. He is in a word Hereticorum malleus, 
and so he had need; having to deal with some of the worst that ever 
troubled the Church or the world. Here is little or no Government, and 
people in many places take the hberty to say there be three Goda, or no God, 
and nothing is done to them. Certainly 'tis better to live where nothing is 
lawful than where al! things are. Since I came to be more acquainted with 
the Quakers I have much worse opinion of them than ever I had. It appears 
by "William Pean's book, that he is a greater Antichrist than Julian the 
apostate. He has said that Christ is a fini^ impotent creature ; and Faith 
in the History of Christ's outward manifestation is a deadly poyson these 
latter ages have been infected withal, to the destruction of holy Living. Who 
was defender of the Faith when the lewd Heretick was made Governor and 
Proprietor of a province? Certainly God gave this Land into the hands of 
the English, that they might Publish the Gospell and give knowledge of 
Salvation to these people ; and I am sure the King gave this to Wiiliam 
Penn, with Injunction expressly in his patent, that he should endeavour to 
convert the Indiana to the Faith ; but instead of that he labours to make 
Christians Heathens ; and proclaims Liberty and Priviledge to all that believe 
in one God, and yet when they come here, they say there are three or none, 
and yet be borne out by the Quakers against the Christians. They pretend 
they ought cot to fight, yet I have seen several commissions, u d If 

their Governor's hands to kill, &c. God bless Queen Anne, a d d f 1 h 
that she may defend the Faith ; and her Ftuthful Councello rs t th y h 
any piety or policy I'm sure will take some course with thes H th d 

Hereticlis, for if thoy be let alone to take the sword (which th y ce t< Ij w 11 
when they think they are strong enough) we shall perish w th t f n t 
opposing them in due time. Notwithstanding the Toleration th y Ij t 

to all the penal laws, as you'll find if you read the Act, and were I in 
England, and had as much knowledge in Law as you, I would bring Statutes 
and Judgments ag^nst them. I have done so att New York where there is 
a good Governor, my Lord Cornbury. 

" Last Lord's day 1 was at Burlington, the chief Town in West Jersey, 
where I have preached many times in a house hard by the Quaker' meeting ; 
we shall h3ve_ oue too, I hope, when we return here again from Virginia, 
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where we tbiak to stay but two or tlircp niontlia ; after sermon I woiit out 
with the rest of tho people, and laid the coiner stone of Saint Mary's 
Church. God grant it may rise te be the house of God, and the Gate of 
Heaven to them. 

"It seems the Honorable Gentlemen of the Corporation have considered 
my Travels for the Service of the Church, and have given roe a handsome 
allowance to bear my obai^es with Mr. Keith, Pray give them my hearty 
service and thanks to let them know that, by the grace of God, I shall make 
it my business to fulfil my mission. Pray remember my duty and Love to 
my Grood Mother; I hope she is alive and well, let her not want £10 per 
annum, as long as I have £Q0 coming to me, which will be due the 12t]t 
of June next ensuing. It grieves me much to see so many Peo]ile here 
without the benefit of serving God in the wilderness. I believe I hnse been 
solidted to tarry at twenty Places where they want much, and aie able to 
maintain a minister, so that he should want nothing; they send to Sew 
England and call any sorry young man, purely for want of some good honest 
clei'gyman of the Church of England. Many go to the heathen meetings of 
the People called Quakers, because there are no houses of God lu flieir 
provinces, tiji at last they come to be bewitched and forced out of their Faith 
and senses too. The country is a good land in all parts of it, bttmg the 
sudden change of Heat and Cold, which, if people be not careful, tliey are 
many times the worse for. The air is generally clear and pure. Nobody 
complains here of the spleen, unless he has also an evil conscience attending 
I saw Mr. Burley, Mr. Scott's friend, at Philadelphia. I was at hw house, 
he lives very weU and entertained me veiy civilly, and was glad to bear of 
his old Friends. I am but poor at present, being robbed by a negio of all 
my money out of my Portmanteau; the young slut did not leave nie one 
Token for myself, only I got the bag again. But blessed be God I never 
wanted meat nor drink, nor cloaths neither as yet ; but if you don't send me 
some cloaths next shipping, instead of going as they do in White Hall, T 
shall go as the Indians do. I shall be content, let it be as it will. I might 
have had money enough here if I would have taken what People have offered 
me, but lest the Quakers should say truly, as they do falsely, that we come for 
money and preach for hire, I preach the Gospel as freely as the Apostles did 
to the first Cburehes. 

" Virginia, 8th JnBe. 

"AVhen I wrote this, I missed the opportunity to send it so I brought it 
hither with me so you must take it rough as it runs. We have hc^n now at 
our journey's end in N. Carolina as far as we could goe, now we tack about and 
stand another way to Philadelphia again, thus George Keith's home and mine 
is every where. Governor Niciiolson has been very kind and generous to me. 
I;, pray God prosper him long in his Government ; he has some enemies as 
well as other men, but none of them can deny but he is a just magistrate ia 
his place. I have sent the scheme of our Church affeirs by one Mr. Beverly, 
an honest Gentleman of this Country, who is bound for England very 
speedily ; you'll hear of him at Mr. Parry's, the Virginia Merchant. George 
Keith comes home next year ; then if I can get anything worthy sending, I 
shall have a carefull hand to deliver it. There is one Mr. Keyes, my Lord of 
London's taylor; you may deal with him to send me a chest of cloathes, 
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new or old, once a year. Direct ttem or arjything else for me 
George Walker at Keeoughtan in Virginia, I am 



Mr. Talbot to Mr. QiUingluan. 

•■VirgLnfa,3dMay,1703. 
"Dear Pbiebd: 

"Xow at last (Crod be praised) we are arrived at the 
Haven where we would be. Mr. Keith is got to his Daughter's house, and I 
am got amongst my old Friends and acquaintance in these parts, who are 
veiy giad to see me ; espedally those of the ministry, who came over along with 
mo, Here has been great alterations in these ten years. Since I was here 
many of my old Friends are dead, but I have found some new in their stead ; 
amongst which is the bearer, Mr. Robert Beverly, who has one of the best 
houses and plantations in this country, where I reckon myself as it were, at 
home, he has been so courteous and civil. But there is soroe dispute in Law 
concerning the Title, and he is come over to see about it ; wherein I hope you 
will and can be serviceable to him, and I shall take it as done to myself I 
have sent you several Letters, but have none yet from nobody. I hear the 
Honorable Gentlemen of the Society at Bow have ordered ^60 per annum 
for travelling charges : iSO I have received upon Bill. I desire you to 
receive the other £30 \a buy Books for a friend of mine here, who will repay 
me. I desire you to lay out £I0 more in cloathes and shirts which I desire 
neighbour Levlton to buy for me, and send them in some ship to New York 
directed to me, to be left at Mr. Vesey's, minister there. I shall be glad to 
Lear how all our Friends do, especially my good mother. Pray let me know 
■where she is, and how she does, let her have decern minus upon my account 
as long as she lives. I have sent the present state of the Church, apud 
Americanos as far as we have gone ; the first year from Dover, eighty miles 
eastward from Boston in New England, to Philadelphia in Pensylvania; since 
that scheme was finished, I have gone up and down in E. and "W. Jersey 
preaching and baptiang and preparing the way for several Churches there. 
At Amboy they are going to build one, at Hopewell another, and at 
Shrewsbury, Coll. Morris is going to build one at his own cost and charge, 
and he will endow it as he says, which I don't doubt, for he is an honest 
Gentleman, and a member of the Honorable Society for Propagating the 
Gospel in Foreign parts. I was at Burlington last Lady day, and after 
prayers we went (o the Ground where they were going to build a Church, 
and I liud the first stone, which I hope will be none other than the House of 
God and Gate of Heaven to the People. Coll. Nicholson, Governor here, 
was the chief founder of this as well as many more; and indeed he has been 
the benefactor to all the Churches on this laud of North America. God bless 
tlua Church and let them prosper that love it. We ealled this Church St. 
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Mary's, it being upon her day. January last I was at the opening of a 
cliurcli at Chester ; I preaclied the first, sermon thiit ever was there, on 
Sunday the day before tlie Conversion of St. Paul, and after much debate 
what to call it, I named it St, Paul's. This is one of the best Churches in 
these American Parts, and a very pleasant place ; but they have no minister 
as yet, but Mr. Evans of Philadelphia officiated there once in three weeks. 
The Governor of Virginia is building several more churches : Two at Notth 
Carolina, where we are going next weet, and one at New Caatle, where in all 
appearance we shall have a considerable Oongr^ation of Christian People. 
The place is very well planted for trade both by sea and Land. It bemg 
allmost in the midway between Philadelphia and Maryland upon Delaware 
River ; where, God willing, I intend to spend some labour and pains ; though 
I can't find in my heart to settle in any place for my own, but to travel, as I 
tflld you, for the good of the Church in general. I should be glad to hear 
how you did about the Centurion, and how matters of account stand between 
«s. Ta good to reckon some time if we never intend to pay, though I hope 
to he out of debt to the world. Yet I shall always count myself obliged to 
my fnend. I have been with George Keith a year nest June 12th, then my 
£60 becotnea due. This has been a sickly year apud Amet'icanos, but Gfod 
be praised I have had good health all this time. And I believe I have done 
the Church more service since 1 came hither than I would in seven years in 
England. Perhaps when 1 have been here six or seven years, I may make a 
Trip home to see some Friends (for they won't come to me) but then it will 
he Ammo Bevertendi, for I have given myself up to the service of God and 
his Church apid Americanos ; and I had rather dye in the service than 
desert it. Pray ^ve my service and tiianks to the Honorable Society for 
their Generous Allowance to bear my charges. I shall take care to fulfill tay 
mission, and goe as for with it as any body that they shall send forth. We 
came hitiier in a sloop from Pensylvania, when we were out of Delaware 
Eiver, a North wrat wind took us and carried us out to sea and lost us ten or 
twelve hours so as I was never lost in my life ; 'tis true sometimes, as the 
sMlor sayes, the last storm was the worst. The sea never got any thing 
before by my sickness, but then I was so sick that I had much adoe lo keep 
my bowels within my body ; we arrived safe at last, God be praised ; but I 
shall bo hardly catched on board so small a vessel again in a good while. 
We are going now by land to Pamplico in North Carolina, a place where 
there never was any minister but only one Dan, Brett, a scandalous Fellow, 
that h^ done more harm than good evwy where. He was the worst I think 
that ever came over. 

""We want a great many good ministers here in America, especially in 
those parts mentioned in the scheme ; but we had better have none at all 
than such scandalous beasts as some make themselves ; not only the worst of 
ministers but of men. If you know none so good as to come, 1 hope you will 
find tbem that are willing to send. Some good books would do very well in 
the mean while, I am sure there is no want of them in England, they have 
enough and to spare. Indeed we have had many of Dr. Bray's books and I 
could wish we had more. But his way and method is not the best for this 
people that we have to do withal, Quakers and Quakers' friends ; to most of 
them, nothing but controversy will serve their turn, 'tis a hard matter to 
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persuade to the Baptismal Covenant, on which the Doctor has writ throe or 
four Books to the folio, that they may be ever learaing and jet never be able 
to come to the knowledge of the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, nor the Ten 
Commandments. 

" Those that we have to deal with are a sharp and inquisitive people : they 
are not satisfied with one Doctor's opinion but must have something that is 
authentic^ if we hope to prevail with them. 

"We should have some Common Prayer Books new or old, of all sorts 
and sizes with the thirty-nine articles, and some books of Homily's, to set up 
the worship and service of God tJU we have ministers ; some of Dr. Combers 
Books would be of right good use here to give those that ask a Eeason of all 
things contained in our English Litui^iea; which has still stood the Best Test 
of all adversaries that were not blind and deaf. Above all, Mr. Lesly, the 
Author of the 'Snake in the Urasa,' has given Quakerism a deadly wound, I 
hope never to be healed : and his five Discourses about Baptism and 
Episcopacy have brought many to the Church. We want a 1000 of them 
to dispose of in the way that we goe. I use to take a wallet full of Books 
and carry them 100 miles about, and disperse theia abroad, and give them to 
all that desired them ; which ia due time will be of good service to the 
Church ; 'tis a comfort to the poop! th W Id ness to see that some body 
takes care of thorn. There is a b t d time to reap, which last I 

don't desire in this world. I mi ht h n y enough of the people in 
many places, but I would never tak y i thos that we goe to proselyte, 
especially amongst the Quakers ■ I es I d t ork with my hands rather 
than they should say I was a hir I g d for money, which they are 

very apt to do. The Governour t \ old Friend, has been very 

generous to us, and has taken ca tl t h be wanting to us while we 
are in his Territories ; if thero we t th Gkivernour in America, it 

would be much cheaper travell f th m onaries. But alas 1 I am 
afrtud we shall lose him before we g t 1 th ■. There are a parcel of 
men in the world, that are given to h d 1 t know when they are well 

themselves, nor can't let others 1 th t d But more of this another 
time, I have writ enough to tire y I my If too : you must take it as it 

is. I have something else to do w th t letters twice over; rough 

as it runs I hope you'll take it in goo 1 p t W th my Love and Service to 
all Friends, I desire your Prayers d est 
"Your real F 1 

" And servant, 



Mr. Talbot to ihe Secretary.-— Extract. 

" PhiUdelphiii, Isl September, 1703. 

" Mr, Keith and I have preached the Gospel to all sorts and 
1, we have baptized several scores of men, women and chil- 
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dreti, chiefly those of his old Friends (the rest are hardened just like the Jews 
who please not God and are contrary to al! men), we have gathered several 
hundreds together for the Church of England, and what is more, to build 
houses for her service. There are four or five going forward now in tliis pro- 
vince and the next. That at BurUngton is allmost finished. Mr. Keith 
preached the first sermon in it before my Lord Cornbnry, whom the Queen 
has made Governour of Jersey to the satisfciction of all Christian people. 
Churches are going up amain where there were uever any before. They are 
going to build three at N. Carolina to keep the people together, lest they 
should fall into Heathenism, Quakerism &e. <&c, and three more in these 
lower counties about New Caalle, besides that at Chester, BurUngton and 
Amboy. 

" And I must be so just to a member of your Society, his Exceilenoy 
Francia Nicholson, Govevnour of Virginia, as to acknowledge him to be the 
Prime Benefactor and rounder,in chief of them al! ; so generous has he been 
to the church ; so just to the State, so far from taking of bribes, that he will 
not receive a present from auy, great or small Therefore we have hopes that 
it will please God and the Queen to give him time to perfect the good works 
that he has begun ; that he may see the Church prosper and prevail against 
all her enemies, which I dare say is all that he desires ; being zealous for the 
honour of the Church of England which is the mother of us all. Upon her 
account it was that I was willing to travel with Mr. Keith, indeed I was loath 
he should go alone, now he was for us, who I'm sure would have had fol- 
lowers enough had he come agwnst us. Besides, I had another end in it, that 
by his free Conversation and teamed Disputes both with his Friends and Ene- 
mies, I have Learnt better in a year to deal with the Quakers, then I could by 
several years' study in the schools. We want more of his narratives which 
would be of good use here where we often meet with the Quakers and their 
Books. More of his answers to Robert Barklay would come well to the clergy 
of Maryland and Virginia, Ac. Barklay's book has done most mischief, there- 
fore Mr. Keith's answer is more requisite and necessary. Mr, Keith has done 
great service to the Church where ever he has been, by Preaching and disput- 
ing, publicly and from house tii house ; he has confuted many (especially the 
Anabaptisla) ; by Labor and Travel night and day, by writing and printing of 
books mostly at his own charge and costs and giving them out freely, which 
has been very expensive to him. By these means People are much awakened, 
and their Eyes opened to see the good old way, and they are very well pleased 
to find the Church at last take such care of her children. For it is a sad 
thing to consider the years that are past, how some that were born of the 
English, never heard of the name of Christ, how many others were baptized ia 
his name and follow away to Heathenism, Quakerism, and Atheism for want 
of confirmation. 

" It seems the strangest thing in the world and 'tis thought History can not 
parallel it, that any place has received the Word of God so many years, 
BO many hundred Cliurches built, so many thousand proselytes made, and 
still i^main altogether in the wilderness as sheep without a shepherd. The 
poor church of America is worse ofi" in this respect than any of her adver- 

" The Presbyterians here come a gi'cat way to lay hands one on another ; 
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but after all I think they had as good stay at home, for the good tbey do. 
The ladependents are called hy their Sovereign Lord the People. The Ana- 
baptists and Quakers pretend to the spirit. But the poor Church has no body 
upon the spot to comfort or confirm her children. No body to ordain aeveraU 
that are willing to serve, were they authorized for the work of the ministry. 
Therefore they fall back again into the Herd of the Dissenters, rather than 
they will be at the Hazard and Charge (o go as far as England for orders ; so 
that we have seen severall Counties, Islands and Provinces, which have 
hardly ati Orthodox minister amongst them, which might have been supplied 
had we been so happy as to see a Bishop or Suffragan apud Americanos. 

" We count ourselves happy, and indeed so we are, under the protection and 
Fatherly Care of the Eight liev. Father in God, Henry Lord Bishop of Lon- 
don, and we are all satisfied that we can't have a greater Friend and Patron 
than himself. But alas ! there is suoh a great Giilph fixt between us, that we 
can't pass to him nor he to us ; but may he not send a Suffri^an ! I believe 
I am sure there are a great many learned and Giood men in England, and I 
believe also did our Gracious Queen Anne but tnow the necessities of her 
many good subjects in these parts of the world, she would allow £1000 per 
annum, rather than so many souls should suffer ; and then it would be a hard 
case if there should not be found one amongst so many pastors and Doctors 
{de tot millibiia, unus qui iTarmens, (fdjuvet nos) ; meanwhile I don't doubt 
but some learned and good man would go further, and do the Church more 
service with £100 per annum than with a coach and six, 100 years hence. 

"The Reverend author of the 'Snake in the Grass' has done great service 
here by his Excellent Book ; no body that I know since the Apostles' dayes has 
managed controversie better against all Jews, Heathens and Heretics ; many 
here have desired to see the author, however I hope we shall not want his 
works, especially s^inst the Quakers, and the five discourses which have con- 
vinced many, and are much desiderated. 

" Those boxes of books that were sent over last year, Mr. Keith has disposed 
of in their several Places as directed. I have carried of the small sort, in 
a wallet, some hundred miles, and distributed them to the people as I saw 
need. They have been long upon the search for truth in these parts, they see 
through the vanity and pretences of all Dissenters, and generally tend directly 
to the Church. Now is the time of harvest, we want a nundred hands for the 
work, meanwhile two or three, that are well chosen, will do more good there 
than all the rest ; for we find by sad experience that people are better where 
they have none, than where they have an ill minister. Next unto God, our 
eyes are upon the Corporation for help in this heavy case. I dare say 
nothing has obtained more reputation to the Church and nation of England 
abroad than the honorable society for Reformation of manners and the Rever- 
end and honorable corporation for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 

" The Quakers compass sea and land to make proselytes ; they send out 
yearly a parcel of vagabond Fellows thatought to be taken ap and put in Bed- 
lam rather than suffered to go about raving and railing against the Laws and 
Orders of Christ and his Church; and for why? Their preaching is of cursing 
and Lyes, poysoning the souls of the people with damnable errors and heresies, 
and not content with this in their own Territories of Pensylvania, hut they 
travel with mischief over all parts as far as they can goe, over Virginia and 
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Maryland, and again through Jevsey and New York as far as New England ; 
but there they stop, for they have prevented them hy good Laws and due 
Execution ; Fas est ah ?tosle doom. Sir 

" Your most humble and obedient servant, 

" John Talbot." 



Mr, Talbot to the Secretary. 

" Philadelphia, 71h April, 1704. 

"Worthy Sir : 

" Mr. Keitli has fought the good fight, finished his race, 
bravely defended the Faith, done the Church of Christ true and laudable 
service, which I trust will he regarded here and rewarded hereafter. I may 
say ie has done more for the Church than any, yea than all that hare been 
before him. He came out worthy of his mission and of the Gospel! of Christ. 
Taking nothing of the Heathen that he came to proselyte ; besides his 
ordinary or rather extraordinary travels, his preaching excellent sermons upon 
al! occasions, his disputes with all sorts of Heathens and Hereticks (who 
Buperahound in these parts; — Africa has not more monsters than America). 
He has written or printed ten or a dozen Books and Sermons, much at his 
own charge, and distributed them freely; which are all excellent in their 
kind, andnave done good service all along shore. Now, since friends must 
part, I pray God, shew some token upon him for good, that he may arrive 
safe in England where he would he, that all his adversaries may see it, and 
be ashamed of their impious omens, &c. I have one prayer more to God for 
the sake of his Church in the deserts, via. : That the Keverend and Honora- 
ble Corporation may find one amongst the thousands of the Reverend and 
Learned Clergv of England, worthy, honest, and willing to succeed, that the 
People of the Lord may not be scattered abroad in the wUdemess like sheep 
without a Shephard, 

"As for the affeirs of the Church here, wee have said much formerly in 
Schemes and Letters, but have heard no great matter how or whether 
received ; therefore I don't mean to be tedious at present ; sometiiing I think 
I should say because you desired me to keep a Journall, To begin then 
where we began our Travells, at Boston Now England. There is one Church, 
and there were two ministers, both sober and discreet men in the main, and I 
believe would have done good service at a distance ; they were both our 
Fiiends, and I could wish they had been so to one another, or that those 
representations were true that are now gone to his Grace and to the Right 
Reverend Bishops of the Corporation, which say they patted good Friends ; 
but to say the Truth as it is, there is such a variance that the Church can't 
flourish between them. Mr. Vesey does very well with his people at New 
York; Mr, Honyman is arrived but not yet settled, because he had been 
scandalized by an evil report which we have no reason to believe. I should 
not have forgott my honest brother Lockier of Khode Island, who is very 
industrious when welL The Quakers themselves as fer as I can hear, have 
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no evil to aay of that Priest. Nova Cosaroa or New Jersey has been most 
unhappy; there is not, nor ever was, an orthodox minister settleil anfongst 
them. But there is one Mr. Alexander Innea a man of great Kety and 
Probity, who has by his Life and Doctrine preached the Goiippll, and rightly 
and duly administered the Holy Sacraments. We hone he will find favour 
with the Noble Corporation because he is worthy, and has need of it ; as the 
people have need of him and are not so able or willing as we could wish to 
support the ministry ; — 'tis pity those hands should be put to dig that are fltt 
to cultivate the vineyard. I come now to Philadelphia where there is now 
none but Mr, Evans a very sober, decent man, who has doubled his diligence 
ance Mr. Thomas departed ; he does the whole service of the Church now, 
and is more constant and frequent in preaching and performing divine service 
than any that I itnow upon the Continent ; but the school is supplyed here 
by a Swede until! one can be sent from England, which I hope will not be 
long. Now there is a good salary pdd, and it would be a very good school 
were there but a good master; 'tis hard that the Heathens should have 
schools in the town, and the Christiana not one. The Church at Chester is 
almost finished, and one at New York is going to be reared, both by the 
care and industry of Mr. Jasper Yeates, and ail by the generous bounty of 
Governour Nicholson. God send us such a Publick Spinted Minister in the 
Church here, as he is always and everywhere the best Friend and Patron of 
the Church, the Crown and Country that ever came over. I dare say this 
because I know it to bo true, having had the honor to know his Excellency 
many years, though I know he has as many adversaries as the Church herself, 
and the more I dare say upon her account. . . , We received a box of 
boots, by the hands of his Honor Governour Evans, wiitten by tie Keverend 
Author of the "Snake in the Grass;" we know not who sent thera, but, 
being directed for Mr, Keith, we ventured to lend them abroad for the 
Publick good, and pray God to blesa the Author and the Donors. There 
were the first and second defence of the Snake &c but not the Snake itself; 
and tour of his five discourses, but not that of Episcopacy, which are most 
desiderated bore; we cannot purchase either of those books at any rate; we 
want 1000 Common Prayer Books ; we can hardly get one in America, and 
when we do find one, it costs five times as much as it's worth in England. 
The Church wants to be published here, which can't be done without the 
Liturgy, and something to shew for what we say. Mr. Tate's and Mr. 
Brady's Psalms have obtained here, and would do so every where, if they 
had in them the Bishop of London-derry's book of the " Inventions of Men 
in ihe Worship of God" and Dr. Beveridge's sermons of the " Excellency of 
the Common Prayer," which have gone a great way here to save the Church. 
I can't tell what would do more except the Doctors should come themselves ; 
however I hope they wilt send those books we mentioned with some others in 
the scheme, as Mr. Brent's of Bristol against Lying, which is not to be 
forgotten at this time and place. Tra sorry Mr. Barclay returned so soon 
from his post at Braintree in New England, the poor Christians are mightily 
opprest there by a sort of Hypocrites, who pretend to receive the Church, but 
indeed are her mortal enemies ; their College also has gone a great way to 
poison this country with Damnable doctrines, which appears by the Learned 
books of the Eev. Mt. Keith to be worse than Heathenism or Alheisni ; we 



d by Google 



Keith and Talbot, xliii 

Lope tiat care will be taken in this heavy ease that some Grave and Wise 
Tutor rftid Phiiosophec will be sent to preside at the College of Cambridge in 
New England to teaeh them humanity in the first place, that in time they 
might be brought to Christian Principles and Practices ; for at present they 
are not much better than the Quakers, and in the latter particular, much 
worse. If I had an Estate I could not have laid it out better than in the 
service of God, apud Americanos along with Mr. Keith, wko is a true son of 
the Church of England, sound in ftdth and holy in Life, whom I love and 
reverence as my Father and Master, and shall be as Loath to part witli him 
as if he were so indeed. Therefore I am the more obliged to the Eeverend 
aud Honorable Society for their generous allowance to me, that I might not 
be burdensome to him nor to others, hut beneficial to all as, far aa we could 
goe. God be praised a Door is opened to the Gospel, and the true light 
Bhines to them in the Wilderness, but there are many adversaries ; and now 
our Champion is gone, we must make a running fight out by God's blessing 
and his books. I shall do my best. I mean to gather up the arrows that he 
has shot so well at the mark, and throw them again where there is most 
need. 

"Tour most humble 

" And obedient servant, 

"John Talbot." 



[The foregoing letters of Messrs. Keith and Talbot will have p ep 1 the 
reader for the Journal of the former, to which allusion is made m the 1 ttera 
This Journal was the official report of the Society's agent, and n ta state- 
ments the Society acted in selecting the first missionary stations a what b 
now the United States. — Pod. Gommitteb.] 
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A 

JOURNAL 

OF THE 

®^raBjl0 and lUinistrj 

Of the Reverend 

GEOEGE KEITH, A.M. 



THE Twenty eighth Day of April 1703, I sailed from Cowes in the 
Inle of Wight, in one of the Queens Ships, called the Centurion, 
whereof Captain Zfe»vj« was Commander, who was very Civil to me, 
bound for Boston in Rew-England ; and by the good Providence of 
God we arriv'd at Boston the EleventJi day of June, our whole time of Passage 
heiDg Six Weeks and one Day. Colonel Dudley Govemour of Mew-.Ehiffland, 
and Colonel Pome Deputy Govemour, and Mr. Morris, with all whom we sailed 
in the same ship, were 8o generous and kind both to Mr. Patrick Gordon 
Missionary for Long-Island, and to me, that at their desire we did Eat at their 
Table all the Voyage on free cost 

At my Arrival the Reverend Mr. Samuel Miles, and the Eeverend Mr. 
Christopher Bridge, both Ministers of the Church of England Congregation 
at Boston, did kindly receive me and the two ministers in company with me, 
and we lodg'd, and were kindly entertained in their Houses, during our abode 
at Boston. 

June 14, l'r02, being Sunday, at the request of tte abovenamed Ministers 
of the Church of England, I Preached in the Queens Chappel at Boston, on 
Eph, 2. 20, 21, 22, where was a large Auditory, not only of Ohuroh People, 
but of many oljiers. 

Soon aiier, at the request of the Ministers and Vestry, and othera of the 
Auditory, my Sermon was Printed at Boston. It contained in it, towards the 
conclusion, Sis plain brief Rules { Vide Appendix), which I told my Auditory 
did well t^ree to the Holy Scriptures, and they being well observed and put 
in Practice, would bring all to the Church of England who dissented from her. 
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This did greatly Alarm tlie Independent Preachers at Boston. Whereupon 
Mr. Increase Mather, one of the chief of them, was set on Work to Print 
against my Sermon, as accordingly he did, and Published a small Treatise 
against the said six Rules, wherein he laboured to prove them all falwj and 
contrary to Scripture, but did not say any thing against the Body of my 
Sermon. And not long after, I Printed a Treatise in Vindication of Uiese Six 
Rules, in answer to his, wherein I shewed the invalidity of his objections 
i^ainst thera. This I had Printed at New York, the Printer at Boston not 
daring to Print it, lest he should give offence to the Independent Preachers 
there. After it was Printed, the printed Copies of it were sent to Boston, 
and dispersed both over New- England and the other parfs of North America. 

June 21, Sunday. I preached a second Sermon at the Queens Ohappel, 
on Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8, 9. 

June 2S, Sunday. The Reverend Mr. John Talhot, who had been Cliap- 
laia in the Centurion, Preached there. 

By the advice of my good Friends at Boston, and especially of Colonel 
Joseph Dvdley, Govemour of Boston Colony, I chose the abovenamed Mr. 
John Talbot to he my Assistant and Associate in my Missionary Travels and 
Services, he having freely and kindly offered himself, and whom I freely and 
kindly received, and with the first occasion I wrote to the Society, praying 
them, to allow of him to be my Fellow-Companion and Associate in Travels, 
(fee-, which they accordingly did, and indeed Divine Providence did well order 
it, for he proved a very loving and faithful Associate to me, and was very 
helpful to me in all respect, and was well approved and esteemed every 
where, both with respect to his Preaching and IJving, in the several places 
where we Travelled. 

JuIj/ I , Wednesday. I went from Boston to Cambridge in New-England, 
accompanied with my assodate Mr. Talbot, and Mr, Bridge abovenamed, and 
I was present at the Oommen cement, which was that very day : and having 
heard Mr. Samuel Willard, President of the College, at the said Commence 
ment maintMn some Assertions that seemed to me very unsound, the next 
day I writ a Letter to him in Latin, shewing my great dislike of those his 
assertions, and after some days I sent it to him ; after this, at the request of 
some there, I put it into English, and had it Printed at New York, and 
dispersed into many other places oi America, as well as of JVew England. 

The Assertions abovenamed of the said Mr, Samuel Willard, that seemed 
to me very unsound, were these : I. That the Fall of Adam, by virtue of 
God's Decree, was necessary. 11. That every free act of the Reasonable 
Creature is determined by God, so that whatever the Reasonable Creature 
acteth freely, it acteth the same necessarily. 

Not long after my Letter to him was Published and dispersed, he Printed 
a reply to it, in a small Treatise containing about four Sheets, where notwith- 
standing his many shufflings, and seeming to disown the charge, ho very 
roundly and plainly not only asserts all that I had charged on him, but much 
more, as appears from his express Words, Page 50 of the said Reply, Where 
he saith, Nor shall J part with my opinion ? via. that the Origins and Cause 
of the necessity of the jirst Sin is mare to be derived from, Qod, than from 
Man himself. Nay further, (saith he) that the whole cause of the futurity 
of it is owing to the divine Decree, thfiugh still the whole sin and blame of if 
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M due to Adam, for that in, the accomplishing of his Aposiaey, he abused Ai* 
own free Will, and Voluntarily transgressed (he Command. 

After some time that his Reply to my Letter waa Printed, I puHislieii in 
Print aa answer to tia Reply, my answer contains about six Sheets. My 
Endeavours in these matters, by the Blessing of God, had a good effect in 
quieting the Minds of many People in these parts, and bringing them over to 
tie Church, in JSait-Jersey, especially at Elisabeth Town there. Such who 
desire to read both my Answer to Mr. Samuel WUlard, and my letter, and 
also my Answer to Mr. Increase Mather in vindication of the sis Rules above- 
mentioned, together with all the other Treatises I published in Print during 
my abode in America, from Jum 11th 1702, to June the 8lh 1704, and 
some Printed Sermons within the said time, may find them at the most 
Reverend Thomas Lord Arch-Bishop of Canterbury his Library at St, Martins, 
all bound up together in one Volume, which I presented to the Society some 
small time after my arrival at London. 

July 5, Sunday. I Preached again at the Queens Chappel in Boston upon 
Rev. 3. 20. 

July 8, July 9, Thursday. I went from Boston to lAnn, accompanied with 
Mr. Talbot, and the next day, being the Quakers Meeting day, we visited their 
Meeting there, having first called at a Quaker's House, who was of my former 
acquaintance. Mr. Sh^herd the Minister of lAnn did also accompany us, 
but the Quakers, though many of them had been formerly Members of his 
Church, were very abusive to him, as they were imto ns. After some time 
of silence, I stood up and began to speak, but they did so interrupt with their 
Noise and Clamour against me, that I could not proceed, though I much 
entreated them to hear me : So I sat down and heard their Speakers one after 
another utter abundance of falsehoods and impertinendes and gross perversions 
of many Texts of the Holy Scripture. After their Speakers had done, they 
hasted to be gone : I desired ihem to stay, and I would shew them that they 
had spoke many falaboods, and perverted many places of Scripture, but tiiey 
would not stay to hear. But many of the People staid, some of them 
Quakers, and others who were not Quakers but disaffected to fbe Quakers 
Principles. I asked one of their Preachers before he went away, seeing they 
Preached so much the sufficiency of the Light within to Salvation, (without 
any thing else) did the lAght within teach him without Scripture, that onr 
Blessed Saviour waa bom of a Virgin, and died for our Sins, &o. He replyed, 
If he said it did, I would not believe him, and therefore he would not 

After their Speakers were gone, 1 went up into the Speakers Gallery, where 
they use to stand and Speak, and I did read unto the People lliat staid to 
hear me, Quakers and others, many Quotations out of Edw. Burroughs'^ 
Folio Book, detecting his vile Errors, who yet was one of their cliief Aatiors, 
pai'tieularly in Page 150, 151. where he renders it the Doctrine of Salvation 
tkafs only necessary to be Preached, viz. Christ mlhin, and that lie is a 
Deceiver that exh/yrts People for Salvation to any oilier thing' than the Light 
within ; as appears by his several Queries in the Pages cited. And where he 
saith, P^e 273. that the Sufferings of the People o? &od in this Age [mean- 
ing the ^uakers^ are greater Sufferings, and more Unjust, than those of 
Christ and the Apostles ; what was done to Christ, or to the Apostles, was 
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chiefly done by a Law, and in great part hy the due execution of a Law. But 
all this a noted Quaker, whose nauie I spare to mention, (as I generally intend 
to spare the' mentioning of their Names) did boldly defend. But another 
Quaker who stood by, confessed the last Passage in rendering the Quakers 
Sufi'erings greater and more unjust than the Sufferings of Christ, was not well 
worded, but to excuse it, said, «ie must not make a Man, an ofender for 

July 10. We came to Hampton, and were very kindly entertained there. 
Hampton is distant K, Eastward from Boston 50 Miles, 

July 12, Sunday. Mr, Talbot Preached at Hampton in the forenoon, and 
I Preach'd there in the Afternoon on Acts 86. 18. 

July 16, Wednesday. I Preached the Lecture there on the aame Text 

JtU^ 16, Thursday. We went to the Quakers Meeting at Hampton, 
accompanied with Mr. John Cotton the Minister of the Parish, and Mr. 
Ouslim the Minister of Salisbury Parish, and very many Civil People of both 
these Parishes came, who were not Quakers, hoping to have heai'd some feir 
Dispute betwixt the Quakers and me. At the Quakers Meeting there we 
heard two Quaker Preachers. The firat who spoke wsa a Ship Carpenter 
from Siiaate, who spoke about half an hour or more, but very Ignorantly, and 
most grossly perverting several Teils of Scripture, paiiicularly Job. 17. 3. and 
Horn. 1. 19. which be brought to prove, that the ignorant People (to whom 
he directed his Discourse) as he accounted them, had a little Babe within 
them, lying in a Manger under the Earth, to which if they would hearken, 
that little Babe withm them {meaning by that little Babe, the Light within 
them) would give them the knowledge of God, which was Life Eternal, He 
told theia he could not read the Scripture, and hoped they would excuse 
him, if he did not so exactly quote the Words. After him the other Quaker 
Preacher, who came from Shrewaherry in East-tTerse?/, began and continued 
Preaching very long, above two Hours, and did mightily heat himself; he 
also most ignorantiy spoke manythings, and grossly perverted and misapphed 
many Texts of Scripture, to prove the sufBciency of the Light within to 
Salvation {viz. without Scripture or any thing else.) And as the Quakers 
ordinary way is in their Preaching every where, they have a set of Texts of 
Scripture which they commonly bring to prove the su^iciency of the Light 
within to Salvation initliaut any thing else, but which they miserably pervert 
and misapply, such as Job. 1. 9. Job. 3. 19, 20. Job. 12. 36, Job. 16. 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11. Bom. 10. 6, 1, 8. 2 Cor. 12. 9.- Titus 2. 11, 12. Many of which 
Texts and others he did grossly pervert and misapply to prove bis ialse 
Doctrine. And the like perversions of Scripture he used agdnst Baptism, and 
the Lord's Supper, in the common road of other Quakers, as extant in their 
Printed Books. Aft^r he had done, having exceedingly tired and wearied all 
his Hearers who were not Quakers, I offered to speak, but immediately their 
Preachers went away in all hast after I began to speak, though I earnestiy 
entreated them to stay ; many also of the Quaker hearers went away with 
them, but some st^ed, and all the people who were not Quakers, t<^ether 
with the two New-Mngland Ministers abovementioned, did stay, and heard me 
about the space of an hour resume and refute the heads of the Quaker 
Preachers discourse, and rescue the Texts of Scripture which they had quoted 
from their gross perversions and misapplications, both as concerning the 
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Light mthin, and the Hol^ Sacraments of Baptism, and tlw Lord's Supper. 
But the day being very hot, and the House not large enougk to contain the 
Auditory, we kept the Meeting in an Orchard joining to the House, where we 
had some shade of Trees. Among the Quakers who stayed to hear me, one 
or two endeavoured to interrupt me in my Discourse ; but a noted Quaker 
and Preacher of good repute belonging to their Meeting, did forbid thena to 
make any interruption, telling them, I did not interrupt tbeir Preachers, and 
therefore they should not interrupt me. I did also read to them many gross 
Antichristian expressions I had collected out of the Folio Book of Mdviard 
Burroughs (whom the Quakers have magnified with no less tiUe than that of 
a Prophet, in their Htle page of his Folio Book, published by them after his 
decease) and I told them if tbey were willing I would show them the Passages 
in the Book it self. To this lie abovementioned Quaker Preacher repljed to 
me, I needed not to show them to him, for he believed the Quotations were 
truly made, and that there were great Errors in their Friend's Books. The 
same Quaker preacher did kindly invite us to his House, with whom I bad 
inueh Discoui^ae. He told me he approved very well of what he had heard 
me discourse, and that he did perceive my Doctiine about the necessity of 
Faith in JesHS Christ, in order to Salvation, was the same he had formerly 
heard me dedare in their Meetings when I was among them about Twelve 
Years past. Some <A his Neighbours told me, his manner of Preaching in the 
Quakers Meetings, was not to speak much, but what he spoke was generally 
no other than the express words of Scripture, without bis putting any 
Commentary or gloss on them ; he has the Character of a sober, honest, and 
very charitaUe Man among all his Neighbours, his Name is Thomas Chase. 
At this same Meeting of the Quakers at Hampton, one of the Quakers 
belonging to that MeetJng did boldly af&rm to me, before many Witnesses, 
that the Blood of Christ that was outwardly shed upon the Cross could do 
him no good, and he did extremely blame me, for owning to Mr, John Cotton 
the Minisier of Hampton Parish, about Twelve Yeai^ past, that we were 
justified and sanctified by that Blood of Christ's Body that was outwardly shyd 
on the Cross, and did earnestly contend that the Blood of Christ, whereby the 
faittful are said in Scripture to be justified and sanctified, was not any outward 
Blood of Christ, but the inward Blood of the Light within thera, aa they bad 
learned from George Fox, and George Whitehead, and other Quaker AuUiors, 
in their Printed Books, whereof I have given a large and full Account, in 
severid of my Printed Narratives at London, particularly the first,. third, and 
fourth. I endeavoured to helfi the swd Quaker's Understanding, by infonnicg 
him, that by our being justified and sanctified by the Blood of Christ, that 
was outwardly shed, was not meant that it was by any material or outward 
application of that Blood to us, but by the Merit of our blessed Sarionr's 
Passion and Death, in his being a most satisfactory and acceptable Sacrifice to 
God for our Sins, the which Sacrifice required that bis Blood should be shed ; 
for without the shedding of Biood, there could be uo remission of Sins ; and 
all Men who had remission of Sins by that Blood, it was by a true and lively 
Faith in that Blood ; but all that I said or could say to him did not prevail, 
but he continued strong in his most unchristian assertion, still justifying it, 
and blaming me for my Christian Doctrine. This with all the other Passages 
I brought both from their Preachers words, then spoke by them, and quoted 
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out of their Books, which the Qualiera present did not contradict, did greatly 
satisfy the People there, who were not. Quakers, that the Quakers chief 
Authors and Preachers were guilty of most unchristian Principles, repugnant 
to the Fundamentals of the Christian Faith ; and that the inferior sort had 
received their gross Errors from their Leaders Words and Writings, 

tTif^y 19, Sunday. Mr. Talbot Preached at S(dishu)y ia tlie Forenoon, 
and I Preached there in the Afternoon, on Philip. 3. 13, where we liad a 
great Auditory, and well affected, as also we Lad the liie at Hampton. The 
occasion of onr having so great an Auditory both at Hampfm, and at Salis- 
hury was this, as some of them told us, that they had been inform'd concern- 
ing us, that We heing Ministers of the Ch/arck of England, we would Preach 
doumrriffht Popery to our Hearers: But {said they) we came the rather to 
hear yon, to know whether we could hear any Popery Preached by you ; but 
indeed, (said they which were the most Judicioiis, and most Ancient among 
them,) Praised be God we heard no Popish Doctrine Preached hij any of you, 
hut good sound Protestant Doctrine, the same which we have heard vw 
Ministers of New-England Preach to us, and wkich to our great comfort we 
have believed these Phrty Years past, and we still continue to believe. We 
replied, we were very glad to find that they were of the same Faith with the 
Church of England, in these great Fundamentals of the Christian Eeligion. 

July 23, 1702. We came to the Quakers Meeting at Dover (by Piscata- 
way River) distant from Boston North-Eastwards about Seventy Miles, where 
after some time of silence, we heard their Preacher, who was a Taylor, and 
lived in the Town of Dover .■ He did not speak long, but exhorted them to 
keep to the Foundation, and he quoted St. Paul's Words, Another Founda- 
tion can no Man lay, but that which is laid already, which is Jeans Okrist. 
I heard him patiently till he had dons; and after he had done, I perceiving, 
by the sequel of his discourse, that he meant nothing else by Jeazts Christ 
being the Foundation, 6;^ the light within them, and as it is in all Men, 
according to their common Doctrine. I asked him what he meant by Jesus 
Christ being the Foundation, whether the Light within them only, or the 
Man Christ Jesus, who was, and ia, both God and Man without them, and 
who is also in them as he is God, and is in all Men by his general 
Presence and Illumination, and is ia all the Faithful by his special 
Grace and Illumination 3 But to this he would give no positive 
answer. But seemed greatly surprized, and as a Man astonished at 
my plain Question ; for 1 found he had no other nolaon of Jestts Christ 
being the Foundation, but the Light within, which he called God, and said, 
God was Adam's Teacher the firet, and will be the last; all which he 
applyed to the Light within, as it is in al! Men, Jews, Turis, and Infidels, the 
same as in the Quakers by their plain confession. I asked him again, did the 
light within him, without the Scripture, teach him that Jesus Christ was 
Bom of the Virgin Mary? He replyed by asking me, who taught Joseph 
that Christ was to be Born of her ? I answered him, an Angel : But had an 
Angel taught him the same 3 He said the Holy Ghost had taught him. I 
again asked him, had the Holy Ghost Taught him that without the Scripture 3 
To this he quite demurred, and was at a stand, until a Quaker that was next to 
him, whispered to him in the Ear, and bid him ask me, who taught ^eba- 
chadnezsar that the fourth that was with the three Children in the £ery 
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Fuinaec was like the Son of God ? I answered him, that case was Miraculous 
and extcaordinary, which he could not pretend unto ; nor do the Leaders 
among the Quakers pretend, that the lAght within them, without Scripture, 
teacheth them anything of Christ as he was outwardly Bom of a Virgin, or 
of his Death, Burial, and Resurrection, &c. for it is not needful (they say) to 
be taught them by the Light within them, and yet the Light within them 
doth sufficiently teach them all that is necessary to Salvation without any 
thing elsB ; which plmnly proves from their avowed Principle, that they do 
not think the Faith of Christ's Birth, Death, Burial, Resurrection, ifec. 
necessary to their Salvation ; hut even this again is contradicted by some of 
them, who affirm it is necessary to Uiem who have the Sciiptures, to have that 
Faith, and to such not lo liave it, is a Damnable Sin. After this abort 
Conference with him he went away, and some of the Quakers with him, but 
many stayed behind, both Men and Women, with whom we had much 
diseoui^e, wherein they generally betrayed their horrid ignorance, and 
prejudice, against the very Fundamentals of Christianity. One of them did 
mightily contend against me, for the sufficiency of the Light within every Man 
to Salvation, without any thing else, and charged my denial of his Assertion 
to be Blasphemy ; for (said he) the Light within is God, and Glod could do 
every thing, and can, and is sufficient to save us without any thing else. I 
replyed to him, there were several things God could not do. This agiuu he 
charged to be Blasphemy, and bid me give him one Instance of any one 
thing he could not do. I told him, I could give him diverse Instances ; aa 
that be could not Lie, nor be the Author of any Sin, to which he assented. 
I told him again, as God could not Lie, so nor conid he contradict his 
declared will and purpose plainly delivered to us in the holy Scripture, which 
was to save us by Jesus Christ, who died for us, \Thess. 5. 9. and therefore 
thia being God's revealed Will to save ns by Jesus Christ who died for us, to 
save us without Jesus Christ who died for us, would contradict God's revealed 
Will given ns in the holy Scripture ; this Answer did quita put him to silence. 
After I had thus said, one Mrs, Knight, a Quaker belonging to their Meeting, 
being present, (whose Name I mention to her Praise, and to make it known, 
that some among the Quakers are not such Infidels, as they more generally 
are, though all of them, even the best, are involved in great Errors) signified 
her good liking to my Answer, and said, she thought that I would give that 
Answer : she also did vindicate my Reputation against another Quaker- Wo- 
man there present, who said, they {vii. Uie Qaabers) had no good <^inion of 
me, when I was formeriy among them in tliat Town, about Twelve Years past 
or more. I am sure, said Mrs. Knight, that is not true ; for Friends then had 
a very good Esteem of him, and particularly so I had, and was glad that by 
my Husbands Invitation, he came and Lodg'd one Night at our House. And 
while we were discoursing about a sinless Perfection, whether it was attainable 
in this Life ; another Quakei'- Woman affirmed, that she was perfect to that 
degree, tiiat she had not any Sin. What (said I) have ye no sin, neither 
actual nor original 3 Was ye not Bom with original sin ? nay, (said she) T 
was bom of Holy Parents, and I knew never any thing but Purity and 
Holiness. But, said I, David came of holy Parents, and yet he said^ Pmh 
61. 6. Sehold T was shapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother conceive 
me. Were yout Parents more holy than Davids Parents ! To this she 
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answered, what David's Parents were she knew not, whether holy or not, but 
she inew her Parents that they were holy. And this is the very Doctrine 
of George Fox and Edward Burroughs, in their Printed Books, that the 
Children of holy Parents are Born without all defilement of Sin. After this 
Mr, Talbot produced George Fox^s Will in Print (which as it has received 
several Impressions at London, so it bath tad one at least at New-York in 
ATnerica) and began to read in it, how George Fox left his Boots and Spurs, 
and Clyster-pipe, to Thomas Lower ; by which Mr, Talbot did infer, that it 
seeaied George Fox did leave them as holy Relieks, No, said she, vis. the 
above mentioned Woman who said she had no Sin, they have been silver 
Spurs, for she had seen silver Spurs, and the Clyster-Pipe was a Golden 
Pipe ; To this I replyed, this made George Jbaf very vain and Proud, that his 
Spurs were silver Spurs ; this was a great reflexion on George Fox, to say he 
wore silver Spurs ; and that his Clyster-Pipe was a Golden Pipe, liiis was to 
render him very Prodigal indeed, who was but a poor Shoemaker Joumy- 
man (whose Master I knew) before he became the Eing-leader of the Quakers, 
that no leas would serve him than silver-Spurs ; and as for a Golden Clyster- 
Pipe, r never heard of any such thing before. We had also much reasoning 
with diverse of the Quakers in that Meeting, concerning the Sacj-amenta, and 
particularly that of Baptism. The chief Person that did undertake to dispute 
with me against Baptism with Water, was a Quaker Justice of that Town, 
whose Name I spare, as I think fit generally to spare their names (except 
where I can say something to their commendation, and that is but very 
seldom) whereas I produced Maiih. 28. 19. to prove that our Blessed 
Saviour bad commanded the practice of Baptism to his Apostles, and to their 
Successors to administer it to all Proselytes to Christianity to the end of the 
World : To this he replyed, that Water was not mentioned, and that the 
Baptism that Christ there commanded, was not outward Baptism with 
Water, but inward Baptism, with the Spirit. I asked him what Teaching 
was that, which Christ commanded there, Matth. 28. 19, 20. He said, it was 
inward Teaching ; but in this another Quaker presently contradicted him, and 
said, it could not be inward Teaching that Christ commanded the Apostles ; 
for none but God, and Christ, and the Holy Ghost, eonld Teach inwardly ; 
but the Apostles being but Men, they could but Teach outwai'dly ; I 
commended his answer, and from thence I inferred against them both, that as 
the Apostles could not Teach inwardly, so nor could they Baptize inwardly, 
the latter being as impossible to Men to do as the former ; and therefore the 
Baptism that Christ commanded the Apostles to administer was outward 
Baptism with Water, and which accordingly they performed either by them- 
selves, or by appointing others to do it by the Authority they had from 
Chmt. This is but a hint of many things that passed in discourse betwixt us, 
having continued with them for many hours. Alter we came out of the 
Meeting, the Quaker-Woman who boasted so much of her sinless Perfection, 
did invit« us to her House, and did kindly entertain us both with Victuals and 
Drink, and ofiered us a good Bed to lodge in, it being late. Wo thanked her 
for her Hospitality and proffer to lodge us, but we went into our Boat that 
waited for us, and went down the River that Night to the Town called Straw- 
herry^nk, and lodged there at an Inn, or Public House of Entertainment. 
Here it is worthy of notice, what some of the Seighboura of the Quakers 
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of tbat Town did iBform us coneeming the Quakers there, viz. how that 
sometime after Qiiakerism had got entrance info that Town, and they had set 
up a Qualser Meeting there, the Quakers invited their Neighbours to come to 
their Meetings, where they should hear excellent Preachers, who should 
Preach to them freely without any Cost or Charge, not like their liirellng 
Minister, who put them to great chsi^e to maintain him : Upon this Publica- 
tion, many or most of the Parish deserted the Minister, and frequented the 
Quakers Meetings. But not long after, the Contributions that the Quakers 
gathered in their Monthly and Quarterly Meetings for the Travelling Friends 
of the Ministry, were so frequent, and rose so high, that they far exceeded 
what they were to pay their Minister as the Law of the Counti'y required ; 
whereupon they generally concluded to desert tte Quaker Meetings, and 
return to their Mnister ; for, said they, if this be the way of it, that the 
upholding the Quakers Ministers that come among us be so chargeable, far 
above what we pay to the Minister of the Parish, we will go back again to our 
own Minister Mr. John Pike, and accordingly so they did, and continue hearing 
their own Minister, who is of good Fame among the Neighbourhood, and 
whom we intended to have visited at his House, but it happened that he was 
gone abroad ; however such as were more thoroughly leavened with 
Quakerism, keeped up their Meetings, and have Built a Meeting-House to 
themselves, where we did visit them, and discourse with them as above- 
mentioned. 

Jul)/ 25, 1703. We Arrived at Sakm,, and had intended to have visited 
the Quakers at their Meeting there, the next Day, but we were informed that 
they had i-einoved their Meeting for that Day from Salem to another Place, 
of which we could have no notice, though we made enquiry. 

Jttly 28. In our way from Salem to Boston, as we stayed some Hours at 
the Ferry by Ifewberry, I had much discourse with a sober Carpenter who 
was a Quaker, his Name was William. Clement. He did readily confess to 
the Fundamentals of the Christian Faith, concerning our blessed Saviour ; but 
had some dispute with me about Baptism, and by the Discourse I had there 
with bim, seemed to be much convinced tbat it was his Duty to have his 
Children Baptized, as he had been himself, in Infancy, and had a Resolution 
to have it done. 

August 1. We returned to Boston. 

August 3, Sunday. I Preached again at the Queen's Otappcl there on 
Philip. 2. 13. 

August 3, 1V03. I set out from Boston accompanied with the Reverend 
Mr. Samuel Mylea, one of the Ministers of the Church of Sngland CongTega- 
Ijon there, and we arrived at Newport in Rhod-Island the next day, where 
we were kindly received. Mr. Lochyer the Church of England Minister (here 
and diverse others of the Church came from Newport and met us at the 
Ferry, and conducted us to the Town, and place of our Lodging. Mr. Talbot 
stayed at Boston to officiate in the Church there for Mr. Myles, until 
his return. 

August 6, I went to the Quakers Meeting at New-port on Rhod-Island 
accompanied with Mr. Myles, Mr. Lockyer, and many People belonging to 
tte Church there, some of them being Justices of the Peace, to wit, Mr.. Carr, 
and Mr, Layton. 



d by Google 



li Protestant Episcopal ffistorical Collections. 

Aftet oae of their Preaeters had spoke a long time, and came to an end, 
having perverted many Texts of Scripture, to prove the siifficieiicy of the 
Light within, the inward Teacher, without any thing else, their common 
Subject ; and though they do not so very frec[uenUy say, mihout any ihing 
else, yet they always so mean it, and oft so express it, aa tiey have very muci 
of late both in their Discourses and Books. The two particular Texts of 
Scripture wtieh he greatly perverted, to prove the Quakers false Notion of the 
Bufficienoy of the Light within all Men to Salvation, without any thing else, 
were J(A. 16. 8. and Titus 2. 11. I began to speak, standing up in a 
Gallery opposite to the Gallery where their Teachers were placed, who were 
many ; having intended in a friendly manner to inform them, how their 
Speaker had misunderstood and misinterpreted those, and other Texts of 
Scripture ; and I much requested them to hear me a while without interrup- 
tion, aa I had heard their Preacher. Bat I was instantly interrupted by them 
very rudely, and they were very abusive to me with their ill-Language, 
calling me Apostate, &a and they threatened me with being guilty of the 
breach of the Act of ToUeration, by which they said their Meetings were 
Authorized. I told them I had not broken the Act of ToUeration ; for ndther 
that Act, nor any Law of England, did forbid a Minister of the Church of 
England to speak in their Meetings, if he did not interrupt them, as I did 
not, nor did I intend so to do. And fley who made the interruption were 
guilty of the breach of that Act, and not t ; though upon good enquiry it will 
be found, the Quakera have not the benefit of that Act, for want of the 
Qualifications of their Preachers required by the Act. 

Mr. Myles said I ought to be heard, I being a Missionary into these 
American parts, by the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Eoreign 
Parts, sent on purpose to endeavour to reduce the Quakers from their Errors, 
the which Society hath a Patent from the Crown of England, and not to hear 
me, nor suffer me to speak, was a Contempt of Supream Authority. Some of 
the Quakers having said that Mr. Myles affirmed I was sent by the Queen : 
I told them I had no immediate Mission Irom the Queen, and I knew not that 
ever the Queen (whom God Bless and Preserve) had heard of me. But 
remotely and mediately ray Mission was from the Queen, it beiug from the 
SonourabU Society, who had a Patent from the Crown. 

After this I applyed my self to their Governour, Col. Cranston, who was 
there present, and Irequents their Meetings, but is no professed Quaker ; and 
I sMd to him. May it please your Honour to command these Men not to 
interrupt me, but that I may have a Peaceable hearing among such here 
present vfho are desirous to hear me, as indeed many such were, not only of 
the Church People, but of Independents and Anabaptists, as well as diverse 
of the Quakers, especially the Younger sort of them. These modest words 
of mine to the Governour (who is chosen by the People, but is not their 
Governour by the Queen's immediate appointment) some Quakers have so 
wrested and ^Isified in Print, that they have afSrmed I spoke to the 
Governour in a commanding way, to compel the Quakers to hear me, which 
were neither my Words nor Sense ; for I only desired him, that by his 
Authority I might not be interrupted : And if I be interrupted, it behoved 
me to complain to the Honourable Society, that I could not have liberty to 
speak in their Meeting, and so, what in them lay, to irustrate the end of my 
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For where could I have opportunity to inform ihem, but in their 
js ! Should I go to their Houses, they would not let me come into 
them. The Govemour, at this, went away, and Civilly said to me, he thought 
I had done better, to have stayed till they had done. I fold him, then they 
would be gone, as they had soiTed me at Zynn, at ffampton, and at Dover. 
After the Governour was gone, one of their Speakers, who was the Deputy 
Goveriiour, and had been formerly thdr. chief Governour, took out of his 
Pocket a Printed abusive Paper full of Lies, having no Name to it, and began 
to read it in the Meeting, on purpose to drown my Voice, that I might not be 
heard. The Htle of it was. One Wonder more : or George Keith the eighth 
Wonder of the World, Printed at London several Tears before. Mr. Myles 
said it was an lufamous Libel, without a Name to it, and it was a shame for 
such a man as he, being Lieutenant Governour in the Place, to read such an 
Infamous Libel against any Man, on purpose vilely to defame him. 

After he had done, another Quaker Preacher, who had been formerly theic 
Governour, began to Preach ; he told the Auditory he had read the Scriptures 
in three Languages, but neither in Latin, Greek, nor H^me : but first 
Literally, secondly Carnally, thirdly Spiritually. He stud the Grace [the 
Light within all Men] was all-sufficient, which he brought as a Proof for its 
being sufBdent to Ssuvation, without Scripture, or Christ's Blood shed, vrithout 
U9, or any thing else. He also said, it was to as little purpose to Preach to 
natural Men, or for natural Men to read the Scriptures, as to Four-Footed 
Beasts; whereby he not only condemned the Practice of the Apostles, who 
Preached to natural Men, as Christ commani3ed them ; but also he condemned 
the Practice of the Quaker Preachers, who both Preach, and write Books to 
natural Men, whom they call the World in order to Convert them to Quaker- 
ism ; all this, and many other gross falshoods and nonsensical Words he there 
uttered. And yet afi this the Quakers swallow down, as lie InftiUible 
dieteites of the IJght within them, as th^f pretend ; for as George Whitehead 
hath affirmed in his little Book, called. The Voice of Wisdom, such Ministers 
who want InfaUibiliiy, and speak not from, the Infallible Spirit, are no 
Ministers of Christ. And George Foxi'm his great J/ysfery, calls them, 
Thieves, Witches, Conjurers, who ^eak or write, and not from ike Infallible 
Spirit ; surely by this Quaker-fest, their greatest Authors and Leaders are no 
other, whose Discourees and Books are full of notori-ous falsehoods, and 
contradictions to the holy Scriptures. 

At last the first Speaker made a long rambling Prayer, full of Taufoligies, 
and vain Repetitions, and presumptuous Boastings, as their manner is, after 
they have vented forth abundance of falshoods in their Preachings, running 
down the Scriptures and Sacraments, and the Resurrection of the Body after 
DeaU), and other great Doctrines of the Christian Keligion, they commonly 
conclude with their Prayers, Blessing God for his glorious presence among 
them, and his mighty power that has been with them, to assist, refresh, and 
comfort them, to which the Quaker hearers do frequently echo to them with 
several sorts of Hummings and Sounds, whereby to Seal to the Truth not 
only of the Words, but of the mighty Power and Life that has attended their 
Speakers. But while they utter such falshoods and contradictions to holy 
Scriptures, as also such uncharitable Speeches against all other Communions 
and ways of Worship, and Ministry, hut their own ; it is impossible that they 
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can be acted by any divine Life or Power to do this : And yet some Power 
more than ordinary doth frequently Act them, in their Speakings, and 
commonly woria most strongly among them, when they ai'e vehemently 
lunning down the necessity of tae Scriptures, or the Sacraments, and Preach- 
ing up the sufficiency of the light within them to Salvation, without any thing 
else, 85 I have oft observed. The strong impression their Speakings in their 
Meetings frequently have (or used to have more fonnerly than of late) upon 
their Hearers ; manifestly to be ohserved by the visible effects of it upon many 
of them, cau^ng them, some to shed Tears Id plenty, some to shake and 
Quake, some to utter deep Groans, others to Sing ; suiBciently prove that 
some Power, more than ordinary, doth at times Act them, and this Power 
doth at times Act and Operate among them, and in them, in a total wience 
of Words, (as well as when they utter words) in their Assemblies, of which 
they glory not a little. The most tolerable Construction that can he made of 
this Power, what it is, or whence it proceeds, seeing it can he no Divine 
Power, is, that it is some strong natural Enthusiasm, raised by heighth of 
fancy, and exalted imagination, such as Mr. Caitsabon has described in his 
Treatise of Enthusiasm. But then it must needs be granted, that when they 
are Acted so furiously and outragionsly, to contradict the plainest Doctrines of 
Christianity, and defame and reproach Christ's sacred Institutions, that Satan 
acts together with this Power of Strong Fancy and Imagmation, and makes 
use of it, as its Organ and Instrument, or Conduit of Conveyance. For it's 
hardly to be conceived, how a meer natural or Animal Power, without the 
influeiice of some Diabolical Spirit, can act Men with such zeal and industry 
to Preach and Propagate most destructive Errors to Mens Perdition. Seeing, 
according to Holy Scripture, the Devil is the Father of Lies ; and all Damna- 
ble Doo^nes, are the Doctrines of Devils ; of which they have a great many, 
as their Words and Books plainly shew. Immediately after their Prayers, dl 
their Preachers went away, and many of the Quaker Hearers, but many of 
them also stayed, especially the Younger sort, both Men and Women ; and 
generally all the People who were not Quakers, both those of the Church, and 
those called Independents and Anabaptists stayed. I told their Preachers, as 
they were making hast to be gone, it was a shame to them to go away, and 
leave so many of their Sheep exposed to the Wolf, as they have affirmed me 
to be, but I thank God I am none ; but by their own Argument, by their so 
flying and running away, do not they prove themselves not to be true 
Shepherds, but Hirelings? 

I had now full liberty without any interruption to speak, perceiving the 
Auditory generally deairous to hear me. I recollected and resumed most of 
the heads of their discourse, such as I could remember, and the Texts of 
Scripture, which they had grossly perverted and misapplied, and refuted their 
Perveisions and Falshoods ; and thus I continued some considerable time 
speaking in their Meeting -House, having a considerable lai^e Auditory, all 
very attentive. Before I had made an end, diverse of the Quaker Preachers 
returned, and stood quietJy and heard me, but said nothing, neither made 
they any offer to dispute any matter with me, I was informed by some 
credible Persons, that the occasion of their Preachers returning to the 
Meeting, while I was speaking, was, that some Quaker Zelot- Women went to 
their Preachers, and told them, it would greatly reflect on them, to absent 
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themselves while I was speaking in their Meeting-Hoiiac, and miglit expose 
the Weak Friends to be deceived by me. However after llieir return, tliey 
said nothing, but suffered me to proceed in spealting aa long as I thought 
fit ; and tlius our Meeting ended Peaceably. 

The Quakers had Built a new MeelJng-House at Newport, large enongh to 
hold Vive Hundred Persona, or more, with fair and large Galleiies, and Forms 
or Benches below. But one thing very singular I observed, that on t!ie Top 
of the Turret of their Meeting-Hoose, they have a perfect Iron Gross, two 
large Iron Bars crossing one the other at right Angles, a more perfect Cross 
I never saw any where on any Church. I mentJOD this the rather, because 
George Fox, in some of his Printed Pamphlets, makes a great outcry and 
noise against the Sleepk Mouses in England, as he calls them, for having 
Crosses on the Tops of them, and that it is Popery ; what can the Quakers 
say to this ? Are their Brethren of Wiod'Island guilty of Popery, for having 
die Cross on the top of their Meeting-House, whiiSi I suppose remdns there 
to this day ? 

August 9, 1702. Sunday. 1 Preached at Newport on Shod Islaftd; my 
Text was Job. 1. 9. and I had a very numerous Auditory, not only of the 
People of the Town, but of many that came from other parts of the Island 
with a desire lo hear me. I told my Auditory aRer I bad concluded my 
Sermon, that I was to have a publick Meeting the 14th Instant at the Colony 
House in Newport, to detect the Quakers Errors owt of the Printed Books of 
their chief Authors, and that I had obtained' leave of the chief Govemour 
Collonel Cranston to keep the Meeting in that House ; and that I was to give 
notice to the Quaker Preachers to meet me there about the first Hour after 
Ifoon, if they thought fit to defend their Principles and Authors. 

August 10. I sent a written Paper to the Quaker Preafhers there, to 
meet me at the Place and Time above mentioned, to which they sent me their 
Answer soon after, that they would meet me, so that things should he carried 
fairly, and each Party should have liberty to speak an Hour without interrup- 
tion, and two Moderators should be chosen, each on a side, to keep good- 
order; to which I consented, though I told them, an hour at once was too 
long, yet I would yield to their Propoaition^ rather than- that the Meeting 
should fail. 

August 14. We Met about the first Hour after Noon, the time appointed : 
They allowed me to begin my Chargfr against them, and the Hour Glass was 
turned to measure the time. I brought with me George ^ox's Book, called 
the Great Mystery, and diverse other Quaker Books, vi^. Richard Claridge 
his Book, called, Imx EmmgeUea Attestata, and Mr. Petis Book, called. 
Primitive Ohriatianitg. I spent my first Hour mostly in reading to them, 
and to the Auditory, which were some Hundreds of People, both of the 
Town and Country, many Quotations ont of George Fox's great Mystery, fall 
of most dreadful Errors and Heresies, and detecting the gross absurdity oE 
them, contradicting the Holy Scriptures; and in the coacfusion^ before my 
hour was quite spent, I told them, I was to expect from them a particular 
answer to each Quotation I had read to them, and I profiered to them, that if 
they questioned my true Keading, they might Read them, laying the Boolt 
open before thein. And for better Method's sake, I offered to Read again the 
quotations to them singly one by one, aud let them give their Answer to each 
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single quotation, whether they owned them lo be according to their Pi'inciples, 
yes, or no, seeing George Fox was the first and most Authentic Author 
among them, whom the Qaitkers at London have in Priut called, the Apostle 
of this Age. But instead of any such performance by them, to the gTeat 
disappointment of all the Auditory who were not Quakers, nor Quakeriy 
affected, such as the far greatest part of the Auditory was not, tbey gave not 
the least Answer directly, or indirectly, to any one of the quotations I had 
read to them, nor gave they any reason of excuse why they declined to give 
any Answer to them. But as they had projected it before hand, one of chief 
!Note among their Speakers, viz the Deputy Governour abovementioned, did 
read to the Auditory, the Printed sheel^ called, the Cki-iitiamiy of the People 
called Quakers, &c. and after that was fully read, he read one or two other 
scurrilous Libels, having no Name to them, that some Quakers had Printed 
j^inst me, about the Year IVOO, when I joined to the Church of Englaiid, 
one of which was that abovementioned, called. One Wonder more : or George 
JCeilk the eighth Wonder of the World. Having thus spent their Hour, all 
their Speakers rose up to be gone, pretending the Agreement was but for two 
Hours in all, which I denied ; and the Moderator chosen by. them, to whom 
I appealed, gave it against them, that the time was not limited to two Hours 
in all, but to one Hour to one side at a time. 

So I began my second Hour, aud I first shewed how unfair -ind unreason- 
able they were, to give no Answer to my Charges I had givtn out of George 
Fox, and other approved Authors, with whom they pietend to be one in 
Doctrine, and that ihey are not vaned in a tittle fiom tiieir tirst Principles; 
but as God is the same, and the Truth is the "ame, so his People (the 
Quakers) are (Ae sanw ; so one of their appro\ed Authors his lately Printed 
in his Book at London ; after this I proceeded to reply to what was i. to be 
said, to those Printed Libels, their chief Speaker had read against me. And 
first, as to the Printed sheet, called. The Christianity of the People called 
Qitakers, asserted (as they say) by George Keith; which is a deceitful 
contrivance of the Quakers, as if I had composed that sheet in form and 
manner as it is there Printed, which is altogether false. The sheet, I grant, 
oontains some quotations, collected by .the Quakers out of my former Books 
many Yeara ago, when I was among them ; all which, so far as they were 
ojntrary to sound Doctrine contained in tbe holy Scripture, I Lad in Print 
retracted several Years ago ; and therefore tbey did not now affect me. 
Though none of those quotations, however erroneous, contradict the Founda- 
tion of the Christian Faith, concerning our Blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, his 
Person, and twofold Nature, and OfSces of Prophet, Priest, and King, and the 
necessity of Faith in him, as he outwardly came in the Flesh, died for our 
Sins, and rose again, &c. in order to Mens Salvation. Whereas the System 
ofQutikerism, set forth in George Fox's great Mystery, and other Quaker 
Authors, is a point blank contradiction to this Faith. 

Next, As fo their Printed Libel, called. One Wonder more, &a. having no 
Name to it of any Person or People, I was not obliged to take notice of it; 
anil it contained several notorious falshoods, as that I had said, in the Book 
called. Help in time of Need, that I had taken the Scots League and Cove- 
nant, and that Libeller positively charges me with having taken it, both 
which are utteiiy false ; for 1 being Bom in the Year 1638, 1 was not capable 
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of taking it, when it was given, viz. about the Year 1643, by reason of my 
non-age, and it was never given in a National way since, in Scotland, that I 
know of: Again, that Libeller falsely accnseth me that I had said, I was not 
changed in my Perswaaioa in any thing; since I had laft the Qnalters, froia 
what I had, when among them. For, on the contrary, I have owned in Print 
that I was changed in my Perswasion and Judgment in several things, and 
had Printed a Book of Retractation of many Errors I had been in, whilst I 
was among them. But, I thank God, I never had the worst of their Errora, 
nor any (that I can remember) that contradicted the necessity of Faith in 
Christ Jesus, who is both God and Man, in order to Mens Salvation, to which 
the Quakers Fundamental Principle, that Uie Light within them is sufficient 
to Salvation without any thing else, is a perfect contradiction. This vile 
Antichristjan notion that sets up Deism, and overturns the ChriatJan Faith, I 
never had, and I challenge my greatest Adversaries to prove it against, me. 
Let the Quakers Retract and Renounce their Errors, as I nave done mine, to 
God's Praise, who has so enabled me, and I shall no more chai^ thenl 
therewith. And whereas they had upbraided me with my changing, I told 
them many Quakers had made as great changes as I had, and particularly 
Michard Glaridge, now a great Author among them, who was first an 
Episcopal Preacher, then an Anabaptist Preacher, and now a Quaker 
Preacher, 

After I had thus replyed to their malicious Libels Read ^;ainat tne, I 
proceeded to read diverse other Quotations out of Richard Olaridge's Line 
Evan^elica, and Mr. Pen's Primitive Christianity, and so coritjnuad detecting 
(he gross absurdity of their assertions, till my second Hour was almost spent; 
and I renewed my demand to them, to give their Answer to what I had 
further both read and sfud in my second Hour. 

But nothing did they say, to any one thing I had said ; but after a long 
tjme of silence, they began to Preach, one after another, after their commoji 
way, intermixing therewith Edse accusations against me, that I did pervert 
their Friends Words, aud charged them ftdaely, but did not give one Instance 
to prove I had done so. And after they had continued their second Hour, 
Preaching and Railing against me, they went away. 

Before the People that were not Quakers went away, I told therti, I pur- 
posed to have anoUier publiek Meeting in. the same place the l7th Instant, to 
beg^n about Eight a Clock in the forenoon, to detect the Quakers great 
Errors, particularly in their rejecting the Divine Institutions of paplism and 
the Ixird's Supper ; and of this I gave notice to the Quaker Preachers, 
desiring them to come and defend themselves if they could, they should have 
a fair hearing ; but not one of them came. However many People of the 
Town came, both Church People and Dissenters, who (with great attention 
and satisfaction) heard me prove the Divine Institution of both Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper, and refute the Quakers Idle and absurd evasions and 
glosses, whereby they use to pervert the plain Texts of Scripture upon those 
Beads, as they do upon all others controverted by them. 

And here I think fit to give a List, or Catalogue, of the chief and most 
scandalous quotations I did read to the Qufjters and Auditory present, at the 
abovesaid Meeting at Newport on Ekod-Island, out of George Fox his Great 
Mystery, Richard Olaridge his Imx Evang. attest, and Mr. Pen's Primitive 
Chris tiitnity. 
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The Quotations out of George Fox's Great Mystery, &c. 

I. Pag. 246. Christ, God and Man, Flesh and Spirit, is in the Qualiei 

II. Pag. 149. Whole Christ, God and Man, ia in Men. 

III. Pag. 211. Christ m not absent from his Church, as touching 
Flesh, 

IV. Pag. 322. Tho Flesh of Christ is in them, because t!iey Eat it. 

V. Pag. 322, The Flesh of Christ came down from above, 

VI. Tag. 250. And the Devil was in thee, and thou saith, thoi 
L by Christ without thee, and so hast recorded thy self to ! 



Vn. Pag'. 246. He Quotes Isai. 9. 6, to prove, that God the Father took 
upon him Man's Kature, 

VIII. Page 9, He will not allow, that Christ is to come to Judgment 
without us, at the end of the World ; but saitli, Chiist ia come to jTidgment 
and he blames his Opponent, for having any suoii expectation ; — who are come 
to Christ the Light, the Life, they need not go forth, viz, to look for a Christ 
without them. 

IX. Page 350, The Scriptures are not the mean5, nor the Rule of Faith. 
The means of Salvation is not ordinary, nor outward. 

X. Pag. 302. The Spirit is the Rule, saith Christ. 

XI. Page 229. He blames the Ministers of New-Coitle, and saith, they 
are not fit to be Ministers who know not the State of Souls frona Ettrnity to 
Eternity. 

XII. Pago 281, and 318. He pleads for a Perfection in fulnesi, above 
any degree, before the death of the Body ; and saith, he witnessed it. And 
pag. 282, 19*7. He pleads for a Perfection, as God is Perfect, in equality 
and not in quality only. Like to this is what he saith to his Opponent. 

Pag. 6"?. Again : Thou makest a great pudder, that any one should witness 
he is equal with God, And in his Answer he proves his equality with God 
against his Opponent, from the Westminster Catechism. 

Pag, 127, He giveth the same Proof tiat he i» equal with Ood, from the 
Assemblies Catechism made at Westminster ; his Opponent being some 
Presbyterian or Independent, who owned that Catechism : But that Catechism 
doth not say, that George Fox, or any meer Man, was equal with God ; but 
that the Son, and the Holy Ghost, ave equal with God the Father ; which is 
orthodox Doctrine, But the Mystery of George Fo^s Argument did conflict 
in this, thatJie was the Son, and consequently he was equal with God. The 
dispute betwist him and his Opponent, was not, whether the Son, viz. the 
second Person of the Holy Trinity, was equal with God tho Father, for his 
Opponent owned that. 

XIII. Pag. 73. None can know Christ by the Scriptures, 

Pag. 168. Them that never heard the Scripture outwardly, the Light 
that every Man hath that cometh into the World, being turned to it, with ^at 
they will see Christ, with that they will know Scripture, with that they will 
be led out of all delusions, come into Covenant with God, with which they 
will come to Worship God in the Spirit, and serve him. 

Pag, 47. The Light in Men anffident to Salvation, without the help of 
any other means or discovery, 

XIV. The Quakers are the only Ministers of Christ, since the Apostles days. 
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The Quotations I did then read out of a Book of Sichard Olaridge, called 
Imx EBongelica attesiata. 

1. Pag. 17, 18, 19. He s^th God doth afford fo all Men, even in the 
ordinary^ way of his Providence, such a manifestation of his Light or Spirit, as 
is eufBeient to lead and Guide the Faithful into all truth necessary to Salva- 
tion, without Scripture. Note, by Faithful, he means Faithful to Ike Light 
within them, who have not the Scripture. 

IL Pag, i9. Faith in Christ, as outwardly, (he aaitii) is no essential part 
of the Christian Religion. 

m. Pag, 26. He denies that Christ's Body is the same in Substance be 
had on Earth. 

IV, Pag. 90. He justifies that Assertion of Mr, Pen, in his Prefece to 
Mr. BaTclaye^s Folio Book, pag. S6. Oh Friends! gi-e;it is the Mystery of 

Godliness, God manifest in the Flesh ; and if that be a Mystery, bow 

much more is the Work of Regeneratioa a Mystery, that is wholly inward 
and Spiritual. And to confirm it, the said M, C. calls Christ within the 
Mystery of that Mystery, viz, of Christ without. 

The Quotations I did then read out of Mr, Per^s Primitive Christianity. 

I. P^, 30. Conceraing the Light witkin all Men, he saith : If it reveal 
God, (which he afBrms from Rom. 2. ver. 1, to 11. in pag. 73, 74,) to be sure 
it manifests Christ, 

n. Page 50, to 65, The Heathens have the same Light in them, that true 
Christians have, 

III. Fag. 78. All Religion is but one in the many modes and shapes of 
it : if Men be obedient to the Light within, Note, this takes away ail real 
and substantial distinction betwixt Deism, and Christianity, and betwi^tt 
natural and revealed Religion. 

August 16, Sunday. I Preached in the Church at JVewpott on Rhod- 
Island, on Acts 26. 38. having Preached on the same Text, the Wednesday 
foregoing, in the same plaae. 

August 24, Being the Tenth Pay after the Conference I had with the 
Quakers at Newpwt on Shod-Idand, a Quaker Preacher Woman, livmg at 
Newport, who has been a Speaker in the Quakers Meeting upwards of Foity 
Teai's, writ a long Letter to me, which I have by me, where, after diverse 
severe Charges against roe, in meer generals, she blames me for saying to the 
Quaker Preachera at Portsmouth, which is at the other end of the Inland, 
where I went to visit them, at their Meeting there August the 13iA, that they 
did not Preach Christ enough, as he was outwardly Crucified and lifted up 
on the Tree of the Cross ; and whereas I had said unto them, that they should 
«lirect th«r Hearers, fo look by Fmth to Christ, as he was Crucified, and 
lifted up on the Tree of the Cross, in order to be spiritually healed, as the 
Israelites in the Wilderness were directed by Moses to look to the £ra»en 
Serpent, to be healed Bodily, after they were bit by Serpents there, for which 
I had quoted Job. 3. 14. This most ignorant Woman Preacher, in her said 
Letter to me, denies that the lifting up of Christ in Job. 3. 14, is to be meant 
of his lifting up on the Tree of the Cross, or that People should be directed 
to him for healing, as be was there lif^d up. 

To ovei'throw my assertion she gives diverse Reasons. 

I. That lifting up, Job. 3. 14, is the same witii that whereof he said, I, 
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when I am lifted up, will draw all Mea aftec me : but that waa not Lis lifting 
up on the Cross. 

II. The Enemies of God, did lift him upon the Tree, &c 

in. He is not now upon tlie Tree, nor did ho long stay there. 

IV, It would be a great fallacy, and known Error, for any to Preach to 
People, that they should look for him upon the Tree, seeing he is not there, 
tut risen. 

Some time after I received her Letter, I writ an answer to her, and 
laboured therein to convince her of her gross ignorance, as well as of pei'verting 
both my Words and Sense, as if what I had said to the Quaker Preachers at 
Portsmouth, where she was present, that they were to Preach to People, to 
direct them to look to Christ for healing, as he waa lifted up on the Tree, did 
fcurport, that they were to go on Foot to J^erusalem, to look to him with their 
Bodily Eyes, than which there could bo no greater perversion of Words. 
And if tliis be not a wilfnl perversion in her, she is most extreamly ignorant, 
to think that there can be no looking to Christ, as he suffered on the Tree of 
the Cross, but by the bodily sight, seeing it is very common in Scripture, to 
express Faith in God and in Christ by looking to him. 

And her pretended Argument fi'om Jol>. 11. 32. is most evidently against 
her, for that his lifting up, Job. 12. 82, is to be understood, his lifting up on 
the Tree, whereon he waa Orudfied, ia clear from V. 33. This he said, 
Kgtdfying what manner of Death he should Die. She mas so mightily 
pleased with her Letter to me, that lest it should miscarry, some Months after 
I received it in Pendlvania, she sent me a duplicate of it, aa if it had been 

This Letter of hers is a fresh Instance, beside many more, to prove tliat the 
Quakers have no real devout regard to Christ, as he suffered Death for our 
Sins, and rose again without us, &c. in order to our Salvation, as the 
necessary object of Faith. They do commonly say, they believe all that ia 
written of Christ, his Birth of the Virgin, his Life, Miracles, Death, Burial, 
Resurrection, Ascension, &c. But the fallacy lies here, that all this Faith 
(they say) is but Historical, and not the saving Faith ; they believe it as they 
believe any other History, hut tliey think it not necessary to Salvation, and 
that because it is necessary, it is to be Pi'eached ; nay, George Whileh^ad 
a. great Author among them, hath said in his Book, called, lAght and lAfCy 
!l%at to confide in Christ without us, is contrary to Deut, SO, and Eom. 10. 
And the like he ssuth in Truth defending. And as plainly as any of them, 
Mr. Pen hath declared himself, Quakerism a new nickname, &c. pag. 6. 
Jihilh {saith he) in the Mistory of ChrisCs outward manifestation is a deadly 
Poison these latter Ages Jtave leen inflicted with to the destruction of godly living. 

August 23, Sunday. I Preached at Ifaraganaet, (that lyea on the Conti- 
Dent, but ia not far from Rhod-Island) at the House of Mr. Opdyke'a where I 
had a considerable Auditory, my Text was Titus 2, 11. The People there 
are very drairous, (hat a Church of England Minister be sent to them. 

August 27. 1 Preached at Little Compton, alias Seaeonot, that lyes on 
the Continent also, not far from the Island, at the House of Henry Ifead, 
where I had a large Auditory; my Text was Jer. 31. 33. They are there 
also very desirous, that a Minister be sent to them. Mr. Lochyer went a long 
with me, and read the Prayers at both Places. 
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August 30, ] 702. Sunday. Being accompanied with Mr. Lockyer, we 
crossed the Feiry at Portsmouth in the Morning, in order to be at Swansey, 
on the Continent, to Preach there, as accordingly I did ; Mr. Lockyer read the 
Prayers ; there was a large Auditory. My Text was 1 These. 1. 5. They 
greatly desire a Minister to be sent unto them. 

As we were crossing the Ferry at Portsmouth on Bhod-Idand, by the 
good Providence of God we escaped a great danger ; we bad essayed to cross 
the Ferry the Day before, but the Wind was so strong, it was not safe to try 
it, hoping the next day would be more Caim ; but the Wind little abated the 
next day, so that both Wind, and Sea, were very boisterous; when we were 
about half over the Ferry (that is of a considerable breadth) our Maat and 
Sail were beat down by the Wind, the Mast at its M, touched gently my 
shoulder, and did me no harm ; we had no ability to get up our Sail again, 
there being but one Negroe Man to manage the Boat, and we were in all 
three Passengers, and having three Horses in the Boat. So for some time we 
remained there much tossed by the Waves of the Sea, and wei'e in danger to 
be driven out to the Sea and overwhelmed. After some time a Boat came 
off from Land to help us, and to Tow us to Land. But the Eope they gave 
«s broke, and the Rope we gave them did also break, and so we were left 
helpless. But a Quaker of my former acquaintance, whose Nareia is John 
Burden, who had also a Ferry.-Boat, came with all Speed in his Boat to 
reheve us, and Towed us to Land, having several able Men with him in the 
Boat, to manf^e her. After we landed, I offered Money to his Men, but he 
would not permit them to reeave any. I thanked him very kindly for his 
help in our great Danger, and said to hira, John, ye have been a means under 
God to save our natural Life, suffer me to be a means under God to save your 
Soul, by good information to hrins you out oE your dangerous Errors. He 
replyed, George, save thy own Soul, I have no need of thy kelp ;■ then, said 
I, I will pray for your Conversion ; he replyed, the Prayers of the Wicked' are 
an abomination ; so uncharitable was he in his opinion concerning me, (as 
they generally are, eoneerning al! who differ from them) though Charitable ia 
this action. 

The next Day, we crossed the Ferry in his Boat: After our landing he 
entertained us dvilly at his House, with whom I had much Discourse, and I 
Uboured much to inform him, how that the Quakers Principle, that the Light 
within every Mart •was sufficient to Salvation without any thing else, did 
plainly overthrow the Chrisljan Faith, and set up meer Deism or Heathenism 
in the room of Christianity. But I could not prevail fo convince him. He 
had a great many of the Quakers Printed Books lying in a Window in his 
House, which I looked upon, and asked him that he would sell them to me, 
for they would be useful to me in that Country ; but he earnestly refused, and 
said, I should not have them, though I should give double Money for them :, 
Why, said I ? Because (smd he) thou wilt do Mischief with them ; he meant, 
that I would espose the Quakers Principles, and make them known, what they 
are, out of their own Books ; which the Quakers are loath should be known,, 
and therefore when Quotations are produced out of their Books, though ever 
so fairly Quoted, they use confidently to deny, there are any such in their 
Books, when the Books are not present to lay before them. 

September 6, 1702. Sunday! I Preached again at Jfewport on Rhod- 
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Island, on Job. 12, 36. Mr, Talbot also Preached there several times, and 
commonly wherever we Travelled, the one of us Preached in the Fore-noon 
on the Sundays, and the other in the After-noon, except when the days were 
short, that there was no Sermon usual in the Afternoon ; and sometimes, for 
the gi'eater Service in diverse places, one Preached in one part, and one in 
another, at the same time. 

Tlie time that we remained at Neinport, on Skod-Island, Mr, Carr, and 
Mr. Zioilon, Inhabitants on the Island, both of them of the Church of England, 
and of good repute among their Neighbonra, shewed ua several Commissions 
in writing, given to them, by Quaker Govemours, with their Hands and Seals 
affixed, Commissionating them to be Military Officers, to fight against the 
Indiana, and Fretwh, in the times of the several Wars the Englvth bad with 
them ; to Kill and destroy their Enemies. The Quaker Oovernours Names, 
who gave tbese Commissions to several, to be Military Officers in the Quaker 
Government, whose Commissions in the Original Signed and Sealed by them, 
we saw, and read, are, 1. William Coddington. 2, Walter Clark. 3. John 
Eston. 4. Henry Bull, ail Preachers but the first ; Walter Clark, and John 
Mston, were alive when we were there, and I suppose still are alive, the other 
two weredead; true Copies of which Commissions, are now in the Custody 
of a Person of Quality in England, and can be produced if occasion require it. 
This I thought fit to make known, that it may evidently appear, how contrary 
the Quakers Practice, where ijiey have the Government, is, to their 
professed Principle, that it is unlawful to them, to fight with a Carnal Weapon, 
so much as in their own defence The like Coniraissiou I have seen in the 
Original, given by some Qu'iker Magistrates at Philadelphia, in Pendhania, 
about fifteen Years ago, giMng three Persons, there Commissions to be 
Captains, to go with their Companies to recover a Sloop by force of Arms, 
that some Privateers bad stolen out of the Harbour. 

That it is tlie-Quakers profijssed Principle that they cannot Fight, or Kill, 
in their own defence, is evident from seuer^ Declarations of their Leaders and 
Authors in Print, but especially from Mr. Pei^s Key, which has been oft 
reprinted. In Pag, 34, 35. he saith. They (i. e, the Quakers) cannot Kill or 
slay their own kind ; for Proof of which he quotes 2 Cor. 10. 3, 5. Tiie 
Weapona of our Warfare are iwt Carnal, &e. This again was conti'odicted 
by the Quakers Practice in Pensilwmia, who by his Authority or Allowance 
put several Persons to Death jndidally, for suspected Murthers. (to severiil of 
which they had no Evidence made either by Witness, or by their Confession, 
whom tbey caused to be put to death.) And as to that Text Mr. Pen has 
quoted in his Key, 2 Cor. 10. 3, 5. for a Reason why the Quakers cannot use 
a Carnal Weapon. Query, Is not a Gallows, or Gibbet, on which the Quaker 
Judges in Petmlvania (some of which were Preached also) caused some to be 
hanged for suspected Murther, a Carnal Weapon as really as a Sword, Gun, 
or Spear ? 

The like Contradiction, the Quakers are guilty of, in their late common 
Practice, of their Solemn calling God to Witness about worldly matters, 
contrary to their Professed Principle, published in Print by Mr, Pen, and 
several other Quakers, in their Treatise of Oaths. In that Book Mr. Pen 
saith. To attest the Name of God in any Terrestrial Mailer, is a breach of 
Chrises Command, Matt. 5. 34, 37. 
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AgMD, in Mr. Per^s Key, which hath had several impressions (Pag, 30. of 
one impression) he saith, The Quakers can go nofurtlter than, Yea, and Nay, 
Svis. in their declarations in Civil Judicatures, &c] This Mr. Pen knoweUi 
la contradicted, (if Bot by himself) by the frequent practice of Quakers, both 
in Ungland and America, who, beyond their Yea, and Nay, solemnly call 
God to Witness in their afficmatjons before Magistrates, which, in the 
judgment of the most judicious, is the substance of an Oath, and without all 
controversie is more than Yea, and Nay. And this the prevdling Party of 
the Quakers in Englamd have not only practised, but with no small endeavour 
have PeUfJoned to be granted unto them, by Act of Parliament, and which. 
they have obtained. It is true, there is a small Party of Quakers opposite fo 
this Practice, who think it is a going off from their Ancient Testimony of 
Yea, and Nay. But the other Party has carried it against them. And yet 
they would have it believed, they are all in perfect Unity of Principles, 
whereas tiiey are much divided, as in their Principles about Swearing and 
Fighting, so in diverse others. A Quaker of good Note among them, has not 
only declared for Baptism, as being an Institution of Christ, but has actually 
received it, but not by any Minister of the Church of England, (as I am 
informed) which I wish he had done, if he was not formerly Baptized. I am 
also informed, that he has declared his mind concerning the Lord's Supper, 
that it is of Divine Institution. I hope God in due time will further enlighten 
him to se«, how grosly the Quakers have erred in other things, as much as in 
their throwing away those Two Divine Institutjons, and calling them, worldly 
Rudiments and beggarly Elements, which Mr. Pen said, in Print, The 
Quakers have been, led to r^'ecl hy the same Spirit by which Paul (and the 
Apostles) were led to ryeet OircKmcision ; yet I have not heard that the 
Quakers have cast him out of their Commniiion, for his taking up, what both 
he, and they, had so long thrown away. I hope he is not of his Bn-threna 
Opinion, tliat the Light mithin him, and within all Men, is sufficient to Sal- 
vation, wiihout any thing else ; for if he were, I cannot see, what need he 
could think he had, either of Baptism, or the Lord's Supper, or of the 
Scrtptuies, or of Christ without him, and his precious Blood, and Sacrifice 
upon the Cross for our Sins, and his continual Intercession for us in Heaven 
with the Father ; all which are something else, than the Light within him. 

I happened in America, while I was tliere Travelling, to see a Book lately 
Printed, called New-England Judged, having a Printed Appendix to it, by 
John Whiting Quaker, who has set up of late for a great Author among 
them, and who is extreamly ignorant as well as confident, to utter Falshooda 
and abusive Slandere. In his said Appendix, he utters a notorious Falshood 
upon me, as if at Philadelphia, about the Year 1692, I had fained im- self a 
Prisoner, and to make this Fiction to he believed, I had gone to the Porch of 
the Prison, the Prison door being shut against me, and from the Porch of the 
Prison, had writ and dated a Paper of complaint agwnat the Quakera for my 
imprisonment; and to make his Reader take the greater notice of it, he has 
caused the following Words to be printed on the Margin in great Black 
Letters ; Note, George KeitKa-Mock Imprisonment. Now to prove the 
notorious falshood of this, I need go no further than a Book of one of his 
Brethren, viz. Samuel Jennings, Piinted at London 1694, called by him. The 
State of the Case, &c. wherein, though he has uttered many falshoods, con- 



dbyGoogle 



26 Protestant Episcopal historical Collections, 

csrning the State of the Case, about our differences in Principles of Religion, 
in the Years, 1691, and 1692, whereof I had largely detected liim in my 
Printed Reply to his Book ; yet he aaith true, in what he did Report in his 
Book, concerning two Persons, whom the Quakers had put in Prison, the one 
for Printing a sheet of mine, I called an Appeal, &c and the other for selling 
one or two of them when Pi'inted ; the Name of the Printer is William 
Bradford, the Name of the other is John Mackcomh. Now concerning ihem 
the said Quaker, Samuel Jenninys, Reports, that they signed a Paper from 
Oie Prison, when they signed it in the Bntry eommon to the Prison, and iJte 
next House. Thus he gives the true matter of Fact, and tells truly who 
Signed that Paper in the Entry or Porch, which were those two above- 
named persons, but mentions not me, as being concerned in Signing that 
Paper, either in the Entry or Porch, or any where else. And fo be sure if I 
had been one of the Persons, who had Signed that Paper, he would have 
told the World of it, as thereby thinking to have some great matter against 
me. For he chargeth it upon these two abovenamed Pei'soiis, William 
Bradford, and John MacJeeomh, that it was deceit in them to Sign a Paper 
from the Prison, wlien they were not in the Prison, tut in the Porch or 
Entry of it, as he saith. In my Answer to him, I have shewed it was no 
deceit, nor had any thing blame-worthy ; the Case was this. They were 
Prisoners by a Warrant Iroiu some Quaker Justices, for the Fact above- 
mentioned, and had been detained in Pi'ison for some time, and were ordered 
to be kept in Prison until the next Couii, unless they gave security by Bonds 
to Answer at the next Court, After some time the Javlor by favour let them 
go home, but still they were Prisoners, not being released by any Judicatory; 
and the Quaker Justices delaying to bring them to a Tryal, ihey went to the 
Prison fo Write, and Sign their Peljtion from the Prison, to have their Tryal 
at the next Sessions ; but it happened that the Jaylor was gone abi'oad, and 
had the Key to the Prison with him, so that tliey could not get in. Now I 
see no deceit or insincerity in this, more than in the common Practice of 
many Quakers, who have printed Records of their suffering Imprisonment (for 
not paying Tithes) some Years, and yet they oft had liberty to go home, by 
favour of the Jaylors, to my certain Knowledge. But whether William 
Bradford and John Mackcomb, were guilty of deceit or not, is not material to 
the present Case of John Whiting his Vile Slander, as if I had been the 
Pei'son, or one of the Persons, who had Writ that Paper fmm the Porch or 
Entry of the Prison. This is sufficient Pi'oof, that what John Whiting has 
thus Printed against me, was not from the infallible Spirit, and that he ia 
therefore by George Fox^s Sentence, a Deceiver. 

S^tember 10, n02. We came from Neioport on Shod-Island and crossed 
the Ferry over to Naraganset, and' lodged that Night at Mr. Balfures House, 
who Entertained ns very kindly and hospitably, and next day we Travelled 
about 25 Miles, and lodg'd at Mr. Sextons, an Inn-keeper ; snd next day we 
safely arrived at Jfem-London in Cmtnfeticot Colony, and Government, which 
stands by a Navigable Eiver, 

Septemb. 13, Sunday. Mr. Talbot Preached there in the Forenoon, and I 
Preached there in tlie Afternoon, we being desired so to do by the Minister, 
Mr. Gfurdon Saltenstnll, who civilly Kntertained us at his House, and 
expressed his good affection to the Church of Migland, as did also the 
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Minister at Hompton, and the Minister at Salisbury abovementioned, and 
diverse others New-England Ministers did the lilse. My Text was Bom. 8. 9. 
The Auditory was large, and well affected. Col, Winlkrop, Govei'nour of the 
Colony, after Forenoon Sermon, invited us to Dinner at his House, and kindly 
Entertained us, both then, and the next day. 

Sept, 16, 1702. We hired a sloop to carry us from Nevi-London to 
Lojiff-Isbmd over the Sound, being about Six Leagues Broad, and that day 
we safely arrived at a Place on Long-Island, called, Oyster-Ponds, about 
Noon, after that we came on Horseback that i)ay 24 Miles, and lodged at 
Mr. BoweVs an Inn-keeper, the next Day we Travelled 45 Miles, to Seatalket, 
and lodged at Mr. 6ihs, Innkeeper; the next Day, being tie l7th Instant, we 
Travelled 32 Miles, all npon Longlslartd, and arrived at Oysterbay, where we 
were kindly received, and hospit^Iy entertained by Mr. Bdwwrd White at bis 
Honse, on fi'ee cost, for several Days, where we staid to rest and refresh ns. 
He was a JualJce of Peace, and bad been forroerly a Quaker, and his Wife 
had been a Quaker also, and was not quite come off from the Quakers. 

Sepiemb. 20, Sunday. At the Request of Mr. Ed-ward White, and some 
other Neighbours in the Town, having used the Church Prayers before 
Sermon, I Preached on Titus 2. 11, 12. And that Day Mr. Talbot 
Baptized a Child, at the request of the Child's Mother, her Husband being 
from home. 

Sepiemb. 24, 1705. I went to tlie Quakers Meeting at Flushing on 
Zons'-/sfajjrf,. accompanied with Mr. Talbot and the Reverend Mr. Yeseij, the 
Church of England Minister at New-Tiyrk, and diverse other Persons 
belonging to Jajnaiea {a Town on Long-Island,) well affected to the Church 
of England. After some time of silence, I began to speak, standing up in the 
Gallery, where their Speakers use to stand when they speak ; but I was so 
much interrupted by the Clamour and Noise, that several of the Quakers 
made, forbidding me to speak, that I could not proceed. After tliis, one of 
their Speakers began to Speak, and contjuued Speaking about an Hour, the 
whole was a ramble of nonsense and perversion of Scripture, with gross 
reflections both on the Church, and the Government there. Several times 
speaking of Christ, he said, while Christ was in that Prepared Body, whi<^ is 
a common Phrase among them ; whereby they pkinly intimate, they do not 
believe be is now in that Body, or that he has any thing oE that Body, which 
he had on Earth. Nor do they own that Christ has any Body but his 
Church, or such a Body as he had from all Eternity, and is every where ; all 
which hath been sufficiently pi'oved out of the Printed Books of their most 
noted Authors. He said, they {viz. the Quakers) believed in that very Christ 
that died at Jerusalem ; and a little after he said, tliat, that Christ, was the 
Seed that was oppressed by Sin in Men,' He Preached against all Creeds, 
and accused all their Adversaries that they kicked against the Spirit. This 
was a reflexion upon the Church oi England, because she doth not hold, that 
Men have those extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, to Preach, and Pray, as the 
Quaker Preachers pretend to have ; but as they have it not, it ia evident they 
have an extraordinary impudence to father all their ignorant and nonsensical 
Expressions, and perversions of Scripture, (which they commonly utter in tbar 
Meetings) upon the Holy Ghost, which is a most dreadful Sin. He said, 
Vice was set up, which was a reflexion upon the Government there, because 
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some wei'e latoly made Justices of the Peace on Long-Island, that were not 
greatly aiFected to Quakerism. After he had done, he went away out of the 
Meeting in all hast, fearing (I suppose) he should be questioned ahout the 
things he had swd. I stood up again to speak in their MeetJng, but they 
made a now interruption, and threatened me with being guilty of the breach 
of the Act of Toleration, and that by my 80 doing, I had put my self Twenty 
Pounds in the Queen's Debt I told them, I had not broke the Act of 
Toleration, for I made nte pt but was silent all the while their 

Preacher was speaking but th y had broke the Act of Toleration, by 
interrupting me, when I bej^an to Sj ak ; they told me, I had no right to 
Speak in theit Meetings. I answ r 1 I had better right to Speak in these 
Meeting-Housea, than at y of th Sp k rs had ; at this they seemed greatly 
to Wonder ; and asked ho I co Id n ke that appear, for the House and 
Ground was theirs, which they had bought with their Mony, and to which 
I had contributed nothing : And one of them was so hot, that he commanded 
me to go out of the House, for it was his House, and for ma to stay in his 
House, against his Will, waa contrary to Law, and he could Prosecute me. 
I Answered him, it was not his Property ; all who have a Mind to come into 
that House at Meeting time, may come, it being appointed for a Religious 
Meeting House, where all have a common Right ; and according to the Act 
of Toleration, ye are bound to keep your Doors open where ye Meet ; and if 
ye shut them against me, or any, we may prosecute you by Law. But, said 
they, How has thou a better right to speak in our Meeting-House than we t 
I teld them, in a double respect; First, that Meeting-House was appointed 
for the service of Ti'uth,( which is their own manner of Phrase,) and that what 
was Truth, should be spoken in it, and not falshood and error ; and there- 
fore, while I speak Truth in it, and your Speakers speak not Truth, but 
' fal-ihood and errors, I have a better right than they. Secondly, ITone of your 
Speakers have any right te Speak in your Maoting-Houses, because ye nave 
not your Meeting-Houses Licensed, as the Act of Toleration espressly requires ; 
nor have any of your Preachers qualified themselves as that Act express, 
vie. to Sign to Thirty-four of the Articles of Religion of the Chureh of 
England ; this they have not done, nor can do, because the Quakers Princi- 
ples are contrary to most of them, or rather indeed to them all, whereas I am 
qualified, as the Act requires. They accused me, that I came not in Love to 
Preach to them, but was hired by the Bishops to come, and that the Love of 
Money brought me to America, and not Love to thoir Souls. I told them it 
was a false accusation. 

T owned it, that Gtod bad raised up Friends to aaast me with Money, in 
such a chargeable Undertaking ; but this was no more than what the Quakers 
at London did, who largely supply the Travelling Fiiends who come over 
from England into America, with Money out of their National Stock, beside 
what they gather up in tiie several Meetings in America, which they visit. 
They i-eplyed, they never knew any Mocy given to any Travelling Friends, by 
their Meeting. And they asked me, if I had any Mony from them, while I 
waa a Travelling Friend among them ? Yes, said I, I have had from this 
very Meeting. They asked of whom, and when ! I told them, of an- honest 
Woman, yet living not fiir distant ; they replyed. Art not thou a Treacherous 
Man to tell this ? Why, said I, to tell the Truth, in answer to jour Quesljon, 
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It is a, tiling well enough known to themselves, that they have frequent 
CollectionR, at flieit Monthly, and Quarterly Meetings, one chief use whereof 
Is, to furnish the Travelling Friends with Mony. 

One of the Quakers at that Meeting in Flushing, that made the intermp- 
tion, did openly acciise me in the Meeting, that I had defrauded the Poor of 
SO Pounds of Mony, which Miles Forster had delivered to me to give the 
Quakers at London, for the use of their Poop, being part of what Colonel 
West had left to them by Legacy in his Will, (whereof MUes Forster was the 
sole Executor,) The which Scandalous accusation, the Quakers of Long 
Island had industriously spread over the Country against me ; and the same 
was objected against me, by a Quaker at Burlington in West-Jersey, in the 
hearing of many present But as I then declared, and I now declare, I had 
no Mony delivered to me by Miles Forstm; to give to the Quakers at London, 
whether Poor or Rich. At my coming fi-om America, m the Year 1693, the 
said Miles Forster gave me a Bill of 40 Pounds English Mony to be paid me 
at London, to my own proper use, (he being indebted to me, in some part of 
the like Sum.) But the Mony of this Bill, was no part of the Poors Mony, 
but was Miles Forster's own Mony, which he drew by Bill, upon a Person at 
London, that did owe him a far greater Sum ; the which Bill was duly paid 
to me. "When he gave me that Bill, he told me what was the occasion and 
cause, that moved him to do it, which was this, That to his certain knowledge, 
Col. West, out of the special respect and !ove he had to me, by his reading 
my Books, about the time the difference betwixt the Quakers of PensUvania, 
and me, about matters of EeJtgion b^^n, had designed to give me some 
considerable Benefaction ; and in order to that, when he lay sick at Miles 
Forster's House at New-Yorh, he desired Myles Forster to Write to me to 
come to him. I was then living with my Family at Fkiladelpkia, distant 
about an Hundred Miles from New-Yorh. After I recaved this Message, I 
made all the hast I could to goto jVeio-IorA unto him. But it so happened, 
that Col. West was Dead and Buried before I arrived. To answer the intent 
of Col. West, Myles told me, he gave me that Bill, to be paid to me at 
London, as some gratification to me, for the respect Col. West had to me, and 
also for the labour, and charge, I was at in my Journey, to come unto him. 
But none of the Money of that Bill, was any part of what Col. West left in 
his Will to the Poor of the Quakers at London, but was Mgles Forster'a own. 
Money, which was owing to him at London by the Person on whom he drew 
that Bill. If Myles Forster paid himself again that Money he gave me to my 
own proper use, out of that pact of Col. West's Estate, that was left in Legacy 
to the Poor of the Quakers at London, Myles Forster was to be accountable 
to the Quakers, if they have any right to it, for his so doing, and not I ; for it 
was simply Miles Forster's benefaction to me, though he gave it to me on 
Col. West's Account ; Col. West having left to him, not only a considerable 
Legacy, as being his Executor, but had also left to him in bis Will, full Power 
to dispose of what Money was left to the Poor of the Quakers at London, to 
wh'it Quikera, or what sort of Quakere he thought fit; for no Names of 
Quiltprs, nor sort of Quakers were mentioned in the Will, nor no Name of 
any Meeting ot Quakers mentioned therdn, (there being at that time two 
sorts of Qmkera at London opposite to one another) and MUes Forster 
infoimed me, that much, it not most of what was left by Col. West in his 
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Will to the Poor of the Quakers at London, was depending on a Condition 
expressed in the Will, that was not performed, and by somewhat that 
happened could not, nor even can be performed; and consequently the far 
greatest part thereof, which was much more than the contents of that Bill 
which he gave to me, did wholly belong by right to him, being the Executor. 
But the Quakers and Miles Forater, are to debate the case bet\¥ixt them. 
The Quakers Lawyers at New-York, have sufficiently informed theni, that 
they can have no Claim or Action against me, for what I received of Miles 
ForsUr. And Miles Forstm's Lawyers, have declared their Mind in the 
Case, that the Quakers can have no right to sue him, for what he gave to me, 
whether he gave it out of the Money left in Col. West's Will to the Poor, or 
otherwise. Because, by the Will, he had Power to give to me what part of 
it he pleased, as well as to any other. And when I was lately with Miles 
Forsfer, at Ambo^ in East-Jerssy, where he now lives ; he told me some 
London Quakers had sent their Letter of Attorney to some Quakers of New- 
Yorh Province, fo demand of him the Poore Money, that was left to their 
Poor of London, by the Will of Col. West, and that they of New-Yorh and 
he had some Meeting about it; and that he asked them. By what Right 
these Quakers at London did demand that Money, more than any other 
Quakers there, seeing their Names were not in the Will, nor the Names of 
any other, either of Persons, or Meetings. But to this they could ^ve no 
satisfactory Answer, and so the Matter remains in suspence betwixt them. 

Stpternber 27, 1702. Sunday. I preached at Hampsled on Long-Island 
in the Aftei'noon, where was snch a Multitude of People, that the Church 
could not hold them, so that many stood without at tlie Doois and Windows 
to hear ; who were generally well affected, and greatly desired that a Church 
of England Minister should be settled among tiem ; which has been done, 
for the Eeyerend Mr. John Thomas is now their Minister. My Text was, 
Luke 10. 42. 

September 28. We arrived at the Feny by Hew-York. 

S^temher 30, Wednesday, At the Request of Mr. Vesey, the Minister at 
New-York, I preached at the Weekly Fast, which was appointed by the 
Government, by reason of the great Mortality that was then at New-Yorh, 
where above Mve Mundred died in the Space of a few Weeks; and that very 
Week, about Seventi/ died. My Text was, Jam. 5. 13. 

October 1. From the Ferry by New-Ym-k, we came to Eeedhook on Lcmg- 
Island, where we waited for a fair Passage, and next Day we got over to 
iStaten-Island, and from Staten-Island to Amboy in East-Jersey. 

October 3, Sunday. I preached at Amboy in East-Jersey ; the Auditory 
was small; My Test was Tit. -2. 11, 12. But such as were there, were well 
affected ; some of them, of my former Acquaintance, and others who had been 
formerly Quakers but were come over to the Church, particularly Miles 
Eorster, and John Barclay (Brother to Robert Barclay^ who published tha 
Apology for the Quakers) the Place has very few Inhabitants. We were 
several Days kindly entertdned by Miles Forsler at bis House there. 

Octt^er 10, 1702 Sundw. We went to the Meeting of the Quakers st 
TajMnemes, in Freehold m Fast-Jersey, who used to keep a separate Meeljng 
from the other Quakers, for their gross Errors ; and joined with me and my 
Friends in the Separation, about lie Year 1692 ; and it happened to be thdr 
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Yearly Meeting, where diverse came from West-Jersey and Pensilvania : 
One of their Preacliers pray'd and preached before I hegan. After Jie had 
done, I used some of lie Church Collects I had by heart, in Prayer; and 
at^r that, I preached on Ifeb. 5. 9. There was a considerabSe Auditory of 
divei'ae sorts ; some of the Church, and some Presbyterians, besides the 
Quakers ; they heard me without any Interruption, and the Meeting ended 
peaceably. Their two Speakers lodged in tiie same Uoiise with me that 
Evening, at the House of Thoniaa Boels, formerly a Quaker, but is now of 
the Church. I had some free Discourse with (hem about several weighty 
things : I told them, so far as they used their Gifts to instruct the Ignorant, 
and reclaim them from the vile Errors of Quakerism, they were to be com- 
mended ; but that they had taken upon them to Administer Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper to any, they were greatly to be blamed, having no due external 
Call, or Ordination, so to do. 

October 11, Monday. We met again the next Day, and had the like 
Auditory : Their other Speaker aray'd and preached, and after that, I pray'd, 
using the same Collects as the Day before, and preached on 1 Tkes. 5. 19. 
without any Interruption, and the Meeting peaceably ended. I could blame 
nothing in the Matter of their second Speaker, nor in the former, except where 
he said in his Discourse, Thai they who were in Chrkt, need not fear HeU. 
I endeavoured to clear the Matter in my Discourse, by distinguishing betwixt 
an Absolute Fear of Hell, such as the Wicked ought to have, and a Con- 
ditional Fear, which Good Men, even such who are in Christ, ought to have ; 
and about this he and I had some private Discourse also betwixt ns, but he 
was dissatisfied, and would not own. That any who were in Christ ought to 
have any Fear of Hell, so much as Conditional. 

October 17, Sunday, I preached at Midletmi in East-Jersey, where, before 
Sermon, Mr. Talbot read the Church Prayers, and I preached ou Mat. 28. 19, 
20, One main part of my Sermon being to prove Infant-Baptism to be 
included in the Apostles Commissions, as well as that of Aduit Persons, there 
being aevera! of the Auditory who were Anabaptists, who heard me civilly, 
without any Interruption ; but most of the Auditory were Church People, or 
well affected to the Oliuixih. 

October- 24, Sunday, 1702. I preached at Shs-ewsbury in East-Jersey at 
a House near the Quakers Meeting-house, and it happeneci that it was the 
Time of the Quaker Yearly Meeting at Shrewsbury : My Text was 3 Pet. 3. 
1, 2. The Church Prayers being read before Sermon, we had a great Con- 
gregaticgi, generally well affected to the Church, and diverse of them were of 
the Church, and that Day I sent some Lines in Writing to the Quakers at 
their Yearly Meeting ; which Mr. Talbot did read to them in their Meeting, 
wherein I desired them to give me a Meeting with them some Day of that 
Week, before their Meetings were concluded ; in which Meeting, I offered to 
detect great Errors in their Authors Books, and they should have full Liberty 
to answer what they had to say in their Vindication. But they altogether 
refused my Proposition ; and several Papers pass'd betwist us : In some of 
their Papei's, they used gross Reflections on the Church of England, as much 
as on me. We continued our Meetings threadays, as the Quakers did theirs. 
And the second Day of our Meeting at the same House, where we had 
formerly met, I detected the Quakers Errors out of their printed Books, 
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particularly out of the Folio Book of JEdw. Burroughs Worlts, collected and 
published bj tbe Quakers after bia Deatb and d'd e d the Quot t'ons to the 
Auditory, laying tlie Pages open before b s we e w 11 nj, to ead them, 
for their better Satisfaction, as some did d th m 

Some of the Quotations were such as follow 

Page 126. (i. e. the Ministers) Propk y and Pr a h ag would sooti be 
ended, if tke^ had not the Scripture to p h tfei Imaip w t n pon, 

Pag. 3 '73. Quakers Sufferings greaie d n / t tJ the Suffer- 

ings of Christ and the Apostles. 

Pag. 19. He denies a written Word.-^JVo othei Wo)d (=aitli hp) do I own 
but Christ. 

Pag. 402. He will revoke if any eati prove, that the Scriptures call them- 
selves the Word. 

Pag, 484, The Spirit cf God^ the only standing Rule to walk by, not the 
Scriptures. 

Pag. 292. Th£ Flesh of Christ's -Body Infimte 

Pag. 515. God and the Spirit, not Persons, but Infinite Beings 

Pag. 698. They (i. e. the Quakers) are One -rnith the Father m Nature. 

Pag. 413, All that Christians practise is become Idolatry 

Pag. 27. That lehick sinned could not he saved, do 

October 26, 1702. Tuesday. I preached again it Shrewsbury on Mat. 
7. 18. In all these Meetings at Shreu!sbur>/, Mtdletown, and Topimem^s, or 
where ever else, on JVethersinks, Mr. Levns Moris, and diverse others of best 
Nol« in that Country, frequented the Congregataons and Places where we 
preached, and did kindly entertain us at their Houses, where we lodged as we 
travelled too and i^in; particularly Mr. Moris, Mr. Innes, Mr. Johnston, 
Mr. Boels, and Mr. Bead; Mr. Innes being in Priest's Orders, has oft 
preached among them, and by Preaching, and Conferences frequently with 
Quakers and oSier sorts of People, as also by bis pious ConveraatJon, has 
done much Good among them, and been very instninaenta! to draw them off 
from their Errors, and bring them over to the Church. 

October 29, 1702. We arrived at BurliTu/tim in West-Jersey. 

November 1, Sunday. We preached in the Town-House at Burlington, 
(the Church not being then built) and we bad a g^eat Auditory of diverse 
sorts, some of the Church, and some of the late Converts from Quakerism. 
Mr. Talbot preached before Noon, and I in the Afternoon. My Text was, 
John 17. 3. Col. Hamilton, then Govemour of West-Jersey, was prefient 
both Forenoon and All^rnoon, and at his Invitation we dined with l^m. 

November 3. At Burlington I detected the Quakers Errors out of their 
great Authors, George Fox his great Mystery, and Edward Burroughs Folio 
Book, and otbei's, having given tbe Quakers Preachers Notice two Days 
before, to come and defend their Principles and Authoi's ; but none of them 
would appear in the Cause. 

November 5. We arrived at Philadelphia, and were kindly received by 
the two Ministers there, and the Church People, and especially by the late 
Converts from Quakerism, who were become zealous Members of the Church. 

November 8, Sunday. I preached in the Church of Philadelphia, at the 
Minister's Request, on 2 Pet. 3, 15, 16. in the Afternoon, Mr. Talbot 
preached there in the Forenoon. And again I preached another Sermon, on 
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tbe same, that Evening, after six a Clock, (it lieing usual onee a Month to 
preach an Evening- Sermon in that Town.) We had a Tery gi'eat Auditory, 
so that the Church could not contain them, but many stayed without and 

That Week a Meeljng of the Clergy being appointed to meet together at 
^e^o-Yorh by general Consent, we accordingly did meet, being Seven in 
number ; at our Meeting we drew up an Account of the Slate of the Church 
in these American Parts of Pensilvcmia, West and East-Jersey, and IHfew- 
Yorh Province ; a Copy whereof we sent to the Honoui-able Society at 
London, far the Propagatkm of the Gospel m Foreign Paris. Colonel 
Nkolson, Governour of Virginia, to encourage us to meet, was so generous 
to bear our Charges, (I mean of all of us that lived not at New-Yorh) beside 
his other great and generous Benefactions to the Building and Adorning many 
Churches lately built in these Parts, whereof a particular Account has been 
g^ven to the Honourable Society. 

J^ovember 15, 1*702. I preached at Mew-Tork on Bevel. 3. 20. bang 
Sacrament-Day. 

November 22, Sunday. I preached again at Mew-York, on Bom. 6. 17, 
18. in the Forenoon, and Mr. Talhot in the Afternoon. My Lord Comhury, 
Governour of New-York and the Jerseys, was very kind to us, and at hia 
Invitation, we did eat at his Table both Sundays and other Times. 

November 26, Thursday, I Preached at Mampsied on Long-Island, on 
Acts 26. 18. 

November 29, 1702. I Preached again at Bampsted, on Meb. 8.10,11,12. 

Sunday, December- 3, 1702. I visited again the Quakei-s Meeting at 
Flushing on Long-Island, having obtained a Letter from roy Lord Oomhiry, 
to Two Justices of Peace to go along with me, to see that the Quakers should 
not interrupt me, as Uiey had formerly done : But notwithstanding the Two- 
Justices that came along with me, to signifie my Lord Oornbury's Mind, by 
his Letter to them, which was read to them in their Meeting by Mr. Talbot, 
they used the like inteiruption as formerly, and took no notice of my Lord 
Cornbury^s Letter, more than if it had been from any private Person. They 
renewed their former accusation agiunst me, that I had broke the Act of 
Toleration ; I replyed, I had not broke it, for I did not interrupt any of them J 
they answered, I interrupted their silent Worship ; I said, T Knew no Clause 
in that Act, that forbid the interruption of their silent Worship. I brought, 
the Printed Act of Toleration with me to their Meeting, and Mr. Talbot di* 
Read several Passages out of it to them, to shew that they had neither 
qualified their Meeting-Houses, nor their Preachers, as the Act required. 
But notwithstanding they objected the Act of Toleimion agMnst me ; when I 
objected it agMnst them, they said, that Act did not extend to America ;■ 
Behold their Partiahty ! We stayed and heard three of their Speakers one 
after another, though it was very grievous to us to hear so much nonsense, 
and perversion of Scripture, uttered by them ; and all this upon pretence of' 
being moved by the Spirit of God. Their chief Speaker, who is a most 
ignorant Person, said, Balak had sent Balaam to Curse the People of God : 
His Sense and perverse Application of that historical Passage of Scripture, is 
easie to understand without a Commentary. After they had done, they 
generally went away. Speakers and others ; l>nt many, who were not Quakers, 
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stayed, and heard me resume and detect the gross Pervoraions and Misappli- 
cations of the Scriptures, which they bad made. And after this, I detected out 
of a Book of George WAJfeAeadl, called, The Divinity of Christ, his vile 
Error concerning Christ, both with respect to his Godhead and Manhood, and 
I did read the Passages out of his Book in the Hearing of the Auditory. In 
his said Book, he blames his Opponent, Thomas Vincent, for affirming, that 
the Son proceeded from the Father by an eternal Act of Generation, and 
chargeth it with Confusion and Nonsense. Also in the same Book be brings 
many Places of Scripture, all which be grossly perverts, to prove that Christ 
suffered aa God. And in the Appendix to his Book, he blames his Opponent, 
Tk, Banson, for saying, Christ, as Man, had a created Soul and Body ; and 
from his so saying doth infer, by way of Query, Doth not this render him a 
Fourth Person 3 And George Fox in his Preface to that Book, most igno- 
ranUy and perversely ai^es against Uie Three Persons in the Godhead, 
inferring, by way of Quiery, (their common way of Disputing) Doth not this 
render them Four Persons ! Just as John Whiting, a late Author among 
them, in his Book called, Jurfas and ike Chief Priests, Aoih ridicule that 
Passage in the Litany of the Church of England, Holy, Blessed and 
Glorious Trinity, Three Persons and One God ; inferring, that fi'om this 
there should be Four Persons ; for that Three and One are Four : Whereas 
in the Act of Toleration, there is an express Clause that excludes all such 
from the Benefit of th« Act, That either in their Spealcing or Writing, deny 
the Holy Trinity, as taught and professed in the Church of England ; And 
yet these very Persons that thus revile and ridicule the Doctrine of the Holy 
Trimly as taught in the Church of England, are mighty Pleaders for their 
Liberty by the Act of Toleration ^ as if not only their Meetings and Preach- 
ings wore Tolerated, but Authorized by the Act. 

December 6, 1702. I Preached at Oysteriay in the Town-House, on Jiom. 
10. 7, 8, 9. And we were kindly entertained at the House of Mr. Jidviard 
White abovementioned, 

December 13. I preached at Staten-Jsland in the Town-House, on Titus 
2. 11, 12. 

December 20, I?02. I preached at Dr. Johnslon^s, at Nethnrsinks, on 
Bti>. 22. 14. 

Decem.ber 25, Friday, being Christmas day. I preached at the House of 
Mr. Morris, on Jjuke 2. 10, 11. And after Sermon, diverse of the Auditory 
received with us the Holy Sacrament ; both Mr. Morris and his Wife, and 
diverse others. Mr. Talbot did administer it. 

Decemb. 27, Sunday, 1702. I preached in Shrewsbury Town, near the 
Quakers Mecfing-House, at a Planter's House, and had a considerable 
Auditory of Church People lately converted from Quakerism, with diverse 
Hjtbers of the Church of best Note in that Part of the Country. My Text 
vaaHeb. 8. 10, 11. 

■January 1, Friday. I preached at the House of Mr. Thomas Boels at 
Freehold in East-Jersey : My Text was Isaiah 69. 20, 21, Befoi-e Sermon, 
after the Church Prayers, I baptized all his Children ; two Sons and three 
Daughtere. He was formerly a Quaker, but is now come over to the Church ; 
also a Son of Sa/mwel Dennis, a late Convert from Quakerism. 

■January 3, Sunday, 1702. I preached agaiu at his House, on the same 
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Text, and before Sermon Mr. Talbot baptized, two Persons belonging to tbe 
Family of John Read, formerly a Quaker, but was lately coma over to the 
Church with all his Children ; one Son and two Daughters. His two 
Daughters were baptized by Mr. Talhot, October 24, 1702. As aJao the 
same Day were baptized William. Leads and hia Sister Mary Leads, late 
Converts from Quakerism to the Church : And some Days before, at the 
House of Jx>hn Read, Mr. Talbot baptized the Wife of Alexander Neaper 
and his three Children. He had been a Quaker, but was come over to the 
Church. 

January 4,, 1'702. I came to the House of Robert Ray'va Frediold ia 
Sast-Jorsey, accompanied with Thomas Boeh, and lodged at hia House that 
Night. At his and his Wife's Desire, I baptized all his Children ; some 
Boys and some Girles, in number Rve : they both had been Quakers, but he 
was not then come throughly off from Quakerism. 

January 10, Sunday. I preached at Burlington, at tbe House of Mr. 
Revel, on Mat. fl. S3. And I baptized a Man's Child who was a Church- 
man, where I had a large Auditory. 

January 11. We came to Philadelphia, and lodged at the House of 
Mrs. Welch all the Time we happened to be at Fhiladelpkia, until we went 
from Pensilvania to Virginia and Norlk-Caroliiut, in the Months of April 
and May, 1102. She bad been a Quaker for many Years, and of good 
Repute. About the Yeara 1891 and 1692, it pleased God, by my Means, 
through the Illumination of the Holy Spirit, to give her and her Daughlar 
(who was educated in Quakerism) to see their Errors and forsake them ; and 
also many others in that Place about that IJme ; who afterwards gradually 
came off from Quakerism, and at last came clearly off, and joined to the 
Ciiurch, whereof they are become zealous Members. She entertained us both 
at her House, (vis. Mr, Talbot and me) all the time, abovementbned, and 
also after our Ketum, so long as wo stayed there, gralii. 

January 17, Sunday, I preached at Philadelphia, on John 3. B. in. the 
Forenoon, and Mr. Talbot preached in the Afternoon, I preached again on 
the same Text, an Evening Sermon, that begun after the sixth Hour at Night. 

January 24, Sunday, 1702. I preached at Philadelphia on Mat. 5. 17. 
both in the Forenoon and Afternoon; Mr. Bvans the Minister of Phila- 
delphia having that Day been at Chester in Pensilvcinia, to accompany Mr. 
Talbot, who was to preach there the first Sermon in the Church after it was 
built. 

January 31, Sunday. I preached at Philadelphia, on Mat 5. 17. being 
my third Seimon on that Text ; and the same Day at the sixth Hour at 
Night, I preached there on 1 Cor. 11. 28. 

February 7, Sunday, 1702. I preached at Chester in Permlvania, in the 
New Church, on Mat. 18. 18. 

February 9, Tuesday. I preached a second Sermon on the same Text at 
Concord in Pensilvania, at the House of John Hanon. 

Febntary II. I preached a third Sermon on that Text at the House of 
Tliiomas Powel in Chester County ; both these Men, John Hanon and his 
Wife, and Thimuts Powel and his Wife, had been Quakers, but are become 
zealous Members of the Church, with diverse others their Neighbours. 

February 12, 1702. I had a Dispute with Mr. KHUngsworlh an Ana- 
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baptist Preacher, at the House of Thomas JPowel, before a great Auditoiy. 
The Subjects of our Dispute were, First, About Set Forms of Prayer. 
Secondly, About the manner of Baptizing, whether by Dipping or Sprinkling " 
Thirdly, Whether Infants of Believers are proper Subjects of Baptism ' 
Fourthly, Concerning Ordination. It bad a good Effect upon several present , 
and I hope upon himself; for by a Letter I received sometime ago from Mr. 
Talbot, this Mr. Killingsworth is become well affected to the Church, and 
baa profeiTed Ground to build a Church upon, and Wood to build it, upon 
bis Land where be lives, at SaUm in West jersey. 

In the first Week of Fehruary, 1702, 1 bad a Meeting with the Separate 
Quakers and their Preachers, who left tbe Quakers Meetings for their gross 
Enora, and joined with me about the Year 1691. They met at my Lodging 
in PhUadelpkia, at my Bequest ; and the next Week thereafter, we had 
another Meeting at the same place, I told titem, that the Eeason why I 
desired to have a friendly Meeting and Conference with them, was, that I 
might answer their Objections gainst their Conformity to tbe Church of 
England, and particularly their Objections against Infants Baptism : Also I 
had soma Discourse with one of their Preachers, to convince him of his 
Antinomian Woljon, and the great Error and Hurt of it, i^. Thai they who 
are in Christ, oiigkt not to fear Hell in any respect, not so mack as Condi- 
tionally. He was very earnest and warm ia tbe Defence of it, and pressed it 
very much, that that matter should be first discoursed upon, thinking to have 
some Advantf^e against me in that Point ; but the Success proved the 
contrary, so that hia maintaining of it, offended diverse of bis Hearers, that 
soon aiier they left him, and came over to the Church. I asked him. If they 
who were in. Christ, could possibly fell from that good State. He said, they 
might possibly fall from it. I replyed, then there is the more Cause of Fear ; 
as tbey who are in a Castle, yet Uiey have just occasion of Fear, conditionally, 
lest if they should go out their watchful Enemies should destroy them ; and 
Fear is very useful to them to keep them within. And as God Almighty had 
indued all living Creatures with a natural Fear, that is of great use to them topre- 
serve their natural Life ; so he had indued all his Children with a spiritnal Fear, 
that is as usefid and as necessary to them to preserve their spiritual Life. 
And as Hope is necessary to keep Men from Desptur, so Fear is necessary to 
keep them from Presumption, I mentioned also several Texts of Scripture to 
him, and deared him to consider them, vis. Job 31. 34. 1 Cor. 9. 27. Heb. 4. 
1, Rom. 8. 31. But he continued resolute in his erroneous Opinion. Next 
we proceeded lo discourse about other matters, as. What were their Objections 
against their Conforming to the Church, and against Intants Baptism ) I 
loured very much, in Love, to satisfie them about ail those matters ; but I 
found Ihey were resolute to keep up their Separate Meeting, though it be 
dwindled away and diminished to a very small Number from what it was at 
the Beginning, after the Separation, about 1692, and which continued several 
Tears, until a Church of England Congregation was set up at Philadelphia, ; 
soon after which, most of that Party, both in Town and Countrey, and also 
in West and East-Jersey, and some in Nem-York, came over with good 
Zeal, and according to good Knowledge, to the Ohui'ch, prsused be God for it. 
February 14, Sunday, I preached at Philadelphia, on AcU 26. 22, 23. 
at the Evening Lecture, after Six at Night. 
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February 21, Sunday, 1702. I preached at Burlington in Wist-Jerwy, 
on Bom. 1 0. V, 8, 9. and Feb. 22. I baptized the "Wife of Mr. Bob. Wheeler 
and his three Childreo, and five others : in all 9 Persons. He and his Wife 
had been Quakers, but are come over to the Church. He did most kindly 
and hospitally entertain us at his House, ffratis, the several times that we 
travelled to and fro in those Parts : And the like kind and free Entertain- 
ment he gives to all Ministers of the Church that travel that way. 

February 28, Sunday. I preached at Philadelphia on Mat. B. 17. 

March 4. I had a publick Meeting at Philadelphia, at the House that 
formerly belonged fo Zacharia Whithane, to detect the Quakers Errors, by 
plain Quotations out of their approved Anthers, particularly Mr. Peris Sandy 
Foundation; having before given intimation to the chief Preachers of the 
Quakers at Philadelplda, to defend their Principles and Authors, if tliey 
could ; but none of them would appear in the Cause. Oce William. Southsby, 
who is a sort of Preacher among them, told the Auditory, he was not come 
to dispute, but to complain ^mnat me, that I had sidd, he denied the 
Resurrection ; and he came to clear himself and desired Jeave to read a short 
Paper, wherein he gave Account of his Ftuth of the Resurrection. After be 
Lad read hia Paper, which contained some Words he had Transcribed out of 

1 Uor. 15. and some other Texts of Scripture ; I asked him, Did he believe 
the Besurreetion of that Body of his standiny before us ? He said, Se would 
not Answer to that ensnaring Question,. By this it plainly appeared to the 
Auditory that were not Quakers, that he did not really believe the Resurrec- 
tion of the Body, even when he seemed to confess it, after the manner of all 
Hereticks, who profess to give their Faith in Scripture Words, but quite 
contrary to the true and real sense of the Scripture, as Arius, Sabellius, 
Mestorius, Eutyekes, Pelagius, ihc. 

March 1, 1702, Sunday. I Preached at Philadelphia, on PhUip. 2. 18. 

March 10, 1702. I had a pubhck dispute at Philadelphia, with one 
William Davis, who had been formerly a Quaker ; but some time after he 
lelt them, he set up for a new Sect-Master, to draw Disciples after him, and 
Published a Book full of Blasphemous Notions, as that there are three Gods ; 
and that none of these three Gods are any where but in Heaven ; and that 
Christ as God, suffered upon the Cross ; with diverse other gross Blasphe- 
mies ; a particular Account of which, I have given in Print, Bound up with 
other Printed Tracts, which I did present to the Honourable Sodety. 

March 14, Sunday. I Preached at Philadelphia a second Sermon on 
Phil. 2. 12, 13. 

March 21, Sunday. I Preached at Philadelphia, on 2 Cor. 12, 9. 

March 28, Sunday. I Preached at Philadelphia a second Sermon on 

2 Cor. 12. 9. 

Aprils, Sunday. I Preached at Chester \u Pensilvama on Titus 2, 11, 12. 

April 8, Thursday. I Preached at Ifew-Castle, on 1 Thess. 6. 19. 

April 11, Sunday, 1703. I Preached at New- Castle, oa Jude 20. Mr. 
Talhot Preached there in the Aftenioon, and Baptized three Children of Mr. 
James Glaypool (who had been formerly a Quaker) and another Child of a 
Churchman. And at our return to New-Castle from Virginia, I Baptized 
the said Mr. James Claypool, he was much afflicted with a Palsie. 

April IB, 1703. I Preached at Tork Town, hjTork River, on Acts 20, 21, 
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AprU. 20, 1Y03. We arrived at Williamsbwffh in Virginia, (having 
come by Water in a Sloop, from New-Castle to Tork River,) and wera very 
kindly received there, and entertained by Col. Nicholson, then Govemour of 
Virffinia. 

April 21, Wednesday. I Preached in WiUiamsbwrgk Church, before the 
Convocation of the Clergy then Assembled, on I t7b6. 1. Y. 

April 26, Sunday. I Preached at Jamea-Town on 1 Job. 1. 3. at the 
request of the Revei-end Mr. Blair Minister there, and Commissaiy, who very 
kindly and Hospitally Entertained us at bia House. 

May 2, Sunday, 1103. I Preached at Kicietan Church by Jaims River, 
oa 2 Cor. 3. 18. 

May 4, Tuesday. I Preached there the Thanks^ving Sermon, on Psal. 
18. 48, 49. the Minister, the Eevereud Mr. Wallis, being then in JUngland. 

May 9, Sunday. I Preached at a Chappel ia Slizoheth County in Vir- 
ginia, on Psal. 1. 1, 2, 3. 

May 10. We took oar Jouraey from thence to North- Carolina. 

May 16, Whitsunday, 1103. I Preached at the House of Capt. Sanders 
in Corretiik in North- Carolina, on Horn. 1. 16. 

We designed to have Travelled further into North- Carolina, but there was 
no Passage from that Place by Land convenient to Travel, by reason of 
Swamps, and Marishes ; and we bad no way to go by Water but in a Canow 
over a sreat Bay, many Miles over which we essayed to do, but the Wind 
continuing several Days contrary, we returned to Virginia. 

May 23, Sunday, 1703. I Preached at the Church in Princess Anns 
County in Virginia,on Med. 12. 1. and I Baptized Eight Children there. 
Mr. Talbot Preached the same Day at a Chappel belonging to the same 
County, and Baptized Ten Children, 

The whole County is but one Parish, and is about Fifty Miles in length ; 
the People are well affected, but they had no Minister, and greatly desire to 
have one; aud aa they informed us, the Minister's Salary being paid in 
Tobacco, (as it is generally all over Virginia and Marylancl) the Tobacco of 
that County was bo low, that it could not maintain him. 

May 30, Sunday, ITOS. The Eeverend Mr. £lair Commissaiy, Preached 
at Kicketan, where I was an Hearer, having no occasion that Day to Preach 
any where in that County. 

June 6, Sunday. Mr. Talbot Preached at Kisketan, we stayed there about 
Ten Days, at my Daughters House at Kicketan by Jamas Miver : she is 
fully come off from the Quakers, and is a zealous Member of the Church of 
England, and brings up her Children (so many of them as are capable through 
Age,) in the Christian Religion, Prmsed be God for it. 

June 13, Sunday. I Preached at the Church of Abington, on the North- 
side of York-River, the Reverend Mr. Smith is Minister there, and did Read 
the Church Prayers. My Text was, 1 Thess. 5. 19. I lodged at Major 
BurrelVs House, and was kindly Entertained. Mr. Talbot Preached at 



June 20, Sunday. IProaohed at Hampton Ghw AroVirginia, on Jam. 1.22. 

June 27, Sunday, Mr. Talhot Preached at York-Town by York-River, 
■where I was present with him ; wo were kindly Entertained there at the 
Collector's House several Days, waiting foi' Passage up Maryland-bay. 
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Jiine 28, 1 703. We sailed in a Sloop from Ybrk-Tomn, up Maryland-hay 
to WestSiver ; the Master of the Sloop was a Quaker, whose Nsme is 
Thomas Sparrow. After our Landing, he Itindlj Entertained us at his House 
that Night, and refused to take any thing either for our Passage or Enter- 
tainment at his House. And as to our Provision on Board the Sloop, the 
Govemour of Virginia sent us in Plenty. I had much Discourse and 
Reasoning with the sdd Thomas Sparrow, both aboard the Sloop, and at his 
House, especially about Baptism and the Lord's Supper, but he nsed the 
same evasions to the Texts of Sci'iptnre I bronght for them, as tie Quakerg 
commonly use. 

J-aly 1, 1703. We came to Annapolis in Maryland, where we were 
kindly received and Entertained by Esquire Finch, then President of Mary- 
land, and Sir TTwrnaa Lawrence the Secretary there. 

July 4, Sunday. I Preached at Annapolis, on 1 Tkess. 1. 5. and had a 
large Auditory well affected ; my Sermon at the request of a worthy Person 
who heard it, was Printed at Annapolis, mostly at his Cha^ ; and Copies 
of it sent by him, to many parts of the Country. It is Bound up with other 
Printed Sermons and Tracts, in the Book abovementjoned, which I Presented 
to the Honourable Society, soon aft«r my arrival into England. 

July 7, 1703. At the desire of some Persons of best Note in that part of 
Maryland, I went to the Quakers Meeting at Herring- Creek in Maryland, to 
have some friendly Conference with them. The aforesaid Esquire Fineh, Sir 
Thomas Lawrence, and several Justices of the Peace, and many Persons of 
goed Note, came along with me to the Quakers Meeting there, and also the 
Eeverend Mr. Hall, the Minister of the Parish, and diverse other Ministers of 
the neighhouring Parishes. While the Quakers were all silent ; after some 
time, I stood up to speak among them, intending a brief Discourse on Job. 7. 
38, 39. I had spoke but a very few Sentences, when they interrupted me 
very rudely ; and notwithstanding the kind and gentle Entreaty of Esquire 
Much and some others there present of their kind Neighbours, praying them 
to hear me, by no means would the Quakers suffer me to proceed in my 
Discourse. They told the Auditory, I was none of them, and they had 
disowned me. I asked them for what ? But they would give no Eeason for 
their so doing. One of them stood up, and accused Mr. Hall the Minister of 
the Parish, and also the Sheriff, of Theft ; And being inquired what the 
Theft was, whereof he accused them. He answered, that the Sheriff had 

^ven some Tobacco of his, to the said Hall, which was none of his. 

The Case was this. The Sheriff having a quantity of Tobacco belonging to 
this Quaker in his Custody, as is usual in that Country. The Sheiiff, in 
Kindness and good Neighbourhood to the said Quaker, rather than to 
distreiu upon him, acoonhng to the Law, paid to Mr. Hall so much out of 
the Quakers Tob^eo, as was due to Mr. Hall by the ssud Quaker, by an Act 
of the general Assembly, and confirmed by the Queen. And when some 
present said to him, his calling it Theft, reflected on the genera! Assembly, he 
still persisted in it, that it was Theft. I did again offer to Sjjeak, but they 
did interrupt me again, and abused me with reviling Speeches in meer 
Generals, as the manner generally of the Quakers is, to all who Endeavour to 
reform ^em from their Errors, and especially to any who vrith a good 
Conscience upon Divine Conviction, have forsaken their En'oneous ways, to 
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whom they are most outragious, as the Jews were to St. JPanl, after Lis 
Converaion to Ctristiatiity. The aforesaid Persons, my worthy Friends, who 
came with me to the Quaters Meeting, finding that the Quakers would give 
me no heating in theii" Meeting, desired me to Preach to them my Sermon 
which I bad begun upon, {bat was interrupted by the Quakers) at a Ohappel 
very near to the Quakers Meeting, where they would gladly hear me before 
they went away, on that Subject, to which I readilv agi-eed. Mr. Hall the 
Minister of the Parish did be^n with the Church Rayers, and after the 
Prayers, I Preached my Sermon to them, in the s^d Ohappel, (where was a 
great Auditory of both Men and Women) the same in Matter, as near as I 
could, which I had designed to deliver in the Quakers Meeting ; for I made 
no use of Ifotes at that time, knowing that if I had used Notes, the Quakers 
would have made the greater exceptions, and have said, I was only a Minister 
of the Letter, as their manner is to object against them, who make use of 
Hotes ; and I doubted not but that God would assist me, to deliver what was 
proper and Edifying, tliough I had no Notes at that Time. Though I oft 
made use of Notes in my Sermons which I Pi'eached, and continue to do, and 
I do well approve of it. 

The Matter which I mainly insisted upon, in my Discourse on that Text, 
Joh. 1. 38, 30. was, that though we had no'Warrant from this, or any other 
place of Holy Sciipture, to expect those Miraculous and extraordinary Inspi- 
rations of the Spirit given to the Apcstles, which enabled them to Preach 
without Study, and to Speak with Tongues they had not learned by Industry, 
yet we had suffident ground from many Texts of Holy Scripture, to believe, 
that God continues to give to all the Fiuthful, such plentiful Inspirations, 
Influences, and Assistances of his Holy Spirit, ss are necessary to their 
Sanctificatiou, and to their continual Growth and Progress therein, and to 
enable them to serve him acceptably, and comfortably, in all Duties of 
Holiness and Righteousness, and especially to assist them in their Prayers and 
Thanksgivings to Almighty God, in the due Use of the Means of Grace; and 
to assist the Ministers of his Word, in their Preaching and Praying, and in 
all other Parts of their Ministerial OalUng. 

And I shewed, that the Ministers and People of the Church of England, 
had a better Belief, Trust, and Hope of the mward Assistances of the Holy 
Spirit, than the Quakers had, notwithstanding ih% Quakers proud and 
presumptuous Affirmations and Pretensions to the Spirit above others. For 
(said I) the Quakers, and the Quaker Preachers, have such a Distrust of the 
Spirit's Assistance to pray, or give Thanks vocally, that they think, or pretend 
they oft. have it not : and for that Reason given by them, they oft neither 

Sray in their Families, nor at their Meals. And for want of the Spirits 
[otion and Assistance, as they pretend and profess, so as to enable them, 
either to Preach or Pray in audible Words, they used to have many silent 
Meetings, where one Word is not uttered among them from first to last ; and 
in many Places they have them still. And it is certain, that generally iu the 
Quakers Families, there is no vocal Prayer used at all, and rarely, even in 
their Preachers Families. But none of them use constant Prayer in their 
Families, either twice or once a Day, that ever I heard of, and some not once 
in a Tear, in the Family, whatever they do in their Publick Meetings for 
Ostentation. The Reason of this Omission, which they think not to be any 
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Sin, IS, that the Spirit doth, not move or assist them. But what Spiiit ia 
that, but a Spirit of Ostentation an<i Vain-Glory, that moves them so fre- 
quently to pray in their Puhlicli Meetings, and bo rarely, not once in a Year, 
in their Families ? Now whence doth this proceed, that tbey piay so seldom 
in their Families and in some of their Meetings, hut either from their great 
Distrust, (as ie said) or from a political Contrivalice of their first Authors, the 
more to make their Proselytes helieve, they waited for some extraordinary 
Inspiration and Impulse: For they had wont to say, That they who could 
pray w preach at set Times, have not the true Gift of Prayer or Preaching. 
And yet it is sufBdently known, that many of them are arrived at that 
Confidence, to preach and pray in their way of Rhapsody, at any time, in their 
Meetings ; and they have their ordinary Set-times, eaperaally at London, 
when to begin and when to end ; so that if any of their Preachers happen to 
transgress the ordinary time, they oft get some Reprimand. Such of them 
who had not arrived at this Confidence and Conceit of their Ability, to preach 
or pray at any time, except when the Spirit moves them, I compared them to 
a Mil! that stands by a small Brook, or Run of Water, that has oft so little 
Water as cannot make the Wheels of the Mill to go, till there come afresh, 
they know not when. 

Whereas the Faithful of the Church of England, both Ministers and 
People, aod in all true Christian Churches, have no such Distrust of the 
Assistance of the blessed Spirit of God, but believe that blessed Spirit will 
never be wanting to them, to ^ve them his Assistance in some Measure and 
Degree, more or less, according to hb good Pleasure ; siiffident to enable 
them to perform all requisite Duties unto God acceptably. 

Another thing I insisted upon froni the Words of the Text, was. That these 
inward Aids and Assistances of the Holy Spirit given to the Faithful, were 
only promised to them who believed sincerely in Jesus Christ, both God and 
Man, who is now in Heaven without us, oui' blessed Mediator and Intercessor 
with the Father ; and who believe that he is to come in his Glorified Body, 
the same in Substance he had on Earth, {in which he suffered Death for our 
Sins) to be the Judge both of the Quick and Dead, at his Coming and 
Appearing visibly without us, as really aa he visibly ascended into Heaven, id 
the Sight of his Disciples. And that therefore the Quakers who generally 
have not this Belief in Jesus Christ, as above declared, (as hath been fully 
and evidently proved, and can still be proved out of the printed Books of their 
noted Authors.) But instead of tiie true Christian Faith in Jeaus Christ 
(according as the Holy Scripture hath set him forth) have set up a Belief 
only in the Light within them, as the said Light is in all Men, These, I say, 
can lay no Claim to any such Assistances of the Holy Spirit, as are only 
promised to sincere Believers in Jesus Christ, according to tne Words of the 
Text, Job. 1. 38, 39. Se that believes hi me, out of his Belly shall flow 
Rivers of living Water, But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe an him should receive, (to wit, that very Man whidi they both saw 
with their outward Eyes, and heard with thair outward Ears) who, as he was 
visible as Man, yet was invisible as he was God ; And that it is said in the 
following Words, The Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus %i)as 
not yet glorijied ; that is. He was not given, until after His Ascension, either 
in that Plenty and Variety of miracalous Giila, or in that Plenty and large 
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Measure of t!ie ordinary Gifts and Gi'aces of the Spirit, as were ai\*3nvards to 
be given to the Faithful after his Ascension, 

July ] 0, Saturday. I preached at Herring-Oreelc Church, at the Request 
of Mr. Hall the Minister, on the two Sacraments, my Test was, 1 Cor. 
12, 13. 

July 11, Sunday. I preached at Mr. Colback's Church in the next Parish 
a second Sermon oa Job. 1. 38, 39. 

July 14, I crossed Maryland-Bay over to the Eastern Shore, accom- 
panied with Mr. Hall abovementioned, fi'om Annapolis to Kent-Island : We 
had a fair and easie Pass(^, in the Space of three Hours. Mr. Talbot had 
gone up the Western Shore to preach at several Piaces on that side, and after 
some time to come to me. 

Jitly 15. We travelled from Kml-Island to the House of the Reverend 
Mr. LilingstoTie, where we were kindly entertained some Days, 

./m?!/ 18, Sunday. I preached at Mr.' JCiKnj/s/om's Church in Talbot Oomity, 
on Eph. 2. 10, and had a grflat Auditoiy, and well affected. 

July 21, Wednesday. I preached at Mr. Bourdly's Church, on Rom. 
10. 1, 8, 9. and had a great Auditory, and were kindly entertained at his 
House. 

July 25, Sunday. I preached at the Church of Shrewsbury in Maryland, 
on 1 Cor. 9. II, 12. where was a large Auditory out of diverse Parishes: 
But that Parish of Shrewsbury had no Minister, nor have had for some 
considerable Tinie past. We were kindly entertained by Mr. JBlays at his 
House in that Parish, some Days. On Sunday in the Evening, I had some 
Discourse with a Quaker who came from London and sold Goods to the 
Planters, for Tobabco. I found him so extream ignorant, that I could not 

ferswade him, that our Blessed Savionr, as he was Man, had a created Soul, 
asked him. If he himself had a created Soul t This also he denied. I 
mentioned that place of Scripture k> him, The Soul that Sinneik shall die: 
And could a Soul sin, that was not ci'eated ! If the Sonl of Man be not 
created, it must be God, and God could not Sin, But no Reasons can 
prevail with them, however so plain, who are given up to strong Delusion, as 
mdeed they loo genei-ally are. This Discourse I had with him in the Hear- 
ing of another Quaker, who came with him, at the House of Mr. £lay, who 
was present, 

July 28. I crossed Susafrox-Rieer, (Mr. Hall having gone home) and 
came that Day to the Reverend Mr. Sewils, Minister of Cedl-Gouniy in 
Maryland, where Mr. Talbot came to ine. Mr. SewH kindly entertained us 
at his House, and accompanied us to the Mannor, by Bohemia River, where 
we lodged, and were kindly entertained by the Master of the House, who 
was a German, 

July 29. We came from thence to N'ew- Castle, by Delaware-River, and 
were kindly entertained at the House of Mr, Robert French, some Days. 

August 1, 1703, Sunday. I preached at Jffew-Castle, on Heh. 5. 9. and 
had a large Auditory of English, and some Dutch : They have had a Church 
lately built, and the Reverend Mr. Rosse, a Missionary from the Honourable 
Society, has been sent to them, which they greatly desired. 

August 2. I came to Upland, alias Chester, by Delaware-River, Mr. 
Talbot having gone before to preach there, August 1. 
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August 3, Tuesday, I preached in the Church at Chester, a second 
Sermon on Titus 2. II, 12, 13, 14. and had a considerable Anditory; we 
were Itindly entertained at the House of Mr. Jasper Teates there. 

August 4. We came from Chester to Philadelphia, where we were 
kindly received and entertained by our Friends, and especially by Mistress 
Weleh, at whose House we again lodged as formerly. 

August B. Mr. Talbot preached in the Fofenoon at Philadelphia, and I 
preached there in the Afternoon, on 2 Cor. 12. 9. 

August 15, Sunday. I Preached at Philadelphia on 1 Job. 5. S. 

August 22, Sunday. I preached at the Wew Church at Bitrli-n^ton, on 2 
Sam. 23. 8, 4. My Lord ConAury was present and many Gentlemen who 
accomp.anied him, both from New-York, s,nA the two Jerseys, h&Vmg had. 
Lis CommiBsion to be Govemour of West and JSast-Jersey, Eead at the 
Town-House there, some Days before. It was the first Sermon that was 
Preached in that Church. 

August 29, Sunday, I preached again at the Church in Burlington, on 
Jam. 1. 22. 

Sept. 5, Sunday, I preached at Philadelphia, on Acts 2. 41, 42. being 
Sacrament Day. 

Sept. 12, Sunday. 1 preached at the Church in Burliiigton, a Second 
Sevmon, on Jam. 1. 22. Mr. Talbot preached that Day at Chester in 
Pensilvama. 

Sept. 16. I preached at Will. Sewlins in West^ersey, on Tit. 2. 11. 

Sept. 19, Sunday. I preached at Philadelphia in the Afternoon, on 
Mai. 16. 6. 

Sept. 21, Tuesday. I preached at Philadelphia, on Jade S. This week 
being the time of the Quakers yearly Meeting at Philadelphia, the Minister 
of Philadelphia, the Reverend Mr. Evans, with the consent of the Vestry, 
having agreed together with us, to have both Prayers and Sermons at the 
Church in Philadelphia, all the Days that the Quakers had their Meetings in 
that Week, which use to continue three Days ; there happens commonly in 
that Week to be a great concourse of People at Philadelphia, not only 
Quakers, but also of many others, as at some great Fair. 

Sep(, 21, Tuesday, Mr. Talbot •went to the Quakers Meeting at Phila^ 
delphia, that met at the New Meeting-Honse, called, the Banck-Meeting, 
about 9 of the Clock in tbe Forenoon, and began to read a Paper to tbem 
which I had Writ, containing some Observations on the Attestation, taken 
and Signed by some of the most noted Quakers in West-Jersey, in order to 
their being made Members of the Council in the Province of West and Mast- 
Jersey. The Quakers were so rude, that they pushed him on the Breast, and 
drove him by violence fi-om the threshold of the Door, where he stood; yet 
he continued Reading, till he had finished it ; but by the Tumult that the 
Quakers raised he was little heard. After which, I went in ta their Meetiog- 
House, and sU>od up on a Bench to Read it in tbeir hearing within doors, but 
I had scarce read three Lines, till a Quaker, whose Name I spare, pulled it 
out of my Hand with great violence, and some of them overturned the Bench 
I stood upon, but I h^ no hurt. Praised be God ; for as I was felling, some 
that were not Quakers supported me with their shoulders till my Feet gently 
touched the Ground ; another Person that was no Quaker, pulling the said 
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Paper out of the Quakers hand, it was torn in two pieces betwixt them ; but 
ty the order of a Justice of Peace, who was no Quaker, the Quaker returned 
to me that, torn piece of the Paper which he had kept Of this Eude and 
Disorderly Carriage of the Quakers at the said Place, the said Day, divei-ae 
Persona of good Credit gave an Affidavit before a Justice of Peace at Pkila- 
delpkia. I need not here recite the Contents of my Observaliona on these 
Quakers Attestation, for the like Observations have been made by another 
hand, and published in Print lately, in these American parts, and perhaps 
may be Reprinted at London ere long. 

S^t. 26, Sunday. I preached in Burlington Church, a third Sermon, on 
Jam. 1. 32. in the Forenoon, and Mr. Talbot in the Afternoon. 

October S, Sunday. I preached in Burlington, Ghurch, ou Helj. 8. 10, 11, 
12. both Forenoon, and Afternoon, and read the Prayera before Sermon. 

October 10, Sunday, 1703. I preached at Tojionemes in Freehold in 
Sast-Jersey, on Acts 2. 41, 42. and had a considerable Auditory, diverse of 
them late Converts from Quakerism to the Chuvch. Mr. Innesse above- 
mentioned did read the Prayers. Mr. Talbot staid to preach in several 
places in Pmsilvania, and West-Jersey, for some time. 

October 'il, Sunday. I preached at Shrewsbury near the Quakers 
Meeting there, on Fsal. 103. 17, 18. 

October 24, Sunday. I preached again there, on ITeb. 8. 10, Jl. And 
Mr. Innesse Baptized two Men and a Child. 

October 31, Sunday. I preached At Amboy in Emt Jtriey,o-o. Tdus 2 11, 
12, 13, 14. 

November 3. I preached at And. Craig's in the Township of JUltzahdh 
Town, on 2 Pet, 1. 5. and Baptized his Four Childieu 

November 4. I Baptized the Children of Andrew Hemion, eight in 
Number; He and his Wife are come over from Quakerism to the Church 
And November 3, 1 Baptized Seven Children of a Widow Woman there 

November 1, Sunday. I preached at Neui-Torh, on Acts 2 42 and that 
Sermon was soon after Printed at New-York, at the desira of some who 
heai'd it, and did contribute to the Charge of its Printing. 

November 14, Sunday. I preached at Jamaica on Lonff-Island, on Reb. 
8. S, 10. 

November 11, Wednesday. I preached at Oysterbay on Zonff-Ialand, on 
Jude 20, 21. And Novemb. 19. there I Baptized Mrs. White, Wife to Mr. 
Edward White, and all bis Children, viz. three Sons and five Daughters. 
He and his Wife were formerly Quakers, but are come over to the Church. 
And the same Day I Baptized Mrs, Jones, Wife to Captain Jones of that 
Township. 

November 20, Saturday. At Oystmbay, I Baptized John Townsend, a 
Justice of Peace, and his three Children. And Mr. Nathaniel Cole, and his 
Wife, and his three Children. There had scarce been any Profession of the 
Ohriatian Eeiigion among the People of that Town ; they had scarce any 
NolJon of Religion but Quakerism : The Quakers had formerly a Meeting 
there, but many of them who lived in that Town, became Followers of Thomas 
Chase (not the Thomas Chaise of Ham,pton, in New-Unyland abovementioned) 
and were called, Chasers Crew, who set up a new sort of Quakerism, and 
among other Vile Principles, they condemned Marriage, and said, it was of 
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the Devil, perverting that Text of Scripture, The CIdldren of the Resurrecliim 
neither Marry, nor are given in Marriage ■ and they said they were the 
Children of the Eeaurrectiou ; and indeed, as the Autlior of the Snake in tke 
Grass has well ohaerved ; This Mad sort of Quakers, called Chase's Crew, did 
but eonsenuentially practice, what the followers of George Fox held very 
generally in Principle, viz. that they were come already to the Eesurrectioo, 
and had their vile Bodies already changed ; so George Fox has expressly 
Taught in Print, in a Printed Treatise of his about the Supper, where he will 
have the Lord's Supper now to be only inward. 

JVovemher 2]., Sunday. I preached at Mampsted Church on Long-Islami, 
on 1 Pet. 2. 9. and Lodged that Night at Isaac Smith's Hou.'ie, Four Miles 
distant from the Church, and ttere I Baptisied a Young-Wonjan of bis 
Family, and a Boy, and a Girl of his Relations, and a Neighbours Child, a 
Boy. This Isaac Smith had been formerly a Quaker, and was scarce then 
fully come off, but came and heard me Preach, and was well affected, and did 
kindly Entertain me. 

November 28, Sunday. I preached at New-York on 1 Cor. 12. 13. and 
that Sermon also was Printed at Mew-York, at the desii'e of some who heard 
it, and contributed to the Charge of Printing it ; and by the Blessing of God, 
both these printed Sermons have been serviceable to many in these American 
Parts, and to some also in England, to reclaim them from their erroneous 
Opinions about the two Saci-aments, Baptism and the Lord's-Supper. 

December 5, Sunday, 1Y03, I preached at Mw-York, on John 12. 
35, 36. 

December 13, Sunday. I preached at Ambog, at my Lord Gomhury's 
Lodging, where he was present, and many with. him. My Test was John 
12. 35, 86. 

December 19, Sunday. 1 preached at tie Ilouse of Col. Tounfly in 
Elizabeth- Town, both Forenoon and Afternoon, on. 1 Pet. 2. 9. Many of 
that Town having been formerly a sort of Independents, are become well 
affected fo the Qiurch of England, and desire to have a Minister of the 
Church of England sent to them ; There I baptized a Child of Mr, 



December 25, Christmas-day. I preached at Amhoy in East-Jerseg, on 
1 Tim. 3. 16. 

December- 26, Sunday, Mr. Talbot preached there on Psal. 126. and 
baptized a Young Man, called John Brown, who had a Quaker Education, 
and a Young Woman. 

December 21, 1T03. I preached at Capt. Bishops ^ RavaiSiver in 
East-Jersey, on Jnde 20. and baptized a Child oi Bobert Wright. 

December 29, Wednesday. I preached at the Independents Meeting- 
House in Woodbridge, at the Desire of Mr. Shepherd, and some others there, 
on 1 Tim. 3. 16. After Sermon Mr. Shepherd kindly entertained us at his 

December 30, Thursday. I preached at Piscataway in East-Jwsey, on 
Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8, 9. 

January 2, Sunday. I preached at Amboy on Meb. 8. 10, 11. 

January 9, Sunday. I preached at the House of Dr. Johnston on Nether- 
sinks, on Psal. 119. V. 113. and had a considerable Auditory, 
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January 16, Sunday, I preached at Mr. Morrh House at the Falls of 
Shrewsbury in ^h^l-Jermf, on 2 Cor. 5. 17. 

■Tawwary 23, Sunday. I preached again at Mr, Jfoms House on 2 Pet. 1. S. 

January 30, Sanday. I preached at the'HousQ of Mr, Thomas Boels in 
FVeehold in Sast-Jersey, on 1 Cor. 15. 58. 

i'Virwory 6, Sunday, I preaclied at the House of Mr. John Mead in 
Freehold in East-Jei-sey, on Psal. 119. 96. 

February IS, Sunday. I preached at Burlington Church in West-Jersey, 
on 1 Cor. 16. 58. 

February 20, Sunday, I preached at Philadelphia both Forenoon and 
Afternoon, orvPsal. 119. 96, 97. 

February 27, Sunday, 1704. I preached at Trinity-Chappel at Franck- 
/bi't (alias O^orii) in PenAlvania, on 1 iToAn 2. 24, As I returned from 
FranckfoTt to Philadelphia, that very Day, about the 4iA Hour in the After- 
noon, being Sunday, both I and thosa in company with me, observed that a 
Corn-Mill belonging to some Quakere was Grinding, which they told me, is 
very common there. 

March 5, Sunday, 1704, I preached at Philadelphia, on Luke 2. 29, 30, 
31, 32, in the Afternoon. 

March 12, Sunday. I preached at Philadelphia on 1 Tim. 2. i, 2. 

March 16, Thuraday. I preached at Trinity-Chappel at Franckfort, on 
1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. 

March 19, Sunday. I preached at Philadelphia a second Sermon on 
1 Tim. 2. 2, 3, 4. 

March 26, Sunday, 170i. I preached both Forenoon and Afternoon, at 
Burlington Church, on 1 Cor. 15. 58. two other Sermons, being my last I 
preached there. 

April 2, Sunday, 1704. I preached at Philadelphia on John 4. 24. being 
my last Sermon I preached there. 

After my Eetum from JSast-Jersey to PhiladelpMa, about tlie middle of 
February 1703. for the Space of Six Weets, I remaned mostly at Phila- 
delphia, and was very kindly and hospitally entertained by Mr. Joshua Carpen- 
ter, at bia House, where I lodged all that time, until I began my Journey 
fl'om Philadelphia towards Virginia, to take Pass^e for my Return to 
England. Mrs. Welch, with whom I lodged formerly, having been Sick and 
Weak all that time ; but some time after it pleased God to rratore her to 
Health, 

During the most part of "Winter, in the Year 1703. Mr. Talbot, by my free 
Consent, did travel in diverse other Parts in Petmlvama, West and Fast- 
Jersey, Preaching and Baptizing many in those Parts where I was not with 
him. For the greater Sfervice of God and his Church, we did oft travel 
separately, (being still one in Heart and Affection) and I had very good 
Friends that travelled wiUi me in his Absence, to accompany me from place 
to place, in aU those places where I travelled. 

AprU 9, Sunday, I preached at Chester Church in Pefosilvania, on John 
4. 24. being my last Sermon there. 

April 12, Wednesday, I preached at Newcastle, on Jude 20. 

April 16, Easter-Sunday. Mr. Talbot preached at Mr, Bourdh/s Churcli 
in Maryland, where I had preached before JiUy 21, 1703, 
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April 23, Sunday. I preached at Annapolis in Maryland, Col. Seamour 
Goveraour of Maryland, being present, who very kindly entertained us at hia 
House both then and at otber times, during our Abode there, as we waited 
for Passage down Maryland-Bay to James-River in Virginia. 

Mr. Talhot accompanied ine from Philadelphia to Annapolis in Maryland, 
where wifh true Love and Affeetjon, we did take our Farewell of one another, 
and lie returned to serve God and his Church, ns formerly, especially in 
Pensilvania, West and East-Jersey, where he was like to have the greatest 
Service and Success : And some time ago, the Eight Reverend Hem-g, Lord 
Bishop of Zondon, has writ to liini to fis at Burlington, to be Minister of the 
Church there, where is now a large Congregation ; and where, not long ii^ 
there was little else hut Quakerism or Heathenism. 

April 26, 1104. I Bailed down Maryland-Bay to Virginia, in Captain 
Piilman'a Ship, who very kindly entertained me and Mr. John Barclay, my 
good Friend with me : He, in true Love and Affection, travelled with me 
from his dwelling House at Amhojf in Mast-Jersey, to James-Jtiver in' 
Virginia, and he staid with me until he saw me aboard the Ship, June 8. 
where we took out Farewell. 

May 2, 1104, We arrived at Kiclcetan by James-River, and staid some 
Days at the House of my Son in Law there. 

May V, Sunday. I preached at Williamsburgh Church in Virginia, on 
1 Tim. 2, 8, 4. Col. Ntcolson, then Governour of Virginia, being present, 
who kindly entertained us. 

May 14, Sunday. I heard Mr. Grace preach in Kichetan Church, on 
Luke 23. 43. 

May 21, Sunday, 1704. I preached at KiiJcetan on Acts 20. 21. 

May 28, Sunday. I preached in the Queen's Ship, called, Bread-Nought, 
Capt Mvans Commodore to the Virginia. Fleet bound for England, 

June 4, Whitsunday. I preached again in the Commodore-Ship, on 
Job. 16. 7. 

June 8. I came aboard the Commodore, and was kindly and j_ 
entertained by Capt. Evans at his Table, all the Voyage, gratis, and 1 1< 
(near to him) in the great Cabin. 

August 6, 1704, We arrived safe at the Downs, praised be God our 
Preserver. 

August 6. Having taken my Leave of Captain Evans at the Downs, I 
came aboard a Merchant-Ship, whose Commander was Captain James Thomas, 
and sailed in his Ship until we arrived into the Thames, ahout ten miles from 
London, being kindly entertained by hira : And that Evening, being the 14(A 
of August, I came to my Family iu London, safe and well, notwithstanding 
of the felse Prophecy of some of the Quakers, That I should never see 'Em^a-oA 
any mf>re, after my Departure <iut of it,m April, 1702. The ahovementioned 
Captain James Thoirms, my good SViend, some Years ago came off from 
Quakerism {wherein he was educated) and his Wife ^o, and are come over 
to the Church. He was baptized above three Years ago, by the Reverend 
Mr. Stubs, in St. Alpkage Church by Zion- College, whereof he is Minister; 
to whose Baptism I was one of the Witnesses. 

Thus I have given an entire Journal of my two Years Missionary Travel 
and Service, on the Continent of North-America, betwixt Piscataway-River 
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in New-England, and Coreluch in North Carolina ; of extent in Length 
about Eiglit hundred Miles ; within which Bounds are Ten distinct Colonies 
and Grovei'nments, all under the Crown of England, viz. Piscataway, Boston, 
Shod-Islaaid, Connecticut, Nein-York, East and West-Jersey, Pensilvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, a:aA NorthrCarolina. 

I travelled twice over most of those Governments and Colonies, and I 
preached oft in many of them, particularly in Pensilvania, West and Ea.st- 
Jersey, and New-York Provincss, where we continued longest, and found the 
greatest Occasion for our Service. 

Aa concerning tlie Success of me, and my Fellow Labourer Mr John Talbofs 
Ministry, in the Places where we travelled, I shall not say much , yet it is 
necessary that something he said, to the Glory of God alone, to whom it 
belongs, and to the Encouragement of others, who may hereafter le imployed 
in the like Sei'vice. 

In all the places where we travelled and preached, we found the Pet pie 
generally well affected to the Doctrine that we preached among thatn, and 
they did generally join with us decently in the Liturgy, and Publiek Prayers, 
and AdministratJon of the Holy Sacraments, after the Usage of the Church 
of England, aa we had Occasion to use them. 

And where Ministera were wanting, (as there were wanting in many 
Places) the People earnestly desired us to present their Request to the 
Honourable Society, to send Ministers unto them, which accordingly I have 
done; and in answer to their Kequest, the Society has sent to such Places as 
seemed most to want, a considerable Number of Missionaries. 

Beside the general Success we had, (praised be God for it) both in our 
Preaching, and much and frequent Conference with People of diverse Perswa- 
sions, many of which had been wholly Strangers to the Way of the Church 
oi England ; who, after they had observed it in the Public Prayers, an8 
reading the Lessons out of the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, and the Manner of the Administration of Baptism, and the Lord's 
Supper, were greatly affected with it, and some of which declared their ^eat 
Satisfaction and the Esteem they had of the Solemn and edifying manner of 
our Worship and Administration, far above whatever they could observe in 
other Ways of Worship known to them. 

To many, our Ministry was as the sowing the Seed and Planting, who, 
probably, never so much as heard one orthodox Sermon preached to thena, 
before we came and preached among them, who received the Word with 
Joy ; and of whom we have good Hope, that they will be ns the good 
Ground, That bringeth forth Fruit, some Thirty, some Siaty, and some an 
Hundred Fold. And to many othera it was a Watering to what had been 
formerly Sown and Planted among them ; some of the good Fruit whereof 
we did observe, to the Glory of God, and our great Comfort, while we were 
with tteoi, even such Fruits of true Piety and good Lives, and sober and 
righteous Living, as prove the Trees to be good from which they did proceed. 

Many or most of those who had born the Name of Separatist Quakers 
(for their leaving tbe Meetings of the Quakers, because of their Opposition to 
the great Fun&mentals of the Christian Faith, and had embraced the 
Doctrine they heard preached by me, concerning the Way of Salvation by 
Faith in Jesus Christ, both God and Man, as he outwardly came in the Flesh, 
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died for our Sins, and rose again, &c. about the Years 1091 and 1692, aud 
had set up distinct Meetings), we found had joined with the Church of 
England Congregation at Philadelphia, hefore our Ariival, when we came 
among them : they received us with great Joy and Satisfaction to hear ns 
preach what tended to their farther Confirmation in the Christian Faith, and 
in Communion with the Church of England. And they expressed the great 
Benefit they had received hy my several Epistles I wrote to them from 
Zondm, aho\xt the Years 1698 and 169&, lo answer the Scruples and 
Objections some of them had made to me in some of their Letters, against 
joining with the Church of England, which they fold me, gave them great 
Satisfection, by the Blessing of God, to join with the Church, and with which 
they joined soon niter. And the like Sei-vice my Epistles' did to others of 
their Friends, in East and West-Jersey, and other Parts of that Country, to 
whom they had imparted them, at my Desire. 

The Reverend Mr. Evan Evans, the Minister of the Church of England 
Congregation at PkUadelphia, informed me, that (beside the considerable 
Number of Converts to the Church from Quakerism, that the former Minister, 
the Reverend Mr. Claiton had baptized) by his Account, since he was 
Minister there, he had baptized of Men, Women, and Children, in Pendlvania 
and WesUjersey, of English and Welsh, about Five hundred ; many, or 
most of them, having been Quakers, and the Children of Quakers, and 
Quakerly affected ; and beside these, many who had left Quakerism, and had 
joined to the Church, had been baptized in Infancy, not having been born of 
Quaker Parents. 

Since our Arrival into those American Parts, by the Blessing of God upon 
our Labours among them, in Femilvania, West and East-Jersey, and New- 
York Province, there have been, by modest Computation, at least two 
hundred Persons baptized of Quakers, and their Children, and Servants, aud 
of such who were Quakerly affected, by Mr. Talbot, and Mr. Evans, and hy 
me, and some by the Reverend Mr, Vesey, Minister of New-York, in that 
Town. And beside these, many who had beeo baptized in Iniancy, have 
come off from Quakerism and joined to the Church in these Countries, since 
we travelled and preached among them, and had much Conference with 
diverse of ibeia in private from House to House. Diverse also of Dissenters 
formerly disaffected to the Church, who were not Quakers, are become well 
affected to the Church, and her Publick way of "Worship, and Administration 
of the holy Sacraments, as well as to the Truth of Her Doctrine, since our 
Labouring among them, both in East and West-Jersey, and else where ; so 
that, God be Prdsed, almost in all these Countries where we Travelled and 
Laboured, in some of which there was httle fo be observed but Quakerism, or 
Heathenism, which are much one (and if we may believe some of the 
Quakers great Authors, they are altogether one, vie. the Religion of the 
Quakers, and of such Heathens, who were obedient lo the Light within them, 
but without all Faith, and Knowledge of Christ, as he came in the Flesh). 
I say, in all these Countries almost, by the Blessing of God on our Labours, 
there are good Materials prepared for the Building of Churches, of living 
Stones, as soon as, by the good Providence of God, Minister shall be sent 
among them, who have the discretion, and due qualifications requisite to 
Build with them. The Truth of which some of the late Missionaries have 
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found, to their greai Comfort, who, as soon as they Arrived into these Piivts, 
unto which they were sent, did find a People prepared to receive them ; ho 
that what others had Sown before them, they have Reaped, and I hope will 
raore abundantly Reap. 

In I'eiisihania, where there waa but one CSiurch of Mngland Congregatiotj 
settled, to wit, at PMlade^hia (and even that but of few Years atandiiig) at 
our Arrival there ; there are now, IJlessed be God, Five Chureh' of JEingland 
CongregatJons supplied with Ministers, and who have convenient Churches, 
where the People assemble constantly every Lord's Day to the Prayers and 
Sermons, and where the Holy Sacraments are duh" Administered, according 
to the Ohnreh of ^gland. The places in /'emsi^i^m'o, where these Churches 
are set up, are, the first, Philadelphia, the second Chester os Upland, the 
third Ffanchfort aHas Oxfiyrd, the fourth NevhOastle, the fifth Apoqaimene. 

At Philadelphia, they have Prayere in the Church, not only on the Lord's 
Days, and other holy Days, but a!l Wednesdays and Fridays weekly, and the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper administered Monthly, and the Number of 
the Communicanta considerable. The Ohureh is commonly welt filled with 
People every Lord's Day, and when they are fully asaeuiblei}, both of the 
Town and Country that belong to that Congregation, they may well be 
reckoned, by modest Computation, to amount to Five Hundred Persona of 
Hearers. But sometimes there are many more ; , and generally the Converts 
from Quakerism, are good Examples, both for frequenting the Church Prayers, 
and frequent partaking of the Lord's-Supper, with zeal and devotion, and also 
of sober and virtuous Living in their daily conversation, to the frustrating the 
lying Prophecies and ExpeetatJons of the Quaker Preachers especially, who 
used to Prophecy, that wlioever left the Profession of Quakers, after that 
should be good for nothing, but as unsavoury Salt, to be trod under foot of 
Men, But to God's Praise be it said, they may be generally compared with 
the best Quakers for their Morals, and far to exceed many of them in that 
respect; and which greatly casts the Bailance, that the Moreih of those 
converted from Quakerism, both in England and America, or any where else, 
are Built on the Foundation of the Prophets and Apostles, Jesus Christ beinff 
the head corner Stone, which the Quakers Morals (no more than the Heathens) 
are not Built upon. 

At Burlington in West-Jersey, Twenty Miles distant from Philadelphia, 
on the other side of Delaware-Biver, there is now a settled Congregation, 
with a fixed Minister, to wit, the Reverend Mr. John Talbot, my Fellow 
Labourer, where there is a large Congregation, and a considerable Number 
of Communicants, many of them having been formerly Quakers, and Qaaker- 
ly affected, or such as wore of no particular denomination. And such of them 
aa had not been Baptized in Infancy, have received Baptism, partly by Mr, 
Evans, and partly 1:^ Mr, Talbot, and some rf them by me. Mr. Talbot has 
Baptized most of tbem who have been Baptized, since our Arrival among 
them, and particularly all the Children, both Males and Females, of WilHam 
Budd, who formerly was" a Quaker-Preacher, but is come over frran Quaker- 
ism, to the Church, with diverse others of the Neighbourhood, in the Country 
about the Town of Burlington, who come usually to the Church at Burling- 
ton on the Lord's-Day ; some of them, Six, Eight, and some of them Ten, or 
Twelve Miles, and some of them more. 
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In some other Places they are about Building Churches, both in West and 
Mast-Jersey. 

The place at Frtmchfort in Pensilvania, where the Congregation Assembles 
on the liord's-Day, ia caJled, Trinity C'ltappel, it was formerly a Quaker 
Meeting-Houae, Built, or fitted by Quakers, but some time ago haa been given 
to the Church, by such who had the Eight to it : Some Land adjoining was 
given by a Person well affected to the Church, for tho use of the Minister, 
who should reside there, for a House, Garden, and small Orchard. 

I can say little to any Success we had in America, amongst the other sort 
of Quakers, though, as the above-written Journal sheweth, I Laboured much 
among them, i a true Love, and good Will; bat they being misled, and 
prejudiced by their Leaders, seemed too generally to reject my Labour of 
Love ; however, I am not without hope, that the Seed that God had enabled 
me to Sow among them, will in some of ttiem, in due time, take Koot down- 
ward, and bear Fruit upward, though little of it doth yet appear. 

There are now Thirteen Ministers in the Northern Parts of America, all 
placed within these two Tears last past, , and generally Supported and 
MaintMned by the Honourable Sodety Jbr the Propagation of the Gespel in 
foreign Parts. 

In all the Places where we travelled, the GtovernouTs of all the several 
Provinces, did very kindly treat us, and give us all possible Countenance and 
Encouragement that we could desire or expeet. 



d by Google 



M^. 



52 Protestant Ephcopal Ilisiorkal CoUeciiorts. 

Here followeth an Account of the several Treatises I wrote and 
published in Print, in North America, within the Time of my 
Abode there, in the Years 1703, and 1703, to 1704. 

• I |)i-eyched at Boston, on Ephes. 2. 20. printed 

My printed Siicet, in a Letter to Mr. Samuel Wiilard, a Preacher at 
Bon ton. 

ni. My Reply to Mr. Increase Matker's printed Eemarlis agiunat tha Six 
Eules I gave ia my Sermon, on Ep}^. 2, 20. 

IV, My Answer to Mr, Samuel Willard's Keply to my printed Sheet. 

V, My Answer to Caleb Pusey Qaalfer, his Bool; agmnst me, which he 
abusively called, Protffus Ecclesiasticus. 

VI, Tlie Account of the blasphemous Notnona of William Davis, who 
after he left the Quakers, set up for a Secf'Mastev. 

VII, My Answer to a second Book of Cakb Pusey against me. 

VIII, My Sermon preached at N'ev)'Tork, on Acts 2, 41, 42. 

IX, My Sermon preached at Nev>-York, on 1 Cor. 12, 13. 

X, My Sfrmoa preached at Annapolis in Maryland, on 1 Tkes. 1, 5. 

All these bound up in one Book, I humbly presented to the Sodety, soon 
after my Arrival at London : The Book it self may be found at the Library 
of the most Reverend Thomas Lord Arch Bishop of Canterbury, by St, 
Martins in the Fields, where the Society useth to meet. 
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The Sis Rules above-mentioned, in the first Sheet of th 
foregoing Journal, are these following. 



The First Rule. 

T|7"iIATEVER is enjojn'd by our Superioiire, if it contradict not God's 
W Commaads ia Holy Scripture, ought for Conseieaee salie to be 
obey'd, according to 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14, Rom. 13. 5. Seb. 13. 7, 11. And if 
what they enjoyn, be not made a Command of God, or an Article of Faith, or 
& Means of Grace. 

The Second Rule. 

Whatever Churcli holds the Fundamentals of Christian Eeligion, and has 
the Word of God duly Preach'd, and tlie Sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's-Supper duly Administered ; such a ChuixJi is a true Church of Christ ; 
and to separate fi'om such' a Church in external Communion, and iii external 
Acts of Worship, is a Sin, the which Sin is the Sin of Schism, that is very 
heinous, Horn. 16. 17. 1 Cor. 12. 25. 1 Cor. 1, 10, 13. and nothing can 
excuse from the Guilt of that Sin, unless when anything is enjoyn'd to Pei-sons 
that is really sinful and contrary to God's Commands given us in the Holy 
Scriptures ; not what Men, by Prqudice of EducaUon, or by wrong Informa- 
tion, say is Sin, but what really is so, and can be clearly proved to be so out 
of the Holy Scriptures. And if they cannot join in one or some external 
Acts of Worship, because sinfttl ; yet in other Acts they ought to join that 
are not siuful. 

The Third Rule. 

What Things wo see anai^ in particular Persons, are not to be charged 
upon the whole Church, unless the Church do justify those Persons in those 
ITiings ; and what we can't amend, we ought to bear ; for there la no 
Christian Society upon Earth but has some particular Persons that do amisa ; 
and all Diasentors, when particular Failings of particular Persons are objected 
to them, give the like Excuse. 
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The Fourth Rule. 

To join in esternal Acts of Publick Worship, where the Matter is found, 
tho' there be a great Mixture of unsound Members with others found, is no 
Sin, but our Duty, fgr which we are warranted both by the Practice of the 
Prophets, and other hoty Persons in the Ancient Jewish Churdi, who. never 
did separate from the Publick Worship of Gkid wheo the Matter of it was 
found, notwithstanding that Things were very much amiss amongst them in 
Practice : And also by the Example of Zacharim and Mieabefk, and all 
other holy Persona that were then in the Jewish Church, and by the Example 
of our Saviour himself and his Apostles, who frequented the Temple Worsiiip, 
performed in the Synagogues before our Saviour's Passion, that put an end to 
Circumcision, and Sacrifices, and other Types of the Old Testament. 

The Fifth Rule. 

Whatsoever Things were commanded of God, or allow'd and pracfised 
lawfully under the Old Testaineiit, that were neither any Part of the 
Ceremonial Law, nor of the Jewish Polity peculiar to that ^Nation, are stil! 
binding to us under the New Testament, or allow'd and pvactieed lawfully i 
and a Proof out of the Old Testament, ia all such CaseSj is as good, as a Proof 
out of the !New. 

The Sixth Rule. 

Set Forms of Prayer and Thanksgiving (where the People pray Vocally 
with the Minister) are a Duty as well under the New Testament as the Old ; 
and that it was practised under the Old, is clear from Jsa. 29. 13. Joel 2. 17, 
ffos. 14. 2, 3. Mat. 15. 8, i5rc And under the New Testament our Saviour 
gave a Form of Pfayer to his Disciples, which he coanuanded his Disciples 
to say ; and John the Baptist taught lus Disciples a Fona of Prayer, Luhe 
11. 2. And many of the Dissenters use the Form of Benediction aft«r 
Sermon, The Grace ofvur Lord Jesus Christ, c6c. And they use the Form 
of Words that Christ taught, both in Baptism and the LwdVSupper. Under 
the Old Testament they were to pray with the Spirit, and with Sincerity of 
Heart and Affection, as well as under the New; and therefore if praying in a 
Form was not then inconsistent with praying by the Spirit, no more is it 
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[In continuation of the stoiy of the Church's progress, as well as in fur- 
ther iliustratiou of Mr. Talbot's character, we resume hare the publication 
of his letters.] 

Mr. Talbot to Mr. Keith. 

" N. Yoik, Oetobor SOtli. 1705. 
" Eevekend Sir : 

" We received advice from Barhadoes that your Fleet was 
arrived, a confirmation of which we shall be glad to have from yourself. We 
the clergy in these Provinces, Pensilvaiiia, N, Jersey, and N. York, being conr 
vened here hy the directions of my Lord Cornbiiry and his Excellency Gover- 
nour Nicholson, to make a represeatation of the present state of a&ira- of the 
Church, which we have drawn up, in a scheme, and iran^tted to yow vene- 
rable Society signed hy the twelve apostles, I mean to do in this Letter as I 
do in my Travels, touch and go from place to place, and teM you such things 
as I thought not so proper for the Public view, I got some hundreds of Fr. 
Buggs Books printed, which I had endorsed with a challenge and so was 
bound to answer it; bat I could not provoke the friends to it by no means. 
"No they say, as they used to do, that they will answer in pritiL Then I 
offered to take the two Almanacks by Dan. Leeds and Caleb Puseyand prove 
them by Friends Boolta. I challenged y° latter at y° head of hia Regi- 
ment to come forth and see himself proved a Lyar, in y' very same book 
and page where he most impudently charges G. K. D. L. and y° eight 
ministers of your Church of England. But al! I could get of them at present 
was this sorry paper, " False News from Gath," which I intend to answer with 
" true news to Gath," Ashdod and the rest of the unciceumeiaed, nnhaptized 
Philistines ; at length I appointed a meeting at Church, whether they would 
come or no, and there I exposed their errors before all men, women and chil- 
dren that were there; hut none answered a word, though several Quakers 
were there, whilst I, Mr. Sharps and Mr, Nichols examined y° " Bomb," and 
D. L. Almanack hy their books, and proved y' quotations true. I have hired 
a chamber at Burlington, where I keep the present collection of friends boots ;. 
several of them came to me there and were satisfied, but some desired me to 
set down my quotations book and page, which I promised to do at my leisure, 
particularly to one of their friends of y' ministry whom I be^eve will come off. 
I have forgot his ijame, he lives near !Peter ChartiberlMn's in Pensilvania, Mr. 
Sharpe was very jealous to bring y' Qaakera to stand a tryal ; he carried one 
of y* Bombs into their meeting, and read a newchallengewhichl sent them, to 
answer what they they had printed ; hut all in vain. 8am. Jennings stood up 
and said, ' Friends let's call apon God ;' then they wentto Prayer and so their 
meeting broke up. Since, I have read several scapdalous Letters from several 
Quakers, whereby I see they are pi'eparing War against me ; one was from 
W. Bakeshaw,.the same villain that pulled y' paper out of your hand last 
yearly meeting at Philadelphia. He said there was not a word of truth in the- 
Bomb, and he would answer it but none appeared. Mr. Kichol, Mr. Sharp 
and I preached in our turns^ proper sermons to warn y* people d their errors, 
and herewes ; so we kept ap y* Christian yearly meeting so happily begun by 
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you at PhiladelpMa. Mr. Nichols ^ves his service to you, he is indeed an 
ingenious man, and will prove in all appearance an able hand against Quaker- 
jam. I have promised to set him up with friends, goods, &c. ; we mean to go 
down to Chester and give him a broad side there if the Governour will give us 
leave. They are all out at Philadelphia as much about Government as ever 
they were about religion. There is Charter ^[ainst Commission and Major 
agiunst Governour. They have 2 sheriffe. Captain Fenny appointed by Governor 
Evans, and young John Budd by y" Major. Now the Grovernour proclaimed 
their proceedings null and void, but G. Jones told him it was not he nor his, 
neither that should take away their Charter ; so much for State affairs, you 
may hear all perhaps one of these days in Westminster Hall, meanwhile here's 
a Government divided against itself; God preserve his Church and let them 
that have the watch look out. There is a new meeting house, built for 
Andrews, and almost finished since you came away, which I am afraid will 
draw away great part of the Church, if there be not y° greatest care taken of 
it ; Mr. Rudman serves there some times, but chiefly at the Country Church 
(in Oxford near Frankfort) with good success ; but he has met with some dis- 
turbance from Edward Eaton, who has been very pevish and scandalous 
in words and vtritings, for which he was presented to y' Grand Jury, but 
it was hard to persuade them to find the Bill ; but what will come of it 
I know not. 

"Mr. Sharp and I have gone the rounds several times from Burlington to 
Araboy, to Hopwell, to Elizabeth Town, to Staten Island in our turns, with 
good success, God be blessed, in all places. He has gathered a Church him- 
self at Cheesquaks, where he preached several tames, and bapfJzed about forty 
persons. Now I am alone, for my Lord Cornbury has preferred him to 
■be Chaplain of Her Majesty's Fort and Forces at N, York. I saw his Com- 
mission signed this day in y° room of Mr. Mott who dyed about 3 months 
■ ago. I was loth to part with my good friend and companion in travel, but 
■considering how he had been disappointed at home, I would not hinder his 
preferment abroad, hoping tliat the good providence of God and y° venerable 
^Society will supply his place, 

" The Assembly sat at Burlington in September, but did nothing that my 
Lord desired them, so he dissolved them and called another therein October. 
Now I hear that Mr. Wheeler our good friend is chosen instead of Thomas 
Gai'dener. It seems their interest goes down thereabouts. Sam. Jennings 
complains that a man can't turn friend of truth now but he is ridiculed out of 
it. I hope the venerable Sodety will take Mr. Bradford's case into their consider- 
ation. It has cost me Ten pounds and more out of my Pocket to print aiyne 
small hooks to give away, where I could not stay that the Church might 
be served and the Printer employed, without setting forth those that are erro- 
neous. I know you will not forget y° Reverend Mr, James, who has been so 
zealous for y' service of y' Church, since you put him upon it. I count him 
as my father now you are gone, and indeed our Convocation had been at 
a Loss for a Foreman had not he supplied the place by his gravity and wis- 
dom. I have drawn another Bill upon Mr, Hodges, not knowing when 
I should have so good opportunity; besides I have been at more than ordi- 
nary charge ifor horses and deaths, for I never received any from England 
since .1 came out of iL As for that parcel that my Friend Mr. Gillingham 
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sent by Capt, Tnoifer, I can't hear what is become of it. My horae you know 
dyed at Burlington and y' Quakers recorded it as a judgment upon me. 
Ben. Wheat set it down in his Almanack, such a day of y" 1st niontJi, John 
Talbot's horse dyed, and Bamet Lane taled him into the river. But I was 
more sorry for the mare that you wore ao kind to giye me, for she dyed Wore 
I came over the Bay in Maryland, I hope y' venerahle Sodety will see good 
to take you into their number, for it may be of use to them to have one tiiere 
that has been here. I hope the Letter will come safe to your hand by Mr. 
Robert Owen minister of a church in Maryland who is a very honest Gentle- 
man, And indeed so are all the Missionarys in general, especially the English 
one Mr. More, the only countryman we have amongst us, a man according to 
tny own heart, I'm sorry he's to go so far off as y° Mohocks, God knows 
whether we shall see him again. 1 bad y° ^me call and had gone to the 
same place, but when I saw so many people of my own nation and tongue, I 
soon resolved by God's grace to seek them in y' first place, and if we cou!d 
not recover those that wei-e fallen, yet by God's help we may keep them out 
of y" pit of Quakers and Heveticks who have denyed y' Faith and are worse 
than Indians and Heathens who never knew it. 

" As for a Suffragan we are al! sensible of y' want we have of one, and 
pray God send us a man of peace, for otherwise he will do more harm than 
good, as proud, ambitious, covetous men used to do, troubling the State and 
perplexing the Church, and then they run away, and leave all in the lurch. 
I saw our honored friend, Coll. Nicholson, last month at Burlington, where he 
stiud a week or ten days, I was obliged to him every way, particularly for 
his friendly advic« in a case that was difficult to me at that time, but I shall 
not mention names because I am resolved, by God's grace, to take heed 
what I say of any man, whether good or bad, 

"Coll. Nicholson took Bills of Mr. .Bass for the money in hand, £"10, 
Pensylvania money, and gave it all to the Churches in these Proiinces, with. 
Bills of Exchange to make it up £100 sterling, besides what he subscribed to 
the Churches to be erected at Hopewell, Elizabeth Town, Amboy and Salem. 
We have made it appear that ho has exhibited to the Churches in these 
Provinces about £1000 : besides, what he has given to particular peraons and 
the poor would amount to some hundreds more, which we did not think fit 
to mention. He is a man of as much prudence, temperance, justice, and 
fortitude as any Governor in America, without disparagement to any, and of 
much more zeal for the house and service of God. I have seen four of them 
together at Church in BurUngton, but in the afternoon their place had been 
empty had it not been for the Honorable Governor Nicholson ; so that I can't 
but observe the example of his piety in the Church, is as rare as his bounty 
towards it; no wonder then that all that love the Church of England are 
fond of Governor Nicholson, who is a true son, or rather a nursing father, of 
her in America. I hope you will do him all the service you can at home 
whereby you will oblige all the Churches abroad. 

" Mr, Urquhart is well chosen for the people of Jamaica, and indeed I 
think none fitter than the Scotch Episcopal to deal with Whigs and Fanaticks 
of all sorls. Had not Stuttact been allowed to preach he had brought them 
all to the Church almost by this time ; but now they resort moat to a barn that 
is hard by, and will not pay Mr. Urquhart what is allowed by Law, though 



dbyGoogle 



E8 Protestant Episcopal Historical Collections. 

my Lord Covnbury lias given liia orders for it. Mr. John Lillingaton designs, 
H seems, to go for England nest year ; he seems to be the fittest person that 
America affords for the office of a suffragan, and several persons, both of the 
Laity and Clergy, have wished he were the man ; and if my Lord of London 
thought fit to authorize him, several of the Clergy both of this Province and of 
Maryland have said they would pay their tenths unto him, as my Lord of 
London's Vicegerent, whereby the Bishop of America might have as 
honorable provigion as some in Europe. Ah, Mr. Keith, I have wanted you 
but once, that is ever since jou went. I pray God supply your place with 
such another, who will pass through all Glovernraenta serving the Church, 
without giving offence unto the State. I hope, good Sir, you will excuse 
this long Letter. I had not time fo write a short one ; therefore, amicitia 
nostra, 1 desire that you would take all in good part that comes from 
" Your most iaithful friend 

" And humble servant, 

"John Talbot," 



[We next find Mr. Talbot in England, whither he had gone on business of 
the church, as his letters will explain.] 

Mr. Talbot to ilie Society foi- Propagating the Gospel. 

" London, March 14, 1706. 

" May it please the Bevcrend and 

Might Honorable Society Jbr Propagating the Gospel: 

" After I had travelled with Mr. G. Keith through nine or ten Provinces 
between IS'ew England and North Carolina, I took my leave of him in Mary- 
land. The Assembly then sitting offered me £100 sterling to go and 
Proselite their Indiana ; but my call was to beg^n at home, and to teach our 
own People first, whose Language we did understand; so I returned to 
Burlington to finish the Church which was happily begun there. Mr. Sharpe 
came to my assistance where I left him to supply that hopeful and infent 
Church, whilst I went to East Jersey for Amboy, Elizabeth Town, Wood- 
bridge and Staten-Island., This we did by turns about half a year till Mr. 
Mott dyed who was Chaplain of the Queen's Fort and Forces at New York. 
I was offered this place also, where I should have Board and Lodging and 
£130 per annum, paid weekly; but nothing could tempt me from the 
service of the Society who were pleased to adopt me into their service, before 
I had the honour "to kpow them. Mr. Sharpe was glad to embrace this 
ofier; so I ti'avelled alone, "deijig what good I could, till last Summer, I met 
with Mr. John Brook who brought me a letter from my Lord of London and 
orders to fix at Burlington, as I did till November last. There was a general 
meeting of the Misaionarys who resolved to address the Queen for a suffragan 
Bishop, that I should travel with it, and make known the requests of some of 
the Brethren abroad, whose case we had recommended formerly by Letter to 
the Venerable Society, but without success. . It will be four years next June 
d witli Mr, Keith, I was allowed ^60 per annum for three 
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Siars, but for the last I had nothing neither here nor there. I have no 
usinesE here, but to solicit for a Suffragan, Books and Ministers for the 
propf^ting the Gospel. Gfod has so blessed ray Labors and Travels abroad 
that 1 am ftilly resolved by his Grace to return, Ihe sooner the better, having 
done the Business that I came about; meanwhile my Living in Gloucester- 
shire is given away, but I have no reasoa to doubt of any Encouragement 
from this famous Society who have done more in four years for America than 
ever was done before ; and your Petitioner wil] «ver pray. God bless all osr 
Benefactors in Heaven and Earth, and reward them for ever, for ail ths Good 
tliey have done to tlie Church in general and in parljeular to 
" Your most immble servant and 
"Obedient Missionary, 

"John Talbot." 



Mr. Talbot to the Secretary. 

" London, April IGth, 1707. 
"HoMOEEn Sm; 

" I have received several letters from my friends in America 
who long for my return, which I was forward to do once and again, but Satan 
hindered me by raising !iea and slanders in my way. But I have cleared 
myself to all that have heard me, and I hope you will satisfy the Honorable 
Sodety that I am not the man towhwn that dark character did belong, Mr. 
Keith has known my doctrine and manner of life some years, what 1 have ven- 
tured, suffered and acted for the Gospel of Christ abroad and at home. I desire 
his letter may be read to the Honorable Board, and that they will be pleased 
to dispatch mo, the sooner the better, for the season is far spent, and the 
^bips are gouig out, and if I go at ail, I would go quietly. I know the 
wants of the poor people in America. They have need of me or else I 
should not venture my hfe to do that abroad which I could do more to my 
own advantage at home. I should be glad to see somebody sent to North 
Carohna. I hope the Planters' letters are not quite forgotten. 'Tis a sad 
thing to live in the wHderness hke the wild Indians without God in the 
world. 

"Your bumble Servant, 

"JoHH Taihoi" 



Mr, Talbot to the Secretary. 
[Wrillen aflet his return to Ameiiea.] 

" PhiladelphiK, aO(h August, 1708, 
"HoNORiBLs Sir: 

" I have written several letters to yoti from Boston and New 
York by Brothers Brookes and Mooi'e; but 1 am afraid thej are all lost 
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together ; they have been nice months gone, and we saw them cot since, noi" 
any newa of them. I met them at Boston and wouSd persuade them to 
return, hut all in vain ; they had been so dragooned that they had rather be 
taken into France than into the Fort at New York; I have carried on ever 
since at Burlington as well as I could, and I thank Gfod with success wherever 
I am ; but I cannot stay long at any place, because there are so many that 
want, certainly the present state of that province is worse than the first; we 
have lost our labour and the Society their cost, there being several Churches 
and no ministers in all East Jersey to supply them, so that they fall away 
" ' ' - ■ ■ jjjij Atheism, purely for lack of looking 
re much lamented, being the most pious 
'er the Honorable Society sent over ; let 
the adversaries say what they will they can prove no evil thing against these 
men. I have heard all sides and parties, what can be said pro or con. Mr. 
Honeyman is outed, Mr. NichoUa scouted into Maryland ; he bad come home 
had I not dissuaded him, and I could have hindered all the rest of these 
scandals and disorders but that we had no Bishop nor hopes of any ; you 
would not hear of it, therefore I said you must hear worse and worse stil!, if 
aught can be worse than that the bodies and souls of men are mined and undone, 
and the Bounty of the Sodcty lc«t, for lack of an overseer of the poor Church 
in America ; without which the Gospel cannot be planted, nor any good work 
propagated in the World. The Bible you sent to Hopewell I was willing to 
take to Burlington till more came over, because ours is worn out ; they that 
come I hope will bring Books with them. I shall write more particularly by 
the nest opportunity, God bless all our friends of the Honorable Society, 
remaining theirs and 

" Your humble servant, 

"John Tamot." 



Mr. Talbot to the Secretary. 

" Burlington, a4lh Augnal, llOS. 
"HoNOEAniE Sm: 

" It is now nine months ago since I parted with Mr. Brooks and 
Mr. Moore at Boston ; I sent tetters by them, but we are m\ieh afraid all are 
miscarried. I was always glad to aee them bat much surprised to meet them 
both there ; they told me what hardship they met with from the Governors of 
New York and Jersey, and how they escaped out of their hands ; 1 was for 
converting them back again, telling them the dangers of the sea and the 
enemy, but poor Thorogood* said he had rather be taken into Franee than 
into the Fort at New York ; and if they were sunk in the sea, they did not 
doubt but God would receive then), since they were peiBecated for righteous- 
ness, that is for Christ's sake and his Gospel, and doing their duty to the best of 
their knowledge. Truly as it was in the beginning so I find it in the end ; all 

* The Rev. Thorogood Moore ia uieaiit — En. 
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tbat will live Oodly in Christ Jeaus shall suffer persecution ; but i 
must answer for these things at home or abroad. If I could have given 
them any hopes of a Bishop or Suffragan to direct or protect them, I believe 
they would not have gone; nay, I would have hindred them; hut, alas! I 
had no such hopes myself: I came over to he as good as my word rather 
than on any encouragement to do any good ; meanwhile, I ara pure from the 
Blood of all men; ye ai'e my Witnesses that I pleaded with all my soul to 
send an overseer of this poor Church, but you would not hear; therefore is 
this evil come upon «s. I don't doubt but by God's mercy their souls are 
not miscarried, mey are in peace wheree'r they be I don't doubt; but we 
Christians in Jersey are most miserable; we have Churches now but no 
ministers to open them, and if the gate of Heaven be shut, the gates of Hell 
will soon prevail against us. 

"This comes to you in the bosom of Mr. Moore's which he gave me at 
Boston, which was the last that I had of him ; he is much lamented, as 
indeed they are both ; as for Thorowgood, I never knew his fellow of his age, 
nor ever shall again I fear; nothing can make this country amends for their 
loss but a good Bishop ; but alas 1 that is rara avis in terns, &e. I preached 
the Gospel at Marble-Head, where the people offered to subscribe some 
hundreds of pounds to build a Cliurch; but I have resolved to build no more 
Churches till tliere are more ministers to serve the Churches that are built. 
I preached at Stratford as I came along in Connecticut Colony, where was a 
numerous auditory, and Mr, Muirson had forty Communicants there the first 
time ever the Holy Sacrament was rightly administered ; and upon the 
Islands, Rhode Island, Long Island, and Staten Island, I preached till the 
Winter broke up, when I got to Amboy and Elizabeth Town, where had 
been nobody since Mr. Brook left them, who was an able and diligent 
Missioner as ever came over; I got home about our Lady day, where I was 
very welcome to all Christian people, but alas ! I could not stay, I am forced 
to turn Itinerant again, for the care of all the Churches from East to West 
Jersey is upon me ; what is the worst is that I can't confirm any nor have not 
a Deacon to help me. My Clerk is put in prison, and was taken from the 
Church on the Lord's day upon a civil action of meum and twum. I don't 
know how soon I may be seized so myself, but I bless God I fear no evil sO' 
long as I do none ; Exurgat deun dissipmittr inimic, &c. I hear there is 
another Governor coming for these provinces; people are sorry it is another 
Lord, for they say there never came a good one into tbrae parts. I may say 
of them as the Quakers did of me, ' Thee comest for money,' but I proved 
them Liars, for I have taken no money of them nor yet of othew since I 
came. I shall say no more on this point but refer all to Mr. Moore's letter, 
which I hope will have some weight with tlie Honorable Society, because 
they are the last words of their best Missioner when he was in prison for the 
Gospe! of Christ and for a good conscience. His humble proposal is that the 
Honorable Society would use their intei'est with the Queen that we might 
have men of morals for Governors, if not of Eeligion ; I say the same, and 
pray God direct them all for the best; so I desire your prayers for, 
"Sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 
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Mr. Talhot to the Secretary. 

" Burlinglon, 30th June, 1709. 
"Snt: 

"I received yonr long letter and find CertaTtien. est de lana 
CapHna. For your moderation, which is nothing in the world but a name 
which SL Paul never used in all his Epistles nor anything like it, but one 
where 'tis wrong translated ; it ehouid be let your gentleness be known to all 
men, which I am for as much as anybody, towards man and Beast too; bat if 
you mean Tnoderation in Seliffion, as one said here, * I don't care whether I go 
to Heaven or Hell." Gxwd sir pardon your servant in this thing, but let us 
not differ about words, but follow the things that are for peace, and things 
whereby we may plant the Gospel and edify the Church of God. I am very 
glad to find by the President's letter, that the members of the Honourable 
Society are convinced, that a head is necessary to ffie body, bat if he don't 
make haste he vrill come too late, for here is nothing established, but such a 
moderation to all that is good, and such a toleration of all that is evil, yea of 
the most damnable Heresies, which by the way is a damnable Toleration, and 
worse than the worst persecution that ever was in the world ; for that only 
destroyed men's bodies, but these deslroy body and soul in Hell for ever, 
which is damnable with a vengeance and will make the last State of poor 
America worse than the first, if not tjmely prevented. Is it not strange, that 
80 many islands should be inhabited with Protestants, so many provinces 
planted by them — so many hundred thousand souls bom and bred up here in 
America ; but of all the Kings, Princes and Governours, all the Bishops and 
Archbishops which have been since the Keformatiou, they never sent out any- 
body here to propagate the Gospel ? I say to propagate it by imparting some 
spintual gift by ordinatnon or confiriaalion. I thought the Society had setup 
to supply these wants, and to take off this horrible scandal from tlie Protestant 
Churches, but truly they would not hear of it till they had lost their best mis- 
sionaries (may lose all the rest for ought I know before it be legally obtained). 
What ! is there a law against the Gospel ! Let it be taken out of the way as 
Popish and Antichristian ; we can't Baptize anybody hardly now for want of 
God fathers and God mothers, for who will be bound where they are not hke 
to be dischai^d ! I can't get children here to ha catechised, for they are 
ashamed of anything that is good, for want of school masters to teach them 
better. There is one Mr. Humphreys come over with my Lord Lovelace, 
1 suppose not unknown to you by Mr. Congreve; he is a pretty sober young 
man and gradual* of Dublin gollege ; I have got him £20 subscribed, hut that 
is not enough for one that has a family. If the Societj please to add so 
much to it as they think fit, it will be as good a work as they can do. Mr. 
Evans hked him so well that he would have had him for a free school at Phil- 
adelphia, but that wanderer Mr. Ross, has got in there I believe by this time, 
for they would not be quiet till they got poor Mr. Chub to resign. I pity 
Mr. Jenkin's case, and I hope the Bociety will restore him, for he is young 
enough to move pity and to amend ; or if he cannot live there, let him be Iti- 
nerant in this province and I will help him what I can ; the churches in east 
Jersey are falling to the ground for lack of looking after, I can't go there above 
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once or twice a year to administer the Iloly Sacrament that tliey be not quite 
starved, tt had been better not to have put these poor people to the charge 
of building churches, than have nobody to supply them, I can't get ao much 
as a Roader here for any of them, and it were to save their aouls. You that 
Uve at home in ease and plenty, little do you know what they and we do bear 
and suffer here, and how many thousand aouls are legally lost whilst they at 
home are legally supplying them. Who will answer it to Jesus Christ who 
will require an account of us all, and that very speedily too, meanwhile He has 
charged all to take care of his flock not by constraint but willingly, not for 
filthy Lucre but of a ready mind ; then they who don't cars whether they go to 
Heaven or Hell will have no reward for that moderation, I find in your books 
that one Mr. Sergt. Hooke is willing to give the tenth of his Land to the 
Church at Hopewell ; pray let him send me a power and I will take care of 
it, and get him a purchaser for the rest. I have got possession of tlie bast 
house in America for aBishop'a seat; the Archbishop told me he would con- 
tribute towards it and so I hope will others; pray let me know your mind in 
this matter, as soon as may ba, for if they slip this opportunity, there is not 
such another to ba had. Our church here does flourish, God be praised, and 
the town too is much more populous than it was ; I hope we shall soon be 
out of Debt, meanwhile I take nothing of tJiem, there is my moderation ; 
besides I blesa God, I have kept the peace where nobody else did or could, 
and that is no sign of immoderation ; . now I have shown you my moderation 
by my works, pray show me yours that I may learn more how to approve 



IS I ought. 



" Yours Ac. 

"John 



"Pray for God's sake send us some books of all^sorta, especially Common 
Prayer books. 



Mr. Talbot to the Secretary, 

" Burliiigtan, 37tli September, 1709. 



"Sir: 



"Though I have sent you several letters of late, yet I can't 
omit so good an opportunity as this by Mr. Hamilton of giving my duty and 
service to the Honorable Society ; my comfort is I have always told them the 
truth both at home and abroad, though I was not bohevcd til! it was too late. 
"When I reflect on the progress of the Gospel (I will not say the Church for we 
never had it here, nor never shall till there comes over a propagator to plant 
and to build it up) a cloud of melancholy thoughts throngs upon me ; for when 
the Shepherds are smitten the sheep of the flock must need be scattered 
abroad. Mr. Moore, Mr. Brooks, Mr. Muirson, Mr. Eeedman, Mr, Jenkins, 
Mr, TJrquhart, all worthy men, dead in less than two years, and almost all the 
rest run away, as Black, Crawford, Nichols; Eosa is a wandering star, we do 
not know where he will fix ; meanwhile he does not well to supplant and under- 
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mine, let him be confined to some place where there is neec!, and not stay 
altogether in .the town to do more hurt than good ; there's Mr, Evans, Mr, 
Eoas, and Mr. Chub all at Philadelphia, and none else in tliat Province, wbere 
the Society have sent most ; at Cheater there's none, at Hew Castle none, at 
Appoqiiitnony none, at Dover hundred none, at the whorekilla none, and the 
people in all these places so abated of thdr zeal, that I'm sure it had been 
mncli better to have sent none at all, than none to supply the death and 
absence of these men. Here is not one come to supply the loss of these 10 
missionaries, and if there does come any what will they do but find great dis- 
couragements, and the last stat« of tlieir several places worse than the fimt; 
wherefore my advice is, with bumble submisMon to my superiors, to keep 
their money and ^ve us leave to come home, and send no more till they 
think fit to send a propagator of the Gospel ; for otherwise their planting 
the Gospel is like the Indians planting gunpowder, which can never take root, 
but is blown away by every wind. Poor brother Jenkins was baited to death 
with mnsquitoes, and hlood thirsty Gal-Knippers,* which would not let him rest 
night nor day, 'fill he got a fever at Appoquimony, came to Philadelphia, and 
died immediately of a Calenture ; my brother Evans and I buried him as well 
as wecould.it cost usabove^SO for, poor man ! he had nothing, being out of 
Quantum with the Society, and his bills protested. If you please to call 
to mind, I told the Society when I was there, that those places must beserved 
by Itinerants, and that it is hardly possible for anybody to abide there, that is 
not born there, 'till he is mnsijuito proof; those little things are a great plague 
in some parte, and when a man is persecuted in one ^ce he should have 
leave to go to another, or else, he baa very hard measure, especially in these 
parts where our life is a kind of Penance both winter and summer, and nobody 
can tell which is the worst, the extreme heat or cold, I hear Mr. Vaughan is 
arrived at Boston, but is not yet come into this province, he will have enough 
to do to supply Mr. Brook's charge at Elizabeth Town, Amboy, Piscataway, 
who have hfwl none since he left them; but I have done for them, may be 
once in a quarter or so ; somebody occasionally passing by that way, but poor 
Hopewell has built a Church and have bad nommister yet ; and be had need 
he a good one that comes after Mr, Moore ; there be many more in England 
but none so good as to come over and help us, that I can see or hear of. As 
for the account of what Indians we have converted, truly I never saw nor 
knew any that were Christians indeed ; but I know there are hundreds, yea 
thousands of our white folks, that are turned Infidels for want of looking afier. 
Let them that have the watch look out and see what they will answer ; for he 
that is higher than the highest regards, I have received nothing from 
the people in this province, uor will not till they he out of debt for building 
the church, I leave honest Mr. Hamilton to give you a farther account 
of our afi'airs, and how we do ; he has been one of our benefactors and given 
us £10, I hope when he returns, the Society will he so kind as to send 
UE some Common Prayer books which we very much want here and at Hope- 
well, Maidenhead, and everywhere, I pray God direct and prosper the 
designs of the sacred Society, that Religion and learning, piety and virtue,may 
be established among us for all generations : so I rest sir, 

" Your's &c "John Talbot, 

* Ganni-DipperB, a large apecies of muequito. 
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" I hope you will put the Society in mind of wliat we have often desired, 
a school master, for there is none in Town nor in a!] the province that is 
good ; and without, we can't instruct the children sm they ought fo be in the 
Caffichism, for they will not he brought to say it in the Church till they 
have been taught at school. " 



Messrs. Evans and Talbot to the Society, 

" Borlinglon, December 4lh, 1719. 
"EioHT Eevbkend and Right Hon. Sirs: 

"It is with tlie greatest aatisfection that we received from our 
brother Henderson the account of your zea!, care and diligence in relation to 
the Church at Jamaica ; your favourable reception of the memorial we 
agned with the rest of our brethren on that account will encourage us to use 
the utmost of our efforts for the interest of the Church, though for our reward 
here, we expect little other than what the effects of the malice and rage of 
the Church's enemies will afford ua. In these parts of the world the great 
enemy of mankind hath for many hundred years ruled with an uninter- 
nipted sway, and we ace senaible that he doth and will use all the means 
possible to hinder and discourage the Missionaries, whose business it is to 
promulgate the Gtospel, and by that means to deliver his Captives from the 
greatest slavery into the glorious liberty of the Sons of God. Our Great 
Master hath, in these parts, rsdsed us up some iwthful friends of all ranks 
who are zealously affected both to us and the work we are engaged in, and 
nothing now seems more wanting (o establish, the Church, in a flourishing 
state, ftian the residing of a Bishop amongst us in these parts ; which we are 
in hopes it will not be long before we are blessed with, since we a nf m d 
the Honorable Society have closed the bargain for the houa at th po nt nd 
directed the fitting it up for the reception of a Bishop. W y any 

accident should have altered so charitable and good a design and th lo you 
may imagine it was with no little concern that we beheld th dam d ne 
by fire, on one part of the house, since the closing of the b-u- n {th h 
before any possession was given to any person on account f th Soo ty). 
On the 23d October, in the afternoon, by the foulnesis of the chimney and 
carelessness of one Stiles, who kept possession for Mr. Tatham, the fire took on 
the top of the Roof, but by the industry and care of all sorts of people was 
extinguished with the loss of part of the Eoof of that part of the touse that 
lieth next the Town, and httle other damage. His Excellency the Governor, 
by his letter to Mr. Talbot of the 3d November, 1712, hath directed him to 
repair the house and make it habitable for a Bishop ; which since it could 
not be done this winter, as your Honours may see by the enclosed certificate, 
we thought it more advisable to acquaint tie Society thereof, as also our 
opinion that it would be less chargeable and more certain, if the Society 
would please to give order to some person in this Town to manage that work, 
and believe Mr, Secretary Bass hath already (without any directions) taken 
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care to provide some things necessary for the covering the House and fencing 
the Garden, &c, and whose aeal for the interests of the Church, and particu- 
larly for the coming over of a Bistop, we believe is not unknown to the 
Honorable Society, if his letters of the 22d May, 1711, with the enclosed 
papers, were communicated to tte Society. We herewith send the Honora- 
ble Society the carpenter's opinion about the repairs, and believe that the 
sending Glass, Sheet Lead, Nails, &c,, from England would be both better 
and cheaper than to purchase them here. We earnestly pray for 3 blessing 
on your pious endeavours for the Glory of God and good of his Church, and 
remain with all imaginable deference, 

"Eigbt Reverend and Eight Honorable, 
" Your most obedient and faithful 
" Humble Servants, 

" Evan Evans. 

"John Talbot." 



Mr. Talbot to'jhe Secretary 



"Sir: 



1, Octoljer 98lli, 1714. 



sent a letter by Mr, Evans, wherein I desired leave of the 
Honorable Society to come home. I have been long enough in these parts 
to see iniquity established by law, and that by Bomo of your own members, 
and what good can your Missionaries do ? I Have been sick a long time this 
fall with a burning fever, which made me so weak that I could scai-ca speak. 
1 could not preadi, nor read prayers, so the service of God ceased. In all 
this Province of West New Jersey there never was any minister of Christ's 
Church settled but myself. I have built three Churches since I came here, 
but have nobody to keep them, nor myself neither. We have had a very 
sickly time this year ; I have buried more than in ten years before ; and 
many Church people died that had nobody fo visit them when sick, nor bury 
them when dead. Let them that have the watch iook out, 'las ihty must 
give account ; I am clear of the blood of all men, abroad and at home, and 
30 I hope to keep myself. The Society were once npon a good resolution lo 
send Deacons to be School Masters; if they had done so to Burlington, to 
Bristol, to Hopewell, they might have kept the Church doors open, for they 
could read the Prayers and Homilies, Baptize and Catechize, they could visit 
the sick and bury fie dead ; bat now they must bury one another ; they have 
no where to go but to Quakers' meetings, which are as bad as Lidians' ; 
there's nothing but powawing and conjuring to rtuse a Devil they cannot lay 
again ; and now that this wickedness is established by law, what should we 
do here any longer! They do declare in the presence of God Almighty, 
they don't swear, call him to witness all they say \& no dore than yea or 
nay- 

" The Church at New Bristol, over against Burlington, was opened about 
St. James' day, and so called St. James' Church, by the Rev. Mr. Philips, 
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wLo pleached the tiiat sermon The Church was full of people from all 
parts, who were hberal contnbutors to it. I went now and then to preach 
there on 'Sundays iQ tlie afternoon before I was sick, but since that I have 
not been able, so the C!iiir<,ii hi'* been shut up, almost ever since it was 
opened Ihe Church at Hopcwoll has been built these ten or twelve years, 
and never had a minister settled there yet, though they have sent several 
PetitJoas and Addresses to the Society ; but I iioderstand since, tbat Hope- 
well, Madenhead, &c., were kept under tiie thumb for Cotf«n Mather and 
the rest of the New England Doctors to send their emissaries ; and those 
hirelings have often come there, and as often run away, because they were 
hirelings, and cared for no soub but ttemselvos. 

"As for the Church at New Bristol, it was firstjbegun by the zealous 
Thorowgood Moore, of pious memory ; and when he was taken away by this 
same cursed faction that is now rampant, I was unwilling any of his good 
works should fall to the ground, so I crossed the water at my own cost to serve 
those poor people, who lived in Darkness and the shadow of death, in the 
midst of Heathenism, Atheism, and Quakerism ; but it pleased God by our 
preaching the word in season and out of season, some came k> believe and 
were baptized, they and their children, and two of the Chief people there, 
Mr. John Rowland and Mr. Anthony Burton, were willing to undertake to 
build a Church, which since they have done, and I believe they will endow it 
too if they get a minister before they die. I gave them five pounds and a 
pnlpit of black walnut, which cost as much more, lo encourage them ; I 
promised to lay their case before the pious society, that they may take some 
care of them, that they be not a reproach to the heathenish Quakers, who 
are too apt to reflect upon us, 'where is your Priest, where is your Minister, 
and where is your Church, it may serve us for a meeting house,' &e. Pudet 
h<sc opprobria nobis did potuisse et non potmsse repelli. 

" But the History of the Church at Burlington, &e., has been so' much 
better done by Colonel Jeremiah Bass, Esq., Secretary of this Province, and 
transmitted home, by the hands of the Honorable General Nicholson, that I 
need say no more at present, but desire the prayers and blessing of the 
venerable Society for their 

"Most h\imble and faithful Missionary 
" And servant, 

"JouN Talbot." 



History of ihe Church at Burlington, New Jersey, by Jeremiah Bass, Esq., 
delivered by General Nicholson. 

[Mr. Basa was her Majesty's Secretary of the Province of Jersey.] 

SOLI DEO GLORIA. 

"After a long season of Ignorance, Superstition, and Idolatry had covered 
this Province, it pleased that Infinite Being whose goodness is over a!i hia 
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works, and who hath promised to give unto our Blessed Saviour, the Iinma- 
culat« Jesus, the Heathen for his inheritance, and the utmost parts of the 
Earth for his possession, to illnreiinate these Provinces with sonae Rays of his 
Glory and (loodness, by sending the glorious light of the Gospel amongst us. 
The first European inhabitants of this River "were the subjects of the Eing of 
Sweden, who in their first settlement in this River, brought with them the 
' Religion of their country, in which, to their comraendatiou, and the care of 
their Missionaries, they have yet continued ; few of them having at any 
lime from tbeir first Bettloiiient to this day, apostatized from their Christian 
i^th, to the eDvy of Quakerism. 

"The next InhaWtanta were the Dutch, who having taken the River from 
the Swedes, inti'oduced their Laws, Government, and Religion, which again 
suffered an alteration, by the coming in and conquest of these parts by the 
English, who in their first settlement of this Province, seemed to mind more 
the business of their Trade and Plantation, than that great concern of their 
souls. There being in the Western Division, no settled Society or Congrega- 
tion of any of the Church, or any Dissenters, except Quakers ; and although 
some Reverend Divines, as they occasionally passed tiirough this Province, 
preached the Gospel and administered the ordinance of Baptasra to some few 
persons, and by that means sowed the seeds of the Gospel, that have since 
sprung up around us, and excited the desires of some of the inhabitants to 
make a more diligent enquiry into the true way of worshipping God, and 
had in some measure taken off those prejudices that most of the inhabitants 
laboured under, by education, example and reading the Books and hearing 
the discourses of such as had misrepresented both the Doctiine and DisctpUne 
of the Church of England ; yet we cannot properly begin any History of the 
Church but from the arrival of the Reverend Mr. Edward Portloek, who at 
the desire of several of the Proprietors of the Eastern Division of this 
Province, came over, ordained by the Right Reverend Henry, Lord Bishop of 
London, to take tlie care and cure of aoula, as rector of a Church, to be 
built at Perth-Amboy, the metropolis of the Eastern Divisoo of this Province, 
who arrived in this Province, and made his application to the Governor, for 

the Proprietor, in the year ; who with the consent and approbation of 

the Agents, for the Proprietors, called the Council of Proprietors, set apart 
one of the Houses (that had been formerly built at the charge of the general 
Proprietors) for the peculiar service and worship of God, according to the 
Laws of England, which House, by the Contribution of several pious and 
well-disposed persons, was soon covered, and glazed, and fitted with seats and 
a Pulpit, and Mr. Portloek put into possession of the same, {which by the 
way is the only Church they have to this day at Perth-Amboy) ; in the 
interim, Mr. Portloek preached sometimes at the Governor's House, some- 
times at a House belonging to Mr, Doekaray of London, merchant, sometimes 
in the neighbouring Towns of Woodbridge, Hscataway, Elizabeth Town, and 
when the Governor's business called him into the Western Division, accompa- 
nied hira to Burlington, where the Public Town House was allotted him for 
that service. This good work was at the same time carried on by tlie Rev. 
Mr. Vesey, in the Eastern Division, and the Rev. Mr. Clayton, Minister of 
Christ Church, Philadelphia. These beginnings of Light, which through the 
' •; of God were not unsuccessfril, and the division that at this time 



dbyGoogle 



Keilh and Talbot. 69 

happened amongst the people called Quakers, by Mr. George Keith's 
opposing sonw of their principal errors, occasioned several pious and well 
disposed Christians to think of erecting a place in Burlington, peculiarly 
dedicated and set apart for the service and worship of God, according to the 
usage of the beat of Churches, the Church of England ; who were herein 
much encouraged and assisted by the pious discourses and sermons of the 
Rev. Mr. Evan Evans, Rector of Christ Church iti Philadelphia, who 
frequently came over into this Province, preached and bapljzed both Infants 
and Adult persons, and the Eev. Mr. John TaSbot, our worthy Minister, a 
Missionary of the Honorable Society for the propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts ; this good work was very much forwarded by the generous 
contribution of his !^ceUency Francis Nicholson, Esq., then Governor of 
Virginia, who we must own to be our first and best Benefactor, and indeed 
he gave life and motion to the whole work, by a generous contribution of 
near £60, to he lad out towards that service ; and since, I have the just 
occasion to mention that worthy patron of our Churches {in whose commen- 
dation on this score too much can hardly be said). I may be therefore bold 
in affirming, that no Church in these parts hath wanted assistance towards 
its foundation, reparation, or beautifying but hath on application tasted of his 
bounty ; no Missionaries or Ministers, that have had the happiness of his 
acqutuntance, have parted from him without some mark of his favour; nor 
no devout and pious member, in any exigency or distress, has apphed to him 
for relief or support in vain. On this encouragement, and the assistance of 
some considerable benefactions of £50, from the members of the Church at 
Philadelphia; £I2 10s. from the Rev. Mr. Myles at Boston, and the 
courteous care and diligence of Mr. Robert Wheeiev, of Burlington, 
merchant, Nnce deceased, {who has sometimes been in advance above £150, 
out of his own pocket), and the contributions of several other persons, who 
though not particularly mentioned, will be rewarded by Him, who has 
promised a reward for a Cup of Cold Water, given to a Disciple, in the name 
of a Disciple. 

"The Church of 8t Mary in Burlington, in the Western Division of the 
Province- of New Jersey, lad the foundation stone laid by the Rev. John 
Talbot, Missionary from the Honorable Society for propagating the Gospel, on 
the 25th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1703 ; being a day sacred 
to the memory of the Annunciation of the Conception of our Blessed 
Saviour to the Virgin Mary, which gave name to the Church. This 
beginning was carried on with that Industry and Diligence, cliiefiy by the 
said Mr. Wheeler, that it was inclosed, covered, ceiled, and glazed, and the 
Holy Sacrament administered therein, by the Eev. Mr. John Talbot, on 
Whitsunday, the 4th of June, 1104; the Divine Service having been read 
and Sermons preached in the said Church ever since the 22d of August, in 
the preceding year, 1703. Thus the work of Giod and bis Church was 
carried on amongst us, with great alacrity. The Burying ground purchased 
for the Church, containing in all about three acres, being well fenced in, and 
Pews and Seats in the Church, the members began to think it convenient to 
form themselves into a r^lar Society, according to the Law and Customs of 
England, and therefore addressed themselves by Petition to his Excellency, 
Edward, Lord Cornbury, {since Earl of Clarendon), Her Majesty's Governor 
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of this Province, and a real friend of our Clmrcli, wlio on the 4th October, 

1704, granted his Warrant for a Patent to Incorporate them, under his Privy 
Seal, with all requisite and necessary powers for their encouragement and 
support. The Church thus settled, under the care of the Bev. Mr. John 
Talbot, through the Blessing of God, on his ministry, grew and increased so 
that we had subscriptions made, and the foundation laid, for a Church at 
Hopewell, in the upper part of the County of Burlington, which hath been 
since finished, which was for some time supplied by the Rev. Mr, May, but is 
now without any minister. We had anothei' begun at Salem, which by some 
unhappy accidenfa, hath been since discontinued, though not without some 
hopes of being revived, when it shall please God to send some one amongst 
ua, that caretS for the welfare, and seeketh the good of the Churches ; to 
both of which Churches we find his Excellency, Colonel Nicholson, one of 
the first and chiefest Benefactors ; and here I cannot omit mentioning the 
Honorable Colonel Cox, then one of Her Majesty's Council for this Province, 
who was one of the first subscribers to our Church at Burlington, and has 
given the like assistance to that at Hopewell, together with the assurance of 
settling 200 acres of Land, out of the nighest and most convenient part of 
his Land, contiguous to the said Church, for a glebe for the Minister, when- 
ever it shall please God a missionaiy be sent over, to tate care of that 
Church, or aooner if it be desired. I might also mention the Churches of 
Chester, New Castle, Dover Eiver, Apoquimony, Oxford, and Bristol, that 
about the time, were either begun or finished ; but designing to confine 
myself to Buriington only, I purposely omit any particulars of them. Our 
Reverend Minister's affairs calling him for England, in the year of our Lord 

1705, he appointed the Rev. Mr. Thorowgood Moore to serve the Church in 
his room, a person of morals, exemplary meekness, piety and charity. Our 
Vestry thought it their duty, by the Rev. Mr. Talbot, to send home Addresses 
to Her Majesty, and a Letter of Thanks to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Bishop of London, and the Honorable the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel, which are too large to be inserted in this Essay. Our Church 
for some time found no considerable alterations by the absence of our worthy 
Rector ; but that enemy of our happiness, who had been many times hereto- 
fore sowing the seeds of Divi^on and Dissension amongst us, (which through 
the care and prudence of our Rector, were not suffered to grow and inci'case) 
took advantage of his absence, and stirred up such a flame, that had almost 
broken ua to pieces, and occasioned the unhappy removal both of Mr. Moore 
and the Rev. Mr. Brooks, Rector of the Church in Elizabeth Town, (erectod 
chiefly by the care and diligence of Colonel Richard Townly, who has given 
the ground it stands on, and a place for a Burying Ground,) who have not 
been heard of since their departure from Marble-Head, iu the year 1707. 
But I willingly pass over this subject, too sad to be insisted on, charitably 
hoping that all who were any ways the unhappy authors of it, have since 
blotted out their sins by repentance, and I have good cause to believe that 
had we been so happy, to have enjoyed an Ecclesiastical Governor, to have 
dispensed the censures of the Church, and to have determined differences, 
that will sometimes unavoidably occur, betwixt Ministers and Members, and 
betwixt Ministers and the People, this miacliief had been prevented or cured ; 
it is no wonder if our Communicants grew remiss and slack in their duty, if 
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too many fell away in sCHndaloiis sins of schism, if error and heresy increased, 
if scandals were both taken and given (as there were in this case), when the 
Ecclesiastieal sword was wanting, to punish evil-doers, fe resist the unruly, to 
reduce the erring, and to cut off the obstinate and heretics. By this unhappy 
absence of our Rector, who was then in England, and of Mr. Moore who was 

gjne from us, the number of oor Communicanfs, and the Interest of our 
hurch sensibly decreased, but began again to revive on the return of our 
Reverend Eector in the year 1'708, who acquainted us that he had presented 
our bumble Address to Her Majesty, and the other Letters that we sent ; and 
that Her Majesty had been graciously pleased t« give us Lead, and Glass, 
and Pulpit Cloth, and Allav Cloth, and a Silver Chalice, and Salver for fie 
Communion Table, and a Brocade Altar Cloth ; and that she had also sent 
Lead, and Glass, and Pulpit Cloths, and Altai' Clotbs for the Churches of 
Hopewell and Salem, which we received by the hands of the Honorable Col. 
Eobert Quarry. He also brought us an Embossed Silver Chalice and Patten, 
the gift of Madam Catharine Eovey, of Hacksley ; for all which our Vestry 
returned their thanks by Addresses and Letters of the 6th of November, 
1708. 

" His Excellency, the Lord Cornbury, being succeeded in the Government of 
thia Province, by His Excellency the Lord Lovelace, whose Commissiou was 
published the 20th of December, 1708, all things relating to the Church here, 
continued much at a stand, His Excellency never coming so far as Burlington, 
nor as I know of, having ever been at Church in this Province, whilst he 
enjoyed that Government. By the death of that Nobleman, in the year 1709, 
the Government devolved upon Colonel Eichard Ingoldsby, then Lieutenant 
Governor of the Provinces of New Jersey and New York, under whose admin- 
istration, our Vestry (that by some unaccountable neglect, had omitted 
to pass the charf«r designed for us, by the Earl of Clarendon) got it now 
passed, under the Broad Seal of this Province, whereby they became incorpo- 
rated by the name of the Minister, Church-Wardens, and Vestry, of the 
Church of St Mary in Burlington ; which was enrolled in the Secretary's 
Office, the 35th of January 1709. By this Charter, the Rev. Mr. John 
Talbot, Rector, Mr. Robert Wheeler, and Mr. Geoi^ Mills, Church-Wardens, 
and Col. Daniel Cox, Lieut CoL Huddy, Alexander Griffith, Her Majesty's 
Attorney General, Jeremiah Baas, Her Majesty's Secretary of this Province, 
and sundry others, were appointed, constituted and made a Body Corporate 
and Politic, in deed and in name, to have Community and succession perpe- 
tual, with powers to purchase, take and receive Lands, &c., in fee and perpe- 
tuity, not exceeding £300 sterling per annum, with power to sue and be sued, 
implead and be impleaded, to make and use a Common Seal, and tlie same, 
to alter at their discretion, to choose New Church-Wardens and Vestrymen, 
as there shall be occasion, with many other powers and immonities, too large 
to be here inserted, from which time tie members of the Corporation met 
together, and transacted all affeirs, relating to the Church, under that seal and 
titie. And here I cannot forget mentioning the Donation of 250 Acres 
of Land given to this Church, the last Will of Thomas Leicester, deceased, 
■which by this Chailer, we were enabled to receive. We had nothing hap- 
pened of any great note to us, till the year l7ll ; and some time in April in 
that year, the Church received the gift of a large silver Beaker, with a cover, 
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well engraved, being the present of the Honourable Colonel Eobert Quarry, 
for the use of the CommunioTi ; in the same month the minister, Church- 
Wardena, and Vestry, having received advice from the Rev. Mr. Evan Evans, 
Rector of Christ Church, in Philadelphia, and from the Veatry there, that their 
Assembly had passed an. act directing affirmation, to such, who for conscience 
sake, cannot take an oath, together with a copy of the said act, and duly con- 
sidering with themselves, the pernicious tendency of s«ch pi'oceedings to Eeli- 
gion in General, and to the best of Chutchea, the Church of England in par- 
ticular, they thought it their duty to ^ve aa public a testimony as they could, 
of their just deteatation and abhorrence of such prindplea and practices, and 
in order, thereto, at their mating, on the 4th of April, 1711, they caused the 
following Resolves to be entered on their minutes : 

" ' Resolved that the said act is contrary to, and destructive of the Religious 
and Civil Liberty of Her Majesty's subjects, and contrary ki the Laws of 
Great Britain. 

"'Resolved that an addresa be drawn up to her Majesty against giving her 
Royal Assent to the said act. 

" ' Ordered that the Rev. Mr. John Talbot, the Honourable Col. Daniel Cox, 
Alexander GrifSth, Esq., Her Majesty's Attorney-General, and Mr. Secretary 
Bass, do draw up the said address.' 

" According to these Resolves, an Address was drawn, signed and sent home 
to Her Majesty, together with others, to the Right Rev. Henry, Lord Bishop 
of London, the Right Honourable, the Elarl of Clarendon, &c^ which had that 
good effect at home that Her Majesty waapleased by her order in Council to 
declare her disapprobation of that act. The gentiemen of this church, were 
rather induced to this, in that they had just cause to fear that the same ene- 
mies of our Church that had, with so much cunning and artifice, obtained 
that act, in tlie neighbouring Province, would be restiess in their endeavors to 
obtain the same in this Province ; and indeed the party of the same sort 
of men, having got themselves chosen Representatives of the People, in 
this Province, in conjunction with some others, who in this too much betrayed 
the interests of the Church, had at the Sessions of the Assembly, in this Pro- 
vince, in December, January, and February, 1710, obtained a Bill, to pass the 
House of Representatives, entitled an act for ascertaining the qualifications of 
Jurors, and enabling the Quakers to serve on them, and to enjoy places of 
profit and trust, within this Province ; which was by the majority of the 
Council, rejected at the second reading ; who in this, as well as in many other 
instances, showed their zeal and fidelity to the Church, and its interest here in 
this Province. 

" The Church, all this while, had laboured under the burden of a Debt, 
contracted by several of its members, towards the building and finishing the 
same, which occasioned a now subscription to be made, which, not answering 
to a sufficient sum to pay the Debt, we find the same worthy member, Ool. 
Coxe, by the Donation of £25, set us dear of that incumbrance we were 
uneasy under, 

" Our Church now began to have thoughts of providing something in this 
Town like a Glebe, for the Rector of our Church, for the time being, but 
were almost discouraged by our paucity and poverty ; but Divine Providence, 
that never faileth those that confide in it, afforded us an unexpected supply. 
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by means wholly uathought of by us. Tbe Rev. Dr. Frampton, late Bisbop 
of Gloucester, having, by his last Will and Testament, left £100 sterling 
towards propagating 5ie Gospel in America, at the sole appointment of the 
Right Eev. Henry, Lord Bishop of London, that Worthy and Reverend 
Prelate, at the inetance and desire of Madam Cathaiine Bovey, of Hackaley, 
in the county of Gloucester, our worthy Benefactress, by a proper Instrument, 
in April, before he died, directed the money to be paid into her hands, for 
purchasing somewhat in America, that may be perpetual to the Church of St. 
Mary's inTSurlington ; to which she is pleased in her Letter to promise an 
additioa of her own to complete the purchase. This sum is appropriated 
towards the payment of the purchase money, for a convenient House, 
Orchard, and about Six Aci-es of Land, adjoining to the Church, in the town 
of Burlington, to the use of the Rector of the said Church, for the time 
being, for ever ; and since I am mentioning these small Benefactors, towards 
the Church here, I should be justly charged with ingratitude and inad- 
vertency, if I had not remembered that act of generosity in the Right 
Honorable the Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, who 
Lave not only constantly supported our Reverend Minister with a salary of 
£60 pec annum, but have, at the expense of £600 sterling, purchased the 
House formerly built, and belon^ng to Mr. Tatham, with fifteen Acres of 
Land, and twelve Acres of Meadow, for the use of a Bishop, when it shall 
please God to send one hither, and have since repaired the same, at very 
great additional expense. 

" The same General Assembly that had not sat since the 16th of July, 
1^11, after many repeated prorogations, at last mot his Excellency, Colonel 
Robert Hunter, Governor of this Province, on the 8th of December, 1713, 
and continued their Session till the l7th of March following, in which 
amongst other acts, having passed an Act, ' That the Solemn Affirmalaon and 
Declaration of the People, called Quakers, shall be accepted and taken 
instead of an Oath in the usual form, and for quali^ing and enabling tiie 
said people to serve as Jurors, and to execute any office or place of trust 
or profit within this Province," the Minister, Church-Wardens, and Vestry, 
on a due consideration of the danger the Church is in, by the increase of 
Atheism, Deism, Socinianism, Quakerism, and a new set of people that seem 
to bo a compendium of all the ancient Heresies, known by the name of Free- 
Thinkers, and perceiving this Act of Assembly to give too great encourage- 
ment to these Enemies of our Church, thought it their duty to use their 
strenuous endeavours to obviate those apparent mischiefs ; and, therefore, in 
an humble manner, made a new application to Her Royal Majesty, (who is 
not only Titular, but mdeed the Defender of the Church) lo prevent the 
giving her Royal Assent to so mischievous an Act ; and at the same time 
addressed the Honourable Society for the propagation of the Gospel, for their 
countenance and assistance, to all which they are in hopes of a gracious 
answer. By this Act, the professed enemies of the Church, being made 
capable to be admitted into all offices and places of profit and trust, it is 
easy to perceive how hazardous it is for any of the inends of the Church to 
appear in its defence, or to adventure to put a stop to this foment of evil, by 
the most regular methods of addressing against it ; since some persons, not 
contented vrith Uberty of consdenee, are so fond of licentioianess in Govem- 
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ment, tliat they will leave no stone unturned to obtain their darling Idol. 
It was for this end that by false suggestions and calumnies, several of the 
friends and favorites of the interest of the Church, Gentlemen of some of the 
best estates in the Province, were, to our very great grief, removed from being 
of her Majesty's Council and their places filled with others, that liave been 
made fiivorable to their designs and interests ; but it is time now to put a 
period to this Essay, it being sometimes more dangerous to assert Truth than 
to justify Error. In a word, since the first beginnings of any Established 
Oburcb in this Province, we may truly say, that the Church never was in 
more danger, by Enemies from without, and false Brethren, pretended 
Friends amongst us, and never had so few in public station to appear in her 
defence. 

I have only to add iu obedience to your Excellency's commands, the 
methods in which, your Excellency may be most servicealbe to the Church; 
your long acquaintance with the interest of the Church in these parts of the 
world, during youc Excellency's Administration of the Government, of the 
Provinces of Maryland, Virginia, •fee, as it makes you a very good judge of 
all propositions, made for that end, so it might have been a very good reason 
for me to avoid any such attempt, lest I should too much expose my own 
weakness ; but since your Exceflency is pleased to declare that you expect 
this service from me, I hope my obedience will apologize for my feulls. I 
cannot but think the sending over a Bishop amongst us, to be of absolute 
necessity, and without which, all other attempts and methods to render the 
Church flourishing in these parts will be fruitless. Without government, no 
society or number of men can long be cemouted, much less iloufisb and 
increase; without the censures of 3ie Church are duly and impartially 
administered how shall either virtue be encour^ed, or vice in all its forms 
detected and punished ? The authors or perpetrators of some crimes may be 
too great for Uie Civil government to take hold of in these parts of the world, 
that might soon be corrected by the Ecclesiastical Giovernor; we need such 
an Bkiclesiastical Governor that dare reprove and censure any that infringe the 
just Laws and Constitution of the Church ; let us have such a Bishop as 
St. Ambrose, and we shall soon have such Governors as Tbeodosius, 

I would also humbly propose that no persons be admitted info the Legisla- 
ture or Executive Power of Government, but such as are in the Communion 
of the Church, if it be practicable ; if in some places, this is not practicable, 
let them be such at least aa are under the sacred tie and obligation of an 
oath ; and, that our youth may not be tainted with erroneous principles, in 
their fender years, that no schools be permitted for the Education of youth, 
but such as are Licensed by the Governor's Instructions, that none be 
licensed but such as have a Certificate of tiielr Sufficiency, Ability, and 
Sobriety, from the Minister and Chui'ch- Wardens of the place, where they 
last resided, or if no Minister thereof, fom' of the soberest and most substantial 
Inhabitants, That all endeavours be used for a legal, regular, and honorable 
support of an orthodox Clergy. 

That no Laws be passed by the Governor and Council, that in any way 
intrench on the rights and liberties of the Church ; oi if any such inadvertency 
should be passed, that they lie of no force, until they have received Her 
Majesty's Eoyal approbation ; that the Laws that enjoin all peraons to frequent 
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some public place of Worship every Lord's day, and all Laws for suppressing 
of Immorality and profeneneaa be duly and impartially executed. 

" That all the Clergy be encoiirt^ed to put all the Ecclesiastic Laws and 
Canons that relate to scandalous offenders, into execution, without any respect 
of persons whatsoever. 

" All whicli are hereby submitted to your Exeelleney'a judgment by him 
who is, Your Excellency's most affectionate and very humble servant, 

" J. Bass." 



Bngadier Hunler to the Commissioners of Trade and Plantations. 

r Hunler, Governor of New York, dated theiu the 



" Mr, Talbot baa incorporated the Jacobites in the Jersey, under the name 
of a Church, in order to sanctify hia Sedition and Insolence to the Govern- 
ment 

" I." the Society take not more care for the future, than baa been taken 
hitherto, in the choice of their Missionaries, instead of establishing Religion, 
they'll destroy all Government and good c 



The Secretary to Mr. Talbot. 

August S3d, 1715. 
"Ebveuend Sm: 

" I ivrot« to you on the 7th of April, in answer to yours 
of the 28th of October last, which will come by the Rev. Mr. Walker, but 
because possibly this may come to your hands before hia arrival, I have 
enclosed a copy thereof. I am ordered to acijuaint you that at a meeting of 
the Society, the first of Jidy laat, the Eight Ileverend, the Lord Bishop of 
London, laid before them an Extract of a Letter, communicated to him by 
fie Lord Commiasionera of Trade and Plantations, which was sent to them 
from Brigadier Hunter, Governor of New York, containing a complaint 
against you, with respect to your behaviour in those parts. The Society 
considered the same, and thereupon ordered a Copy of the said Extract, 
shonld be sent you, that you may have an opportunity of giving your answer 
to that charge, a Copy of which Extract is likewise here inclosed. I have 
nothing more in charge to communiate to you at present, 

" I am, Ac., 

" W. Taylob," 
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The Church- Wardens, tl:c., of Burlington to the Honourable Society. 

BurUngton, 28lh, 1715. 

" EioHT Reverend and Eight HoNORiBtE : 

"We cannot but adore flat 
Divine Providence that has raised up so illuBtrioua a Society, to be the 
propagators and defenders of the best of Churches, in these darlt comers of 
the world, where the membera are so frequently exposed to the malice and 
cage of those who are declared enemies, both to her doctrine and disdpline. 
We acknowledge with the highest degree of gratitude, the sensible effects of 
your favour and protection, which we have already received, and hope we 
shall, by the grace of God, be enabled so to carry ourselves, in this trouble- 
some age, that no calumnies of our enemies, may anyways lessen your 
opinion of us ; we have had the happiness, at your expense, of being educated 
under the care of a truly Pious and Apostolic Person, the Reverend Mr, 
Talbot, the fervour and excellencies of whose discourses, and the piety of 
whose life are the best recommendations of the religion be professes, in now 
better than this 12 years, that he hath had not only the care of us, but on all 
emergent occasions, that of all the neighbouring Churches, hath lain on him, 
and in. all that time, we are bound to assert, that we never heard either in his 
public discourses or private conversaljon, anything that might l«nd towards 
encouraging sedition, or anyways insolencing the government ; it was there- 
fore with the greatest surprise imaginable, that we read the following clause 
of a letter from Brigadier Hunter to the Board of Trade and Plantation, 
dated the 9th of April, 1715, by the iUght Eeverend, the Bishop of London, 
communicated to your Reverend and Honourable Sodety, in these words, 
'Mr. Talbofc has incorporated the Jacobites in the Jerseys, under the name of 
a Church, in order to sanctify bis sediUon and insolence to the government ; 
if the Society take not more care for the future, than has been taken hitherto, 
in the choice of their Missionaries, instead of Establishing religion, they will 
destroy all government and good manners.' What could induce this gentle- 
man to endeavour to fix so barbarous, so calumnious, so very false, and 
groundless a scandal, is to us altogether unaccountable, to which we think 
the shortest answer that can be given, is that of Neheraiah to Sanballat, 
' there are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of 
thine own heart" 

" The Church at Burlington, itigbt Reverend and Right Honourable, is the 
only Church that we know of, incorporated in the Jerseys, which was begun, 
by that steady protector of our Churches here, the Eai'l of Clarendon, wheu 
he was her late Majesty's Governor of this province, and finished tinder the 
administration of Colonel Richard Ingoldsby, and we are therefore, more 
particularly concerned, to answer to this charge. Our Minister, the Reverend 
Mr. Talbot, having undertaken his own defence against what the Governor 
hath charged him with, we shall say no more, than what we have said, on 
this account." 
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Mr. Talhot to the Secretary. 

" Butlingloii, November 1st, 1715. 
"Sik: 

"First I am bound to render thanks to tte Eight Rev. and 
Bright Honourable Society, for sending honest Mr. Walker, to my assistance ; 1 
hope he will answer the good character given of him on all hands ; I have 
offered bim my house at BuvUngton, and all my interest is at his service. 

" TIext, I am obUged to the Sodety, for ^ving me leave to answer for my- 
self, touching the reflections east upon me by Brigadier Hunter. To be an 
accuser is bad, to be a lalae accuser is woi'se, but a felse accuser of the bre- 
thren is literally a Devil ; I malte no difference, for I call God to witness, 
I know no soul, in the Church of BurUngton, nor in any other Church I 
have planted, but ia well affected to the Pi'otestant Church of England and 
present Government in the house of Hanover; therefore he that accused 
ua all for Jacobites, has the greater sin. I can compai'e it to nothing more- 
or less, than Doeg, the Edomite, who stabbed the Priesfa' character, and 
then cut all their throats ; or Haman, the Agagite, who slandered all tie 
Jews as Jacobites who did not observe the King's Laws; so they were- 
appointed aa sheep to the slaughter; but God delivered them, and so, I hope- 
he will do MS, fi-om the hand of the Enemy. The Honourable Colonel Bass,, 
our Chief-Church- Warden, as diligent and iaithful a servant of the Church- 
and Crown as any, has been beUed out of his Secretary's Office, and fined, and- 
confined in the Common Gaol, for nothing but defending the Royal Law 
of King George, against an idol of the heathenish Quakers. Mr. Alexander 
Griffiths died heart-broken, being falsely accused and abused aa a disaffected' 
person to the Government ; he died at Amboy ; poor Mr. Ellis, the school- 
master, is very much discouraged in his business by a Quaker school-master 
being set up, in opposition to his license ; he has made his complaints oft, 
not without cause, but without effect ; he is a very sober, honest young gen- 
tleman, and deserves better encouragement. I wish the Society would' take 
some better care of Burlington House ; as for Govemour Hunter, he does not 
come here once in three years, and as soon as he gets his money, spends 
it all at New York ; so that we have only the burden, not the benefit, 
of Government; therefore we have the greater need of a Chorepiscopus, 
a Rural Bishop or Suifragan, to impart some spiritu^ Gift, without which,, 
there never was, or can be any being, or well-being of a Church. This is the 
burden of all onr lamentations, and so it will be, till it is answered ; the 
sooner the better, Cum bono deo. So desiring prayers of the sacred Society,. 
I remain, 

" Your humble servant, 

"John Talbot."' 
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Mr. Talbot to the Secretary. 



"Sir: 



" Burlington, 1716. 



" I liave not had the favour of a lettet, tiiougb I liave sent 
several since Mr. Walker arrived. I have put him into the Church at 
Burlington, and into a house, which out of my poverty, I have prepared for 
the service of the Church, for ever, and for the use of the missionaries, for the 
time being, from the Honourable Sodety, if I die in the service, and be not 
forced to sell it again for pure necessaries. 

" I hear that one of my bills was ordered to he by for a half year. I wish I 
bad known the reason of it, that I might have answered by the bearer, the 
Honourable Colonel Cose, who comes nome with another gentleman of the 
Veatty of the Church at Burlington, to clear that Church from the slanders 
that Colonel Hunter has raised against us, only because we were Christians, 
and could not serve God and Mammon, Christ and Belial, &c 

" I don't know any thing that I have done, contrary to my duty, either in 
Church or State ; but if it be resolved that no Englishman shall be in Mission 
or Commission, apud Americanos., I don't know what we have done, that 
we should all give place to Scotch-Irish ; but I am content to suffer with Good 
Company,/CTTe y«iw« iortem patiuntur om7ies,7tentorecuset. I suffer all tilings 
for the elect's sake, the poor church of God, here, in the Wilderness. There 
is none to guide her, among all the sons that she has brought forth, nor 
is there any that takes her by the hand of all the sons that she has brought 
up. When the Apostles heard that Sammia had received the word of God, 
immediately they sent out two of the chief, Pet«r and John, to lay their 
hands on them, and pray that they might receive the Holy Ghost ; they did 
not stay for a seoulai' design of salary ; and when the Apostles heard that the 
word of God was preached at Antioch, presently they sent out Paul and Bar- 
nabas, that they should go as far as Antioch, to confirm the Disciples, and so 
the Churches were established in the faith, and increased in number daily ; 
and when Paul did hut dream that a man of Macedonia called him, he 
set siul all so fast, and went over himself to help them ; but we have been 
here these twenty years, calhng till our hearts ache, and ye own 'tis the 
call and the cause of God, and yet ye have not heard, or have not answered, 
and it is sdl one. 

" I must say this, if the Society don't do more in a short time, than they 
have, in a long, they will, I fear, 'lose their honour and character too; I don't 
pretend to prophesy, but you know how>they said the kingdom of God shall 
be taken from them, and ^ven to a nation that will bring forth the fruits of 
it. God give us all the grace to do the things that belong to out peace, so 
God bless you all, 

" And yours, 

" John Talbot. 

" Tou may imagine what you please of the Irish missionaries, but I am sure 
we have lost Mr. Brook and Thoroughgood Moore, two English-men, that 
were worth all the Teagues that over came over," 
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Mr. Talbot to the Secretary. {Extract^ 

" BurlingtoQ, S^tamber 17lli, 1717. 
"Sra; 

"1 received an Order fiDm tie Society, to look after some 
Lands Jjelougiiig to the House at Burlington, together witli Mr. Vesey,but he 
is not yet come tiis way, so I shall say nothing to that point at present, 
"because it is but an acre or two, and tliat is safe enougli. 

"The Quakers would taye got that, as they have all the rest of the mea- 
dow Lands belonging to the Bishop's House, and divided them amon^t 



" Sir: 



Mr. Talhot to the Secretary. 

"Burlington, May 3d, 1718. 



I used to wnte to yom now and then, though I seldom 
liave the fevoui of an answer, or not to the point. All your missionaiies 
liereaboTits, are going to Maryland, for the sake of themselves, their wives and 
■children ; for my part, I cannot desert my poor Flock, that I iave gathered, 
nor will I, if I have neither Money, Credit nor Tobacco, But if I had known, 
as much as I do now, that the Society were not able, for their parte, to send 
Bishop, Priest, nor Deacon, no Lecturer nor Catechist, no hinter, nor holder- 
forth, I would never have put the good people in these parts to the 
charge and trouble of building Churches ; (nay, now they must be stalk, or 
stables for QujJsers hoi'ses, when diey come from market or meeting) as 
I sMd before, but some people will not believe till it is too late. Dr. Evans 
himself is gone to Maryland, for he says nobody will serve the Church 
for nought, as I do ; for ray part, I cannot blame the People in these parts, 
for they do what they are able, and no body can desire. more, rich or poor, 
for those that do them any .good. My Duty to the .Honourable Society. 
" I am your meet humble servant, 

"Sobs Taiboi." 

[It would seem that not long after the date of this letter, Mr, Talbot again 
visited England, and obtained the interest on Archbishop TeniBon's legacy to 
a^he oldest American missionaiy.J 



'Gopij <if Order for Mr. Talbot's receiving the Interest ttf the late 
Archbiakop Tenisoti^s £1000. 

" Upon the humble petition of John Talbot, Clerk, this day preferred to 
tbe Eight Honourable, the Lord High Chancellor of Great Briton, thereby 
setting forth that Dr. Thomas Tenison, late Archbishop of Canterbury, did by 
Codii^ to his Will, bequeath £1000 towards settlement of Bishops in Ame~ 
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riea; and until such lawful appointmeiits of Bishops, did dii-ect that the 
interest should be applied to the benefit <rf such missionaries, being EngUsh- 
men of the province of Canterbmy, as have taken tcue pains in the respective 
plana committed by the Sodety to theh care in the foreign plantations, and 
have been by unavoidable accidents, sickness, or other infirmities of the body, 
or old age, disabled from the performance of their duties in the said places, 
and forced to return to England ; and that upon the hearing of this Cause, it 
was among other things ordered that the £1000 should be placed out at 
interest, on sttch Government or other security as Mr. Bennet, by whom 
the account of the Testator's personal Estate was directed to be taken, should 
approve of, and tie interest taereof is to be applied according to the directions 
of the Testator's Will, until one month after the appointment and consecra- 
tion of two Bishops, and that the said John Talbot, who was formerly Eector 
of Freefhorn, in the County and Diocese of Gloucester and province of Can- 
terbury, hath been in the service of the said Society for the propagation 
of the Cfospei in foreign parts, as their Missionary in tiie foreign plantations, 
neat 18 years, during which time he hath taken true pains in the dbcharge of 
his holy fwnction, in the several places committed to his care by the said 
Society, and by his zeal and exemplaiy life, and convei'sation, hath done great 
service to the Church in America, and therefore is qualified to receive the 
intei-est of the said £lo6o, as by the certificate of the smd Corporation, under 
their Common Seal, hereunto annexed, may appear, and that there having no 
Bishops been yet appointed in America, and the smd John Talbot being the 
only missionary that is an Englishman, and of the province of Canterbury, 
hath been so long, and behaved himself so well, in the said service, as by the 
smd certificate appears, the said John Talbot, by the direction of the said 
Society, apphed himself to the said Mr. Bennet, for the said interest, who 
apprehends he cannot pay the same without the direction of this Court, and 
thereupon the said John Talbot, on the 22d April 1721, applied himself 
to your Lordship, that the sMd Mr. Bennet might pay such interest as was 
then due to him, which was ordered accordingly, and that the said Mr. Ben- 
net, pursuant to the said Order, did pay unto the said John Talbot, all 
the interest then received, and the said John Talbot hath apphed to the stud 
Mr. Bemiet for what interest has been received since, who apprehends he can- 
not pay the same, without your Lordship's further directions : Therefore, and 
inasmuch as there is no otlier person entitled to receive any part of the said 
interest, it is prayed, that the said Mr. Bennet may be ordered to pay such 
Interest as is now due to the said John Talbot, or, as he shall appoint, which 
is ordered accordingly, whereof notice is forthwith to be ^ven. 

" Kio. Pmob, Depui. Eeg." 



Mr. Talbot to the Secretary. 

" Burlington, November 27. 
" Sir : 

" I and Mr. Skinner arrived safe, in six weeks at Philadel- 
phia, never better weather, nor so good a Passage, as the Captain said (who 
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was s, Quaker) ; they and the sailors used to say, they had no luck when 
the Priests were on Board, but now they are both prettily convinced, and 
finally converted, to say no more. All sorts and conditions of men, women 
and children were glad to see us return, for they had given me over. I was 
yesterday at New Bristol, in Pensylvania, to call the people to Church, but 
they had almost lost the way ; it was so overgi'own with Bushes, they coidd 
hardly find the Church, having bad nothing to do there, for two years and a 
hal£ Since I came away the Church there has suffered very much, but the 
Bishop's house here at the point, is in the worst condition of all ; 'tis made 
nothing but a baudy-house, a sheep's cote and play-house ; the boys have 
broken the windows from the top to bottom ; they break the doors, steal 
the leads and iron bars, they puU down the pales, and cut the Cedar posts, 
they steal the fiTiit, and break the Trees ; 'tis in vtun to repair it any more, 
unless some family be put in to guard it, I think. I have a house of my own 
just by the Church, tcaA I would not Hve in the point House, if tJxey would 
give it to me, but I am loath to see it fall down, as the Coach House and 
stables have already ; and what will they do for the meadoire, they will be lost 
if not clamed speedily, the witnesses wifi be dead that know where the Lands 
he ; if the Society think fit to send any Orders about these things, I hope 
Ibey will come before it is too late ; I thought it my duty to lay these things 
before the Honorable Body, and hope you will I'ead it to the Committee and 
So«ety,tliat something may be done, before the whole House drops through ; 
this is the last time of inking, so I crave your prayers and remain 
" Your most obedient servant, 

"John Talbot. 

"P, S. — The Society had better never have bought this House, for some 
Gentleman or another, such as Colonel Cox, would have done very well with 
it, but since they have bought, and can't sell it again for the worth, they had 
better make a Free School or a College ; it is very well contiived for that 
purpose. Several of Mr. Skinner's scholars at Philadelphia are fit for the 
Academy, but here is no place to send them to; they can't afford to send 
their children to Europe for Education ; sailing is now too dangerous and 
troublesome and chai'geable, something of a College must be had here, 
the sooner the better. " J. T." 



Mr. Talbot to the Secretary. 

" Burlinglon, 20th September, 1733. 
"Rev. Sir; 

" I have more work to do now than I had before, and I have 
no assistant ; they are both gone, and have left me and the Church in 
the lurch. I have fifteen miles to travel from the Capes of Delaware to 
the HjHs and Mountmns in East Jersey, and none to help me but Mr. Lidenius, 
a Swedish minister, and he is going away. I have been this month at Tren- 
ton, at Hopewell,' and Amwell, preaching and baptiang nineteen persoiw 
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in one day. I visited several peraons that were sick, who had been Quakers, 
and who were come off their errors, with Mr. George Keith ; thoy were 
80 years of age, and Lad never received the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper in all their hves, but were loth to die, without the benefit and corn- 
fort of it ; so I was iain to come back again to Burhngton, to get the Ele- 
ments, then returned to the Mountains, and did administer to their great 
satisfaction. They are preparing to build a Church in the Spring, but when 
they will have a minister I cannot tell ; but it is a solemn thing (as they say 
in New England) for the lost sheep to go astray in the Wilderness ; to 
be among Wolves is worse, but for sheep to be without a shepherd, is the 
most deplorable case of all ; meanwhile it is some comfort to see the Bishop's 
house at Burhngton, in repairs again ; it is as well flniihed and furnished, 
as over I saw it. The Govemour of New York is coming to I'esido here 
for a month or two. We have got an honest Churchman, as wo suppose, 
to five there and keep it in good order, now it ia so, by care and order 
of Colonel Coxe ; if the account comes not by this ship, " Old Annise," it will 
by the next this M, in Captain Eichmond. I have set up one Mr. Seark, a 
schoolmaster, to read prayers, and preach on Sundays, at Springfield ; I lent 
him some sermons of Drs, Tillotson and Eeveridge ; several Quakers came to 
hear him, and are much taken with him ; they say they never thought the 
Priests had so much Good Doctrine. I am sure he is a much better Clerk 
than Mr. H' — ~-n, saving his orders, therefore I commend him to the Society 
for their encouragement ; and hope they will count him worthy to be a half- 
pay officer in their service. I pray God bless all our benefactors, and pros- 
per all the labouiB of all their honest missioners, especially 
" Your ifcc. 

"John Talbot." 



Mr. Talbot to the Secretary, 

" Burlington, Tbria 7th, !724. 
"Rw. Sm: 

" 1 have been here altogether this last half-year; I preach 
once on Sunday morn, and Catechize or Homiliae in the afternoon. I read 
the prayers of the Church, in the Church, decently, according to the order of 
Morning and Evening Prayer, dtuly through the yeai', and that is more than 
is done in any Church that I know, a,pud Americanos. I bought a house 
and two or three lots of land, adjoining to the Church-yard, and since I came 
over last, I have settled by deed, upon St. Mary's Chui'eh at Burhngton, a 
parsonage and glebe ; though there was neither Church, house, nor glebe, 
before I came, I hope there wiD be one now, for ever. I design to send the 
Society some account of the pailiculars of this in my next ; and this is more 
than any body has done before, that I know, of my own proper cost and 
chai^ ; so that I have been a good husband, to do ihis of my poverty, for I 
have no salary fi'om the people. I had formerly £20 per annum, when there 
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was money, but now, here ja neitlier money, credit, nor tobacco, nothing but 
a httle papei' coin, that is nothing but sorey rt^, and we can hardly get 
them to pay tiie Clerk £10, that is allowed him by the year. We are 
amoBgst a, set of people called Quakers, who have denied the feith, and are 
worse than infidels ; they serve no God but Mammon, and their own Bellies, 
and it is against their conscience to let the piirat have anything, either by 
Law or Gospel. I have commonly the Sacrament administered once a 
month, and at the great feasts two or three days together; the number of 
Communicants is uncertain, 20, 30, 40, or 50 persons. 

"There is no pai'ochial hbrary yet, for I never had any, from the Society, 
but I design to leave mine, and Mr. Thon^od Moore's, when I die, to that 
use ; meanwhile we want Common Prayer Books very much. If it ple^e 
the Honourable Society, instead of £6, in small tracts, to let that money be 
laid out in Common Prayer Books, they would be of great use to the people 
in all parts, who can't get them here for love or money. Those small tracts 
were but of small use, for they kud up and did no good, and not being 
bound, they soon perish in the using, for it costs more to bind books here, 
than to buy them in Britain. I snail say but one thing more at present, 
which I omitted when I was in England, for my money was short, or else I 
would have got some Bells, which we want here very much ; I don't mean a 
Ring of Bern in a Steeple, for idle fellows to make a vain jangling, but 
one good bell in the Church, that the people may know when to come 
together to worship God. I pray for you all, as I hope you do for 
" Your most Humble Servant, 

" JoHK Talbot." 



Mr. Talbot to tlie Bishop of London. 

" Burlington, July ad, 1793. 

" May it PiiEASk youb Lordship : 

"I understand by letters from some friends in England, 
that I am discharged the Society for Exercising Acts of Jurisdiction over my 
Brethren, the Missionaries, tfec. lliis is very strange to me, for I knew 
nothing about it, nor any body else, in all the world. I could disprove it by 
1,000 witnesses, but since there is one come home in the Richmond, Mrs. 
Alexander, relict of the Comptroller in Philadelphia, &c. (she has been many 
years a member of Christ Church), she can give your Lordship the best 
account of the present state. As for myself, I diall not turn accuser of the 
Brethren, but this I will say, those that came last are not better than their 
fathers, and some of them have given occasion to a proverb of reproach, and 
been told to their fiices, ' The I^vil would have the Bishop of London for 
ordMning such feDows as you.' 

" This I take to be the most unpardonable sin, the iniquity of Eh's house, 
which the Lord Baid should not be puiged with sacrifice nor offeiing for ever, 
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because his sons made themselves yile, and he resti'ained them not : But, my 
Loi'd, let them he who they will, or what they will, to their own Master they 
stand or fall, I have nothing fo do with them, nor ever had, nor ever 
will. I am deal- of the blood of all men, and will so keep myself. Let 
them that have the watch look out : as your Lordship has done m© the 
wrong, so I hope you will do me the right, upon better information, to let me 
be in statu quo, — for indeed I have suffered great wrong, for no offence or 
feult at all, that T know o^ a long, long penance I have done, for crimes, 
alas ! to me unknown, but God has been with me, and made all things 
work tj^ther for my good ; meanwhile I hope your Lordship will hear 
the right, and do nothing rashly, but upon your authority, for the edifi- 
cation and not for the destruction of this poor Church apud Amerieanos, 
which has many adversaries, and none to help her. But this |;ood Lady, 
Mrs. Alexander, if your Lordship please to give her audience, will give the 
best infonnation, and answer all objections that can be alleged against 
" Your most humble 

" And faithful servant, 

"J. Talbot." 



Mr. Talbot to the Secretory. 

" Bnrli 
) Sir: 



!i, July 8lh, 1735. 



" Yours received March, ult., that I am out of Quantum, 
with the Society, and also a Bill, protested since that, payable to Mr. 
Graham, of £30, value received. I heard nothing of this before our Lady 
Day last past, therefore I have drawn a bill for three quaj-teis' salary, for so 
long I was actually in their service at my proper cost and charge, in propa- 
gating the Gospel, and this is as much due to me, as any I have from them. 
Sir, I deai'e the favour of yourself to lay the case before the Honourable 
Board, and when they consider the thing, as it is, they will please to pay that 
Bill to my worthy Friend, Mr. Thomas Forey, for I never knew any board 
discard their officers but they paid them, for the time being, in their service, 
and knew nothing of tbeir will and pleasure to the conti'aiy. I remain, your 
most humble and obliged servant, 

"John Talbot," 
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" Shbweth ; 

"That the melancholy circumstance of the Church oi 
England in these Colonies, ia a subject, we hope, worthy, not only your 
compassion, but tender regard, having not above one Minister to seven or eight 
Churches or Congregations, and we bemoan our case, when we behold so . 
many Churches, lately built, lie aa desolate aroimd us, convincing alignments 
of our aifection for the Church, and of our gi'eat misfortune in being 
destitute of pastors. When at the same time we daily see Dissenters of all 
denominations, continually supplied, and increase, through this, our mis- 
fortune, and upbraid us with this defect. It is, therefore, with the utmost 
concern, we express our unhappiness, when we view our drcumstancea rather 
decline than flourish. In particular, that Mr. Talbot, who for nigh thirty 
year's past, has behaved himself with indefatigable pains, and good success in 
his Ministiy, among as, under yonr Honour's cai-e, has by some late conduct 
(nowise privy to us), rendered himself disagreeable to his superiors and 
departed from us. We cannot, without violence to the principles of our 
Religion, approve of any acts, or ^ve into any measures inconsistent with 
our duty and Loyalty to his Majesty, whom God long preserve ; yet in 
gratitude to this unhappy Gentleman, we humbly beg leave to say, that by 
his exemplary Ufe and ministry, he has been the gi'catcst advocate for the 
Church of Eiigland, by Law Established, that ever appeared on this shore. 
This unhappy accident, together with the death and removal of some other 
clergymen fiwm us, has very much increased the cause of our complaint, and 
we have no other recouree but to your Honours for relief. Having ivell- 
grouuded hopes, the same good spirit which prompted you to undert^e the 
glorious work of propagating the Gospel in foreign parts will continue yom- 
pious regards to these Colonies, and the rather, since so many stately monu- 
ments are erected for God's service, testifying our sincere willingness to 
embrace your charitable a^istance, and to answer the glorious ends you have 

"Therefore, your petitioners most humbly beg your Honourable Society 
will please to extend your wonted charity and necessary supply to the 
several Churches and Congregations, of which particular accounts are hereto 
annexed. 

" And your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, 
" Shall ever pray," &c 



Christ Church, Philadelphi 

SAMUBr. Ha SELL, 

Robert Bolton, 

Thomas Lawbebcb, Charies Read, '^ 

Tjiomas Fehton, Benjamin Wokgan, ' 

James Tutiiill, Thomas Tbessb, j pt ■/ j f i ■ 

Thomas Leech, James Bingham, J ^ 



Churchwardens. 

Vestrymen, 
i- Christ Church, 
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Thomas Polgrefin, Thomas Chase, "Wiiliam Eraser, Eohert Asheton, 
Geoige Pliimly, Arthur OUver, Daniel Hanison, John Brooks, Henry Dexter, 
John Orton, John Knowles, George Meall, E, Asheton. 

St. James' Church in New Bristol. 

Joiiw Abraham Dbkohmandie, i 

F. Gaddouett, > Churchwardens, 

John Allen, J 

St. Mary's Church at Burlington. 

Rowland Ellis, ] rii i j 
, T 1- Churchwardens. 

Jonathan Love'it, | 

Peter Bard, Samuel Bustill, Richard Allison, James Gould, John 

Dagworthy, F. Ow^ James Trent, Jacob Baillergeau, Edwaid R. Price, 

William Cutler, Thomas Fosgate, James Thompson, Aothony Elton, Simon 

Nightingale, Thomas Skeene, Thomas Hunloke, George Willis. 



The Churchwardens of Burlington to the Governor. 

" November 4lh, 1795. 
" Since your Excellency has been pleased to order, that the Eev. Mr, 
Talbot shotild surcease officiating in this Church, it heartily grieves me to see 
the doors thereof daily shut up ; but we humbly beg leave to acknowledge 
your Excellency's fevoiir, and repeated wilhngness to assist and join with vs. 
in this ^air. The hurry of country business, that would not admit of our 
members to meet together, prevented our addressing your Excellency sooner, 
but we crave leave to acquaint your Excellency, that as it is our unhappiness 
to be without a Minister, we humbly hope for your Excellency's favourable 
countenance and good offices to obtain what is so expedient and necessary 
for the interest of our Holy Religion and the best of Churches, of which we 
acknowledge ourselves unworthy members, 
" We ai'e, &o., 

" EowLABD Ellis, and others." 

Thus far Mr. Talbot has been permitted to illustrate his own character, by 
his letters. The reader, however, will, we trust, not be unwiUing to tjrace him 
to the end of his career; and particularly to be informed of hU connec- 
tion with the Episcopate in the Colonies, derived from the non-Jurors. At 
the request of the PubUshing Committee, therefore, one of their number has 
prepared the following paper on that subject; and with it conclude our 
memoriaU of Mr. Talbot. 
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NON-JUHING EPISCOPATE 
UNITED STATES, 

EEVEREH"!) B. FRANKLIN. 



Part of the documentary evidence of the existence of Bishops in America 
having non-Juring ordera, previous to the Eevolution, ia contained in the 
preceding letters. Upon referi'ing to the letters written to the Secretary of 
the Society for the Propf^tion of the Gospel, hy the Kev. John Talbot, 
antei'ior to his visit to England, a.d. 1718, it will be observed that he 
pleads with untiring perseverance, and almost pathetic emTiestneas, for a 
Bishop to be sent k» Apierica. It will also be oteevved that at one time he 
had such hopes of seeing a Bishop here, that he purchased a residence 
for one by direction of the Venerable Society, at Burlington, N, J. He 
waited for years in vmn. The hopes of the Sodety were dissipated. Mr. 
Talbot seems to have despdred of obtaining the Episcopacy from the Esta- 
blished Church, and during his absence, aa above, the residence purchased for 
a Bishop went to decay, 

Mr. Talbot had been chat^d falsely, as it appears, with Jacobinism, even 
previous to a.d. 1713. This charge might have suggested to him the 
idea of obtMning the Episcopacy from the Jacobin Bishops of England, It is 
certain that he went to England about a,d. 1718, and returned late in the 
autumn a j). 1722. "We have a letter from him to the Secretary of the Society 



d by Google 



8S P ot tint I'jmi.j I n atoned C /kctmns. 

for the Prop\,atjoii of the G -sppl dated November 27th of that year, 
which announces his safe letum In this Mtn ind in all that succeed 
it not eveu a request appear that a Bishop he sent ti America, a Eoatter 
whchMr Tilbot nevpr befure om tted ^tienuMslj- to uige 

It was during this visit that Mr, Talbot received the interest on A.rch- 
lashop Tennison'a bequest 

Mr. Talbot, while in England at this time, made the acquaintance of 
the Eev. Dr. Robert Welton, who had been deprived of the reetorahip 
of St Mary's, Whitechapel, London, for his attachment to the non-Jurors. 
At this time also occurred the first division in the ranks of the non-Jm'ora 
themselves. Some adhered to the English Liturgy, as it was in the days 
of James II., while others wished to introduce what became known as the 
" Usages^ They were four, namely, mixing Water with the Wine, Prayer 
for the Dead, the Prayer for the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Sllements, and the Ohlafory Prayer,* 

The pai'ty which rejected the "Usages," consecrated Ralph Taylor a 
Bishop in the yeai- 1720. Mr, Perceval, in his book on the Apostohc 
Succession, states that in the year 1722 Ralph Taylor consecrated Robert 
Welton a Bishop, and then Taylor and Welton together consecrated John 
Talbot. 

Lathbnry, in narrating the history of division among the non-Jurors, 

" Being once divided, other minor sepai'ations or subdivisions soon fol- 
lowed. Thus in 1723-4,f Robert Welton was consecrated a Bishop by 
Ralph Taylor, who, contrary to the Canons of the Church, took upon 
himself to act in his individual capacity. Wo precedent could be pleaded 
for such a pi-oceeding, which must, therefore, be regarded as an innova- 
tion ou the practice of the Universal Church from the Apostolic age. 
Talbot also was consecrated by Taylor and Welton, These consecrations, 
therefore, were viewed as ii-r^^lar and uncanonicaL It appears that Tay- 
lor [Talbot] and Welton were never rec<^ised as Bishops by tlie rest of the 
body; yet both exercised the Episcopal functions in the American Colo- 
nies. The Govemiaent, at the desire of the Bishop of London, at length 
interposed, when Welton retired fo Poi-tugal, where he died in 1726, and 
Taylor [Talbot] returned to the Communion of the National Church." 

This paragraph has been quoted in full from Lathbury, though it 
contsuns some errors which the following documents will show. It con- 

• Latlibnry*8 ICatotj' ottha Non-Jurore, pp. 259, 493-494. 
t A mistake of 'a year probably. 
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firms, if it does not merely repeat, the statement of actual consecration 
wtich appears in Pereeval's work. 

Dr. Welfon and Mi-. Talbot undoubtedly came to Ameiica soon after 
their consecration, and labored in the cities and vicinities of Philadelphia 
and Burlington. 

The Documents which prove this are given below, with the exception 
of those which appear in the previous part of the volume. 



Letter from an JJnknoim, Person to Br Bray. 

■■ Cecil County in Maryland, July 29lh, 1724. 

"Eev, Sih : 

" In a former I have acquainted you with my treatment at 
Philadelphia, how villainously and barbarously I was supplanted by Mi'. Tal- 
bot, who has been yeare at Bui'liiigton in the Jerseys, some time Itinerant 
with George Keith, and very femoua for his disaffection to the Crown. Kver, 
since the revolution he and one Smith a rigid took some pains to 

jjersuade me not to pray for the King and Royal Family, but fo say as they 
did, only the King and Prince ('tis obvious whom they mean) and since 
I was not to be wrought on, I was by their contrivance very unhandsomely 
kickt out, and in order fo proselyte that province he, the said Talbot, supplyed 
die place till some honest hearts addres^ the Gtovemour, and he ordered the 
Church doors to be shut up, but now set open again to your late neighbour 
Dr. Welton, who I hear is lately arrived there. If more such come of that 
kidney a!i the clergy both in and out of the Grovernment will be corrupted, 
and the people all seduced from their allegiance to his Majesty — there will be 
no need of popish priests and Jesuits any longer — they who should oppose 
and resist will effectually carry on and promoto the Romish designs, I can't 
but wonder how my Lord Chancellor was induced to let Talbot when last in 
England have the interest of the late Archbishop Cant his l^acy towards 
sending a Bishop over into America, with assurance of having it for the 
future till one be appointed, I am now settled here in an e^y parish well 
disposed people. I have a fine glebe and between 80 and 40,000 lbs. worth 
of tobacco yearly ; but I fear f shall receive none this yeai', that and com 
all being burnt up with the csccssn c drought I im with all humble respects, 

"Rev. Sir, Your, &e." 



The above letter was undoubtedly written by the Eev. John Urmston, 
as will appear ft'om its correspondence with the following letter by that 
clergyman, to the Secretary of the Venerable Society. Though Mr. Urm- 
ston uses harsh language, he does not appear to have been able fo specify 
agMnst Mr. Talbot any other charge than that of Jacobinism. The charge 
of supplanting is at least open to a difference erf opinion, particularly 
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as the first pait of the letter show* thit Mr Uim'itoii''. labjrt. were pro 
bably nrt \eiy acceptable, inaamuih. la he came to Amenci oftpr^iinly 
seeking emjlo^ment m England, and m tils countij also ivindpied about 
seeking einployment for a long time la vaiD It is tboti^ht best to give 
the lettPF in fuU Though the hrst thud of it does n t beu upon the 
evidence of uon Junng Episcopacy m the Amencan ( olomea it wiU be 
seen thrt tht, lemdindei contiiiis almost positiie teatimony to the fact 



" Cecil County in Maryland, Juneull. 1724. 

" Rev. Sib : 

" You may remember that I once had a mind to have gone 
with the V>. of Portland ; you were pleased fo offer roe that letter to a French 
Marquis who went with his Grace. I thought my Lord I>. of Kington who 
married the other's sister might be more effectual. He spake to his brother 
and bis answer was that be should take no more into his iamily and yet soon 
ttfter entertained Chatles Lamb. This was one of tbe many disappointments 
I met with whilst in England last. I was rude in not acquainting you with 
my departiue, but believe yon will be so good as to pardon that and many 
other liberties particularly this long seroU which with humble respects will 
give you a further account of my unfortunate circumstances which I the 
rather communicate to you knowing you to be no half papist, as too many 
of the elei^ now-a-days are. 

" You're to be acquainted that I went fi'om London to 'New England, 
where I had some hopes of staying but was prevented by the New Converts, 
one whereof had the offer if he would go to England and be ordained, and 
forthwith did, and is now minister of the New Episcopal Church in Boston, 
the only man that could be thought of; he'll do more good there than any 
other. I left the place very contentedly, and went from New York, where I 
narrowly missed of being Chaplain to the Fort and assistant to Mr. Vesey. 
Hearing that the Incumbent of Philadelphia was gone fo England for his 
he^th, and left the place ill-supplyed, I hastened thither, and was gladly 
received of the people. About six months after, we had the news of the death 
of the Incumbent aforesaid. I bad written fo my .correspondent to get some 
friend to intercede with my then Lord of London to appoint me minister there. 
I never doubted of my friend's diligence nor hia Lordship's fevour, but my 
lettera from England must certainly have been intercepted. Mr. Talbot, the 
femous Rector of Burlington, in the Jeraeys, supplanted me here.* Governor 
Burnet had been long displeased with him by reason he is a notorious 
Jacobite, and will not pray for the King and Royal Family by name, only 
says the King and Prince, by which 'tis obvious whom he means. He hath 
often endeavoured to pei'suade me to do so too (little less than tre^on, I 

* The counter Btatement to this wil! be seea in another part of this rolume, in a letter 
of Talbot, dated at Philadelphia, 9tb December, 1733, in the part immediately following 
the blank, which blank, as the coincidence of dales provea, should contain the name oi 
the Rev. John Urniston. 
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thiiik, to go about to pervert the King's subjects from tboir duty and allegi- 
ance to his Majesty). He hath poisoned all the neighbouring clergy with his 
rebellioiis principles; they dare not pray otherwise than he does when he is 
present. He caused many of my hearere to leave the Cliurch ; at last he 
gdned his point, was accepted, and I kicked out very dirtily by the Veatiy, 
who pretend that the Bishop of London is no Diocesan, nor hath anything to 
do there more than another Bishop, so that any one that is lawfully ordained 
and licenced by any Bishop, it matters not who, the Bishop of Eome I 
suppose Talbot and many more will say, or any other, is capable of taking 
upon him any cure Jn America. I was not sony for my removal from so 
precarious and slavish a place, where they require two seiinons every Iiord's 
Day, Prayers all the week, and Homilies on FestivalB, besides abundance of 
Funerals, Christenings at home, and sick to be visited ; no settled salary, the 
Churchwai'dens go from house to house eveiy six months, every one ^ves what 
he pleases, sometimes liberally, and on the least pretence or dislike, or it may 
be the persuasion of the Churchwardens and their adherents, they'll give 
nothing, and so they forced that worthy gentleman, Dr. Evans, and many 
others to leave the places ; they love new mces. I was told that they had 
eleven ministers within the space of nine yeara. About three months after 
Talbot was gotten into his kingdom some had the courage to go to Sir 
William Keith, who otherwise was well enough pleased wiUi Talbot, and to 
tell his Esoellency that it was a shame such a fellow should be allowed to 
officiate in the Church, and that if his Excellency suffered him they would 
write to England against them both, whereupon Talbot was sent away, and 
the place hath been vacant these four months. "What has become of this 
great Apostle I know not ; certainly Governor Burnet will not suffer him to 
return to Burlini^n. Some of his confidants have discovered that he is 
in* orders, aa many more rebels are.f I have heard of no ordinar 

tions he has made as yet, but doubtless he'll persuade ail the clergy who are 
his creatures to be ordained agiun by him. To this end he came fi'aught 
from England with some of the most virulent and scandalous pamphlets he 
could pick up ; that one I met with by chance, whose title was, ' The Cmo 
Truly Stated,' proving that all ordained by Bishops consecrated since or 
such as conformed and approved of tlie revolution ai'e impostei's, and the 
divine service is only to be performed by those who have been re-ordained by 
non-jurors, and that there are enough of them all over England to serve the 
Churoh. Prok mores atque Kominum jidem ! 

" As oldest Missionary he received the three years' interest of tlie £2000 
the late Archbishop of Oantei'bury his legacy towards the support of 
a Bishop in the plantations, and is entitled to the same until a Bishop be 
appointed. My Lord Chancellor did not know the man, or certainly he 
would never have admitted him to so great a favour, I went by land from 
Philadelphia to North Cwohna, in order to take a view of Maryland and 

• The blank above evidently was filled by, oi' intended to be understood as if contain- 
ing, tlie word BtaJiop's. 

t Thia can hardly be regarded aa proof that thera were a tiombet of non-jnring 
Bishops in the Colonies, Mr. UrmsCon was plainly loose, both in his insinuations and 
aEsertions. If there had been such ntiniberB as he would seem to assert, we should 
andoubledly find other mentiou of them. 
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Virginia, and to sell my Plantation, stock, and goods ; that done, I returned 
to Mtiryland, and am settled in Cecil Connty, a very promising, tbiiving 
place; the income is between 33 and 34,000, which will he considerable 
when Tobacco bears a price. 

"I am, Reverend Sir, 

" Your most obedient 

" John Urmston." 



ip of London, dated " Maryland, 



— " Mr. Talbot, Minister of Burlington, returned trom England about two 
years ago in'Epiacopal orders, though his orders till now of late have been 
kept as a great secret, and Dr. Welton is arrived there about six weeks 
ago, as I'm credibly informed, in the same capacity, and the people of Phila- 
delphia are so fond of him that they will have him right or wrong for their 
minister. 

"I am much afraid these gentlemen will poison the people of that 
province. I cannot see what can prevent it but the speedy arrival of a 
Bishop there, one of the same order to confront them, for (ia people will 
rather take confirmatjon from them than have none at all, and by that means 
they'll hook them inl« the soJiism, 

" I am well assured they'll get no footing in this province, for I dare say 
his Majesty King George has not subjects any where in his dominions 
more zealously attached to him than the Clergy and Protestant laity here, 

" I question not but your LordsHp in your great wisdom will find out 
some expedient to prevent the ruin that threatens the Church in that 
province. I need say no more but to beg your Lordship's pi'ayers for, 
" May it please your Lordship, 
" Your most dutiful son and 

" Most obedient humble servant, 

" Jacoe Henderson." 



" Mr. Henderson wat Commissary in Maryland. 
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Mr. Siubhs to the Bukop of London. 

"Wo3lmor,April IG, 1725. 
f " Mr Lord : 

" In obedience to your Lordship's commands, just bow laid 
upon me in the Cockpit, I dispatch as ordered by Sir J. Philhps, two para- 
graphs of a letter just come to hand, signed ' John Urmston,' and dated 
' Cecil County, in Maryland, 7ber. 29tti, 1724 :' ' P. S. Mr. Talbot did me no 
unkindness in causing me to be turned out of Philadelphia to make room 
for himself He convened all the clergy to meet, put on his robes and de- 
manded Episcopal obedience from them ; one wiser than the rest refused, 
acquainted the Governor with the ill consequences thereof, the danger he 
would run of losing his Government, whereupon tlie Governor ordered the 
Church to be shut up.' 

" ' P. S. He is succeeded by Dr. Welfon, who makes a great noise amongst 
them by reason of his sufferings. He has brought with Eim to the value of 
£300 sterling in guns and &hing tackle, with divers printed copies of his 
famous altar-piece at White Chajpel. He has added a scrowl vrith words 

froceeding out of the mouth of the Bishop of Peterborough to this effect, as 
am told, " I am not he that betrayed Christ, though as ready to do it as 
ever Judas was." I have met him since in the streets, but had no further 
conversation with him.' 

" Your Lordship's 

" Most dutiful 

" Philip Stubds." 



Sir William. Keith to ike Secretary S.P. G. 

" May 13, 1735. 
"Sir: 

"The notice which the Society do me the honour to give 
by your letter of 13th January, concerning I>r. Welton's character, shall be 
duly regai'ded by using all the means that is in my power to prevent the 
mischief which they apprehend from the Doctor's residing in the Govern- 
ment But so long as the Vestiy here take upon them to be wholly inde- 
pendent on the Governor's authority, and that Clergymen may be indifferently 
called without either a license from the Bishop or Induction here, I hope I 
cannot be accountable for irregularities of that nature untill I am better 
assisted with a proper authority ; and if I knew where to make application 
without giving offence, I think I have some reason to complain that the 
Church here is so much neglected as that the Governor and those who are 
truly well affected to our Sovereign Lord King George, and his Royal 
Family, cannot decently attend the pubhck worship. The Bishop of London 
very well knows my sentiments on Uiis mattei', and I must entreat that you 
7 
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will be pleased to assure the Society that his Majesty has not a servant in 
America who is more heartily disposed than I am to rectify abuses of this 



matter. 



" Sir, your most obedient Humble Servant, 

"W. Keith." 



[E.ftrBCt from a Memorial of Peler Evans to the Bishop of Loiidon,] 

"But more especially for your Lordship's goodness in communicating your 
thoughts concerning the Church Vestry of Philadelphia, of which Vestry 
your Lordship had received some diaagi'eeable acwunt. Your memorialist, 
as one (though unworthy) of the said Vestry, humbly be^ leave to give 
your Lordship a true information of the said Vestry's conduct towards Dr. 
"Welton, who at his arrival there, about June 1724, was a stranger, and his 
coming altogether unknowa to every of them. The circumstances of the 
Church there being not a little melancholy at that time, for that being 
destitute of a Minister no Divine Service had been performed there for some 
months before, and a numei'oua congregation which if kept together were 
not only able but willing to raise a handsome support for a Missionary which 
was daily expected fi'om your Lordshij). 

" But the Church doors being shut, it was evident the congregation would 
soon dwindle, and be captivated among the many Dissenting Teachera in 
that growing city, and render them unable to perform their promises to yom' 
Lordship. To prevent which inconvenience several membera of the Vestry 
met, and being well assured by some pereons of the Doctor's acquwntance, 
that he was esteemed an orthodox minister, and it appearing Ijy several Eng- 
hsh printed newspaper that tbe Doctor had there lately taken the oaths, and 
conformed to the Govemm-ent,* but had been deprived of his living, several 
members of the Vestry asked the Doctor to officiate until such time as tliey 
were favoured with a Missionay from your Lordship, which he readily 
granted, and the Church doors were opened, and for that reason, and from 
the character of the Doctor's preaching, the congregation r^orted to hear 
him. 

"Your memoriahst hopes your Lordship will be induced to believe their 
zeal for the Church (and not for any mistaken principles of the Doctor's) was 
the true cause of their frequenting the Church. Your memorialist, from bis 
knowledge of and acquaintance with the people there for twenty-two yeai« 
past, does believe it a piece of injustice to insinuate them as disaffected to his 
Majesty, for your memorialist well knows that every member of the Vestiy 
and all others of the congregation to whom it was tendered have conformed, 
to the Laws, and given all the proofe of their Loyalty to his Majesty that is 
in their power. 

" But for his and their defence against the information of Sir William 
Keith, your memorialist begs leave (and he hopes in caso of self-defence and 

* This was probably aa uafonnded report. — B,F. 
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preservation he may be allowed) to observe to your Lor^sTiip tliat Sir William 
Keith has not l>eeit so happy in his conduct, or sincere in his relations as to 
acquire undoubted credit as appears from tJie following Paragi'aph (taten 
out of the Lords' proceedings against him for being concerned in the Scottish 
conspiracy Anno 1703), viz. ; 'It was declared by the Lords, spiritual and 
temporal, In Parliament assembled, that Mr. Wilham Keith (upon his exami- 
nation by the Lords appointed to examine him by this House) hath prevari- 
cated with this House, and by Ins behaviour doth not seem an object worthy 
of his Majesty's mercy.' 

" Your memorialist humbly begs leave to observe to your Lordship in 
vindication of himseK and the ssud Vestry, that the said Sir William has for 
some yeaiB been elected member of the said Vestry, but taking upon him to 
overrule them, and enthely depriving them of the freedom justly due, he was 
left out of the Vestry in the time of Mr. Vicary, the last settled Missionary 
amongst us from your Lordship's predecessors, which was about three years 
ago, and from that time seemed displeased with the Vestry, and withdrew 
his subscription from Mr. Vicary, to whom the Vestry shewed all due 
regard," 



The Eev. "William Bectet, Misssionary at Lewes, Pa. (now Delaware), 
writes to the Seei'etary of the Society for Propagating the Gospel, under date 
of March 13, a, d. 1727. In this letter he mentions Dr. Welton incidentally, 
as if it were commonly known at that period that he was a non-juror while 
officialiiig in Philadelphia. Mr. B. was complmning that marriage licenses 
were given by the Governor to those who had no right to them, and specially 
charges Sir Wilham Keith with hfiving granted them "when I>r. Welton, 
the non-juror, was minister of Philadelphia, to whom it was not fitting to 
grant them." 



[Extract from the Fulham Manuscripts,] 
5 to be answered by the persons who were Commissaries to my 

, Minister of , Philadelphia, 

answer these queries : 



" 3. Does any Clergyman officiate who has not the Bishop's License for 
that Government ?" 

"A, One only at present. Dr. Welton at Philadelphia, with whom wo 
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have no coireapondence nor of whom have we any further knowledge but 
that we hear he professes to have come into these parts only to see the coun- 
try." 

These queries were signed by 

Robert Weyman, Missionary at Oxford and "Whitemai'sh, Pa, 
William Bectett " " Lewes, Pa., now Delaware. 

'George Eoss " " New Oastlo, " 

John Humphreys " " Cheater, Concord, & Markerahook, Pa. 



[Letlerfrom Fnlham MSS. of Mr, Glentworth to Mr. Cummings.] 

" February 14, 1795-6. 
■" Sib : 

" I came from Philadelphia the 4th day of December, at 
■which time Dr. Welton officiated in the Church every Sunday, once at least, 
but generally twice, and likewise on Wednesdays, Fiidays, and Satm'days. 

" The order to recall him went over in one CaptMn Eichmond, who sailed 
'the TDcginmng of December, and can hardly be arrived there by this time, 
"lam, Sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 

"Thomas Glentwosth." 



Sir William Keith to the Lord Bishop of London. 

" Philadelphia, April 8th, 1796, 
"My Lokd": 

" I am glad to acknowledge the great honour your Lordship 
was pleased to do me by your letter dated last June, which I received some 
time ago, and am glad tliat by your Lordship's great care I can now answer 
it so effectually as to actLutunt you that I have by this conveyance returned an 
authentic certificate unto my Lord Townsend's office, of Dr. Welfon's having 
beeu duly served with his Majesty's Writ of Privy Seal, commanding him 
upon his aHe^ance to return to Great Briton forthwiti} ; in pursuance of 
which Order, me Doctor did us the iavour about four weeks ago to depart for 
Europe by the way of Lisbon, so that I doubt not but your Lordship will 
now more easily find a way to supply this Church with a suitable Incumbent, 
and as the people's hopes are generally placed on your Lordship's pious care 
for that purpose, I am fully persuaded that any gentleman who comea over 
recommended by your Lordship will be handaomdy i-eeeived." 
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Mr. Cumminffs to the Bishop of London. 
[EKtract.] 

" Phikdelphia, October 19th, 1736. 
" My Lord : 

" I have been here fio short a time that all the account I can 
give of the placo as yet ia, that the soil and clime seem to be better and mora 
regular than the temper of the people; however, I have been very well 
received by those of any note, and am in a particular manner obliged to V^: 
Moore, our Collector ; he is a sober and pious man, and has all along endea- 
voured to support the Church, in oppoation both to Welton'a and the 
principles of the other Schismaticka and Sectaries, which are indeed here very 
numerous. I hope in a little lame, by proper and moderate methods, to cancel 
all the bad impressions the angiy Doctor had given of his successor. Your 
Lordship will observe by his favourite sermon, printed hoe, ra what a scur- 
rilous manner he falls foul upon all the Clei^ of the present Establishment, 
charing the people that as they tendered their salvation not to receive but 
r^eet any that should be sent among Uiem. He is now in Lisbon ; 'tie well 
if he ben't got into the Convent. I ha'nt seen all the Clergy of this province 
as yet, but have heard a good character of them all. I have been importuned 
by numbers of people from Burlington and by some of this province to write 
to your Lordship in favour of Dr. Talbot; they made me promise to menfiou 
him, otherwise I would not presume to do it. He is universally beloved, even, 
by the Dissenters here, and has done a great deal of good. Welton and he 
had differed and broke off correspondence, by reason of the rash chimerical 
projects of the foimer long before the Goveiiiment took notice of them. If 
ne were connived at and could be assisted by the Society (for I am told the 
old man's circumstances are very mean), he promises by his friends to be 
peaceable and easy, and lo do all the good he can for the future." 



— "I understood Dr. Welton has left Philadelphia and is gone for Lisbon. 
He and the rest of the non-jurors disagreed very much among themselves, 
in so much that they avoided oas another's company. Mr. Talbot and Mr.. 
Smith (who also differ very much in their sentiments of submission to our 
established Government) have been with us in Maryland, They behaved 
themselves very modesUy, avoided talking very much, and resolved to submit 

' " ' " ' snt from England to prohi" " " ' ■>■'"'.■ 
ir to set up separate meeti 
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Dr. Welton appears not to have returned to England, but to have died 
in Lisbon. 

By reference to the lettere of Mr. Talbot during the year 1^25, it will 
be seen that he was discharged from the Society's employment for alleged 
Jacobinism, It will be observed that he does not deny having received Epis- 
copal orders. 

The late venerable Bishop White related a tradition which has been pre- 
served by the Rev. Dr. Hawks in his History of the Church in Maryland. As 
it is an important hnk in the present inquiiy, it is quoted in full, as it appeal* 
in the above work, p. 185, 

" The venerable prelate who was so long our presiding bishop, was accus- 
tomed to relat* a story which he heai-d from his elder brethren, when he was 
but a youth, and it may here be most appropriately preserved. The story 
was this ; A gentleman who had been ordained among the Oongregation- 
aliste of New England, and who had offidat«d among them as a minister for 
many years, at length to the surprise of his friends, began to express doubts 
about the validity of his ordination, and manifested no small trouble of mind 
on the subject. Suddenly about the time of the anival of Talbot and Wellon, 
he left home without declaiing the place of his destination or purpose of his 
}ourn"ey. After an interval of a few weeks he returned, and gave no further 
information of his movements than that he had been to some of the Southern 
Colonies ; he also smd on his return that he was now perfectiy satisfied with 
his ordination, and from that day never manifested the least solicitude on the 
subject, but continued until he died to preach to his congregation. It was 
soon whispered by those whose curiosity here fonnd materials for its exercise, 
that the minister had been on a visit to the non-juring bishops, and obtained 
ordination from one of them. He never said so ; but among Churchmen 
it was believed that such was the feet," 

Both Perceva! and Lathbury state, without referring to any authority, that 
Talbot took the oaths and conformed. If this were the case, it would be diffi- 
cult to expldn why he continued to be deprived of his missionary appointment 
to Burlington, especially as he was wilhng to labor, and the people were 
anxious to have him for their rector 

Thus appeal's to have ended the only effectual attempt to provide anj^hing 
like a Protestant Episcopacy for Amenca, until the Revolution havnig, undei 
the Providence of God, opened a new dooi, England finally gianted to those 
whom she regarded as successful rebels what she had previously refiised 
it children. 
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Tlie following coinniunicafjoti is itom Dr. Bray, otiee Commissary of Maiy- 
land. Its precise data is nowhere given, but fram facts mentioned in it, it 
must have tieea about tlie year 1740, It presents a view of onr condition on 
tiie Continent at or about that time : 

"A Memoriall humbly layd before his Chctce the Lord A.Bp. of Canterbury, 
the Lord Bishop of London, and the other Bishops of this Kingdome, 
Representing the present State of Religion in the several Provinces on the 
Condnsnt of North America, in order to the providing a su^^cienl number 
of proper Missionaries so absolutely necessary to be sent at this Juncture 
into those parts. 

"May it please y° Lobbships ; 

"Amonost other Reasons for my Return at this tyme of 
Consequence to our Church in America, in Reference to which I have been 
happy in the approbation of those my Ecclesiastical Superiors, to whom I am 
more immediately accountable in things relating to my Mission, there is one 
of concernment to be layd before all your Ixirdships ; And aa I humbly 
conceive, the University es also of this Kingdome. And it is to represent to you 
the present state of Religion in Maryland, Virginia, Pensylvania, the East and 
West Jei'seys, Kew York, Road Island, Long Island, North and South Caro- 
hna, New England and Newfound Land. And this in order to the Prop^a- 
tion of the true Christian Religion in those Parts at a Ctisis when, as many 
thousands are in a happy Disposition to embrace it, so Infidelity, Heresy, and 
Schism seem to make their utmost effoi-fs to withdraw, and to fix those people 
at the greatest distance from it. 

" I. And to begin where I am more immediately concerned, with Mary- 
land. Here, through the merdes of God, and after many struggles, we are 
in a fair way at last to have an Established Church. The law for New Eng- 
land I have brought over along with me for the Royal Assent, not incumbered 
as formerly with such clauses aa hindred the same. And thereby is provided 
a maintainance for the Clergy of forty pounds of Tobacco per Poll, taxed 
upon each Gomunicable person, which amounts in some parishes to about 
eighty pounds per annum, according to the Rate which Tobacco has borne 
these three last yeai's, though that is higher than they can promise themselves 
the same for the future. But in fifteen of them at least by reason of the 
thinness of the Inhabitants, not to above a thyrd of that value. And yet 
these latter parishes having built their Churches, think they ought to have 
Ministers as well as the rest ; and had I not in my Parochial Visitations 
given them good words and ^r promises speedily to supply them, I fear our 
Law would have scarcely passed ; and yet how to make good that promise to 
thpm I shall be sadly at a Loss, except the Pi'oposalls hereafter given, may 
find fivour with y' Lordships, and those to whom you shall please to recom- 
end them. 

" The Papists in this Province appeare to me to be about a twentieth part 
of the Inhabitants ; and though the Quakew bra^ so much of their numbers 
and Riches, with which considerations they would incline the GJovemment to 
favour them with such unprecedented Piiviledgea, as to be fi'ee from paying 
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thoir dues to tto Established Church, or rather would fein overthrow its 
Establishment, yet they are not above a fifteenth part in number, and bear 
little Proportion with those of the Chui'ch in wealth and trade, 

" II, As for Pensjlvania, I found too much work in Maryland to he ahle to 
visit that Pi'ovince personally, though most earnestly sollicit«d thereunto by 
the People. But there passed letter's betwixt myself, and that Church, full 
of the greatest Respects on their ade. And by conferences with some of (he 
Principal! Persons of that Country, I was fiilly made to understand the state 
of Religion there, where I thint, if in any Part of the Christian World, a 
very great proportion of the People may be said to be TsTtty^ivm, sive dispth 
siti ^iS ^u^v aiCivny. 

" The Keithites, which are computed to be a thyrd part, are fteely such, 
and so very well affected are they to the Interest of our Church, that in the 
late election of Assembly men, ever since Mi'. Penn came into his Govern- 
ment ; they had almost carryed it for the Churchmen, to the great amaze- 
ment of these latter, so as to let them see that tiey had been extreamly 
wanlang to themselves in not timely applying, 

" There are in Pensylvania two congregations of Lutherans being Swedes, 
whose Churches are finely built, and their two Ministers lately sent in nobly 
furnished with £300 worth of Books by the Swedish King, and they hve in 
very good Accord with onr Minister and his Church. 

"There is but one Church of England Minister as yet, and he at Philadel- 
phia singulai-ly beloved and respected by his People ; and they do most 
importunately solheite both from thence, and fi'om other Paits of that 
Province for move, where I am afraid there are at least Mx wanting. 

"There are some Independants, but neither many nor much Bigotted. 

"IIL Adjoining to this are the two Colonies of the East and West 
Jerseys, where they have some pretty Towns, and well peopled, but are 
wholly left to themselves without Priest or Altar. True it is, Mr. Mathers 
from New England seems now to bestiiT himself in sending both there and 
into the other colonies, where he sees us take footing. His Independent 
Preachers and the Quakers are very numerous in the Jerseys, but I am credi- 
bly informed that the people are more affected to our Clergy, could they have 
them. The Keithians are alike affected to us, as in Pensylvania, and 
I think there would be a Reception for six Ministeis in both the Jerseys. 

" IV. Fi'om New York, the E. of Bellamont, the Governor, writes me 
word, that a Church of England Clergy are much wanted there, and there 
will be Room for at least two Ministei's, besides one which they have already : 
the one to assist at New York, the other to be placed at Albany, where 
besides the Inhabitants of the Town, which are many, we have two Compa- 
nies of Souldiers in Garrison, but all without a Preacher. 

" V. In Long Mand there are nine Churches, but no Church of England 
Minister, though much desired, and there ought to be at least two sent into 
that Colony. 

" VI. In Road Island, for want of a Clergy, many of the Inhabitants are 
said to be sunk down right into Atheism, the new generation being the 
offepring of Quakers, whose childi'en for want of an outward teaching, which 
these Enthusiasts at first denyed, being meer Ranters. As indeed the sons of 
the Quakers are found to be such in most places, and equally to deny all 
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Religion. And liere therofore there will be wofk enougli for two sutstantiaJl 
Divines, at least. 

" Vn. EoBoak lyes betwixt Virginia and Carolina. It is peopled ■with. 
English, intermixt with the native Indians, to a gi'eat Extent. And as there 
will be occasion for at least two Missionaries to be sent amongst y", so the 
Gioyemor, who is now going over to that Colony, being a very worthy gentle- 
man, I dare promise will give the best Countenance and EneoiU'agement which 
sliall be in bis power. 

" Vin. The last Province that I shall now speak of on the Continent is 
Carohna, a very thriving Colony, and so large as to want at least three Mis- 
sionaries, besides one lately sent thither. 

"It is no part of my province to speak to Virginia, it being under the 
Jurisdiction of a very worthy Person, Mr. Commissary Biaire, whose abilities 
as they fitt him for great Designs, so his Industry has be«n for some years 
exercised in doing nncomon services to that Church. 

" But the gratitude which all that ai-e well affected to Christianily, do owe, 
more especially the Clei^, and above all myself to that admirable Patron of 
Keligion and Learning, Colonel Francis Nicholson, the present Governor 
thereof, forbids me to pass over in silence those Glorious Works which he is 
there carrying OE with snch unusuall application; and which, when accom- 
plished, must render his memory sweet to all succeeding generations, 

" The two great Designs which he is now so intent upon for the Good of 
the Church (not to mention here what a Patron, or rather a Founder he has 
been to it in most of y° other Pi'ovinces, now named) are the Erecting of a 
Colledge in Virginia, or rather an University for those Parts, which he has 
almost finished ; and the settling of the Church by Law on such a foot, and 
with the Advice and Assistance of Mr, Biaire, in such a Constitution as will, 
if they can make the next Assembly sensible of their own Good, reduce the 
Clergy there from that Servile Dependance on the Vratrys, which would have 
frightened all men of worth from ever coming amongst them: But the 
scheme which I have seen these Gentlemen have lajd, when accomplished, 
will render that Clei^ and Province mutually happy in one another. 

" Considering this Governor's late Heroick Actions in the Conquest of the 
most desperate of Enemies, the Pyrates, who were so infetuated as to 
approach his Province, and in whose Eeduction his own personall presence 
and valour had a share, almost to a fault, it's hard to say whether Arms or 
Lettem have the greatest Eight to Challenge him for their General!. But 
when we consider the exti'eam Disproportion betwixt the numbers of persons 
in publick Post, who are studious of the Good of God's Church, compared 
with such as are thought serviceable to the State in Arms, it ought to be the 
hearty wishes of all the fiiends of Religion and Leai'ning, not only in his own 
Province, but all over that Continent, tliat he would never more expose his 
pei'son to such Dangers, wherein should he fall, in all human appearance, the 
Loss would be Irreparable. 

" Nor do I think myself obliged to speak here of New England, where 
Independancy seems to be the Eeligioii of the Country. Time it is since a 
Church was opened at Boston about fifteen veal's agoe for the English 
Service, the Congregation of Church People are become very numerous ; and 
the young Students of the College are sayd upon the Reading of our 
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Episcopal Authors (against which they are narrowly watched by Mr. Matheis) 
to beeonie not so ill afieeted to us, but that some of them would gladly 
I'eeeive their orders from the hands of Bishops if they could ; and two of them 
have lately come over hither fo be accordingly ordained. But my Design is 
not to intermeddle where Christianity under any form has obtained possession 
of the Countiy, but to represent rather the deplorable fete of the English 
Colonies, where they have been in a manner abandoned to Atheism, or 
which is much as one, to Quakerism, for want of a Clergy setded amongst 
them. And I think I have one remaining Inst-ance of sum n^Iect in this 
kind, as if it provokes me to some wai'm Reflections upon our Naljon (for the 
Church I know wants power, and Eichea to do much of itself) I concave the 
occasion will bear me out. 

"And it is with Eeferenee to the last Colony in America that I shall speak 
to anything at present, named Newfound Land, near whose coast we were 
drove in my voyage to Maryland ; and I could have been very glad if with the 
safety of our ship and lives, we had been thrown into it, that I might have 
personally seen the Condiiiou of the place and people. But this Curiosity 
was in a great measure satasfyd by the account I received from the Master of a 
Ship on board of ua, who had made many Voyages there, and gave me tiiis 
account of the Island, so fan' as it is in the possession of the English ; that 
there are Harbours in it belonging to us 26, Families 274, Inhabitants as 
well winter as summer on the Island about 1120, workmen about 4200, ships' 
crews in the Kshing Season 8150, and men in the ships sent at the latter end 
of the yeare to cany home the Fish 1200. 

"And BOW is it possible to imagine that from a nation possessing Chris- 
tianity in its Purity, defecate of the least tincture of Dross and Corruption ; 
the sole Tendency of whose Principles is to inspire all its Disciples widi the 
noblest tlioughts of God, with an ardent zeale for his Honom- and Glory, and 
with a boundless and unlymitted Love to mankind, a Love as Extensive as 
the whole World, and as Intensive as that we have to oureelves ; Is it credi- 
ble that in a Colony of so many thousand soules, who are all of them natives 
from England, from whence our shipping do sail to it during many months in 
the year, and where so many thousand Families abide perpetually, some 20 
years, most the whole course of theii' Lives, and from whose trade such profit 
accrues fo the Nation as contributes next to the woollen manufacture to turn 
the Ballance of Europe in Commerce on our side ; can any one believe it 
when he is told, that fi'om such a Nation, with I'espeet to such a Colony, 
there neither was or is, nor is ever like to be for any measures that have been 
yet, or are likely to be taken or encouraged by the Publiek, any Preaching, 
Prayeia, or Sacraments, or any Minisferiall and Divine Offices performed on 
lihat Island ; but that they should be suffered to live as those who know no 
God in the World ! Are Rome and Mecca, whose sons are so apt to compass 
Sea and Land fo gain Pi'oselytes to Superatilion and Folly, so regardless of 
their own people ! And will it not then be more tolerable for that Tyre and 
this Sydon than for us in the day of Judgment ! for if they had known the 
things which we do, the most rude and uncultivated of those Parts which 
we possess, should not have remained uninstructed in the best Religion in the 
World. 

" The truth of it is, this Indifference of ouib in propagating the Religion 
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whicli we profess to believe, in those Parts, where as well our powers do 
enable us, as oTir Duty oblige us to take some cave thereof, is the Amaze- 
ment of all whom I evei' yet heard mate serious Reflections upon it. 

" But since for any publick Funds that we are ever hkely to get for the 
Propagation of Christian Knowledge, either in this or the other Colonies, we 
may complain in vain ; and the only hope is fi'om the pious Clergy them- 
selves, and such particular pei'sons amongst the devout Laity, whose hearts 
are inflamed with a Love of God, and of those souls which he has purchased 
with his own Blood ; I shall rather turn myself to you, my most Reverend 
Lords, giving you a general Estimate of the munber of Missionaries, which we 
hope to be supplyed withall from y' Patemall Care; and as there will be 
need of at least two to be sent to Newfound Land, so upon y" whole it 
appears that thei'e are at present wanting no less than forty Missionaries to be 
sent into all tliese Colonies. 

" And the necessity that they should be both so many, and singularly well 
qualified for the purpose, I am next to show you ; and that there should be at 
least that number sent into each of these Colonies, as I have now mentioned, 
appears from hence, that even then their business will lye extreamly wide, but 
•Miiefly for this reason, that there is so gi'eat an Inclination to embrace 
Christianity amongst many Quakere, all over those Parte, where Mr. Keith 
has been, that it will be a fatall neglect if our Church should not close with 
that Providence which offers so many Piwelytes into her Bosom. For I am 
to inform your Lordships that this vast accession of perhaps 50000 soules to 
our Churdi, if not speedily secured, will fall into the Independents, who being 
aware of it are very busy at this tyme in sending their Ministers from New 
England, and those maintained too from thence, which makes it worth our 
wlule to examine whether it be not by misappbcation of a noble charity. And 
the Plantations growing now into populous and powerfuU Provinces, with all 
humble submission, in my opinion, ought not to be so neglected, as that it 
should be indifferent to us, whether they be inade True Sons of our Church, 
or the most som'e leavened of all its Enemies, Independanla, Ana-BaptJste, 
and Quakers. 

" Nor is the necessity less tiiat these Missionaiies should be singularly well 
qualified than tliat they should be at all sent. And indeed in order to make 
me better choice, agreeable to what I have observed of the State, the Temper 
and Constitution of the Country and people, is one great reason that has 
persuaded me so soon back: and y' persons which alone can do good there, 
as I conceive, must 

" In the first place, be of such nice moralls as to abstain from all appear- 
ance of evil, there being not such a calumniating people in the world as the 
Quakers are every where found to be, and it is the most fault of the Planta- 
tions, that they give their Tongues too much Liberty that way, especially if 
they can find the least flaw. 

" Secondly, they must be men of good Prudence, and an exact Conduct, 
or otherwise they will unavoidably fdl into Contempt with a people so well 
versed in Business aa every the meanest Planter seems to be. 

" Thirdly, they ought to be well experienced in the Pastorall Care, having 
a greater Variety both of Sects and Humours to deal with in those parts than 
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ate at home ; and therefore it would be well if we could be provided with 
such as have beeu Curates here for some time. 

"Fourthly, move especially, they ought to be of a True Missionaiy spirit, 
having au ardent Zeale for God's Glory, and the Salvation of men's soules. 
And 

" Fifthly, of a very active spirit, and consequently not so gix)wn into 
years as to be incapable of Labour and fateigue, no more than very young, 
upon which account they will be more lyable to be despised. 

" And lastly, they ought to be good, substantial!, well-studied Divines, 
very i-eady in the Holy Scriptures, able with a sound Judgment to explicate 
and prove tJie great Doctiiuea of Christianity, to state the nature and extent 
of the Christian duties, and with the most moving considerations to enforce 
their Practice, and to defend the truth against ali its advei'saries ; to which 
purjxwe it will be therefore absolutely requisite to provide each of them with 
a Library of necessary Books, to be fist in those places to which they shall 
be sent, for the use of them, and their successors for ever. This to be a 
perpetuall Encouragement to good, and able Divines always to go over and 
to render them useful when they are there ; a design, of whose usefulness, of 
whose necessity I am now so fully persuaded, since I have been in and know 
y' wants of these Paria, that I am resolved to have no hand in sending over 
any one, the best Missionary, who shall not be so provided. 

"Well, but the great quere will be how we may be able to procure so 
great a number of such able Missionaries, how to maintain them, and how to 
flimish them out with such Libraries ; in order to all which I crave leave to 
offer these following considerations : 

" First, that the Colonies now named, conasting chiefly of Quakers, or such 
as for want of the Oospell being preached amongst them, are in a manner of 
no religion ; they are in that respect to be considered as so many Heathen 
Nations. And it will seem unreasonable to expect that a people before they 
are converted and made to understand the goodness and advantages of true 
Religion, should be induced to maintmn its Ministiy, and especially in this 
case of the Quakere, the persons chiefly to be proselyted ; who above all other 
rights of the Church of Christ, have been deeply prejudiced against the 
maintenance of the Clergy. 

" Secondly, that if the Missionaries, which shall be sent into each of these 
Colonies, shall be well chosen and duly qualified, I am persuaded they will 
find the work of God to prosper so weU in their hands, that in three years' 
time the people will, out of pure Devotion, subscribe or settle a very plentifull 
mMufenance both for them and their successors ; to support me in which 
Conjecture we have two very eminent and late Instances : the one in Pensyl- 
vania, the other in Carolina ; in the former of which Mr. Clayton, who at his 
first going over thi-ee years agoe, and whilst his Congregation was not above 
sixty persons, had scarcely £60 per annum maintain ance, yet upon the acces- 
sion <rf new Converts to upwards of "^OO (for so is that Church increased in 
three years) has brought llie maintenance of the Minister of Philadelphia to 
£160 per annum ; and in Carolina, Mr. Marshall, through his excellent 
Preaching and singular conduct, so gained upon y° people, tiiat from a poor 
subscription maintenance at first, they settled upon him and his successors 
within two years after hia being amongst them, what amounte to £300 per 
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annum ; and at his death, the General Assembly of the Province were so 
kind to his widow, as to present her with £300 upon her Return home. 

" Thii-dly, I conceive, therefore, that in the interim, and during the first 
three years, it will be absolutely necessary that these MiEsionaries should be 
subsisted from hence ; and it shall be my utmost care in that time to have 
them so provided of Glebes, and the same so stocked, as that they may 
thenceforward live comfoilably upon the Emoluments of their own places. 

" Fourthly, the method by which I would humbly propose to li^ve these 
Missionaries, which I desire, both well chosen and supported from home 
hi their service for the first three years, is as follows : 

" I. As to the choice, that every Bishop be pleased to pitch upon some 
proper person within his own Diocess, such as his Lordship shall judge best 
qualified, as aforesaid, for the Mission, And then 

" n. As to his support, that his Lordship having subscribed to the foUow- 
ing Proposall, the sum his Lortbhip shall think fitt to contribute towards 
such a Design, he be pleased to recommend it to the Dignifyed and others 
the most considerable Clergy within his Diocese, and they to the well- 
■" Lmty, within their I'especflve parishes, to make up the sum 



" III. That the sum subscribed for each Missionary l>e ^60 per annum for 
three yeai'S, and as less will not be sufficient to encourage a person of Learn- 
ing and worth to undertake the Mission, so it will not suffice to subsist even a 
private Minister in these parts, where every thing is very dear, which must 
fee bought for money, and not bartered for by the product of the country, 
which no Clei^yman will be Master of till he can have a Glebe, and shall 
have cultivated his Plantation. 

"IV. That the subsa'iptions be payd into the Arch Deacons at their 
Easter Visitation, and be forthwith returned by them to the hands of the 
Bishop of the Diocess, or to such person or pei'sons in London as his Lordship 
shall appoint to receive it, and to pay it to the order of the Missionarj' sent 
by such Diocess. 

" V. That besides the £50 per annum allowed each Missionary for his 
subsistence, £20 a year be also subscribed towards raising a Library of 
neeesaajy and useful Books, both for himself and his successors in the Town, 
or other place wherein he ahai! be settled. 

" VL That the first payment of the £50 and iG30 he advanced at his first 
going off (which I could wish might be before Christmas next), that so being 
sufficiently furnished with all necessaries, he may not appeare to come as an 
Indigent person into the place where he shall be appouited, and as one that 
is to have free quarters upon those he is to proselyte; the Quakers being very 
prying into the Condition of those who come over, whom, if they find poor, 
they proclaim hirehngs, and to eome over meerly for Bread, But if other- 
wise, they have been foimd at a loss Avhat to say against them. And to be 
well provided at first will succeed the better to the advantage both of the 
Missionary himself and the Church, to the support and countenance of which 
he will undoubtedly lay a good Foundation, who coming first shall be happy 
in his conduct. 

"And indeed, my Lords, could we hut have such men as by their reall 
worth might l>e able to gan the auctions of those people, I do not in the 
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least doubt, from what I have already found, but that in my next Visitation, 
I coidd obtain large Tracts of Glebes, and good Houses built by the respec- 
tive parishes in Maryland, and the Pi'oaelyte Churches in the other Colonies, 
so as both those, who shall now go over, will themselves in few veal's be in a 
comfortable condition, and their successors after them in a happy settle- 
meiit. 

"And as neither the Clergy's Condition can be comfortable, nor can "it be 
■properly called a settlement, till they shall be in Houses, and on Glebes of 
their own; so now is the time to endeavour both, or it will be too late here- 
after to think of obtaining either, for as yet land may be taken up, or had 
upon easy terms. But should the Pkntations continue to increase as they 
have done of late, within seaven years. Land will not be purchased at treble 
the Rate as now. 

" For my own part, I t^e this to be so happy a Juncture to lay the 
Fowndation of lasting Good to the Church of Giid in those Provinces, that 
though after the Expenee ah'eady of above a thonsand pounds in its service, 
and thougli it must be still at my own chai'ge that I can again go, yet I shaU 
not make the least difBculty in accompanying your Lordships' Miesionai'ies, 
which from your respective Diocesses you shall please to send into those 
Parts. And being therefore so Kttle interested myself in the Mission, that it 
will go near to sacrifice the remainder of my small Fortunes to Embarque 
again in it, I hope I may vrith abetter Countenance, through your lordships' 
Patronage, presume to offer the following Propoaalls to the Very Reverend 
Dignitaries and wealthier Clergy of the Church, for a small subscription from 
each of them towwds tbe maintenance of those Missionaries, their Brethren, 
whom your LordshijK shall please to send." 



" Proposalls for the Propagation of the Christian Bdiyion, and for the 
Meductimi of the Quakers thereunto m iAe several Provinces on the 
^ Continent of North America. 

" WeEBBAa severaU English CoJonies on the Continent of Noiih America, 
now growing into populous Provinces, are however, to the no small scandall 
of onr Church and Nation, as yet, destitute both of Churches and of persons 
to Minister in Holy Things, to preach to them the word of God, to offer up 
the Prayere of the People, and to administer the Holy Sacraments. 

" And whereas, to the great Dishonour of God, and the Destruction of a 
multitude of souls, as well as the great Scandall of the Reformed Keligion, 
many thousands of the people in those Parts have been sadly deluded by 
Quakers into a Total Apoatacy from the Christian Faith, and giving them- 
selves up to the Conduct only of the Light within, or mere Natural Con- 
science, have rejected the Holy Scriptures from being the Kule of Faith and 
Practice. 
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"Whereas agfun, not withstanding tJie strong prejndiees and gi'eat obstinacy 
of that sort of Unbelievei's, yet through the blessing of God upon the 
Labours of such, who have nitherto endeavoured tbe Reduction, of that 
people, many of the Quakere are returned to the Christian. Faith, and others 
amongst them are so sta^ered aa to doubt that they ai'e in a dangerous 
state of Unbelief, so that now there wants only under God more Labourera 
to be sent into those fields, wLich seem to be white for Harvest. 

" And Lastly, whereas we, the Clergy and others of the Diocess of 

, in concurrence with suiS as ace piously disposed in other 

g sensible of the infinite mercies of God towards u 



us the Light of his Holy Gospell ; and thinking ourselves obliged out of 
Gratitude to God, and Compassion to those People, who are not yet happy 
in the like, to provide, so fer as in ns lyes, for the Propagation of the same 
Holy Faith amongst those of our own Nation, though never so far remov'd 
from us into Foreign Parts, Do subscribe the severall sums to our names 
annexed, to be payd yearly, at the Easter Visitation, to the Eeverend tie 

Arch Deacoa of , to be immediately returned by him to the 

Right Rev. Father in God, the Lord Bishop of this Diocess, for the mwnte- 
nancc, support of, and to provide a Library for such Misaionai'y as hia 
Lordship shall think fit to send into those Parts. 



A List of Persons Licensed to ike Ptantationi hy the Bi'-hojn of London 
from the year llio ivdustue 



[From llie Fulham "lU-^S ] 



M 


Philip Quaque, a Moor 


May 


4 


1765 


Gold Coast 


M 
M 


Hany Munro 
William Stanford : 


July 

July 


21 


1770 
1776 


Weiit to Jamaica 




John Jones 
Gideon Cnstlegrave 
Thomas Browne 


June 
Jan. 
July 


19 
11 


1750 
17S0 
1764 
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Protestant 


Hpisco] 


al 


Tlistor 


ml CoRecHons. 


lavid Fullerton 


Juno 


20 


1767 




[ohn Say re 


Sept. 


29 


1768 


Now in Nova Scotia 


ThOQiiiH Fielde 


Aug. 


2 


1770 


Dead 


Daniel Batwell 


OcL 




1773 




Myles Cooper 


Jan. 


4 


1774 




Alexander Grant 


Dec. 


21 


1748 




Robert Moncrief 


Feb. 


27 


1748 




John King 

William Shervington 


Sept. 


1 


1760 




Dec. 




1763 




aenry By am 
Samud Lovely 


Oct. 


20 


1754 




Oct. 




1759 




John Bo wen 


Dec. 


23 


1759 




James Somerville 


March 


5 


1768 




Francis Massett 


SepL 


29 


1768 




James Coull 


Dec 




1773 


St. John's Parish 


John Shepherd 


March 


8 


1773 




Josiah Weston 


Dec. 


31 


1774 


St. Mary's Parish 


James Lindsay 


Feb. 


n 


1783 


Falmouth Pariah 




Dec. 


30 


1783 


St. John's Parish 


BAHAMA ISLABDS. 










Rieiinrd St. John 


Sept. 


25 


1745 




John Snow 


May 


26 


1746 






Sept. 




1760 


Dead 


George Tyzaid 
Riuhard i^oss 


Jan. 


19 


1767 


Dead 


Feb. 


16 


1767 


Dismissed 


John Hunt 


Nov. 






Dead 


James Blown 


March 


15 


1779 


Proviiienco, went to 


BAEEABOES. 










Kenneth Morrison 


Oct. 


31 


1745 




Thomas Barnard 


Dec. 


33 


1746 




Robert Braithw^se 


Sept. 


21 


1750 




John Edwards 


Dec. 


36 


1760 




Edward Brace 


Deo. 




1760 




William Duke 


Dec. 


21 


1753 




John Shcpley 


Feb. 


13 


1754 




Isaac Hunt 


Feb. 


4 


1755 




Robert Boucher 


Dec. 




1756 




Thomas Harris 


Feb. 


1 


1757 




Rit-hard Saor 


March 


17 


1751 




Wm. Duke 


May 


31 


1753 






March 


30 


1759 




Richard Harris 


Dec. 


33 


1759 




Tlioa. Duke, a Deacon 


June 


I 


1760 


License endorsed Se 


Thomas Wharton 


June 


12 


1760 




William Dunlap 
Wiliiam Perrilf 


Feb. 


35 


1766 




Aug. 




1766 




Robt. Boucher Nicholk 


April 


5 


1768 




Joseph Ilebson 


Sept. 


39 


1768 
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Benjamin Spry 
Miobael Maahart 
Joseph Hntchins 
Sumuel Dent 
Henry Quintine 
Robert Jaekman 
John Dnke 

Hugh Williams Auatin 
Henry Evans Husband 
Francis McMahon 
Henry Evans Holder 
Timothy Blennian 
Hugh Williams Austin 



James Holiday 
John Danvers 
Alex. Richardson 
John Foveryear 
Thomas Lyttieton 

amin Blaokbnm 

Ludlow Holt 

CAPE BKETON. 
j. Lovell 



David Cabran de Lisle 
Leger Jno.BaptiateNoel 

"Veyssiere 
David Francis de Mont- 

mollin 

CARRiBEES. 

James Ramsay 
William Scott 
John Syraes 
Benj. Wra, Hutchinson 
Hy. Erskine Kirkpatrick 
John Pogson Crook 
William Taylor 
Thomas Wilson 



John Rcid 
John Rowjin 
Robert Gumming 
William Pow 
Alexander Stewart 
John McDowel 



Feb. 
Dec. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
March 

Oct. 



July 
May 

Oci. 
March 
Dec. 
Feb. 



March 
March 



July 
March 



Catechist 

Christ Church Parish 



St. James's Pariah 
St. Joseph's Parish 
St. George's Parish 
St. Petef a Parish 



Now in England 
St. George's Parish 



St. John's Capisterre 
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William Fanning 
William Miller 
Samuel Laird 
Daniel Earl 
William Harrison 
William Tealff 
John Barnett 
James Cosgtere 
George Meiklejohii 
Charles Knpplea 
Siimuel Fislte 
John Cramp 
Hobart Brig'ga 
James Macartney 
Francis Johnston 
HeniT John Burgess 
John Wills 

Theodorua Swain Dragc 
Edwoi'd Jonea 
Peter Blin 

Charles Edward Tayloi 
Nicholas. Christian 
Nathaniel Blount 
Hezehiah Ford 
Charles Pettigrew 
John Lott Phillips 



Alexander Keith 
David Garrow 
Bolton- Simpson 
Robert Beethain 
Robert Stone 
Jn. Utrick Geisendauner 
Wm. Langhorne 
Alexander Douglass 
Charles Martin 
MiL-hael Smith 
James Harrison 
Robert Barron 
Alexander Barron 
Richard Clarke 
John Andrews 
Jno. Cheshire Heybi 
Clement Brooke 
Jen kin Lewis 
Winwood Serjeant 
Samuel Fanner Warren 
Robert Cooper 
John Tongue 



Sept. 
Dec. 
Deo. 

Feb. 
March 



May 

Sept. 

Aug. 
Sept. 
Sep!. 
March 



St. Margaret's Parish 



Afterwards My. in N. Engknd 
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Wilson 
OSpring Pearce 
Joseph Si^kes 
George Skene 
John Green 
John Eynna 

pli Edwards 
John Hockley 
William Lonsdale 
Paul Turquand 
Charles Woodmaaon 
George Speneer 
Samuel Ward 
Thomas Straker 
John Lewis 
Richard Farmer 
Francia Hoyland 
Robert Purcell 
Thomas Morgan 
Robert Smith 
33 Pierce 
Sami. Frederick Lueiua 
William Jones- 
Henry Purcell 
John Hinde 
Nathl. James Martin 
Clu'ist, Erust Sehah 
John Villette 
Thomas Walke 
Haddon Smith 
Edward Jenkins 
Charles Fredk. Moreau 
John Dundays 
Wm. Eastwick Grali 



r. CHRISTOPHEBS. 

William Topham 
Thom^ia Jones 
Robert Roherts 
Francis Hoyland 
Delahay Reece 
John Clerkson 
Hnry. Robt. Duckworth 
John Roherson 
Wm. .lohn Julius 
Wm. Thomas 



OONKECTICUT. 

Matt. Graves 

Richard Clark 

John Tyler 

John RuCchera Marshall] July 



Oct. 


26 


1161 


Oct. 




1761 


Oct 


30 


1761 


Dec 


7 


1761 


Marc 


16 


1762 


Maic 


34 


1762 


June 


29 


1762 


Sept, 


12 


1765 


Jan. 


16 


1766 


April 


28 


1766 


April 


28 


1766 


April 


24 


1767 


Dec. 


14 


1767 


Jan. 




1768 


July 


21 


1768 


Nov. 


16 


1768 


Marc 


26 


1769 


April 


5 


1769 


May 


29 


1769 


Oct. 


3 


1769 


Oct 


3 


1769 


Nov. 


1 


1769 


Peh. 


8 


1770 


MarcL 


31 


1770 


Jan. 


29 


1771 


May 


29 


1771 


May 


29 


1771 


Sept. 


2 


1771 


Fob. 


13 


1772 


Aug. 


22 


1772 


Aug. 


29 


1772 


Peh. 




1773 


June 




1773 


June 


11 


1775 


Feb. 


24 


1745 


May 


4 


1748 


Sept, 


6 


1763 


Dec. 


23 


1753 


Feb. 


9 


1760 


Sept. 


30 


1760 


Dec. 


26 


1772 


June 


U 


1775 


Sept. 




1781 


May 


19 


1783 


Oct. 


22 


1747 


Feb. 


25 


1767 


June 


29 


1768 


July 


28 


1771 



Dead 

Dead 

Dead 
Dead 
Did not go 



Came to England 
Dead 

Did not go 
Dead 

Dead 
Did not go 

Dead 

Dead 



SS. George & Peter's Parisiiei 
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Jamea Nicholla Feb. 3 1774 Northljury &. New Cambridge 



Heniy McLeane 
James Mcintosh 
Austin Leigh 
Joseph Miller 
laaao Mann 
George Green 



John Porbea 
John Frazer 
Joha Leadhetter 
John Kennedy 



Samuel Hart 
William Dawson 
William Gordon 
NatJianiel Cotton 
George C 



Barthol. Louberbuhler 
Jonathan Copp 
Samuel Fi'ink 
John Alexander 
Edward Ellington 
Alexander Pinlay 
James Seymour 
John Holmes 
John Rejinie 
James Browne 
Jolm Stewart 



George Bowdler 
John Cumming 
John Pindlator 
Francis McMahon 

eiTADALOUEE, 

Caspar Joel Alonard 



Sept. 
Aug. 

March 



j!i1y 
Aug. 
March 
May 



5. Paul's &. George's Pansiies 



St. Augustine 
St. Augustine 



dbyGoogle 
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Joseph Stotiey 
Henry CaafFe 
Colin Campbell 
Rotert Harris 
Robert Atkina 
John McAuley 
Isaae Teale 
Anthony Davis 
John Ramsay 
John Perney 
Michael Smith 
Haddon Smith 
William Clarke 
John Walcot 
Inglis Twing 
John Usher Tyrrel 
Thomas Pool 
William Morgan 
Alexander Robertson 
Middlefon Howard 
Richard Johnson 
Philip Anglin 
Peter Miller 
Thomas Bradshaw 
Jame-s Steel 
Thomas Simcoeks 



John Cauifjeld 

tBKWABD 

Matt Towers 



John Houston 
Hamilton Bell 
George Cooke 
Alexander Adams 
Richard Brown 
John Ma^herson 
Tliomaa Johnston 
MatlJiew Harris 
Thomas Thornton 
John Ross 

Alexander Williamson 
Philip Walker 
William Barrel! 
Samuel Keene 
Joseph Mather 
Daniel Maynadier 
Francis Lander 



Jan. 


13 


1749 


Nov. 


32 


1750 


Sept. 


22 


1761 


Sept. 


22 


1751 


Jan. 


2S 


1752 


Jnly 


5 


1753 


Sept, 


22 


1754 


May 


13 


1755 


Sept. 


35 


1757 


Sept. 


23 


1759 


Nov. 




1761 


June 




1764 


Deo. 


21 


1766 


Dec. 


22 


1767 


June 


25 


1769 


June 


25 


1769 


Dec. 


24 


1769 


Aug. 


1 


1773 


SepL 


21 


1773 


March 


1 


1775 


Oct. 




1775 


Oct. 


1 


1775 


Oct 


28 


i77(i 


Sept. 


28 


1777 


March 




1778 


April 


8 


1782 


Sept. 


13 


1784 


Aug. 


n 


1769 


May 


. 


i74ti 


Sept. 


21 


1747 


Oct. 


19 


1747 


De^. 


21 


1748 


Dec 


21 


1748 


July 




1750 


April 


17 


1751 


June 


16 


1751 


March 


26 


1753 


Sept. 


22 


1754 


Sept. 


99 


1754 


Deo. 


27 


1755 


March 


36 


1756 


Mareh 


4 


1760 


Sept. 


30 


1760 


Deo. 


29 


1760 


Dec, 


29 


1760 


Nov. 


24 


1761 



St. George's Parish 
Clarendon Pariah 



Kingston Parish 
Westmoreland Parish 
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William Dowie 


April 


2 


1762 


Samuel Howard 


May 


2 


176& 


Snmael Sloano 


Dec. 


33 


176a 


Thomas Alkin 


Feb. 


25 


1766 


Benet Allen 


Sept. 


30 


1766 


Henry Fendall 


Feb. 


35 


1767 


Edward Edmiston 


March 


30 


1767 


Thomas John Clagett 


Oct. 


11 


1767 


John Porter 


June 


11 


1768 


John Patterson 


Juno 


n 


1768 


Jeremiah Berry 


Dec. 




1768 


Daniel McKiniion 


Dec. 




1768 


John Seott 


March 


26 


1769 




Dec. 


•24 


1769 


Edward Gaunt 


Feb. 


3 


1770 


(Jeorge Gowndril 
John Montgomery 


Marcl 


31 


1770 


July 


23 


1770 


John B. Gowie 


July 


28 


1771 


Thomas Lendrum 


Feb. 


2 


1773 


obert Graham 


Marci 




1773 


James WJlmer 


Sepf. 


21 


1773 


Thomas Reid 


Sept. 


21 


1773 


Hamilton Bell 


Feb. 




1774 


George Miieheli 


April 


6 


1774 


William Duncan 


May 


29 


1774 


Tiiomaa Hari'iaon 


Mg. 


24 


1774 


Walter Hanson Harrison 


Aug. 


34 


1774 


lobert MoKormiek 


April 


11 


1775 




Jan. 


6 


1776 


MASSACHUSETTS. 








Wilkrd Wheeler 


Dec. 


21 


1767 


Mather Byles 
William Clark 


June 


99 


1768 


Dec. 


23 


1768 


:}ideon Bostwick 


March 


14 


1770 


Daniel Fog-g 


"■"- 


19 


1770 


MOSTSEBEATT. 








William Blair 


Sept. 


97 


11 rM 


John Symes 


Sept. 


31 


1767 


George Young 


Dec, 


28 


1775 


MOSQUITO SHORE. 








Thomiis Warren 


June 


24 


1708 


Robert Shaw 


June 


29 


1774 


Edwin Thomas 


Sept. 


n 


1747 


William McHenley 


Feb. 


S4 


1773 



Pmee George's Parish 
St. Paul's Parish 



Somerset Parish 
Stepney Parish 
St. Michael's Parish 
Trinity Parish 
Durham Parish 
St. James's Parish 



Gone to Jamaica 



St. John's & Thou 
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Barzilld Dean 
William McGilelirist 
Wiliiam Hooper 
Jerem. Learning 
Richard Mansfield 
Jonathan Coulton 
Ichabod Camp 
John Fowls 
Edward Bags . - ■ ■ 
Peter Bowers 
John Tcoutbeck 
Solomon Palmer 
Marraaduke Browne 
William McCleiiaclmn 

ard Win slow 
John Graves 
Christopher Newton 
Samnel Fiir weather 
James Scovil 
Samuel Petera 
James Greaton 
Jaiiob Bailey 
Thomas Davies 

nel Andrews 
John Beardsley 
Joshua Wingattj Week! 
Roger Viets 
William Walter 
Abraham Jarvis 
Bela Hubbard 
John Lyon 
John 'iViswell 
Richard C 
Luke Babcoek 
Samnel Parker 



NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Benjamin Lindsay 
Edwnrd Langnian 
William Fotheringlian 
James Balgyur 
Laurence Couglan 
Isaac Hunt 
Walter Prioe 



Moses Badger 
Kanna Cossit 
William Aldington 



Nov. 


■n 


1745 


Oct. 


10 


1746 


June 


10 


1747 


June 




1748 


Aug. 


11 


1748 


March 


26 


1752 


March 


26 


1752 


May 


24 


1763 


May 


24 


1752 


Mai'ch 


18 


1753 


May 


7 


1754 


Oct. 


20 


1754 


Jan. 


29 


1755 


March 


31 


1756 


March 




1765 


June 


4 


1765 


inly 


28 


1756 


-March 


25 


1766 


April 


4 


1769 


Aug. 


25 


1769 


Jan 


28 


1760 


March 


17 


1761 


Oct. 




1761 


Oct 


26 


1761 


OcL 


26 


1763 


April 


17 


1763 


Apwl 


n 


1764 


Feb. 


28 


1764 


Feb. 


2S 


1764 


Feb. 




1764 


June 




1766 


Feb. 


11 


1767 


Feb. 


27 


1770 


Feb. 


2 


1770 


Feb. 


28 


1774 


Match 


3fl 


1751 


Jan. 


10 


1762 


June 




1762 


June 


29 


1764 


April 


26 


1766 


March 


4 


1777 


SLircl) 


32 


1784 


Feb, 


33 


1767 


March 


27 


1773 


June 


11 


1776 



Dead 
Dead 
Dead 
Dead 
Dead 
Dead 



In England 
Dead 
Nova Scotia 



Nova Suotia 
Ejected himself 



Dead 
Dead 
Dead 

Removed 

Trinity Bay. Never w 

SI. John's Pariah 
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NEW JEfiSEY 

Thomas Thompson 
Thomas Wood 
George Craig 
Samuel Cooke 
Thoa Bradbury Chandiei 
Samuel Seabury 
Robert McKean 
Andrew Moreton 
Agur Tread well 
LeOJiai'd Cutting 
Nathauiel Evans 
Jonathan (Mell 
George Spencer 
Abraham Beach 
William Frazer 
William Ayrea 
David Griffith 
Robert Black well 
Samuel Tingley 
Uza) Ogden 



Robert Carter 

HEW YORK, 

Joseph lansson 
Samuel Auobmuty 
Epenetus Townsend 
Joshua Bloomer 
William Andrews 
John Stewart 
Johu Doty 
Johu Vardill 
John Ogilvie 

n Johnson 
John Mi leer 
Harry Munn 
Ephraim Avery 
John Bowden 
Bonjamin Moore 
Jas Sayre 
William Stanford 

3 Lambert Mooi* 



William Tutty 
William Anwyl 
Peter Christian Burger 
John Breyntow 



March 


25 


1745 


Sept, 




1749 


Sept. 


1 


1750 


June 




1751 


Aug. 


SO 


1751 


Dec. 


23 


1763 


April 


36 


1757 


March 


n 


1760 


April 


30 


1762 


Dec. 


21 


1763 


Sept. 


22 


1766 


Jan. 


19 


1767 


Jan. 


19 


1767 


June 


14 


1767 


Dec. 


21 


1767 


Dec. 


21 


1767 


Aug. 


19 


1770 


June 


n 


1772 


March 


8 


1773 


Sept. 


21 


1773 


Sept. 


23 


1749 


June 


10 


1745 


July 


20 


1747 


De^. 


21 


1767 


Feb. 


28 


1769 


June 


10 


1770 


Aug. 


19 


1770 


Jan 




1771 


April 


6 


1774 


June 


30 


1749 


March 


25 


17S6 


Feb. 


25 


1761 


Feb. 


11 


1765 


June 




1765 


May 


39 


1774 


June 




1774 


Sept. 


21 


1774 


July 


8 


1775 


Sept. 


21 


1781 


April 


n 


1749 


April 


37 


1749 


Jan. 


1.5 


1753 


April 




1752 



Gloucester County. Dismissed 
St. John's in Elizabeth Town. > 
Removed to Maryland. | 
Sussex County 



Dead 

Dead 

Dead 

Come to England 

Dead 

Shenesboro'. Refused it 

Charlotte, &c. Preeincla 

Fi'edericltsburgh Preciuct 

Albany, Mosq. Shore 

Islip, in Suffolk Coantj 



Dead 
Dead, 
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Joseph Bennet 


March 


10 


1762 




Pnulus Byrzeliua 


Feb. 


35 


1767 




James Adam de Martel 


July 




1767 




John Eagleson 


March 


33 


1768 




Peter de la Roche 


March 


11 


1771 




William Ellis 


Feb. 


38 


1774 


Annapolis and Granville. Re- 


Nathaniel Fiaher 


Sept. 


35 


1777 


moved to Boston. 


PENKsyLVAHIA. 










Philip Reading 


April 


7 


1746 


Bead 


William Sturgeon 


June 


20 


1747 


Dead 


Hugh Neill 


March 


36 


1760 


Dead 


William StnitJi 


Dee. 


23 


1753 




Thomaa Barton 


Jan. 


29 


1755 


Dead 


Anron CieveJand 


July 


38 


175S 




Charles Inglis 


Dec. 


2-1 


1758 


Went to New York 


Jacob Duch6 


March 


11 


1759 




William Thompson 


Dec. 


33 


1759 


In England 


Alex. Murray 




7 


1762 




Jaooh Duehe 


Sept. 


12 


1763 


St. Paul's, Philadelphia 


Ricliard Peters 


Sept. 


16 


176S 


Christ Chh. & St. Peter's, Phil 


Samuel Giles 


Deo. 




1765 




Hugh Wilson 


Dee. 


33 


1765 




John Andrews 


Feb. 


19 


1767 


Went to Maryland 


Samuel Magaw 


Feb. 


19 


1767 


ais 3 Church in Philadelphia 


Walter Chapman 


July 


7 


1768 


Did not go 


Thomas Cnombe 


Oct. 


n 


1771 




William White 


April 


35 


1773 




Bernard Page 


Aug. 


2-1 


1772 


Wyoming Parish 


Praugott Fred. Tiling 


Aug. 


34 


1773 


Junietta 


William Stringer 


March 


8 


1773 


St. Paul's, Philadelphia 


Thomas Hopkinson 


Sept. 


24 


1773 






Aug. 


24 


1774 


Mispillion and St. Paul's 


qUEBEC. 










Lewis Guerry 


April 


11 


1775 




RHODE ISLAND. 










Thomas Pollen 


Feb, 


9 


1754 


Dead 


George Bissett 


May 


6 


1767 




John Stephen 


Sept. 


30 


1764 




John Trotter 


Dec. 


22 


1768 




VIEGWU. 










John Robertson 


Jan. 


21 


1745 




Alexander Campbell 
William Yates 


Jan. 
April 


21 

1 


1745 
1745 


Dead 
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iDgton 



Alexander White 
William Proctor 
William Colea 
William Webb " 
Joseph Simpson 
John Hind man 
William Stuart 
Eobert Dickson 
Mnsgi'nve Dawson 
Robert InneB 
Isaac Campbell 
Thomas Warr 
Roscow Cole 
John Smelt 
John Dixon 
Aluxandei" Cruden 
John Andrews 
Riuhai'd Locke 
Archibald Spencer 
William Douglass 
Robert McLanrin 
Adam Menzies 
James Fowlis 
Peter Davis 
John Ramsay 
Miles S el den 
John Niviaon 
Jo»epb Bewaker 
John Bnimskill 
Thomas Smith 
John Agnew 
Thomas Wilkinson 
James Pasteur 
Thomas Davis 
James Garden 
James Craig 
Joseph Davenport 
James Mauiy 
William Meldrum 
Riee Hove 
Gronow Owen 
Jacob Rowe 
Robert Read 
Isaac William Gibeme 
James Craig 
John Brand er 
Andrew Burnaby 
Alexander Rhonnald 
Patrick Lunen 
Joseph Collinson 
Thomas Price . 
Richard Hewitt 
James Semple 
Arch. McRobert 
James Horroeki 



June 


10 


1745 


Jnly 


1 


1745 


Feb. 




1748 


March 


16 


1746 


June 




1746 


Sept. 


32 


1746 


Sept. 


36 


1746 


Oct. 




1746 


Feb. 


1 


1747 


July 


6 


1747 


July 


6 


1747 


Sopt. 


31 


1747 


Jan. 


19 


1748 


March 




1748 




4 


1748 


Mafoh 


14 


1749 


April 
5% 


n 


1749 


13 


1749 


Aug. 


30 


1749 


Sept. 


34 


1749 


Auff. 


34 


1750 


Dec. 




1760 


Deo. 


38 


1750 




11 


1751 


July 


13 


1751 


Jan. 


15 


1752 


Feb. 


35 


1753 


March 


3 


1762 


ir 


29 


1752 


3 


1753 


June 


17 


1753 


July 




1763 


Dec 


33 


1753 


Sept. 


33 


1754 


Sept. 


22 


1754 


March 


31 


1765 


Oct 


12 


1755 


Dee. 


31 


1766 


June 


13 


1756 


Dec. 


21 


1756 


Oct. 




1757 


Feb. 


13 


175S 


April 


lU 


1758 


Sept. 


30 


I75S 


Sept. 


30 


1758 


March 


11 


1769 


April 


1 


1759 


Aug. 


35 


1759 


Dec. 


23 


1759 


Dee. 


33 


1769 


Dec. 


23 


1759 


Sept, 


30 


1760 


S: 


30 


1760 


25 


1761 


Nov. 


5 


1761 



Dead 
Dead 
Dead 
Dead 
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William West 

liU'd Watson 
Jonathan Boucher 
Archibald Dick 
Devereux Jarratt 
Richard Collinaon 
William Buck ham 
Jamea Maury Fontaine 
John Lyth 
Henry Skyring 
John Mnthewa 
John Wisliart 
Walter Jameson 
Robert Reniwy 
Thomas Lendrum 
Townsend Diide 
Charles Mynn ThrUBton 
Christopher Mackae 
George Goldie 
William Huhard 
Thomaa Floyd 
Josiah Johnson 
William HalyburtoD 
Benjamin Sebastian 
Leo Massey 
James Stuait 
Aruh, AveQ 
William Bland 
Thomaa Martin 
Tliomas Lnndie 
William Coutts 
Samuel Clu^ 
Arthur Hamilton 
Walter Macgowan 
Robert Yancey 
William Agar 



Arthur Emerson 
James Thompson 
Charles Clay 
Mathew Maurey 
Thomas Baker 
Isaac Avsry 
Samuel Henley 
Alexander Lunen 
Thomas Gwatkin 
John Kynaston 
James Herdman 
William Selden 
ice Grayson 
er W»ugh 
John Win gate 
William Vere 
James Ogilvie 
Daniel Stutges 



Nov. 


24 


1761 


March 


10 


1762 


March 


26 


1763 


March 


26 


1763 


Dee. 




1762 


Dec. 




1763 


April 


17 


1763 


Ctet. 


10 




Oct. 


10 


1763 


Oct. 


10 




June 


29 


1764 


Juno 


29 


1764 


June 


29 


1764 


July 


1 


1764 


April 


3 


1765 


Aug. 


13 


1765 


Aug. 


13 


1765 


Dec. 


23 


1765 


Feb. 


25 


1766 


"4' 




1766 


9 


1766 


July 


10 


1766 


Aug. 






S,p\ 


21 


1766 


S.p.. 


2] 


1766 


It 


21 


1766 


2 


1767 


June 


24 


1767 


June 


24 


1767 


Dec. 


31 


1767 


June 


7 


1768 


June 


11 


1768 


June 


11 


1768 




24 


1768 


July 


25 


1766 


June 


21 


1768 


Sept. 


29 


1768 


Sept. 


29 


1768 


Feb. 


28 


1769 


June 


7 


1769 


Aug. 


24 


1769 


Aag. 


24 


1769 


Oct 


18 


1769 


Dec 


24 


1769 


Dec. 


24 


1769 


Jan. 


6 


1770 


Aug. 


9 


1770 


Sept. 


33 


1770 


March 


11 


1771 


May 


29 


1771 


March 


11 


1771 


Sept 


22 


1771 


Sept. 


32 


1771 


Sept. 


22 


1771 


Nov. 


11 


1771 
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Benjaroin Blagrove 
William Leigh 
Nathaniel Manning 
Robert Buchan 
John Braidfoot 
Peter Muhlenberg 
Joseph Messenger 
William Hann^ 
William Holt 
John Bracken 
Francis Wilson 
Saml. Smith McCrosky 
Rodham Keimer 
John Hyde Saunders 
Alexander Balmain 
Jesse Carter 
Robert Andrews 
William MeKenzie 
John Campbell 
John Mel^an 
Thomas Davis 
Thomas Hall 
Emanuel Jones 
Samuel Shield 
John Hurt 
John Brace 
John Leiand 
Christ. Todd 
William Gordon 
John Bnehauan 
James Madison 
John White Holt 



March 


5 


1773 


March 


16 


1772 


March 


16 


1773 


March 


16 


1772 


April 


26 


1773 


April 


25 


1772 


May 


7 


1772 


June 


U 


1772 


June 


11 


1772 


July 


6 


1772 


Aug. 


34 


1772 


Sept 


21 


1772 


Sept. 


31 


1773 


Sept. 


21 


1772 


Oct. 


11 


1772 


Oct. 


21 


1773 


Dec. 


26 


1772 




6 


1773 


June 


6 


1773 


Aug. 


1 


1773 


Sept. 


21 


1773 


April 


6 


1774 


Sept. 


21 


1774 


Dee. 


21 


1774 


Deo. 


21 


1774 


Marcl 


1 


1775 


April 


n 


1776 


April 


26 


!775 


June 


11 


1775 


Aug. 


13 


1776 


Oct. 


1 


1776 


Jane 


11 


1776 


Dec. 


28 


1777 



Elizabeth City 

Shelburne 

Hampshire 



Stafford County 
Culpepper County 
Amelia County 
Amelia County 
Drysdale Pariah 
Christ Church Parish 
Hampshire 
James City 
Cople Parish 
Southampton Parish 
Ware Parish 

Stratton Major Pariah 
Botetourt Pariah 
Norfolk Parish 
St. Martin's Parish 
St. Bride's 
Drysdale Parish 
Trinity Pariah 
Elizabeth Parish 
Wicomoeo Parish 
Brunswick Parish 

Honrieo Parish 
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A List of tite several Parishes or plates inhere Divine Service is performed 
according to the rites of the Church of Midland, m South and North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, and New 
Mngland, with an Account of the present Income belonging to each Parish, 
or place, taken from the Books of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, July 1, 1724. 



[Froi 



B Fulliam MSS.] 






I'' Sal 



$/ PI i!hps «, Charlestown.— Tliere is 
1 house and glebe ; the Rev. Mr. 
Garden the present Minister - 

Si James s Goose Creek. — A house 
and glfbe ; the Rev. Mr. Ludbin, 
Minister . - . . - 

St Andrews — A house and glebe; the 
Re? Mr Guy, Minister - 

St Gemges. — A house and glebe; the 
Rev. Mr. Varnod, Minister 

Si. John's. — A house and glebe; the 
Rev. Mr. Hunt, Minister 

St. Thomas's. — No house, two glebes, 
money allowed out of the Treasury, 
now at interest for building a house ; 
the Rev. Mr. Husell, Minister - 

St Dermics, a French Confovmiat 
Church. — No house nor globe; the 
Rev. Mr. Lsipiere, Minister 

Christ Church. — A house and glebe; 
the Rev. Mr. Pownall, Minister 

St. James's, Santee, a French Conform- 
ist Church. — A house and glebe; the 
Rev. Mr. Pouderons, Minister - 

Si. PauVs. — A glebe but no_houso ; 



Besidesconsiderable 
porquisitos for wed- 
120 aiTigs, cliriatenings, 
funerals. 



80 



Rev, Mr. Standish late^ appointed 
Muiister there .... 
St. Bartholomeio's ajid Si. Hdejfs. 
Depopulated by the Indian war ; linve 
neither Churches nor Parsonage 
houses; when they shall be supplied 
they will be allowed each 
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Is divided into several precincts or pa. 
rislies, and an allowance settled out 
of each pieeinet, by Aetof Assembly, 
of about £70 Carolina money, which 
amounts to about £15 aterlfng. A 
particular account of the state of the 
Church there ia daily expected from 
Mr, Moaley, a gentleman of that 
country. There is at present but 
one Minister, the Rev. Mr. Newnam, 
who snpplies four or five of the pa- 
rishes by turns, and is allowed by the 
Society ...--- 



N.B. — Twenty shillings this country 
money is about 153. sterling. No 
provision made in this government 
for the Church by the Assembly. 

Christ Church, in Philadelphia. — A 
handsome parsonage, and the minis- 
ter is maintained by lie voluntary 
contributions of the people ; besides 
which there is an allowance from the 
Crown of £60 sterling per annum if 
it can be recovered, which will make 
it a comfortable living'. There is 
at present no settled minister ; Uiere 
is no allowance ftom the Society. 

There is also £30 a year allowed by 
the Crown to a Schoolmaster, which, 
wiUi the encouragement he might 
meet with there, would be a hand- 
some subsistence for a Schoolmaster. 

Neu! Caslle. — There are tiree Churches 
in this county, viz., one at Newcastle, 
one at Wliiieclay Creek, and one at 
Apoquinomy, now all supplied by one 
nainister. There is an estate left to 
the Church at Newcastle forever, 
worth about £20perannnm sterling. 
The Rev. Mr. Ross ia the present 
Minister. There ia no glebe or par- 
sonage house that the Society have 
any account of. 

Chester. — There are three Churches in 
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this coiinliy, viz., one at Cliiehester, 
one at Chester, and one at Concord, 
all supplied by one minister; there 
is a valuable piece of ground given 
for a minister'a house, gai'den, and 
Other convenienciea at Chester, but 
tiie house not yet built. The Rev. 
Mr. Humphrey is the present Minis- 
ter 



1 of land, and £80, tliat 
money iias been left for tliat purpose. 
The Rev. Mr. Wayman w the pre- 
sent Minisler, who also supplies 

Rainor, a Welsh Congregation, about 
twenty-five milea distant from Os- 
ford, who are very pressing to have a 
minister reside among them, (hough 
they say they are not able to do any- 
thing ftc him. They iiave built a 
Church, but have no parsonage nor 
glebe. 

Siissex. — In this county there are three 
Churches, all supplied by one minis- 
ter. A greatnumber of people, who 
have subscribed sufficient sums to 
the minister foe support of himself 
and fLimiiy, so that he may lay by the 
Society's allowance. Tlie Rev. Mr. 
Becket is the present Minister 

Apoquinomy. — There is no glebe nor 
parsonage house, but the people have 
promisM. to provide a house for the 
minister, and to contribute to his 
maintenance according to their capa- 
bilities. There is no minister there 
at present . . . . - 

Kent County. — The Chnrch here has 
not been supplied with a settled mi- 
nister for many years past. The 
people we very desirous of an Epis- 
copal Minister, and promise to contri- 
bute accordingtotheirabilities. There 
is no glebe nor parsoni^e house. 

The Churches at Bristol, Perquihomen, 
and another new Cliurdh lately built 
in this Province, being but small 



Pensylvania 
money, and 



About £20 
Peiisylviinia 
money, and 



About £30 

money sub- 
scribed to 
the former 
00 minister. 



d by Google 



Protestant Episcopal Historical OoUcctions. 



congregations, are supplied by the 
neighbouring clergy, and tte minis- 
ters of the Sweditji oongregationa 
there, for whicli they receive some 
small allowance from the Society. 



N.B. — 20s. money of New York and of 
this Province ia about 13a. 4d. ster- 
ling. No provision ia mads in this 
Province for the Church by Act of 
Assembly. 

Burlington, — There is no house nor 

flebe. Mr. Talbot is the present 
Rnister ._.-■. 



Hopewell, Maidenhead. — Two Churches 
supplied by one minister, now va- 
cant There ia no house nor glebe, 
but Colonel Coxe lias promised to 
give one hundred acres of land to 
the Church at Maidenhead 
jSaZem. — A new congregation. There 
is no ptirsonage house nor glebe, but 
ijie people huve promised to malie a 
hanttsorae provision for their minis- 
ter, who is the Rev. Mr. Holbrook - 
Elizabeth Town. — The minister where- 
of also supplies some neighbouring 
towns. There is no house nor glebe. 
The Rev. Mr. Vaughan is the present 
Minister . - . . . 

Amioy. — The minister whereof also 
supplies Piscatoqua and Wood- 
bridge, two o^er Churches in that 
neighbourhood. There has been 
lately given to the Church at Amboy 
souB ground for a glebe and building 
a paraonage house ; and a lady has 
left by her will, for the use of the 
minister forerer, a house and land 
worth jG400 sterling. The Rev, Mr, 
Skinner is the present Minister 



New Y 
■ money. 



About £30 
per annum. 
Now York 



d by Google 



Parishes, dcJn 1724, 



i^f 



Trimly Church, in that city. — There is 
a house and gSirden, and besides the 
allowance by Act of Assembly, the 
perquisites and presents are very con. 
siderable, in no much that this living 
is computed to be worth above £200 
sterling per annum. There is no- 
thing wlowed by the Society to the 
Minister, who is Ijie Rev. Mr. Vesey. 

But the Society allow to a o^techist 
for the n^L'oes in New York (the 
Rev. Mr. Wetmore) £50 sterling per 
annum, who is also an assistant lo 
the Rev. Mr. Vesey, for which the 
people have promised to allow him 
£60 per annum, New York money - 

West Chester, to which is annexed East 
Chester, Yonkers, and the Manor of 
Pelham, all served by one Minister. 
There is a house and glebe of twenty 
three acres. The Rev, Mr. Barton is 
the present Minister . - . 

New RocheU. — A French Conformist 
Congrcfflition, part of the parish of 
West Chester aforesaid, to whose 
minister the people are rated, so that 
there is nothmg by Act of Assembly 
settled on the minister here. There 
is a house and glebe and one hundred 
acres of land let out for the benefit 
of the Minister, who is the Rev. Mr. 
Stoope ------ 

Rye. — There is a parsonage and glebe, 
tuid to this palish is annexed Maniaro- 
neck and Bedford, where the minister 
occasionally officiates. The Rev. 
Mr. Jenney is the present Minister - 

Richmond, on Staten Island, hiis a par- 
sonage house and olebe of sixty 
acres, and Mr. Dnxbnry has lately 
left to the Church there a very hand- 
some pfantation, the value of which 
has not been certified to the Society, 
The Society allowed £50 sterling 
per annum to the late Inonmbent, 
but the Governor has lately collated 
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to that living one Mr. Harriaon, who 
ia well contented without the So- 
ciety's allowance 



ca, on Long laland, the minister 
whereof supplies two other towns in 
thnt neighbourhood. There is a par- 
sonage house and glebe. The Rev. 
Mr Poyer is the present Minister - 
Hsmpslfiid, on Long Island, the minis 
ter whereof also supplies the adia- 
cent towns There la a p^rsona^e 
houae and glebe ani the Rev Mr 
Thomas is the present Minister 



t bj A t 



Stratjord. — A ng "ai n uppl 1 
by the Societj f m hm p 
Thereiaa CI h wb !d g b t 
the members u- 1 t1 m p t 
poor, and their contributions to the 
minister precarious. A gentleman 
has lately ^ven four hundred acres 
of land tor a perpetual glebe for an 
Episcopal minister there, of a consi- 
derable valne. The Rev. Mr. John- 
son is the present Minister 

There are several other congregations 
in this Government, who have con- 
formed to the Church of England, 
and are very dearous of having mi- 
nisters, particularly New Town, 
where there are thirty Communi- 
cants, and Uie Conformists being 
the mnjor part of the Town, the 
Episcopal Minister, if chose by them, 
will be entitled to a maintenance by 
the laws of the country. They have 
kid out two hundred acres of land 
for a glebe for a 



If the Society should think fit to send 
a Missionary to New Town he might 
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t»n, having also agreed to lay out a 
glebe for an Episcopal Minister. 



N.B. — No proviaion is made Ijy Act of 
Assembly for the Church in this 
Province. 

In Boston there are two Churchos, one 
called 

The King's Chapel, of which the Rev. 
Mr. Mylaa is the present Minister, 
who is supported by the voluntary 
contiibutions of the people, the 
amount whereof is not known to the 
Society, The Rev. Mr. HarriSj who 
is called the IQng's Chaplain, ia 
afternoon preacher, for which he re- 
ceives from the Crown £100 sterling, 
paid in England, and h^ one of Sir 
Leoline Jenkins's Fellowships at 
Jesus College. The Society allow 
nothing to this Chuich. 

The other, called Christ Church, lately 
built. The present Minister is the 
Rev. Dr. Ctitlef; he has an allow- 
ance from the Society, which, toge- 
ther with the voluntary contribudona 
of the people, is a comfortable msdn- 
tenance for him and his family - 

NeTcbjiry. — There ia no house nor 

flebe yet provided, but the people, 
y voluntary contribniions, pay the 
minister as much or more than the 
usual rate was, foe the maintenance 
of a dissenting teacher, besides which 
he has £60. The Rev. Mr. Plant pre- 
sent Minister . - - - - 

MaTblehead. — There is no house nor 
globe; the volunlary contributions 
very precarious. The Rev. Mr. 
Mossom, Minister - . . - 

Bristol. — A new settled Church, built 
by voluntary anbscfiptions, and the 
people have promised to contribute 
to the utmost of their ability towards 
I the maintenance of their minister. 
There ia no house nor glebe. The 
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Names of Ihe Falishea and PUoea. 
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Rev. Mr. Ussher is the present Mi- 
nister 
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Providence. — A new Church, likev 
built by YoJuntacy subscriptions. 
There is no house nor glebe, but the 
people have promised to assist the 
minisfcr by voluntary contributions 
to the utmost of their power. The 
Rev, Mr. Pigot is the present Minis- 



JVeMort, on Rhode Island, the a 

whereof ooeaaionally officiates at 
Tiverton, Swanaey, and Little Comp- 
ton. There is bo house nor glebe. 
The Rev. Mr. Honeyman is the pre- 
sent Minister - - - - - 

Narraganset, in the Colony of Rhode 
Island, the minister whereof also oe- 
caaionally officiates at Tiverton, 
Swansey, and LittlB Compton in 
conjunction with Mr. Honeyman. 
There is no parsonage house, but 
some lands laid out for tiie ministry 
in general, which the present minis- 
ter, the Rev. Mr. Macsparren, w en- 
deavouring to recoTei' out of private 
hands, who have gotten possession 
thereof. The people have promised 
to contribute handsomely towards his 
maintenance, and to provide hun a 

I house - 



60 00 



70 00 
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u the Lambeth MSS.I 



" HOKOUEED GENTTtEMKN : 

" I hope a single eye to God's glory, inciines me to trouble 
you with this. I tape been now through the greatest part of America, and 
have had an opportunity of seeing the state of the Church -of England. I 
think it is at a very low ebb, and will in all probability be much worse, nay, 
at last dwindled into nothing, unless care be t^en to send over Misaionaiies 
that are better qualified for the pastoral office. It is too evident that most of 
them are corrupt in their principles and immoral in their praeticea, and 
many of them such as could not stand their Trials amongst the IHssenters, 
or were discarded by them for their prolanenesa and iiTegularitiea. Our 
Church seems fo be fheir last refuge, so tliat it is almost become a saying, that 
anything will make a Church Parson. None but those who are here present 
can t«ll into what contempt our Chm-ch is brought. The accounts ^ven in 
to the Society by the Missionaries are the subject of common ridicule. I 
read some of them lately. I was ashamed to see how the nation was 
imposed on, and therefore thought it my duty to inform you of it. But 
perhaps I have said too much already however. I have delivered my sotd. 
I write out of the simpUcity of my heart. I leave the consequences to God, 
■for the stones would cry out ag^nst me if I did not ape^ If you had a 
mind only to estabhsh the form of religion, sending such ungodly despicable 
Mnisters would render even that ineffectual ; for mough the Dissenters have 
lost much of the power of Qodhness, yet they have enough left to shame us. 
I speak not this out of prejudice or resentment, for I am as much opposed 
by their as our own Carnal Clergy, but I do it to prevent your being imposed 
on for the future, and to entreat you, if you would not have our tottering 
Ark fall quite down, that you would not employ such unhallowed bands to 
keep it up ; they will meet with a Curse instead of a Blessing. 

" Honoured Gentlemen, 

" Your very humble servant, 
■■ " Georoe Whitepieu)." 



" Chartetliouse, June 27th, 1741. 
" Mi' Lord ; 

"Mr. Wlnteficld hath wrote three letters about the Mis- 
sionaries, but the Society would not answer them, the two first directed to the 
Secretary, and the last directed immediately to the Society, which is so 
extraordinary an one, that I thought it proper to transmit a Copy to your 



d by Google 



130 Protestant Episcopal Historical Collections. 

Lordsiip. Tlie stroke under ungodly despicable, is ia the ori^nal, though 
there are several of them, I will venture to affii-m, as worthy as, and I am 
sure, much more regular than himself. His fiist letter was levelled chiefly 
against Mr. Arnold, who had debated with him in Print, and the single fact 
charged by Mr. Whitefield on Mv. Arnold is this, in Mr. Whitefield's own 
words : ' He hath boiTowed four or five pounds from one Owen Owens, an d 
said that Mr. Cummius would pay it; when the man applyed to Mr. 
Cummins, he said he knew nothing ot the matter, but rather than have Mr. 
Arnold exposed, he paid the sum for Hm. This is to be attested by numbers 
of witnesses, and Mr. Frame, Brotber-in-Law to Mr, Proprietary Pen, told 
me yesterday the Gtovernor informed him how he had been chiding Mr. 
Cummins for not suffering him to be pmsued and apprehended.' I wrote 
upon this to Mr. Cummins, the Commissaiy of Philadelphia, whose answer is 
this : ' As to that silly story which you tell me Mu. Whitefield wrote against 
Ml-. Arnold, 'tis true his giddy admirers made a noise with it here, but with- 
out any just grounds, for Mr. Ai'nold, the night before ho left this place, 
asked me to lend bim £5. 1 told him I could not tell if 1 had so much at that 
time in the house, but desired Hm to breakfest with me next moimng and I 
could then give him an aiBwer. He was obliged, it seems, to set out very 
early, and having borrowed the money of Owen Owens gave him a letter 
to me, desiring I would pay that sum, and promising t* remit it me in 
a little time from New York. "When Owen came demanding his money 
that morning, after asking him a few questions, I found, though I pro- 
mised to see him paid, he was ready, and I doubt not, instigated by 
"Whitefield's votaries, to follow after and arrest Mr. Arnold because he had 
dared to contradict their oracle. I therefore directly paid him lie money, 
and Mr, Arnold soon after veiy honestly and witkout my asking sent me 
payment of it fi'om New York, I shewed your letter to Mr, Frame, the 
Proprietor's Brother-in-Law, before some Gentlemen ; be affirmed what related 
to tim is false.' I may perhaps have tjred your Lordship, but have mentioned 
these things as they may afford some little light to Mr. Whitefield's full 
thoughts about the Missionaries, and if I can be any way serviceable. 
" I am, my Lord, 

" Yom' most obedient and 
" Most humble servant, 

" Philip Bbarohoft," 



Letter from Mr. Whitefield to the Bishop of Oxford. 

" On board the Mary and Ann, bound from ) 
London to Sootland, July 28th, 1741. ) 
" Mt Lord : 

" Want of leisure not respect has been the occasion of my 
not sending your Lordship my letter, which I promised some time ago. 
Being now on board on vay way to Scotland, 1 have time to write my 
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e freely. I would firet then observe to your Lordship tliat you 
have too good an opinion of the Misaonaries in general that we employed by 
the honourable Sooiety. Tour Lordship says, p. 31, 'tbat it hath been pre- 
tended indeed that immoral and negligent men ai'e employed as MisMonanea.' 
This can be too easily proved. I could mention several instances. Whedier 
this be from want of care I will not take, upon me to determine, but that it 
fiequentlv and commonly happens is certwn. I have lately recHved a letter 
from Jonathan Belcher, Esq., late Governor of New England, wherein he 
writes thus ; ' It is now about tbicty-seven yeare ^o that I dined with the 
late Dr. Compton, then Bishop of London, at his Palace at Fulham, and 
there were several Bishops and other dignified Cletgy at Table ; and knowing 
me to be a young gentleman oE Literest and Rgure in my Country, they 
urged me much to conform to their Church, and asked me bow the Church of 
England got forward in New England. I told their Lordships that they were 
greatiy deceived in what money was sent hither in that service, for tliat the 
general rise of the Church in New England was from dissolute livers, audi as 
quan'elled with their Ministers, but that it was " Rara Avis in terris" for 
any man to go over to the Church, from a principle of reli^on and consdence, 
oi- to improve himself in a pious, serious life ; and this really. Sir,' adds this 
worthy gentleman, ' is the case of this country at this day.' I hope this will 
have- more weight with your Lordship, as coming fi;om a gentleman without 
my knowing anything of it, a gentleman also of figure and good report, and 
who declares himself unprejudiced in another part of his letter. For speak- 
ing of a particular thing, he writes thus ; 'Not that I have any squeamish 
pr^udiees agsunst that excellent Church' (meaning the Church of !^gland), 
^although I have been born and bred a Di^enter ; and pray what do we 
differ in doctrine ! Would they preach and hve their articles, there would 
be a more general coalition among them and the Di^enters.' And then he 
afterwards says : ' fVom long obseiTation I find no persons going off fi'om 
our Church to that of the Qiurch of England, who thereby become more 
vitally pious. If I found they did, I ahoi3d, I hope irom a wise and judi- 
<3ons choice, immediately conform.' Thus tai the worthy Governor Belcher, 
and indeed, my Lord, this is too trae. Those at a distmice cannot well 
■conceive how contemptible our Church is abroad, and that owing to the 
unworthy, immoral, and negUgent lives of the generality of the Missionaries, 
several of which have come over to us, because tbey could not stand tryid 
among the Dissenters, or had hved too loosely among them. Your Lordship 
is plesaed to say, p. 32, 'That the most earnest requests, the most solemn 
adjurations are sent, that all who can would give any useful intelligence 
relating to them.' This is certainly light and good, but I fear your Lordship 
hath been nusinformed if your Lordship was told that great r^ard is 
always paid to such intelligence, for I myself have sent over two letters to 
the Honourable Society for this purpc«e, and no regard has been paid to them. 
If your Lordship pleases I will send you copies of them both. I could not 
but further observe in looking over the hst of the Missionaries, that there are 
no less than twenty employed in preaching and teaching school in the 
Province of New England (where certainly the Gospel is preached with 

greater purity than at home), and but two settled Mssionaries in all North 
arolina, and one of those, viz., Mr. Garzia, can scarce speak English. Does 
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Dot tliis look too much Kke making a party of I'eligion ? I have a letter now 
hy me somewhere amongst my papers, wrote by Dr. Mather to the late Lord 
Chancellor King, in which he gives sad proofe of the immorality of our 
Miaaionaties, and also complains of this seeming pai'liality. If the people of 
New EngWd impose taxes on the Membere of the Church of England, 
whilst othera ai'c exempt, it is certainly wrong, But as the first settlers went 
over there fo worahip God in their own way, Independency I think may 
well he reckoned the Estahhshed Worship there as well as Presbytery the 
Established Worship in Scotland: and surely it would more answer the 
dedgn of the Institution of the Honourable Society to send Missionaries to 
NoiSi Carohna, where there ase inhabitants enough and nobody to teach 
fhem, than to New England, where they have a Minister of theh own every 
five or ten miles. Your Lordship, I am persuaded, is more noble than to be 
offended with this plainness of speecL The Searcher of Hearts knows ft'om 
what principle I wiif«. Your Lordship is pleased to say, page 31st, 'that 
exact accounts are required fi-om the Missionaries twice a year.' And when 
they are brought in, what accounts do they generally ^ve ! That they have 
baptized so many, and had so many Communicants. A poor account tbis, 
and in other respects bo very bad, that when I was last at Philadelphia, many 
that were really Priends of the Church upon reading the accounts were 
ashamed to see how the Honourable Society was imposed on by the account 
of the pious labours of the Missionaries. Indeed your liOrdahip says, page 
nth, and I doubt not your Lordship was informed so, 'that multitudes of 
N^oes and LidiaiB have been brought over to the Christian Faith.' This, 
for all that I know to the contrary may be matter of feet. I pray Cod it may 
be found true at the great day ; but your Lordship says, page 9, ' the success 
of one of the Calechists has been so great in the Plantation belonging to the 
Society, that out of two hundred and thirty, at least seventy are now behevera 
in Christ.' I should be glad to know what Plantation your Lordship means : 
that seventy may have learned to repeat their Creed, the Lord's Pi'ayer, and 
Ten Commandments in the Vulgar Tongue, and been baptised, is probable 
enough. But that seventy are now hehevers in Christ, I cannot help ques- 
tioning. I fear your Lord^ip hath been misinformed; and now I am men- 
tioning the N^'oea, I beg leave to object against the method lately proposed 
for their Converaion, especially in the Province of Carolina, where the 
Covemors are so exceedingly jealous over any that shall undertake publicly 
to teach them. I beheve it will be a work of a long time to find out two or 
thi'ee young Negroes, and to instruct them so as to qualify them to instruct 
others. Brides, few, I beheve, will subtoit to be taught by a young Negro. 
I ijuestion whether the Assembly will permit a slave to learn to write. And, 
after all, this way of converting them will only be teaching them to write and 
read. These are good things, but without setting over them truly pious 
people, that may have more authority over them than any young negi'oes 
whatsoever, and may lead them to a knowledge of themselves and God ; 
however good the intention of the Honourable Society may be, I fear their 
good intention will prove abortive and of none efiect. Pensylvania, ia my 
opinion, is &r preferable to Carohna for the insti'uetion of the Negroes. The 
Quakers, however blameable in other respects, are certainly praiseworthy in 
this : I mean their lenity to their poor slaves. Your Lordship is pleased to 
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ui^ these people's forbidding to assist his Majesty (whom I traly love and 
honour), as one reason why Missionaries shoiild be sent over to instruct the 
people in better principles. But at the same time, your Lordship takes notice 
of many other pernicious en'ora that took early root in the Provmces abroad, 
that are not yet extirpated, and perhaps in part newly revived; some 
dissolving Uta obligations of moral duties ; some destroying the inward peace 
of every pious and good person, and making life gloomy and uncomfortable ; 
some leading men to ascribe every folly or wi^edness that possesses the 
fency to Divine inspiration; some inconsistent with our present hapjiy 
establishment. All tiiese, my Lord, are errors, and, as your Lordship hatit 
been pleased so particularly to mention the Quakere, would it not have been 
right in your Lordship to have pointed out the others also who are thus 
erroneous, that people might the better beware of and so avoid them. I 
suppose your Lordship has been informed of the persons that broach such 
errors, otherwise I suppose your Lordship would not have mentioned them ; 
and if so, I would humbly submit it to your Lordship's judgment, whether 
you are not bound in conscience to write to them or plainly name them, that 
they may either clear themselves or take shame for holding and preaching 
things conti'ary to the Gospel of the ever-blessed Jesus. Thus, my Lord, I 
have fi'eely wrote to your Lordship what was upon my heail, I think I have 
no sinister end in view ; I think I write purely out of a zeal for God, and the 
good of souls. I heai'tily pi-ay for the coming of Christ's Kingdom, and 
would therefore wilhngly have all things taken out of the way that may 
obstruct its progress. I am persuaded your Lordship would not wilfully 
continue in any error, nor be above receiving information irom the meanest 
servant of Jesus Christ This persuasion encouraged me to write to your 
Lordship, You may depend on it, my Lord, that I shall not mention what I 
have wrote, and if your Lordship is so condescending as to send me a hue by 
way of answer, it shall be kgjt quite secret by, 
" My Loi-d, 

" Tour Lordship's dutiful 
" Son and Servant, 

" Geoboe Whitefiblb. 

"P. S. I hope to be in London in about six weeks. If your Lordship 
pleases to direct a letter to me, aa before, it wiU come to hand. The Lord be 
with your spirit." 



Letter from the Lord Bishop of Oxford to Mr. Whitefield. 

" Cuddeaden, September 17th, 1741. 
' "Sm: 

" It being now about the time that you proposed to be in 
London, I send this to return you thanks for your last letter. I am not 
sufficiently acqumnted with Governor Belcher's character to know how fer hia 
account of his own impartiahty may be rehed on. We often deceive ourselves 
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in that matter, and all sects of Christiana are too apt to think hardly of those 
who are not of their own Chweh, and especially fiose who leave it; and s& 
there is but too much iwim for all parties to reproach one another with want 
of inwai'd relimon, very well meaning peisona may mistake in making 
comparisons. To his t^fimony you add your own, and I believe you speak 
as TOTi think. But you must permit me to say, and I do it with sincere good 
will to you, that I am persuaded you are mudi too sevei'e in what you have 
printed concerning your Brethren of the Clergy in this Nation, and therefore 
you may have been too severe in what you have written concerning those 
abroad, especially as I find that many aceounta different ft'om yours are sent 
to the Society, concerning their Missionaries, by persons in all appearance 
well deserving credit. Still what you aid the Governor have said, may and 
I hope will give occasion for stricter enquiries, but you cannot think it rea- 
sonable that we should pay regard to your aecounta only. I have seen one, 
if not both your letters to the Society. They consist, as I remember, of 
generd Charges, without mentioning any pai'ticular, and therefore all that 
can be done upon them is to enquire. Tour objection against the number of 
Missionaries in New England I have endeavoured to miswer in my Sermon, 
and if they can be proportioned better, I wish they were. But I have always 
understood that the reason of there being only two in !North Carolina, was 
the bad reception of those who were sent, of which you may read very 
discour^ng accounts in Hump^y's History of the Proceedings of the 
Society, and the difficulty of finding Persons to undertake that Mission; 
which difSculty I suppose must have been the reason of sending a Pei'son 
not sufficiently acquainted, by your account, for I know not the feet, with 
our language. I believe the accounts of the Missionaries are as regularly 
sent to the Society as can be expected from that distance, or proper notice 
taken of the neglect They may indeed, and frequentlj, if not constantly, do 
give further accounts than of their Baptisms and thetf Communions; which 
however are such marks of Christian profession as deserve to be pMticularly 
mentioned ; nor do the accounts which we publish by any means consist of 
these only. But it may be very improper for us to print everything which it 
may be proper for them to write. If any part of their information which 
we print is felse, we designedly put it. in the power of all abroad who are 
reaBy Friends of our Church or of Religion, to prevent our being imposed on 
by it, and if they will not, the blame is not ouk ; for making these things 
the subject of their discourae instead of informing us, is only doing haim. 
But I hope all good peraons will consider how very licentious common 
discourse upon such subjects usually is, and will therefore examine carefully 
before they take up accusations. The only Plantation belonging to the 
Society, I mean as thrir Property, is in Barbadoes, and when I say that 
seventy of the N^oes there are believers in Christ, I use that expression as 
I apprehend it is commonly used in speaking of Countries where different 
religions are professed, to signify that so many profees themselves Christians. 
I do not see reason to suspect their being hypocrites in that profession, and I 
hope their feith- -produces good fruits. The method lately proposed for 
instructing Negroes continues to appeal' to me very promiang, at least highly 
fit to he tried. There is a prospect that the young Negroes designed for 
teachers will, by the blessing of God on their education, become truly pious, 
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as well as qualified in other respects, Tlie disadvantage of their youth will 
be lessening eveiy day, and they will gain authority \>j d^rees if they are 
duly supported. It is not that I know o^ proposed that their scholara should 
leam to write, and I do not at aU understand why yon say that this method 
will he only teaching them to write and read. Whether Pengylvania is 
preferable to Carolina for Instmcfjon of the Negroes I know not, but wish it 
were tried every way. What errors took early root in our Colonies, and ai'e 
not yet extirpated, you may see in Humphrey's, and as I have only spokea 
doubtfully conceraing the revival of any of them, and that not upon any 
intelligence communicated particulaily to me, but from such accounts as ho 
before the Society, I do not apprehend myself obliged to go further than I 
have done in this matter. I have accused no peison, nor designed to make 
any person otherwise thought of tian he was before. If I have given 
occasion to any one to ask himself whether he is blamable or not, I have 
only put him upon doing what we all ought to do more frequently, and God 
gi-ant we may do it, to his Glory and our own Good. 
" I am. Sir, 

" Your loving Brother 
"And Servant, 

"Thomas Oxfoud." 
" Mr. Whiteficld." 
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EFFORTS 
THE EPISCOPATE 

BEFORE THE REVOLUITON. 
BY FRANCIS 1. HAWKS. 



Thb following article was published some twenty yeara ago in a then 
existing Church periodical of hut limited drculatdon, and has probahly fallen 
under the eye of comparatively few of the members of the Society. As time 
and care were bestowed in the oolleetion of facte necessary in its prepai'ation, 
the Publishing Commitfae have thought it worth reprinting, and have there- 
fore obtained the consent of the author, who is one of their number, to 
preserve it in the pages of tiie Society's collections : — 

Among a body of Christians, in whose system of ecclesiastical government 
episcopacy held a conspicuous place, it would follow, of conrae, that efforts 
wonld not be wanting to obtain an officer so essential as is a Bishop. Henc«, 
at a very early period, the subject of an American Episcopate seems to have 
occupied the oiinds of Episcopalians, both in the eoloniea and in the mother 
country. 

The Bishop of London, "by customaiy usage (which seems to have taken 
its rise from accidental connexion"*), exercised spiritual jurisdiction in the 
plantations, from a period commencing soon after the settlement of Vii^nia ; 
and to him was confided tlie supervision of a diocese, which it was neither 
expected or required that he should ever see.f 

* Archbishop Drummon^s paper upon the present stale of ihe Church of England in 
Ihe colonies, drawn np in June, 1764. — MS3. of Gon. Conventioo. 

t There is some difficulty in tracing aatisiactorOy the origin and progress of the 
" seoidanlal eonneiion" of the Bishop of London with the church in the American 
colonies. The beat aooount wlfloh we can furnish on this subject is the following : — 

The firat royal grant made of lands in America was by King James I. in the year 
1606, to what was then termed the second Virginia Company; and pursnant to the 
proviaons of this grant, it was ordered that " the tme word of God ahoold be preached, 
planted, and used, according to the riles and doctrines of the Church of England." 
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It was not long ore the ovils resulting from auoi, aa an'aiigement were 
sensibly felt in the colonies, and readily suggested themselves to the minds of 
clmrelimcn in England. Nay, the neceaaity of- a Bishop to aa Episcopal 

In 1690, the number of clergyman in Virginia was leas, by one-half, than Uie number 
of pariahee, and it was the duty of the "Virginia Council," which Bat in London, to 
aupply the deficiency. The Bi^op of London was a member of ihe couDcil, and had 
taken a deep interest in the prosperity of the plantations, having raised £1000 toward 
building a college in Virginia, The conncil, therefore, very naturally applied to him aa 
one of their body, /or Ma help in proctirmg ministers. And this is the first instance to 
be met with of the conneidon of the Bishop of London with the Church in the 

Tide was probably the origin of the jurisdiction exereiaed for many years over ths 
American church by the euecessive prelates of the see of London. This jurisdiction was 
unquestioned for a long period of lime, and of course gained strength with its age. At 
length, in 1675, the Committee of Trade and Plantations "d^wdthat inquiry be made 
touching the jurisdiction vrhich the Bishop of London hath over the foreign plantations," 
What caused the inqnuy is unknown, but no relulu was made to it. In 1679, however, 
the instructions given to Lord Culpepper, at that time appointed governor, clearly show 
that the ffishop of London was not snppoaed to have any jurisdiction, for he has nothing 
bat a mere ministerial office assigned him : the Govemor has Ihe power to prefer to eccle- 
siastical benefices in the colony, and the only notice taken of the Bishop of London Is In 
requiring of the person preferred a certificate from that prelate that the candidate is 
" conformable lo the doctrine of ihe Church of England ' 

In 1631, Sir Thomas Lynch was appointed Governor of Jamaica, and he «as 
instmcted to report to the Bishop of Londim all ministers who offitialod in the island 
without " being in due oniers." 

In 1685, the Bishop of London proposed to the Committee of Trade, that he should 
have all ecelesiaatical jurisdiction io the West Indies, except the disposttion of parishes, 
licenses for marriage, and prohate of «iUls. 

This was approved of, and the governor whs directed to give all countenance and 
encouragement to the exercise of eccleaastical jurisdiction in the island, by the Bishop 
of London, except in the particulars enumerated, as to whn,h the power was (.onlerred 

Similar mstructions were given to all the other colonial governors, and under this 
authority, Bishops Campion and Eobimon, and for a few years, Bishop Gibson, exercised 
jurisdiction in the plantations. But, in 1795, Bishop Gibian desmid more explicit 
authority and direction, and for that purpose applied by petition to the king m council 
The petition was referred to the attorney and solicitor general, who sttted ag their opinion 
that the Bishops of London had all acted by an authority which was insu^icient, and that 
the ecclesiastical jmisdiclion of the colonies did not rightfully belon" to any Bishop in 
England, and that the most proper mode of conferring o ng ise 

Stich jurisdiction visshy potent. 

A patent was accordingly granted to Dr. Gibson, bu was h m perso d 

not as Bishop of London ; his successors were not m d so h p 

expired with his lile: nor did any of his successors m tl ed 

From the first exercise of jurisdiction up to the period Bish p C p te h 

were several circumstances which had a tendency to tr gth p h th 

Bishop of London was Uie rightful dioeesan of the Am h T 6 9 

some of tiie mhabitants of Boston, who were mamb tl C h E g d 

petitioned Bishop Compton, then in the see of London hi h p btam g 

themselves the eervicta of the church. The bishop proc d ki g h 

a church should bo allowed. This application called the attention oi Dr. Campion more 
particularly to the state of the church in the colonies, and resulted in his proposing to 
various parts of America to supply them with elergymen ; and on his appUeation lo the 
king, his majesty granted a bounty of ;£20 to each minister who would go over to the 
colonies, and instructed the governors to permit none authoritatively to serve any cure of 
souls " unless he was licensed to do so by the Siskop of London." _ 
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Churcli was so obvious, and its propriety so uuquestionablo, that it soema to 
have engaged the imsolidted attentioa of oven the irreligious mouarch, 
Charles Q. And it is hut au act of justice to the prelates who auecesavely 
occupied the see of London, to remark, that among the dignitaries of the 
English church, none aeern to have been more generally anxious than were 
they to iurnish the coloniea with a bishop. We meet with no record of any 
whose lust of power was such as caused them to covet the exercise of an 
authority, whidi, while it conferred honour, imposed also a fearful responsi- 
bihty.* 

In moat of the earher efforts which were made for procuring the Episcopate 
in America, the laity seem to have co-operated with the clergy ; though in 
ihejirst step taken towards effecting the object, it does not appeal' that either 
clergy or laity in the plantations had any agency ; but in the Bnhsec[uent 
applicataona, for aevei'al years, there is abundant evidence that a bishop was 
solicited abke by all. 

The first proposal of an American Episcopate, of which we have any 
authentic record was in 1672 or the year following.!' In one of these yeara 

Another c ta whi doubllesa eoDfirmed is public opiaion tlie authority of the 

Biahop of L d was Uowing ; — Sir Leoline Jenkins, observing the wretched 

81at9 of the cs gious Instructioa, by his will (after remarking on the 

siiiLdl iiumbe g the fleets and plaulationa of the Idng) founded two new 

fellowships a C g O ord, upon condition that the fellows and their snoeeBsors 

forever, shou d k rs, and go out as chaplains m the navp when thereto 

required by the Lord Hi„h Admiral ; and in case there should be no use lor them at sea, 
then Ihey were " to be called iy ike Lord Bishop of London to go out into any of his 
majesty's foreign plantations." The selection by (he testator of the Bishop of London to 
make the call was probably founded on the opinion, then prevalent, that the sfiiritual care 
of the plantations belonged to that prelate. 

In 1101, the charter of " the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts" was obtained ; and by this society, missionaries were famished to all the colonies 
except Maryland andjVirginia, up to the period of the American revolution. But, as 
all the clergymen who had come over prior to 1701, bad been licensed by the Bishop of 
London, the practice continued after the society was established, and the missionaries 
always oonsideied that prelate as their dioeesan. For the statements in this note, see 
Bishop Sherlw!k'» memorial to the king in council, presented in February, 1749-50 ; Dr. 
KenneU's account of the society; Sumpkrey't History of the Soeiaty ; and Bishop 
Gibson's peiUkia and commission, among the MSS. of the General Convention. 

* We find ono of the English prelates using the following langnago on tiiis subject : 
" No one who has aoy experience or sense of these things [the duties of a bishop] can 
ever say that the Bishop of London could at any time take a competent care of the 
plantations as a bishop ; nor did the ablest prelate that ever filled that see ever think that 
he could, or over wish to continne in so irksome and fruitless an office."— Thoughts upon 
the present slate of the Church of England in America, by Archbishop Srumniond — 
MSS. of Gen. Convention. 

Again, another thus expresses himself: " I am very sensible (and in this I speak Iho 
sentiments of my brethren) that nothing can mote efleotually contribute to the happy and 
prosperous state of the colonies, in a civil as well as a religious view, than the appoint- 
ment of resident bishops. A bishop of London, however inclined to do his duty, is too 
sensible of the importance of the charge which long usage and custom has committed lo 
him, and too conscious of the little sei'vice he can do to a clergy at this distance from 
him, not to feel very anxiously the necessity of a more immediate inspection and 
government." — Original letter from the Bishop of London to the clergy of Connecticut, 
February 18, I7S5— Johns. MSS. 

t A letter of 1£62, sent from England la Massachusetts, would seem to show that a. 
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a resolution was taken by the king {Charles 11.) in coundl to send a bishop 
to Virginia, aud tbe individual was actually selected on whom the proposed 
tonoiMr should be conferred. Dr. Alexander Murray, who had been the 
companion of the king in hia travels, was tie person nominated to be the firat 
bishop in America ; and a draught of letters patent was prepared, whidt 
Bisliop Gibson in 1723 stated, was then extant among the records of the see 
of London.* 

Of the causes which led to the fitilure of the intended design, it is not 
possible at this distance of time to speak with certainty. In the manuscript 
aheady referred to, it is suggested by Bishop Gih&ort fliat the plan was 
defeated because " the endowment was to be out of the public customs." In 
an extract from a letter written by Dr. Murray himselfif a different, and 
probably more correct reason is assigned. In October, 1673, the plan of 
establishment for the bishop was referred to the then Bishop of London (Dr. 
Complon), and the Lord Keeper (Sir Orlando Bridgvum) ; and very soon 
after, through the inatrumenttdity of the celebrated ministry, known as the 
Cabal, Sir Orlando Bridgman was displaced before an opportunity bad been 
afforded him of reporting on the proposed establialmient ; and the subject 
was not ag£un resumed. 

The next mention which we find made of an American Episcopate is in 
the abati'act of the proceedings of the Society for Prop^aling the Gospel, in 
the year 1703. It is there said that the sodety had received " addresses 
from divers parts of the continent, and islands adjacent, for a suffr^an, to 
visit the several churches ; ordain some, eonfii-m others, and bless all." 

Indeed, about this period, the pressing want of a bishop seems to have 
been very sensibly felt^ and the appUcations to the society appear to have 
been us^ed with an almost importunate fi'cquency. They received a respects 
ful hearing, and at length a committee prepai'ed a statement of facts, enatJed 
" the case of suffragan bishops for foreign parts briefly proposed," which was 
submitted to the queen's attorney-general for his opinion.^ 

bishop vtas appointed in that year. Its language is ; " There waa a General Govetnor, 
nod a Major- General chosen, and o Bishop with a suffragan, but Mr. Norton writes that 
they are not yet out of hopes to prevent it." See Huichineon'e History of MassacliU' 
aeils, vol. i. p. S35, note. There is no evidence which throws light on this appomlmeni, 
if it ever waa made. It is periiaps not improbable, that in transcribing, a mistake may 
have been made in the year ; 166S having been written for 1673. 

* Bishop Gibioj^e letter and memorial on sending bishops to the English plantations 
abroad. MSS. of Gan. Convention. 

Address from tlie clergy of New York and Now Jersey to the Episcopalians in 
Virginia, p. 11. 

t Chandler's Appeal further defended, p. 148. 

J Dr. Kenncti'e account of the Society, published at London in 1706, but without the 
author's name. By the beneiieence of many individuals, a fund for the support of a 
bishop in America had been gradually accumulating, and it is probable, that had one been 
appointed, the colonists would have been entirely relieved from the burthen of his 
maintenance. It deserves too to be remembered, that the larger portion of this iund was 
contributed by gentlemen who were themselves in the episcopal office ; among whom 
Bishop Butler, of Durham, holds a conspicuous place. Indeed, such was the anxiety of 
the English prelates on the subject, that it was said the Bishop of London, in 1745, 
" ofiered to the king and council, on condition that an American bishop might be seat 
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T!ie plan was not, however, brought tfl a speedy conclusion, for in 1710 
we find the sodety alluding to the want of a bishop in America, staling that 
the subject is yet under the conaideration of the society, and informing the 
public that they were eadeayouring to find a commodious and central place 
in which to fix the residence of the bishop.* Nor was it long after this 
representation, before the society purchased at Burlington, in New Jersey, at 
an expense of £600, a convenient mansion house and lands for the use of the 
future bishop-t 

We have said that in the earlier efforts which were made to procure the 
episcopate, the laity eo-operat«d with the clei'gy. In an address of the 
society to the throne in 1712, the subject is thus represented to the qneen : 
"We cannot but take this opportunity, ferther to represent ia your majesty, 
the earnest and repeated desu'cs not only of the missionaries, but of divers 
other considerable persons that are in communion with our excellent church, 
to have a bishop settled in your American plantations."}; And again, in 
I7l4, by way of apology ibr such continued importunity, the society stated 
that it acted " upon renewed instances from governors of provinces, ministers, 
vestries, and private peisons in the plantations, for setthng ecclesiastical 
superiors there," and " after a loud call for fifteen yeare together."! 

Hor is it surpri^ng that such should have been the fact : at the period of 
which we are now writing, the jealousy of ecdesiastical power, and tne dread 
of prelafjcal tyranny, seem not to have been awakened. There appears at this 
time to have been very little effort made to play upon the prejudices, or to 
alarm the feam of men : the pohlical aspect of Mfaii'a, which at a subsequent 
period arrayed in opposition to an American Episcopate ah who were not, 
and many who were churchmen, ftimished at this time no exciting 
cause. The colonies were in tranquillity. In many pails, the inhabitants 
were almost entirely of the Churdi of England ; these individuals looked 
toward the mother countiy with the confiding ifeelings of a child towards 
a parent. Too feeble to think of independence, and probably too byal 
to desire it, the institutions of the land of their fathers wei-e invested 
with a sacredneas which they wished not to violate. They had been 
educated in the iaith of the Church of England. That church deemed 

ovar in his time, that he would give towards hia anpporl ten thousanil pounds." — Original 
letter from. Dr. Chandler to Dr. Johnson — Johns. MSS. 

• Abstract of the sooiety'a proceedings, 1710, 

t Addreas from the clergy of New York and New Jetsey to the Epiacopaliana of 
Virginia, p. 13. It has been slated in a life of Dean Swift, by Sir Waiter Scott, that 
" there waa a plan euggested by Colonel .Biinlcr, Governor of Virginia, to send out Dr. 
Saiift as bishop of thai province, to esereise a sort of melropolilan antborily over ihe 
colonial clergy ; but the appointment did not take place." If the statement of the 
biographer be correct, it is probable that the plan waa contemplated about this time. Dr. 
Balcho (alluding to the oiroumslanee in his History of the Chnreh in South Carolina) 
obaervea, that the known intimacy between Colonel Banter and Dr. SiBift affords eorae 
coofirmBtion to the alatement. Colonel Hitnter was appointed Governor of Virginia in 
1708, but was captured by the French on his voyage out. In, 1710 he was sent out 
Governor of New York and the Jeraeya. See Balcho's Histary, pp. 90, 91. 

} Dr. KennetCs anniversary sermon, 1713, p. 39, note. 

^ Abstract, 1714. 
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bisbops neceasaiy for ecclesiastical government. The colonists looked around 
them, and saw the number of Episcopal dwgjmen in this countty, 
exceeding the number ia many of the dioceses of England.* They felt that 
if sapervision was needed at home, the necessity for it abroad could not be 
diminished, where the number to be overlooked waa larger than that at 
home. 

The representation of the Sodety for Propagating the Gospel, to which wa 
have already alluded, experienced at the hands of the queen the most fevour- 
able reception. In the abstract of the proceedings for 1715, it is stated that 
" her majesty was pleased to give a most gtadoua answer, highly satJsfectory 
to the Sodety, and a draught of a bill was ordered, proper to be offered to 
the parhament for establishing bishops and bishoprics in America." The 
oligect so earnestly dedred appeared at this time on the eve of accomplish- 
ment ; but the friends of the measure were destined fo witness the destruction 
of their hopes, in the death of the queen, before the bill had been inti'oduced 
into parliament. 

Disappointed, but not in despmr, the advocates of an American Episcopate 
renewed their efforts early in the reign of the queen's successor. They were 
fevourably reedved by George I., and once more did they look forwai'd to the 
successful termination of their peraevering labours : once more too were they 
doomed to disappointment: scarcely was the new monarch seated on his 
throne before his attention was absorbed by the single object of retaining his 
sovereignty. The friends of the house of Stuart, by thdr effoils to place the 
pretender upon the throne, furnished for a time ample employment to the 
king and his advisei-s. It was not a period to devote much attention to the 
comparatively unimportant appHcation of a few episcopalians in the colonies, 
when the existence of the government itself w^ threatened by an extensive 
and dangerous rebellion. 

Thus interi'upted in their designs, the friends of an American Episcopate 
seem not to have renewed their application for many years. It was not until 
the second George had been upon the thi'one for thirteen years, that in 1740 
the necessity of a bishop over the churchmen of America was again pahlicly 
alluded to. In that year, Dr. Seeker, who was then Bishop of Oxford, 
preached the anniversary sermon before the Sodety for Propagating the 
Gospel, and depicting in hvely eolonia the inconveniences of the Church in 
America, pleaded with affectionate earnestness for a resident bishop, as the 
only remedy for its manifold spiritud privations. 

Whether any measure propodng relief resulted from his representation, we 
have not the means of discovering ; it is probable, however, that, discouraged 
by repeated friilures, the sodety preferred patiently to waituntdl some oppor- 
tunity, deddedly fevourable to their wishes, should present itself. 

This opinion derives countenance from the fact that, fi-om the period just 
alluded to, up to the year 1750, we have met with no record of any att«mpt,. 
direct or indirect, for the attainment of the object in view. 

There seems to be reason too for supposing that duiing this interval, the 
efforts of English churchmen were suspended upon the intimation of those in 
authority. In the manuscript of Archbishop Drummond, prepared in 1704, 

* AbsWaet, 1715. 
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and already referred to, he remarks, that " in the late reign, the feai^s of 
disturhing his majesty's goTernoi«, paiticularly in New England, so influenced 
the ministiy, that they not only, perhaps very wisely, hesitated ahout the 
proposal of settling bishops in America, hxitJirtaUy postponed it." 

However, about the year 1750, some of the leading members of the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel* entered upon the subject with a zeal 
which seemed only to have gained strength from previous disappointments. 

We have remarked that in 1713 hut Uttle opposition had beeu made fo 
the proposed measure by such of the colomsts as were not of the communion 
of the Church of England. 

To say that there was no opposition would not be true : there probably 
never was a peiiod when the unhappy feelings engendered by differences of 
opinion in religion, did not produce an opposition, in which conscience had 
less to do tiian party feehng. But at the early period which we have named 
(1113) the opposition which was made, priniapally in New England, was by 
no means formidable. Indeed, uncommon pains seem to have been taken to 
remove all just gi'ound of apprehension from the minds of those to whom 
Episcopacy was most abhorrent. In a letter to Dr. Colman, a congregational 
minister of Boston, written by Dr. Kermett in Ill3, we meet with the follow- 
ing language in reference to an American Episcopate: "I hope your 
churches would not be jealous of it, they being out of our line, and 
therefore beyond the cognizance of any overseers to be sent from Aerece."f 

But at the latest period of which we have spoken (1750)_, the state of 
things was matei'i ally different from what it had been when efibrts to obtain 
a bishop in the colonies were first made. An opposition, by no means 
general in its origin, and, so f^ as we can discover, not marked by 
violence in the commencement, had in the lapse of time attained to a magni- 
tude not to be despised : the question had from time to time been E^itat«d, 
discussion had provoked warmth, to mmda heated by controveray objects 
assumed an undue magnitude, dangers were apprehended more imt^nary 
than real; reU^ous prefudkes assumed their unholy sway, and religious 
toleration was not at all understood.J Tlie gi'adual increase too, both of 

* Biahops Sherlock, Seeker, and Butler. Free examination of Ciitiesl Commenlarj', 
p. 3. 

t TitTBlI^s Life of Dr. Cotmatj, p. 137. 

1 Aa a mailer of enriosity, there is subjoined Ihe following passage on the subject of 
religious toleration ; it is to be found in an article contained in Gaine'a N. York Gazette 
of MajrS, nea, and is there given as an extract from some work on the subject: 
" Toleration is a city of rafaga in men's consciences for the davil to fly onto— a tolera- 
tion of soul mntder : for eBtabliahing whereof damned aoula in hell will eurea man upon 
earth — a transcendent catholic, fundamental evil, — tiia abomination of desolation : all the 
derils in hell, and their instruments, are at work to promote a toleration." 

Another instance of how little was underalood of religious toleration is furnished by the 
.following incident. When Governor Dudley of Maasaohusetls died, there was found ia 
his pocket a copy of verses written by himself, containing these Imes : 



" This (says Butehineon) was the prevailing doctrine many years, and until their eyes 



dbyGoogle 



Episcopate htfore the lievolulwn. 143 

Episcopal congregations and clergymen in New England, doubtless, conti-i- 
buted not a little to give fierceness to the opposition. The numbet of the 
Episcopal clergy in Mew England had been enlarged from six or seven to 
twenty; and of these twenty, several had deliberately renounced tLeir 
ordination in the congi'egational mode, from consdentioua scruples as to its 
validity, ITiia latter fee* alone was si^cient to provoke the hostihty of the 
descendants of the pilgrims. It wai not to be endured, that Episcopacy 
should, unmolested, rear its mitred head among the children of men who had 
said to the world : " Let all mankind know that we came into the wUdermsSy 
because we would worship God without that JEpiacopaey, that Common. 
Prayer, and those unwarrantable eeremoniea, with which the land of our 
forefather^ sepulchres has been defiled ; we came hither because we would 
have our posterity settled under the pure and full dispmsatmns of the gospel ; 
defended by riders that should be of ourselves."* 

But whatever may have been the causes which led to the opposition, the 
feet is undeniable, that among such of the colonists as were not of the Church 
of England, the resistance to the measm'e was so detenained, that in the steps 
taken in 1750, uncommon care was manifested to remove the apprehensions 
and disarm the hostility of American anti-Epiacopaliana. 

The plan which, after much deliberation, was at that time digested was 
designed to pay a due regard to the necessities of the church on the one 
hand, while it should offer neither injury nor offence to any portion of the 
colonists on the other. This plan, we presume, will lose nothing of its 
interest with the reader, when he is informed that it is from the pen of the 
justly celebrated Dr. Butler, Bishop of Durham. It is in these words: 

1. That no coercive power is desired over the laity in any case, but only a 
power to regulate the dei'gy who are in Episcopal ordeia, and to correct and 
pumsh them according to the law of the Church of England, in case of 
misbehaviour or neglect of duly, with such powers as the commissaries abroad 



2. That nothing is desired for such bishops that may in the least interfere 
with the dignity, or authority, or interest of the governor, or any other 
ofBeer of ttafce. Probates of wills, license for marriages, &c., to be left in the 
hands where they are ; and no share in the temporal government is desired 
for bishops. 

3. The maintenance of such bishops not to be at the charge of the 
colonies. 

4. No bishops are intended to be settled in places where the government is 
in the hands of dissenters, as in New England, &c. ; but authority to be given 
only to ordain clei^y for such Church of Ei^land congregations as are among 
them, and to inspect into the manners and behaviour of the said clergy, and 
to confirm the members thereof, f 

were opened by a fresh perseeution coming upon themselves from King James. This 
made his deolaradoii for a general liberty of oonaciaaco woleome, and iSey thanked the 
king for allowing to them what they befote thought themselves bound in conscience to 
deny to olhera." — See Mathei'a Magnalia, book ii. ehap. v. ; llutcMnson'i History, vol. 
!. p. 75, note. 

" Mather's Magnalia, book iii. part i. sect. vii. p. 219, vol. i. Hartford edit. 

t The mannBoript copy of this plan, in the bandwrituig of Bishop Butler, and dated 
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At the present day, when an experience of many yeais has shown that 
the hherliea of our country are not jeoparded, even t]iough we have bishops 
among our citizens, it is somewhat mfSeult to sympathize with onv ancestoi's 
in their excited apprehensions of a tyrannical prelacy. With the restrictions 
which the plan just stated would impose npon the bishops of America, it 
surely seems difficult to imagine that there was any serious cause of alarm. 
And yet it would probably be most unjust to suppose that the alarm expi-essed 
was not in many cases truly felt. There doubtless were some whose only 
apprehension was, that the Church of England in America would increase at 
the expense of the denominations which were aronnd it : they probably knew 
that the claim of American Episeopahans to a bishop was perfectly unanswer- 
able ; nor were they ignorant of the distinction which existed between the 
eccledastical rights of a spiritual tind appertaining to a bishop, and the 
accidental appendages of temporal power, which had been conferred by man, 
but which formed nS necessary part of the Episcopal office. 

There were others, however, less informed, who honestly dreaded the 
introduction of bishops, as a measure pregnant with danger to their liberties. 
The veiy name was assowated inseparably in their minds with spiritual courts 
and tithes, and a long et cetera of grievances, wbich from boyhood had 
formed the subject of unalterable hatred and pious anathema, with them, 
bishop and tyrant were synonymous terms,* 

The prejudices implanted by early education disqualified them from view- 
ing the subject dispassionatdy. They were not sufBciently informed upon 
the point to mate a sober decision. The claim ui^d by Episcopalians to 
enjoy equally with all their fellow-dtizens the exercise of their peculiar 
religious opinions and practices, was an equitable claim ; honest men felt it to 
be so ; had they but understood tiat it was possible for a bishop to be one 
divested of all temporal power, and that immense wealth was not essential 
to the Episcopal office, theii- hostiUty to bishops would piobably have been 
less sturdy in its character. 

Let then the declaration, that their opposition finds its best apology in 
their ignorance, be viewed ratker as the judgment of charity than as evidence 
of disrespectf 

in 1750, was in the possession of the Rev. Mr. Apthorp, of Mapsiiehusetls, End was firat 
published by him. A copy of it may also be seen in the AddresB froni the Clergy in 
New Yorlc and New Jersey to the Episeopahans in Virginia, pp. 21, 22. 

* A striking instance of the truth of this remark is lumisbed in the following citcact, 
which was published in Pavker'a New York Gaiotie of April 4, 1768 : 

" Those aposlolioal monarchs who are to chastise us with aeorpions, right reverend 
and holy tyrants, who want to plnnge their spiritual Bworde into the*B0uls of their fellow 
cteatnrea ; — of all who will not be so senseless as to adore the mitre and suiplioe : — 
blood-suckers who obliged our ancestorB to abandon their native land, and leave behind 
them what is the very heaven of persecutors and temporizing confotniisfs." 

t The equity of the demand made by the Episcopalians of America cannot be better 
exhibited than in the following forcible language of Bishop Lov>th ; 

" These unhappy churches labour under the singular distress of not being able to 
minister to theu own spiritual wants : their situation and circumstanoea deprive them of 
the common benefit which all Christian churches, in all ages, and in every part of the 
world, have ireely enjoyed : and which in that country [America] Christians of every 
othM denomination do at this time frsely enjoy. If any eaay remedy can be applied to 
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There was, too, a third, though not Ysry numerous, class, perfectly 
acquainted with the distinction between poweis purely Episcopal, and those 
which were not, who yet doubted, either the honesty of intention of those 
who proposed to separate between them, or questioned the praeticability of 
making such a separation. As to their motives, they were probably pure. 
Evidence ia not wanting to justify the charitable inference of the venerable 
senior Bishop of the church, with respect to this class of opponents.* As 
they laid aside their resistance to an Episcopate purely religious, as soon as 
American independence had quieted their apprehensions of supposed political 
danger, it ought to be believed that they were sincere in the apprehensions 



But to resume the narrative. On the 2Ist of February, 1750, Bishop 
Sherlock, then in the see of London, presented to the king in council 
" Considerations relating to Eeclesiastieat Government in his Majesty's Domi- 
nions in America."! ■* "''py ^^ *^^ document is appended to Dr. Oko.ndler'i 
" Free Examination of the Critical Oommentary on Archbishop Seeker's 
letter to Mr. Walpole," and it manifests a studious care to avoid giving just 
offence to any of the inhabitants of this country. It expressly disavows any 
intention of sending a Bishop to New England or Pennsylvania ; it proposes 
to contde to the American prelates no poweis but such as are purely 
Episcopal ; and, in direct terms, protests against any tax or imposition upon 
the people of this country for the support of the proposed Episcopate. 

The period selected for bringing the subject before the king seems to have 
been an inauspicious one. His Majesty was at that time preparing for a visit 
to his German possessions on matters of great political moment ; and on fliis 
accoimt the consideration of the subject was deferred until his return from 
Hanover; and thus was defeated the third application which had been pre- 
sented to the throne. 

During the absence of the king. Bishop Seeker, in reply to a lettei- from 
Mr. W(dpole, (addressed to Bishop Sherlock, but meant also for Bishop 
Seeker,) drew up an answer, which produced no effect upon the proposed 
measure, so far as we can discover. 

We are now approaching th^ period in our history when the hostility of 
the colonists to a resident bishop had assumed a systematic form, and was by 



this grievanee, eui-ely in charily it will not be denied to their petitions : injuitiee it cannot 
be refused to their demands. The proper and only remedy hath long since been pointed 
ont : — the appoinlinanl of one or more readent bishops for the exercise of offices purels 
Episeopal in the Amarienn Church of England ; — offices, to which the membera of the 
Church of England have on undeniable claim, and from which tkey canmt he precluded 
teitkoat maaifesl in^astice and oppresaian." And again— " Unless groundleea fears, 
inridious aurmisee, injurious snspioionfl,— nnless absurd demanda of needless and imprao- 
tioable securities against dangers altogether imaginary and improbable, aie to set aside 
undoubted rights, founded -upon tlie plainest maxims of religioua liberty, upon the 
common claim ef miUual toleration, Uiat favourite but abused principle, the glory and 
the diagraee of Protestantism, which all are forward enough to profess, but few steadily 
praoliss ; and which those who claim it in its utmost extent for themselves are sometimes 
least of all inclined to indulge in any to others." — Anniversary Sermon before the Society 
for Propagating the Gospel in 177!, pp. 14, 18, 

* See Bishop White'a Memoirs, p, 7. 

+ Letter from Bishop Sherlock lo Dr. Johnson, dated Seplombor 19, 1750. Johns. 
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no meatia confined to those who were not Episcopalians. The causes which 
led to the deteiinination of the parent countiy to impose upon the colonies 
the odious stamp duty of 1764, belong to the province of the dvil biatorian: 
our subject has no connexion with them. But the effect produced by the 
obnoxious measure upon our ancestors falls wifiin-the range of our investiga- 
tion ; for the political aspect of affairs at that day had an important bearing 
upon the question of an American Episcopat*. 

Wounded by the unfciiidness of the mother country, insulted by a con- 
temptuous neglect of respectful representations, and deeply injured by what 
was deemed oppression, it is not wonderful that our forefathers should 
abate nothing of their prejudices ttgainst bishops, when they thought of the 
ecclesiastical establishment of England, intimately blended as it is with the 
machineiT of her dvil government. From the oppressions of the government, 
the transition was easy to apprehended oppessions by the Hierarchy which 
it sustMned. The cordial hatred which was felt by many towards that 
Hierarchy, it was not difficult to transfer to those who might be sent hither 
clad with Episcopal authority, communicated by the bishops of England. 
These drcumstances were iavourable to those who had long resisted the 
proposed measure. To them it was an easy task to awaken a determined 
opposition in minds predisposed to view with suspicion any thing which, in 
ite fortunes, was so linked to the British government, that it could not but be 
the upholder of its measures. 

In England, too, the large body of the dissenting interest readily co- 
operated with their brethren in America. The different denominations 
concentrated their forces in a committee in London, and a constant 
correspondence was carried on with a society in this country, composed 
principally of the Congregationalists of New England and the Itebyterians 
of New York and Hew Jersey. The venerable Bishop of I'ennsylvania 
informs us that at a subsequent period, in llll and 1112, he was acquainted 
■with a member of the English Committee, and knew that he had free access 
to the ministry. It was deemed an object of importance to avoid giving 
offence to the dissenters, and exciting thereby tlieir pohtical opposition, 
as they possessed an influence in the elections to ParUament which was too 
powerful to be despised,* 

Unpropitious as were the times for agitating the question of an American 
Episcopate, it may well be supposed that the discussion would not wilfully 

• Bishop White's Memoirs, p. 50. The following exlraets also exhibit the influence 
which the disseaiera exeicissd on the subject : — 

" From him I first learned the trae reason of the Bishop of London being 

opposed and defeated in hie scheme of sending as bishops. It ^e^ms that the Duke of 
Newcastle, Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Onslow, can have Uie interest and voles of the whole 
body of the dissenters npon condition of their befriending theni ; and by their infin- 
ence on those persons, the ministry was brought to oppose it," — Manuscript letter of Dr. 
Chandler xa Dr, /ojnson. — Johns. MSS. 

" We must wait for more favourable times ; which I Ihinfc it will oontribnte not 

a little to bring on, if the ministers of onr church in America, by friendly converse with 
the principal dissenters, can satisfy them that nothing more is intended or desired than 
that ont oharoh tnay enjoy the full benefit of its own instituliona, as ail others do. For 
HO long as they are uneasy, and remonstrate, regard will be paid to them and their friends 
here by our ministers of stale." — Letter from Bishop Sechir to Dr. Johnson. 
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be provoked by the Churctmeii in this country. Accident, however, appears 
to have brought it forward in the following manner : 

The Society for Propagating the GJospel in Foreign Parts had from the 
oommeneement been the chief source of support to the Episcopal miniatei's on 
this continent. In every colony but Vira;inia and Maiyland all the clergy of 
the church were, or had been, misaonaries of the Sodety, Without the sud 
of this institution, the Church could not possibly have been sustained in the 
greater part of what was British America. Under its auspices, houses of 
worship had been built, congregations had been collected, and ministers 
sustMned, until the Society, by its annual bounty, was now upholding more 
than eighty missionary stations, and supporting seventy-two missionaries, 
exclusive of those employed in Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and the West 
Indies.* Of these, thirty were employed in New England, and truth 
compels ua to add, that they were deemed intruders by the descendants of 
the first settlers. This state of things produced repeated attacks on the 
Society by those who viewed with jealous apprehension its successful opera- 
tions. Toe chief subject of complaint was, liiat, unmindful of the purposes 
of its institution, instead of sending the Gospel and the ministry to the 
destitute parts of the continent, it sought out the better settled and more 
comfortable portions of the country, and there stationed its missionaries, to 
make converts to the Church of England, of men who already had the 
Oospel pi'eached among them by ministera of other denominations.^ It was 

■ Abstract of the Society's proceedings for 1764. 

+ With the venerable Engliah Society for Propagatiiig the Gospel, the church in Ihia 
country has no couneiion, save that created bj the bonds of a common faith ; but there 
is not an Episcopalian in the United States acquainted with the labours of that Society in 
planting the Cburoh on this conUnent who tnust not feel that he, at least, owes to it a 
heavy debt of gratitude. We would endeavour, even at this distance of time, to pay a 
small portion of that debt by repelling a calumny. The growth of the Church in New 
England, particularly, was a perpetual source of irritation and hatred to the bigoted 
Congregationalists: hence the charge of malting " oouTens to the Church of England" 
waa often repeated. And yet, upon the best inquiry we have been enabled to make, we 
cannot find a solitary instevce of a Missionary having been sent by the Society into 
New England but apo-a the request of the people themselves. It was the practise of the 
Society not to send a missionary to any place before the inhabitants applied for Iiim. 
Nay, in eome instances, in New England, Ihe people not only allied for a misEionary, bnt 
at their own expense actually erected Chuteh edifices before the Society sent any clergy- 
men to them. The Society was ia operation for several years before it sent avy 
mia^anary to New Bnglaitd, as the abstracts will show. This course of conduct is not 
conastent with the dewgn " lo episcepiae dissenters," as it was termed. The truth seems 
to be this : the Church grew, notwithstanding opposition ; and the cause of its increase 
is furnished by an eye-witness (the escallent Dr. Johnson, of Stratford), in a manuscript 
now before us. " The true causes and ocoaeiouB of the being and growth of so many 
oongregationB of the Church of England in these provinces are as follow : — 

" 1. As the country continued to increase, and there were many aocesMons from Great 
Britain and Ireland, there were, among others, many of the established Church came 
over to settle in these colonies, as well aa others,so that there was, fifty years ago, scarce 
a town of considerable standing but what had some scattering among them, in some 
several families. In Stiatford, for instance, the first in Connecticut that applied to the 
Society, there were, in the lieginning of this century, fifteen families. 

"9. So the case has been ever since Church people have settled in this country, many 
dissenters have treated tlieni with much clamour, and contempt, and frequent disputing, 
which occasioned many of tham to procure books wherewith to defend tiiemselves, each 
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not to be expected that a, charge of this kind, often repeated as it was, would 
be permitted to paas unnotdoed. The 8o<aety had in ita empbyment gentle- 
men who were prompt to repel this unfoimded imputation. Among these 
was the Kev. East Aptkorp, the missionary at Cambridge, a clergyman 
deservedly respected, both for his piety and ability, who published a small 
pamphlet entitled " Considerations on the Institution and Conduct of the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts." It was not long 
before this piwluction found an antagonist, of no mean ability, in Dr, 
Mayhew, a Congregational minister of Boston, who gave to the world his 
answer, witli tbe following motto prefixed, sufSciently expreasiye of the nature 
of the work: — ^'■Brethren, unawares hrowffki in, who came in privily, to spy 
oiit omr liberty which we have m Christ Jesus, that they might bring ms into 
bondage ; to whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour, thai the 
truth of the Gospel might continue with you." 

In this angry production, (for such it mnst be deemed,) Dr. Mayhew not 
only considered the subject introduced in Mr. Apthorp's pamphlet, but inter- 
spersed many injurious reflections on the Church of England, and particularly 
inveighed against the plan of appointing bishops for America ; and thus the 
matter was once more presented as a subject of controversy.* 

An anonymous pi'oductiou, published orignally in London, and reprinted 
in this country, contained an answer to Dr. Mayhew, remarkable for its 
strength of argument, fairness of discussion, and Christian temper. Such 
■was its effect, not only upon those who took no part in the discussion, but even 

aa " the London Cases," " Hoadly against Calamy," " Archbishop Poller on Church 
Govstnmenl," and some even " Hookei'a Eceiesiaslieal Pohtj-," not to mention some 
otheta ; and their thus dsfeitding themEB^ves occasioned many inquisitive candid dissenters 
to read those bonita, which reconciled them lo the Chui-oh. So that the dissenlets 
themaelves, by thus censuring and disputing:, have occasioned the increase oC the 
Church. 

"3. Anolhet thing, and what has of late chiefly occasioned the accession of mnltitudea 
of proeelytea lo tiie Church, waa the wild en^uaasm that long obtained among them- 
selves ; on which occasions their own maQagementB were in many instances so extrava- 
gant and ridiculous as tended vastly more to drive their people into the Church than 
any thing we ever did to draw them over to it ; particularly that monstrons enlhusiasra 
that was at first encouraged by themselves, fifteen or twenty years ago, in consequence of 
Mr, Whitfield's rambling once and again through the country, who was followed by a 
great many strolling leaehera, who propagated ho many wild and horrid notions of God 
and Xiia Gospel, that a multitude of people were so bewildered, that they oonid find do 
rest to the sole of their foot, till they retired into the Church as their only ark of safety. 
And many of these continue among great numbers to this day, and have occasioned many 
separate meetings among the dissenters themselves, and these have occa^oned mnch hot 
contention among them in settling ministers, and often the prostitution of discipline 
npon the merest trifles, which have caused many people to conclude, that if they mnst 
separate from their former brethren, who are in endless contentions and confusion, their 
best way will be to retire into the Church, which is in peace. Now these are all known 
facts."— Johns. MSS. 

■ That we may not he suspected of doing injustice lo Dr. Mayhea, we would add 
that his work was condemned hy those of his own persuasion. In reply to an inquiry 
made of Dr. Samuel Chandler, a Pi-esbylerian divine of London, whether he could or 
did approve of (he bitter and injurious publications against the Society, he answered, that 
"he was truly sorry to see what Dr. Mayhew had published, and had wrote to him, 
signilying tlie same, with hie desire that he would desist." — Original letter from Rev. Mr. 
Jarvis (afterwards Bishop /anil's) to Dr. Johnson, — Johns. MSS. 
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upon Dr. Maykew himself, that ha frankly acknowledged his adversary to be 
" a person of excellent sense and a happy tdent at writing ; apparently free 
from the sordid, illiberal spirit of bigotry; one of a cool temper, who often 
showed much candour, was well acquainted with the afftura of the Soraety, 
and in general a fair reaaouer."* Dr. Mayliew pubhahed t-wo answers to the 
tract, in which he abated much of hia former acrimony ; he persisted, how- 
ever, in affirming, that he was not "wrong in auy material point," and so fer 
indulged in reproach, that he was animadverted on by Mr. Apthorp in a very 
sensible and polite review, entitled, " A Review of Dr. Mayhew'a itemarks, ' 
Ac. This terminated the controversy. Dr. MayJiew, on reading it, declared 
he should not answer it, and in the following year be died.f 

At the time Dr. Maykew answered the " anonymous tract,'' he was not 
aware of the fact now well established, that the author of that production, 
whom he characterized aa a " worthy answerer," was Archbishop Seeker, the 
President of the Society for Propagating the Gfospel. H the character of this 
prelate, as given by Dv.Mayhew in the extract already quoted, be honourable 
to the memory of the Archbishop, it is honourable also fo the character of 
Dr. Mayhew, that, notwithstanding the warmth of controversy, he candidly 
acknowledged the merits of an antagonist whom he must have felt that it 
was difficult to answer. The incident is one which reflects honour on both 
the gentiemen concerned. 

At the same time that the Archbishop was engaged in England in the 
preparation of his tract, the Rev. Mr. Oaner, of Boston, and Dr. Johnson, of 
Sti'atfoi'd, were occupied on the same subject, and their several productions 
were afterwai-ds published in the same volume. Dr. Johnson^s observations 
forming an appendix to Mr. Goner's fuller vindication. 

The reasons assigned in the wiitings both of the Archbishop and Mr, 
Apthorp, for desiring the proposed estabhshment of bishops in the colonies, 
furnish perhaps the best picture of the disadvantages wliich retarded, at that 
day, the growth of the Church. The principal reasons are the want of con- 
firmation, the need for mperintettdence of the conduct of the clergy, and 
specially the saving candidates the ti'ouble, cost, and risk of a voyage to and 
fi^sm England in procuring ordination. While all other denominations had 
the means within themselves of perpetuating their ministry — while bishops 
were not denied to another Church of Protestant Episcopalians, the Moravian 
Brethren — the members of the Church of England alone were excluded from 
a right, the esercise of which was, in their view, essential to their existence as 
a Church. The expense of the voyage to and from England was not less 
than £100; nearly one-fifth of those who had taken that voyage had lost 
their lives ; and, in consequence of these discouragements, one-half of the 
churches in many of the provinces were destitute of clergymen. These 
reasons were forcibly and unanswerably uiged, and common justice and 
common humanity, it was truly said, pleaded strongly for a remedy of these 

To guard too against the fears of those who were known to be opposed to 
the measure, it was stated in the publication of the Archbishop, that the 



ir of Archbishop Seclier, by Dr. Forteus. 
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ops should " have ao concern in the least with any persons who 
do not profeSa themselves to he of the Church of England, but may ordan 
ministers for such as do ; may confirm theii- children when broinght to them 
at a fit age for that purpose ; and take such overnight of the Episcopal clergy 
aa the Bishop of London's Comraissaiies in those parts have been empowered 
to take, and have taken without offence. But it is not desired in Uie least 
that they should hold courts to tiy matrimonial or testamentary causes, or he 
vested with any authority now exercised either by provincial governors or 
subordinate magisti'afes, or infringe or diminish any privileges or libertiea 
enjoyed by any of the laity even of our own communion," And aa to the 
place of residence of tJie American bishops, it was declared, " that it neither 
IS, nor ever was intended or desired to fix one in New England ; hut Episco- 
pal colonies have always been proposed." " To such a plan as this," says the 
venerable Bishop White, " it is difficult to perceive how hindrance could have 
been attempted by any description of persons without an avowal of intole- 
rance.''* Dr. Maykevi very candidly remarked, with reference to it, " that if 
such a scheme as tiiis were carried into execution, and only such consequence 
were fo follow as the proposer had professedly in view, he couid not object to 
it, except upon the same principle that he should object against the Church 
of England in general."f 

And yet, such was the stat« of excitement produced in the colonies by 
political considerations, that tiie scheme of sending bishops to this country, 
however restricted in their powers, met with but little countenance from the 
great mass, of tie inhabitants : the opposition was not confined to those who 
were not of the Church of England ; there were Episcopahans, both of the 
clergy and laity, who had caught the temper of the times, and learned to 
look with a auspicious disti'ust upon the scheme of an American bishop, as 
but another plan for riveting chmns which they already thought were scarcely 
to he tolerated longer. 

The character of the distinguished prelate who had so siiccessflilly encoun- 
tered Dr. Mayhew, gained nothing thereby in the eyes of a lai^ majoiity, 
but was asstuled with a virulence of invective seldom surpassed. With 
unrelenting rancour, and unexampled wantonness of abuse, he was attacked 
in pamphlets and newspapers, and escaped not the malevolence of his enemies 
even after he had descended to the gi'ave.J 

When it is recollected that the chiefi if not the sole cause of this insatiate 
hate, was the ^d which the Archbishop had rendered to the measure of an 
American Episcopate ; in other words, his demand for reliffious toleration in 
America, it is difficult not to concur in the sentiment expressed by his 
affectionate and pious biographer. " What an idea (says Bishop Porleus) 



» Bishop White's Memoii9,p. 53. 

t Rsmarka on an anonymons tract, &.B., p. 59. 

t The following specimen is from Ihe pen of an Epucapal clergyman in Virginia, 
whose name we deem it most charitable to his memory to withhold. The exltacl was 
published in Fuvdie and Dixon's Virginia Gazette of Jnly IB, 1771 : 
^ " As to Seeker, he is laid in the grave : disturb not hia slumber. His charnctor, no 
more than his body, can endura the keen g-aesiion of ihe searching air. Unlesa you 
would give another apecimeii of your friendship, cause him not lo stink to fotutily." 
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must it give naankind of his grace's charactei to have such a ciKMnnstanee 
singled out by his bitterest revilei's aa the mo«t exceptionable part of it !"* 

Scarcely had the controverey which has been detailed been brought to a' 
conclusion before it was again renewed, under the following circumstances :— 
At the annnal meeting of the Society for Ptopagating the G(»pel, held in 
1767, the Bishop of Laiidaff preached the anniversary sermon, in which he 
alluded to tlie stat« of rehgion on some parts of m% continent Certain 
es])ressions tvhich he used, representing the condition of some of the colonies 
as but httie better than heathenish, were supposed by some to refer particu- 
larly to JVev! England, though candour compels us to add, that such does 
Dot seem to have been a feir iuferenee. On the contrary, New England is 
pai'ticularly designated as being worthy of gi'eat commendation for tlte 
attention which religion had there received from its earliest settlement. 

Among those who professed to entertain this singular opinion of the 
bishop's seimoB was Dr. Oharles Ghmincy, of Boston, a Congregational 
divine of much celebrity. He published " A Letter to a Fiiend, containing 
Eemarks on certain Passages" in the sermon, and as the necessity of a 
resident Episcopacy was one of the points urged by the Bishop of Landaff, 
the door was open for a renewal of the war of pamphlets. 

That Dr. Gkauney was justly entitled to the reputation which he possessed 
is evident from his publication, for it is not wanting in ability, and especially 
in ingenuity. The ground which he took was, that the introduction of 
bishop was not to be di'eaded as a measure at all likely to convert Pi'esbyte- 
liacs into Churchmen; nor was it on that ground opposed; but from the 
fear of hurtful consequences both to the bishops and people ; and he thus 



" Such conaeqneiiceB woald certainly be the effect, if these bishops should make use of 
their suceriobitv, aa most probably they would, sooner or later, to itiflaence our great 
men hero, and much grester ones at home, to project and endeavour to carry into execu- 
tion meaaures to fgree the growth of the Church. It may be relied on, our people woald 
not be easy if reslinined in the esercise of that ' liberty wherewiili Christ bath made 
tliera free;" yea, they woald hazard everyrting dear to them, their estates, their very 
lives, rather than suffer their necks to be put under liiat yoke of bondage, which was so 
sadly galling to their fathera, and oceaaioned th&i retreat into this distant land, that they 
mig^t eojoy the freedom of men and Chrisiians."t 

Nor did the Society for Propa^ting the Gcpel escape the rebnlies of the 
author of the letter. The sole design of the institution was staled to be " to 



Dr. Ckavrncy was followed by Mr WtUiam LivingHon, a lawyer of Hew 
York, who, in 1768, pubhshed m that city, "A Letter to the Right Rev. 
Bishop of Landa^" &c It must be deemed most unfortunate for the literary 
reputation of Mr. lAwnffston, that he had e\pr seen the production of Dr. 
Channey. That he had seen it is proved by a quotation from it, accompanied 
with a very shght acliuowledgment of his obligation for the quotation. From 
beginning to end, his letter is but a repetition of the ai^uments of Dr. 
Chauncy, presented in the gaudy trappings of a more florid style. Every 



dbyGoogle 



152 Protestant Epiicopal Historical Collections, 

passage of the sermon commented on by Dr. Ckauney, is commented on by 
Mr. Livingston, and none other is ; nay, these passages are considered in 
precisely the same order, and not unfrequently answered, in part, in the very 
same words ; nor is there a sohtaty thought worthy of note, which had not 
already been given to the world by Dr. Okauncy. It would be difficult to 
conceive of a more palpable pla^arism, unless it were a verbatim copy. 

We should be the less disposed to record this instance of literary theft, if 
it wei-e not prefaced by the affectation of a modesty which becomes ridiculous 
as soon as the theft is known. The advertisement to Mr Limngstot^s 
" letter" contains a disdwmer of any desire to come before the pubhc as an 
author, and an expression of diifidence, resulting " from the business of his 
profession, and a sense of inability," 

The next production, and that which terminated the discu=sion on the 
bishop's sennon, was an anonymous pamphlet, entitied " A Vmdioation of the 
Bishop of Landaft's Sennon." This is now known to have been wutten by 
Dr. Inglis, an Episcopal clei^yman of New York.* Extenave research, a 
femiliar acqumntance with mcfs, a skilful arrangement of them, manly 
argument, and a keen and biting sarcasm, ai'e characteristics of this produc- 

Before the discussion elicited by the sermon of the Bishop of Landaff had 
been brought to a close, the point in debate was presented anew, and new 
combatants were ready to enter the field of controvevsy. 

Early in 1767, the Rev. Dr. Johnson of Stratford, in Connecticut, suggested 
to Dr. Chandler of EUzabethtown, in New Jersey, the propriety of addressing 
the public ou the subject of an Amei-ican Episcopate. It has indeed been 
intimated tiat the suggestion came from a higher source, and that the 
measure originated witii the Archbishop of Canterbury. Of this, however, 
no proof has been met with, and as it was positively contradicted by Dr. 
Chandler, the insinuation was probably without foundation. Very soon after 
the proposition by Dr. Johnson, a voluntary association of the Episcopal 
clergy of Ifew York and New Jersey,f at which were present some of their 
brettireE from the neighbouring provinces, after discussion of the subject, 
were unanimous in the opinion "that fairly to exphiin the plan on which 
American bishops had been requested to lay before the public the reasons of 
this request, to answer the objections that had been made, and to obviate 
those that might be otherwise conceived against it, was not only proper and 
expedient, but a matter of necessity and duty." 

The performance of this duty devolved on Dr. Chandler, and gave birth 
to " an Appeal to the Pubhc in behalf of the Church of England in Ame- 
rica," published in June, 1767, This production consisted substantially of a 
short but perapicuous view of the evidence in fcivour of Episcopacy, the 
hardships of the case of the Church, deprived of an officer deemed essential 
to its existence, the plan proposed, with an answer to the fears and objections 
of those who opposed it. 

• Afterwards Bishop Inglis, and father of the late Bishop of Nova Scotia. 

+ Among the nsmes of the clergy then aBsembled are to be found thoso of Dr. 
Auchmaly, Dr. Chandler, Dr. MyUs Cooper, Dr. OgUvie, Mr. Chaiiton, Mr. Seabary 
(aftorwarda Bishop of Connecticut), Mr. Ingles (afterwards Bishop of Nova Scotia), and 
Mr. Abraham Beach, 
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It was not to l>e expected, aft«t the previous discussions of the subject, that 
the author could present mtich of wsveliy to attract his readera. The object 
of Dr. Chandler was to satisfy the American public, that the apprehensions 
which were entertMned by many wece groundless — that the claim of Episcopa- 
lians was founded in the meat obvioiis juatjce, and that their peculiai' opinions 
on the subject of Church Government were built upon apostoKc and prmiitive 
usage. The work is mwted by a sound judgment and ludd argument, and 
upon its fii^st appcM^nce was toeated by many, even of th<»e who were not 
Episcopalians, with the respect which was due to tie talents and standing of 
the author. The more candid acknowledged that to resist such cimms as 
were there presented, upon the ground of apprehended evils, which were aO 
guarded agtunst by the plan proposed, savoured more of intolerance than of 
OhriaWanity. 

The firat opposition to the "appeal," there is reason to think, had ils 
origin in disappointed feelings. An application foi a chartei by the Presby- 
teiians of New York had been rejected by the authorities of the motier 
countiy, and the Bishop of London w^ supposed to have been active in 
defeating the application. These facts are stated lepeatedly in the subsequent 
newspaper publications on the part of the Church, and are not contradicted 
in the replies of its adversaries; but of the precise natnre of the application, 
or of its merits, we have no evidence on which to speak. 

The attack on the Appeal commenced simultaneously from various quarteis, 
thus giving rise to a very natural suspicion, that a combination had been 
entered into for the puq>oae of effectually crushing the plan of an American 
bishop. A series of essays appeared in the New York Gazette, under the 
name of the " American Whig ;"* while the Pennsylvania Journal in Phila- 
delphia gave to the world (ie lucubrations of ttie "Sentinel," and Dr. 
Ckauncy of Boston (in his proper name) published the "Appeal to the 
Public Answered." The violent invectives of the Whig were re-published in 
the papere of Philadelphia and Boston, while the alarm sounded in Philadel- 
phia by the Sentinel was instantly echoed from the presses of the sister 
cities ; and thus was concentrated tiie opposition of the three principd cities 
into an attack more fierce than any which had preceded it. 

It is impossible to read many of these publications without a humihating 
sense of the infirmity of our nature. If in some, the questions fairly involved 
are discussed m the spirit of manly argument, in the greater part abusive 
personalities supply the place of fects, and rwling is substituted for rear 
aoning. 

Nor is it intended to exempt fi'om this censure many of the publications 
on the part of the Episcopalians. The American Whig soon found an 
antagonist under the assumed name of " Timothy Tickler," who followed its 
successive numbers with what he teimed " A Whip for the American Whig," 
and it must be confessed that his lash is often Imd on with merciless severity. 
There runs through his writjnga a bitterness of spirit not to be commended, 
and both these essayists will bo laid aside by the candid reader with the 
feeling that the contest between them was, which could call the Jiai'dest 



:b attributed to Mr. William LMngston, already mentioaed. 
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The Sentinel was met in Philadelphia by a gentleman whose talents have 
seldom been aucpasaed. Di-, Willmnt Smith, who for years had been an 
attentive observer and a prominent actor in the concerns of the American 
Episcopal Church, came before the public in a series of easap under the title 
of "The Anatomist." Of all the newspaper productions of that time, this 
will probably be read with most interest ; for though not enthely ftee from 
bitterness, it is yet, for the most part, made up of facts and reaaonmg. There 
are exhibited a calin self-possession and a coolness of mind which it is obvious 
were the result of the author's conviction that his cause was good. He is 
never roused to unbecoming anger, and hut seldom stoops to retort abuse. 
Still these essays sx& severe, but their severity consists principally in tlie 
unanswerable nature of thdr arguments. 

The newspaper essays already mentioned were the most prominent in the 
controversy ; but they were not all. There were " Remonsti'ants" and " Aati- 
Sentinels, not remarkable for ability : but for scurrihty and vulgar humour 
the meed of superiority is justly due to " A Kick for the Whipper, by Sir 
Isaac Foot" The author mms at wit, and reaches blackguardism. 

It is due to Dr. Ghimdler to say that in aH his writings on this subject, ho 
preserved his dignity. In reply to Dr. Ohauncy, he published " The Appeal 
Defended," and subsequently, m 1771, "The Appeal Fmther Defended, in 
answer to a second production of Dr. Ghauney. 

Of the argumente rwged, nothing remains to be added to what has already 
been said in the histoiy of the diseussiou between Dr. Mayhem and Mr. 
Apiltorp, The reasons for desiring the proposed Episcopate remained 
unaltered ; all that Dr. Chandler could say had already been said. He was 
able only to refei' to facts more evidently showing the inconveniences under 
which the Church laboured,* and to remove prejudice as iar ^ possible. 

While the controvereies of which we have spoken were at their height, 
legislative interference was not wanting to oppose obstacles to the obnoHous 
measure. The province of Massachusetts Bay was the first to interfere. At 
the period of which we are writing, Dennis de Berdl, Esq., was agent to the 
province in London, and to him on the 12th of January, 1768, the House of 
Eepreaentatives addressed a letter, from which the following extract is 
taken : — 



» Shottly before the appeal was writlen, two missionaries periahod in one ship upon, 
the coast of Now Jersey, almost in sight of their port, one of whom left a family in N. 
York dependent upon eharity. But one of the most remarkable inatanees of the incon- 
venience and risk' of obtaining orders in England was furnished in the hialor; of the 
parish of Hebron in Connecticut. For nearly twenty years that congregation exerted 
themselves, and without anceesa, to obtain a minister at their own expense. They first 
sent over Mr. Dean, in 1745, who was admitted to holy orders and appointed their 
missionary, but in returning ho is supposed to have perished, as the ship was never heard 
of. The nest was Mr. Colton, who in 1752 died on hia passage from London. The 
third candidate sent to England by this nnforlunate people, was Mr. Usher, who, on his 
passage in 1757, was taken by the French, and died a prisoner in the caatle of Cayenne. 
The fonrlh was Mr. Peters, who in 1759, very soon after hia arrival in England, was 
taken with the small poK, and narrowly escaping with his life, to the great joy of his 
people, at length reached them and officiated as their missionary, — The Appeal Further 
Defended, p. 1S7-128. 

Aboat oae-Gfth of all who ever went for orders never saw their homes again. 
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" The e-fltabinhment ol a Fruieata! t Epiaoopali_ a Americi 19 also very zenjously oon- 
tettdcd for and it la very lia ining to i people who=e falhera from iho hardships they 
Buffered under such an eatabliahraent were obhged to fly their native country into a »il- 
damaaa, in order peaceably to enjoj their privileges oinl and religious : Their being 
tbrealened with the la«s of both at once must throw ihem into a very disagreeable 
Eiluaiion. We hope m God euoh an establish nient will never take place in Ametioa ; 
and we de^re yoa would streaaoaaly oppose ti The revenue raised in America, for 
anght we can tell may be as oonstitutjonally applied towards the support of prelacy 
as of soldiers and pens oner" If the property of the snbjeot 13 taken ftom him without 
his consent it is immaterial nhelher it he done by one man or five iiundred, or whether 
it he applied f)c the support of the ecclesiastic or military power, or both. It may ba 
well wordi the conaideraUon of the best politicians in Great Britain or America, what 
the natural tendency is of a vigorous pursuit of tiiese measures," 

It has already been mentioned that Episcopalians were to he found who, at 
this time, opposed the intcoduclJon of bishops into Ameiica. The most 
remarkable instance of this occorred in Virginia, and the Legislature of that 
province (composed chiefly of Churchmen) has left on record a disapprobation 
of the measure as decided as that of Massachusetts, thoug'h resting on a very 
different ground. 

The circumstances which gave rise to the iiiterposifion of the Virginia 
Legislature were the following : — In the month of April, iTll, the Rev, Mr. 
Camm, at that time the commissary of the Bishop of London for Vii^inia, 
by public advertisement, requested a general atf«adance of the Episcopal 
dergy at the College of Witiiam and Maiy, on tJxe 4th of May. At this 
time there were more than one hundred parishes in Virginia, and most of 
them supplied. On the 4th of May, a veiy small number of the clergy 
assembled, and when tiie proposition was made to address the king in behalf 
of an American Episcopal^, most of those present desired the commissary to 
call another meeting and inform the clergy of the nature of the business to 
be considered. 

This was done, and on the 4th of June, twelve dei^men only attended, a 
number less than that of the former meeting. Tlie first question considered 
was, whether such a minority of the clergy could be deemed a convention of 
the Virginia clergy : it was determined (not without opposition) that it was 
a convention. The proposition to address the king vras then considered and 
determined in the n^ative, A third question was then proposed, whether 
the convention should apply to the Bishop of London for his opinion and 
advice ; and in the propriety of this measure there was a unanimous con- 
currence. 

But before adjournment a suecessfal effort was made to reconsider the vote 
upon the subject of the address to tiie king, and it was finally resolved on. 
Tb.% grounds taken in opposition were, respect to the Bishop of London, the 
disturbances oeca^oned by the stamp act, a recent rebellion or civil war in 
North Carohna just suppressed, and the general clamour at that time ; there 
does not appear to have been the slightest objection to Episcopacy, as such ; 
but on the contrary, there is a distinct declaration of cordial and conscientious 
approval of the government of the church by the bishops. 

Against the vote determining to address the king, two clergymen of 
eminence solemnly protested : they were Samuel Henley, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy, and Thomas Gwatkm, Professor of Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy, in the College. The reasons assigned in the protest were : 
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" First. Because as the nuinber of tho clerg; 
cannot conceive tbat twelve clergymen are 

"Secondly. Because the said resolution contradicts a former resolution of tho eenie con- 
ventiop, which puts a negative upon the question, iDhether the king should be addressed 
1^)1 an American Episcopate 1 and that an assembly met upon so important an occa- 
sion ahoald rescind a resolution agreed to and entered down but a few minutes betbre, is 
in our apprehension contrary to all order and decorum. 

" Thirdlf. Beeaue© the eKpi'essioti American Episcopate includes a jurisdiction over 
the other colonies ; and the eleigy of Virginia canuot, with any propriety, petition for a 
nieasni'e which, for aught that appears to the contrary, will materially affect the 
natural tighta and fundamental laws of the said colonies, without their consent and 
approbation. 

" Fouithly. Because (he establishment of an American Episcopate at this time would 
tend greatly Co weaken the connexion between llie mother country and her colonies, to 
continue their present unhappy dilutes, to infuse jealousies and fears into the minds of 
Protestant Dissenters, and to give ill-diapoaed persona occasion to raise such disturbances 
as may endanger the very existence of the British empire in America. 

" Fifthly. Beeausa we cannot help ooasiderine it as exti-emely indecent for the clergy 
Co make such an application without the concurrence of the President, Council, and 
RepresentaUvcB of this province: an usurpation directly repugnant to the rights of 
mankind. 

" Sixthly. Because the Bishops of London have always hitherto exercised ecclesiastical 
juiiadielion over this colony ; and we are perfectly satisfied with the mild, just, and 
equitable government of our excellent diocesan, the present Lord Bishop of London, and 
do think a petition to the crown to strip his Lordship of any part of his jurisdiction bot 
an ill return foe his past labouis, and contrary to our oath of canonical obedience. We 
do farther conceive, as it had been unanimously determined by this very convention, that 
his Lordship should be addressed for his opinion relative to this measure, the clergy ought 
to have waited for hia Lordship's paternal advice before they had proceeded aoy farther 
in an aflair of such vast importance. 

" Seventhly. Because we have particular objections to that part of ihe I'esolntton by 
which the committee are directed to apply, as it is termed, /oi' the hands of the majority 
of the clergy of thin colony .- a method of proceeding, in our opinion, conttary to the 
universal practice of the ChriaUan Church, it having been customary for the clergy to 
sign all acts of an ecclesiastical nature in public convention : whereas the manner of 
procuring their concurrence, now proposed, is unwertby the decorum and dignity by 
which so venerable a body ought ever to be guided." 

This matter was deemed of suffident importance to occupy tie attention of 
the House of Bm'geases, and on £he 12th of Jtily, they passed the following 
vote: 

" Resolved, nemine coiUradieeyite, That the thanks of this house be given to the Rev. 
Mr. Henley, the Rev. Mr. Owatkin, the Rev. Mr. Hewitt, and the Rev. Mr. Bland,* 
for the wise and well-timed opposition they have made to the pernicious project of a few 
mistaken clergymen for uitroducing an American bishop : a measure by which much 
disturbance, great anxiety, and apprehension would certainly take place among his 
Majesty's failhfui American subjects j and that Mr. Micbard Henry Lee and Mr. Bland 
do acquaint them therewith." 

The eircimiataiicos which we have just detailed unfortunately produced a 
coldness between the Episcopalians of Vii'ginia and those of the notthem 
pi'ovincca. The clergy at whose reqnest Df. Chandler had prepared the 
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" Appeal," appointed a committee, who prepared " An Address from tlie 
Clergy of New York and New Jeraoy, to the Episcopalians in Virginia." 
This was published in 1771, and in 1772 a sjiiritod pamphkt, in reply, was 
pnbliahed by Mr, Owatkin. 

There is a warmth of feeling betrayed in the Address and in Mr. GwaikitCs 
answer, the more to be lamented because it is obvious that the opinion of 
both parties was substantially the same on all the points discussed, save one, 
viz., the expediency at that time of making the proposed effort. Mr. 
Qwatkin explicitly declares that the authi^ra of the protest "have not any 
aversion to Episcopacy in genei'al, to that mode of it established in England, 
or even to an American Episcopate introduced at a proper time, hy proper 
authorities, and in a proper wanner" 

The grounds of opposition to an " immediate establishment" are stated to 
be " a prudential r^ard to the practicable, a desire to preserve peace, heal 
divisions, and calm the angry passions of an inflamed people." 

And on this point of expediency, it will probably now be confessed that the 
clergy of Virginia judged wisely. It certainly was a time when, in addition 
to aU the objections urged on former occasions, there might have been, 
presented the powerful consideration that the people of this country were 
hostile to the measure on political grounds, that they were fast verging to the 
point when they would not hesitate to resort to arms against the mother 
countiT, that the adoption of the scheme wonld inevitably exasperate the 
colonies to a forcible resistance in many parts of the continent. All this was 
known at home, and therefore the application was calculated only to increase 
the hostility among the colonists, widiout the slightest prospect of accomplish- 
ing any good. 

Considerations of this kind seem to have been present to the mind of Dr. 
Sfttith, for in the concluding sentence of the " Anatomist" (which is termi- 
nated abruptly before he had finished the discussion of all the points 
proposed), he uses this language : 

" Bui, in truth, from the gloomj' prospect that seems gathering against us on the olhel 
side of the Atlantio, it might be better for you and for me to cultivate domestic harmony 
for the present, and to suspend the settlement of our i«maining dlfTeienees to a more 
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THOUGHTS 

UPON THE PRESENT STATE OF THE 

CHUECH OF ENGLAND 

IN AIERICA. 

l^Writlen in 1764, — Author unceriain.J 



As tlie Civil, Commercial, and Militavy States of America are at present 
Tinder the eonaideratioa of his Majesty's Ministers, it is humbly hoped that, as 
soon as there is leisure to go ^rough this extensive suhjeot^ the State of the 
Church of England in those 'pai-ta wiU also be regarded, and the design so 
often mentioned, and so often misunderstood, of having Bishops appointed 
and settled in the Episcopal Colonies, will he maturely and imparlJally con- 
sidered. The great stccession to the British Empire in America calls for due 
attention to tlie Episcopal affaiiB there at this crisis. It cannot be thought 

{resumptuous to revive this subject now with all respect and submission. 
t would be ail omission not to do it, and it seems necessary to determine 
upon it at this juncture ; to reject or to model this Design, which to many 
experienced wise and good men, conversant in these Countries, appears so 
desirable for the sate of Government as weD as Eeligion. 

The Church of England is established in many Colonies, bnt without 
considering it estabhshed it seems even from the charters of the Colonies of 
New England to have an equitable clium to have order settled amongst its 
menihere according to its own discipline, as well as every other Perauasiou. 
Protestant Churches, of all Denominations, there, provide a succesMon of 
Ministers amongst themselves. This is the case of every Christian Church in 
the world except the Chnrch of England in America. To snpply that 
Ministry at great hazard and expence, a Voyage to England must be 
incnrred by the natives of Ameiiea, let them he ever so well qualified; 
in consequence of the DifBculties many iropropei' persons a 
sent from hence. 

The great lifew England Colonies were founded by those who fled from the 
Intolerance of the Church here in the last century ; and they enjoy there full 
and free liberty of conscience, and order in regard to tJieu" Ministers and 
CSiurches. Tte Principle is right, that it is not advisable fo send Bishops 
unto those Colonies, nor was it ever meant to disturb the niinds of those 
subjects of his Majesty by such a proceeding, or to infringe upon any one's 
Liberty in any Colony ; but to model eveiything upon tlie meat extensive 
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Principles of Toleration. The Ciiureh of England is the only one in those 
parts distingaiahed by the want of tha complcat Exercise of Ilelig^on aceord- 
ing to its Bites and Ceremonies, whilst it desires that all its fellow Pro- 
testants may enjoy the full exercise of their religion without any obstruction, 
according to their forms in eveiy part of his Majesty's dominions. 

Though, the Colonies settled with, those wlio dissent from the Chureh. of 
England are extensive and respectable, yet let it at the same time be consi- 
dered tSiat there are veiv great, equally great numbers of Episeopahans in 
America, who have equally aa esunest desire and a hii claim to have the order 
of their ChuivJi completed which hath never been ; and from this defect have 
arisen many inconvenienciiM and mischiefe ; and as the concerns of Gi'eat 
Brifeun are enlarged, more iuconveniend^ and mischiefe must consequently 
arise both to Church and State. 

The Bishop of London, by customary usage (which seems to have taken 
its iTse from accidental connexion) hath exercised Jurisdiction by his Commis- 
sary in the Plantations. The fiist mention of it is in 1620, Instructions 
were given at different times to the Govemors that the Clergy and School- 
meters should have Certificates of their Conformity from the Bishop of 
London. Accordingly he Ordained and gave Cettjficates to those tiat went 
to America ; and in 1685 the Governors are directed to give all countenance 
to the Bishop of London's Jurisdiction, except in collating to Beaefiees, 
gratiting Licenses for Marriages, and Probates of Wills, which are reserved 
to the Governors. So passed the Bishop of London's Pastoral care of the 
Colonies, very imperfectly indeed as to any real benefit to Religion. In 
1725, Sir Philip York and Sir Clement Wearg, then Attorney and Solicitor 
General, in a Report to the Privy Coundl, declared that the whole Ecclesias- 
ticid Junsdiction was in the Crown ; that the PlautatioiiS were not part of 
any Diocese in England, and that no jurisdiction could be exercised there 
leg^ly but by Commission from the King under the Great Seal Upon this 
Bishop Gibson sent out a Commission. Bishop Sherlock who succeeded him 
in 1^48 thought the Commission imperfect and ineffectual, and did not take 
one out^ The last Commissary died sometime before Bishop Sherlock, and 
none hath been appointed since. The succeeding Bishops of London took 
out no CoHiiiiission, and at present there is neither Commission nor Commis- 
sary, nor any legal jurisdiclJoa in Ecclesiastical affaii's in America but what is 
vested in his Majeshr. 

The Bishop of London acts now according to the old usage. But how 
impracticable is it in him to fulfill his duty as he would wish, in any respect, 
to any good purpose, even if he had a Commission fL^om the King, as Bishop 
Gibson had 1 Some Jurisdiction is necessary, but Lispection is more so. No 
one who is senable of the weight that is upon every honest mind in executing 
the trust of confening orders, and the expediency of that previous knowledge 
which every Bishop would willingly have of the character of the candidates ; 
No one who knows the neoesaty of constant attention to right conduct m the 
dergy, and to inatr uetion of the youth ; !No one who has been witness of 
what may be pi-eserved in order, or put into order by regular Visitations ; 
No one who rdlects on the gi'eat service which it is to persons of all s 



particularly through the common ranks of Life, with regard to plain know- 
ledge and plain Virtue (which are foundations of the Principles of the 
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Community) to have education kept in a light method ; No one who has 
seen the general Benefit in the previous steps to Confii'mation, and the 
rational use of it. — No one who has an idea of the just Influence of 
Residence and Mutual Cowespondence of a Bishop with his Clergy, of the 
Superintendanoe, the Example, the Assistance of a Man of Character and 
Discretion at the Head of a Diocese ; No one who has any experience or 
sense of these things can ever say, that the Bishop of London could at auy 
time take any competent care of the Plantations, as a Bishop. Nor did the 
ablest prelate that ever filled that chair ever think that he could, or ever 
wish to continue in so irksome and fraitless an office. 

It seems equally improbable that a Commission of different Bishops here, 
or Itinerant Bishops sent there for a time, or a number of Commissaries 
inhabiting there would do any real service in the present state of America. 
Dioceses in England, which have been long formed and regulated, do not 
perhaps require so much attention as those extensive and irregular countries 
where vast Ti'aets ai'e withont Churches or Ministers, and nothing but the 
immediate eye of a constant resident Bishop can produce order amongst 
Instructors, as well as those who are to be instiiicted in Rehgion, can watch 
over the great influx of Foreign Pi'ot«stants, and by encouraging of worthy 
pei'sons acceptable to people increase the Establishments of Religion, and 
•seenre obedience to Government. 

It could not be expected that a Bishop living in England could do anything 
effectually even in liie enlightened state in which America was in the last 
■century and the banning irf this. But the state of America within these last 
thirty years, and particularly by the late regulations, is so different, so much 
more known, and so much more valuable, that the subject of Ecclesiastioal 
alMra, as well as all others, is gi-eafly extended in comparison of former 
■times. From the year 1672, when a Bishop was firat thought of for Virginia, 
to 1760, when the subject was dropped in compliance with a Messi^ from 
hia Majesty's Ministers, it does not appear from any of the Papei-s, that this 
subject has ever been fully and impartially considered. It now becomes 
much mora important for the service of Religion and Government, and 
objections may diminish or disappeai', when the numbers, dispositions, and 
di'CumBtances are brought into view in their present state, and the design 
fairly laid open, aa it is here, with the most dutifiil and zealous Intentions for 
his Majesty's service, and firm Resolution of cheerful obedience to his Royal 
Pleasure whatever he shall in his Royal Wisdom determine. 

Upon a review of the numbers in May, 1762, exclusive of the new acquisi- 
.lions, there were in the American Colonies and the Islands: 



Total of the Inhabitants 
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Episcoj alitns 

Presfcytenans Indppendants wd Aii'thajt st'i 
People >f v-iiioiis Dpiiom idtons Oeimm bcctu es Jews 
QuakoTS Papists Ac 


in 000 
J91 000 

468 000 




1 260 000 



This general calculition w-ia foimed as esictly as the ciicumstances would 
allow upon piiticul'U cikulat ont, m each Colony by Pen ns con\ei^'nit in 
America. The new ac<iuis]tion3 must increase the number of Inhabitants 
considerably 

In Maijland the Church of Enghnd is e.'^tahliwhed by Chartei and m fiet 
there are forty two Panshes though tl e ] lopnetoi wis i P pist, a d m uy 
Papists are now theie 

In Pennsvl inia all Pei'&uasions -i t i nited ai 1 i o ljpL,t oi s to L aho]. 
arise from thei ce 

In New England many Indeppidiits mi^ olject th ugh jeiiijs lot 
so many as is imiginpd, and none can gne a reason but wfait must 
contradict then own Pimci] les of Libeity and deny to othcis an equal 
claim to such Privileges as they enyay If we can jndge by the opinions of 
the chief persons of the establ shed Lhuich of Scotlii d oi of those who dissent 
from the Chu ch of England heie the body of Djs"eutejs mil not be as 
they ha^e no leaaon to be ofi^nded though some of the wa ■meat in Amenca 
might caie Moderation on all sdes is moie umvers'il It s owned that 
order is necessary to every Estabhsbment of Religion, and that religion itseli 
cannot properly be supported without it. Now there is a manifest deficiency 
in the order and diseipUne of the Church of England in America, by wanting 
Bishops ; and no objections against supplying it will be made by any one 
who baa a just value for the doctrine of Toleration, and is a sincere well 
wisher to Piety, Viiiue, and good Govei-nment : provided the Kegulatjons in 
settling Bishops are calculated not to offend or disturb those who enjoy their 
Liberty of Conscience to its full extent. 

In this and in all other important subjects there will be different opinions ; 
and perhaps it creates fewer aniraosilies lo decide about a proposal upon a 
sense of its fitness than to seek for a variety of sentiments. Objections aiise 
from different motives, from Ucentioiisness, from a disUke of any inspec- 
tion, from an undistinguishing aversion to all Church Discipline, fi'om old 
inveteracy against the Church of England, from prepossession ag^nst unseem- 
ing novelty, fi'om varioiis views and passions. In the late Reign the fears of 
disturbing his Majesty's Government, particularly in New England, influenced 
the Ministers that they not only, perhaps very wisely, hesitated about the 
Proposal of sending Bishops in America, but finally postponed it. These 
fears seem to have been carried too far, and probably other reasons were 
combined in them. But the scene has been so much more in view lately and 
BO much enlarged, that in the opinion of impartial and understanding Pei'sons 
Government is more likely now to suffer in its tranquillity and stability by 
the imperfect state of the Church of England in America, which can only li 
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set right by tbe residence of Bishops thera. The Heats too of the most 
respectable part of the Dissentei^ are ao abated, tliat in the eye of the most 
Wmid Policy apprehensioD of any considerable uneasiness in that Quarter 
seems groundless. There does not seem a greater Ijkehhood of reviving 
Church Parties, and Dissenaons, and Controversies by this step than by the 
Establishment of the Church of England in the new acquiations. Nor can 
there be any sort of grounds to foresee consequences of exorbitant Church 
Power, of any Spiritual lyi'anny or Intolerance.. The Inclinations and 
Principles of Ibe chief of the Clergy manifestly do not tend that way ; and 
if ever they should, the proposed regulations may entirely defeat such ideas. 
It must be owned that the probable conseqnence will be the increase of the 
Church of England in America when tbe present disorder of it is removed; 
but it should be considered that the Civil Government here may receive great 
suppoil; there from such increase, and that it is no less important, even as a 
matter of State, that Ecclesiastics should be able to do good, than that they 
should not be able to do harm. 

That there may be some zealous Tndependants in Ameiioa, who will cry 
out at such aa appointment, and alai-nx tJiemselves and others with false 
suspicions ; and even that many persons will not care for any step taken 
towards promoting order, ia probably trae ; but it is fitting to be done by 
his Majesty upon principles of tme Eeli^on and sound Pohcy. The objections 
of sncli Persons might be an additional Reason to the State for doing it. 

His Majesty's Koyal Protection is extended to Protestants of all Denomina- 
tions, and the Cbm'ch of England humbly hopes for it in this instance of 
settling Bishops in America. This appointment is not only useful but 
necessary to the welfere of that Church, to the regular administration of its 
offices and puiposes of Eeligion and Virtue which is fie end of its establish- 
ment. This design appears reasonable in itself, and free from every material 
Inconvenience or just objection ; And if his Majesty, upon a view of the 
Equity, the Safety, and Advantage of it, thinks fit to give orders for carrying 
it info execution, the mode must be referred to his Maje.sty's Determination. 
However, the following thoughts are humbly submitted for consideration, 
which occur after reflecting upon it, and which though imperfect may excite 
better. 

Four sitfragan Bishops to the See of Canterbury or London may be 
appointed by tbe King in conformity to the Statute in the tnenty-skth year of 
Henry VIH. 

Of these none should reside in the Colonies where the Government is in 
the hands of Dissenters, as in New England. It is only desired that they 
may ordain clergymen for such Church of England Congregations as are in 
those Colonies, inspect into the manners and behaviour of the Episcopal 
elei^y there, aud confirm such fit persons as may offer themselves for that 



e of the four Bishops might he at Burlington in New 
Jeraey, or at New York, His Diocese might comprehend all that is East of 
the River Delaware. 

Second. At William and Mary's College at Williamsburg in Vii^nia. His 
Diocese might comprehend all that is west of tbe River Ddaware as far as the 
Southern Boundary of North Carolina. 
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Third. At Charlestown in South Carolina. Hia Diocese might C( 
all from tile Northern Boundary of South Carolina to the Gnlf of Floiida, 
and also the Island of Jamaica, for the passage to Jamaica is said to be easier 
from the Continent than the other Islands, 

Fourth. At Coddrington College in Barbadoes. His Diocese might com- 
prehend all the Islands, exclusiye of Jamaica. 

Aa to the income, it should be enitahle to such a character and suffident 
to secure a proper respect, and as far as can be jiidged from the eapense of 
living and extent of the Dioceses, it seems that £1000 sterling per annum is 
the least that can be allowed, and £1,500 is tlie most that is requisite. 

The people of the Colonies must not be huithened with the maintenance 
of the Bishops, but the Income may be raised by many ways, some mora 
eligible than othem. 

There is £3,800 now in the Funds at three per cent, which arose from 
vaidous Benefactions towards this design, besides £1,000 given by Archbishop 
Tennison, and £1,000 left by Mr. Fisher this year; and £500 by Bishop 
Osbaldiston, This might be employed in buying houses, stock, &c, at first, 
and other Benefections might come in. But to avoid uncertainty, the Income 
might be made sure by annexing some great Living in the Diocese to the 
See of the Bishop, who would also officiate as often as circumstances would 
allow, in the Parochial Duty of it. Some Pi'ebend, or Sinecure, in England 
in the gift of the Croivn, might he held with the Bishopricli, as some are by 
Persons in the Universities here ; a Salaiy out of the Revenues of "William 
and Mary College might ha added to the Bishoprict of Virginia ; and a 
salary out of the Eevenues of Coddrington College to tlie Bishop of the 
Islands. Beades this. Lands now unappropriated might be allotted to mahe 
op a sufficient Income ; or a small part might be granted oiit of the Quit- 
Bente, which are said to be capable of gi'eat advancement for the King's 
service. 

There has been of a long time £I00 allotted out of the Quit-Eenta of 
Vii^nia to the company there; and ^£20 has been given by the Crown ever 
since 1679 as a Bounty to each Minister that goes from hence for his passage 
to Ameiica. There would be a saving in these two articles ; and in general 
the maintenance of the Bishops will not be a difficulty, and may be modelled 
iu many ways, if it is thoiight fit to appoint tliem. 

A& to the powers. There has been the Difficulty and the stumbling block 
from a fear of spiritutd Courts, without Eeason or Distiiiction ; but if the 
powers desired here are considered fidrly, there is no real ground for objection or 
Suspicion, or Jealousy. The appointment of Bishops may appear unprece- 
dented in the Colonies, but surely it is as unprecedented to have so many 
Episcopalian Churches without a Bishop, and to expect the end without the 
means of Religion, As to the Jurisdiction of the siiffragan Bishops, it cannot 
be justly olgected to, as it is no greater than what has been eserdsed by the 
Commissary of the Bishop of London. It may be specified to prevent harm, 
and limited by his Majesty to any Degree in conformity to the statute in the 
twenty-sixth Henry VIII. No coercive powers are desired over the 
Laty, but only to regulata the Behaviour of the Episcopal clergy and Clerks 
of Parishes, and to punish them according to the Law of the Church of 
England in case of Misbehaviour or Neglect of Duty. The directing and 
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enforcing the Reparation of their Pai'sonage Houses and Chn h t g th 
with a due Provision of all such things as the Laws require f th d nt 
and orderly performance of Divine Service therein, shoiild bi^ il o nnd tbe 
Jurisdiction. 

Nothing is dedred for such Bishops that may in the least interfere with the 
Dignity, authority, or Interest of the Governor or any other officer of State. 
Probates of Wills, Licenses fot Marriage, &e., are to be left in the hands 
where they are. Delegates too may be appointed ftere or here, to whom 
appeal might be from a Bishop's Jurisdiction, and thereby all irregular extent 
of power curbed, if ever it should be thought of by him. Wo shave in the 
temporal government is desii'cd for our Bishops, but every endeavour should 
be used by them to eo-operate with the Governors for the public good, by 
mutual advice and assistance ; and chiefly by sowing the seeds that will 
insensibly produce right temper and conduct ; and by instiUing and propa- 
gating sound principles in the people, which are the strongest hold in the 
structure of Goveinment, and the firmest guard to seeiire obedience. If his 
Majesty thinks fit the Bishop may be by his office a member of every 
Council in his Diocese, as the Surveyor General jn his Department This is 
not desired, except it is thought that it would enable the Bishops to be of 
more assistance to the Governors and useful to the State. 

Many other regulations wiser and better may occur to his Majesty's 
Ministcis in a course of candid dehberation upon this subject; and if die 
design is hkely to be beneficial to the administratdon of Government in 
Church and State, and productive of every good end in both, surely there is 
no I'eason to stop it for fear of imaginary Dangers or Hierarchical Powei's, 
which can never take effect, when there are retd Difficulties which may now 
be removed, and lasting advantage which may be gained by pursuing it. 

If this Propcsal is not thought fit to be taken into consideration at this 
Juncture, there is little reason to hope for it ever succeeding. But the wise 
and good men in general are convinced from Reason and Esperience, that 
the appointment of Bishops in America would have been at all times of 
considerable service, and is now become much more necessary for the culti- 
vating Religion and Virtue, for the Propagating Principles conducive to the 
Quiet of the State, and securing the Allegiance and Loyalty of his Majesty's 
subjects in those parts; and therefore if unhappily it is thought advisable to 
lay aside so eseelfent a design, the Members of the Church of England, both 
at home and abroad, will receive this Decision with the most serious concern. 
Yet they will continue their sincere endeavours ia carry on every good 
puipose agi'eeably to the Prindples of their Religion as far as its imperfect 
state there will allow ; and always shew ihemselv^ faithful, active and 
vi^lant to the best of their ability in maintaining tlie Peace and Security of 
his Majesty's Government in tbc Colonies. 
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Arckliiskop of Canterbury to Dr. W, Smiih, of Pennsylvania — 3766. 

" Good Dr. Smith : 

" It is long since I wrote to you ; eielcneas and busiDess 
have had their shares in preventiog me, but the chief hindrance hath been, 
tiaat I could say nothing determinate concemiDg our principal American 
affairs, nor indeed can I now. The he^nning of last year we thought an 
eeeleaiaatical settlement of Quebec was almost made, on which a Bishop 
might easily be gi'afted. But that was opposed by one great man as too 
favourable, by another aa not favourable enougb, fo the Papists. Then the 
Ministry changed ; we were to begin again ; and couM get nothing but feir 
words, though the King interposed for us. Now it is changed once more, 
and whether we shall fare better or worse for M, I cannot guess. I have 
begged the Bishop of London te talte out a Commi^ion. He is backward ; 
but I hope at length to prevail, and then wo may set up our Corresponding 
Societies. There were no improper expressions in the Addi'ess of the Connec- 
ticut or of the New York and Mew Jersey clergy ; but they came when both 
you and we were on fire about the Stamp Act ; and so were not presented. 
But the King was apprised of the contents of them, and desired they might 
be postponed. The Bishops have expressed their good wishes to Mr. 
"Wheelock's School, but declined contributing to it, aa the Society designs to 
set up one in imitation of it, which Sir William Johnson, who desires to be a 
member of the Society, presses as pecuharly seasonable. We have sent to 
ask his advice, and Mr. "Barton's, and shall be glad of youis and every 
Friend's, in what place or places, under what Masters or Regulations, we 
may best begin die work. I was at firet for sending Indians to Mr. 
Wireelock to be afterwards Episcopally Ordained ; but Mr. Apthorp was 
clear, that thw would all turn out Presbyterians, Mr. Whitfield bath got 
such hold of Lord Dartmouth, who was First Lord of Trade till a few C^ys 
ago, that I laboured in vain to oppose his scheme for the Orphan House. 
But if it be not completed, I hope it may now be altered. I wrote a long 
Letter to Mr. Duche in December, in answer to one from him about bis 
religions notions. I hope he hath communicated it to you, and hath at least 
received no harm from it. I considered Mr. Peter's as some way superior to 
the comphment of a Dr.'s Degi'ee; but if you find be would like it, and think 
it would be useful, I can easily obtiun it on your sending me word, where he 
was educated, what Degree he hath, what age he is, <fec. I condole with you 
on the sad ]o^ of Messrs. Wilson and Giles and your Brother, which I 
mentioned to the King as one argument for American Bishops. You will 
have had an account from Dr. Burton of what the Society have done on the 
occasion, and T hope you will find that sooner- or later, such care, as we can, 
hath been taken, or will be taken, of every thing which you have recom- 
mended to us ; particularly we shall be mindful of what Mr, Peters and you 
desire concerning Sussex and Kent Counties. Mr. Neill hath been directed 
not to give his assistance any longer to Mr. Macclenachan's congregation, as 
they have made no application to the Bishop of London. The clergy at N. 
Yoi'k have been alai'med with a Eeport, that the American Dissenters are 
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uniting theraaelves with tlie Kirk of Scotland, in hopes of obtaining, by thdr 
nieana, some new privileges from our Parliament. I do not apprehend any 
danger of that sort. Pray write freqnently and fully about everything, 
tUough I should write seldom and briefly. Yet I will endeavour to mend in 
that respect, if I am able. But at least be assured, that I shall take much 
notice of jour Information and advice, and that I am, 
" With gi'eat Eegard, 

" Your loviui)' Brother, 



" Lanibelli, August 2, 17GG." 



. Can 



[The hiatnary of tlie alienation of the glebes in Virginia from the Church, 
by the Leg^lature, is well known. The following memorial will serve to 
show how miinf'ully our brethren of the laity, of that day, contended for 
what they deemed their rights :] 

"Halifax County, Virginia, July, 1795. 
" To the honourable the Speaker and other Members of the Souse of 
Delegates, sundry Inhabitants of the Parish of Antrim and County of 
Halifax, be// leave to offer the following Benvmstrance and Petition: 

"Relying on the wisdom, the impartiality, and patriotism of the House, we 
come forward, on the present occasion, to express our sentiments by remon- 
strating with the most determined firmness against the attacks which are now 
made on our dearest rights. It is well known to the Honourable House 
that Petitions have frequently been presented to it by the Baptists and their 
adherents, praying for a sale of the Glebe lands always in possession of, and 
now for some considerable time vested by law in, the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Concerning Petitions of this kind in general, permit us to observe, 
that from their origin wo have always viewed them with estremo dissatisfac- 
tion, conceiving them to be hostile to the peace of the community, and 
opposed to those principles which give security to . property, in every free 
government. At the lat« happy reFdution, everything was settled on a sure 
foundation; The great principles of Republicanism were then estabhshed, 
and they have since continued to influence most of our publick deliberations. 
It was then declared ' That all men are equally entitled to the free exercise of 
religion ;' a privilege which, since that time, we have all equally enjoyed. 
And the great maxim adopted by our Legiahitors since the Declai'ation seems 
to be, to aepai'ate religion, as far as relates to its temporal support or . 
establishment, as much as possible from the political institutions of our 
country. Accordingly, by the first General Assembly that met, after the 
formation of our Constitution, in 17T6, it was enacted, "That all and every 
Act of ParUament which rendera criminal the maintaining any opinions in 
matters of religion, forbearing to repair to Church, or the exercising any 
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mode of worship wiiatsoeTer, shall hencefovtii be of no Talidity or force 
within this Commonwealth.' In the very next section of the same Act, ' All 
Dissentefs, of whatever denominatioji, from the Church,' at that time, 
' established by law, are totally freed and exempted from all levies, taxes, 
and impositions whatsoever, towai-ds supporting and maintaining the smd 
Church, as it now is, or hereafter may bo, established, and its ministers.' 
And \)Y the fourth section of the said acA, it is larther enacted, ' That there 
shall ill all time coining he saved and reserved to the use of tlie Church by 
law established, the several tracts of Glebe lands already purchased, the 
churches and chapels already built, and such as were befi^un or contracted for 
before the passing of this Act, for the use of the Parishes ; all books, plate, 
and ornaments belonging or appropriated to the use of the said church, &c. ; 
and that there shall moreover be saved or reserved to the use of such 
Parishes as may have received private donations, for G:iq better snpport of 
the said church and its ministers, the jjerpetual benefit and enjoyment of all 
such donations.' This Act was generally satislactory at the time it waa 
passed. It gave the Baptists and other JDiasentei's all whioh, at that time, 
they demanded. It flowed as a consequent from the last article in the 
Declaration of Eights, concerning Religion ; and sei-ves as the basis, next to 
the Constitution itself, whereon the peace, the prosperity, the security, and 
independence of all religious societies I'est. Therefore, to attempt innovations 
now with regard to rehgious afiaira, or with regard Id the property belonging to 
any religious society, indicates deigns, in our apprehension, highly iniroicd to 
the spirit of our Constitution, designs of a threatening and revolutionary aspect, 
in their consequences pregnant with injustice and persecution, perhaps with 
tumult and blood, and such as we cannot contemplate in prospect without 
abhorrence. 

" When we address this Honourable House, our duty and our wish is, to 
use the language of respect But being sincere, the expression of our senti- 
ments must correspond with our peroejDtions of the subject. Neither do we 
wish to weary the attention of this House on a subject which has so often 
come under ite consideration. But we request ta be heard with patience, 
whilst, not only for the foregoing considerations, but tdso for the following 
reasons, we remonstrate against all memonals and petitions for the sale of 
Glebes, either ei " ' ' 



9 conceive it to be contrary to the Constitution of this 
country. 

" Neither the State nor Federal Constitution, indeed, say anything 
expressly concerning Glebes, or the property belonging to any religious 
society. This was unnecessary. They left such pro|)erty as they found it, 
and as it always had been, in the possession, and to the use of each society 
respectively ; and doing so, we conceive that it ought still so to remam B t 
it is not necessary for us in ttis case to rely on an argument merely n ^ t 
For if a law were pa^ed by the Assembly for the sale of the Gil 1 ds 
which have been in possession of the Church ever since the fi t setti 
ment of this country, and been confinned to her by their own A t n ly 
twenty years ago, such a law, having an expost facto view, would ee t nly a 
its own nature, be unconstitutionaL 
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"2d]y Because it would destroy that confidence which we and tlio rest 
of the community ought always to have in tlie Legislature. 

" Tho Assembly of Virginia has already pledged its Legislative faith, the 
most solemn pledge and firmest sanction which a free State can give, that 
this piojerty sh'ill, 'm all time coming, be saved and reserved to the use of ' 
our ehiiich "We aie sensible that ttiis Assembly has powere adequate to 
repeal the law But should it now be repealed, and the property disposed 
of, according to the prayer of the Baptists, it would tend fo sap the founda^ 
tjon of those rights by which property in general ia held, introduce into 
the Acts of Assembly instability and uncertainty, be a flactuation in law 
which we are confident ia without precedent in Virginia, and thua would 
overturn that trust and secuiity which should always be placed in the Le^a- 
lature. It would also be a violation of right; for we think that the 
Assembly may, as in the case of escheats, vest landed property in an 
individual or society, which property cannot be talien away without an 
equivalent, by a subsequent Assembly, with equal powers, unless at the same 
tJme jusfiee and the constitution be disregai'ded. Should the law simply be 
repealed, stall the property would be held by a certain body of men who 
were in the rightful possession of it before that law was made. Aud a 
question of the greatest magnitude, and involving the highest interests, 
would arise: whether tbis property always held and enjoyed by a certain 
aociety, and still appUed to the use for which it was originally set apart, could 
be taken from them without trampling on their rights aa men and as citizens. 

" 3dly. Because we conceive that by the Baptists and their abettors, the 
meaning of the fourth Article of our Declaration of Rights is misrepresented, 
when tSey assert, that in confonnity to the spirit of that article, the Act 
vesting the Glebe lands in the Protestant Episcopal Church is unconstitu- 
tional. 

"That article declares 'That no man or set of men are entitled {« exclusive 
or separate emoluments or privileges from the community, but in considerar 
tion of pnblick services.' Here, as the Glebes are vested in na by law, they 
would insist that we enjoy ' exclusive emoluments from the community.' If 
we did, it would be something which the community paid for since the 
revolution ; whereas the community or commonwealth oi Virginia gave no 
new or original grant to the church, for all the Glebes were purchased and 
paid for before the revolution, and most of them one hundred yeara prioi- to 
that event. The community only pledged itself to guaranty to the Church, 
not any new property at that time or ever since given her, but the property 
at that time m her rightful possession, and which has been hers from the 
beginning. But we do not perceive that the article alluded to has any 
relation to this question ; ila object being to prevent hereditary offices in the 
dvil government. 

" 4thly. Because your Remonstrants, with the rest of the community, are 
involved in an unnecessary expense. 

" Glebes, trom their very ori^n, have been held by Minister and Vestrira, 
by use, by prescription, by law, by everything that constitutes a sufficient 
right ; and yet to maintsun this right we are taxed, and that not onij- to pay 
those who advocate its security, but also those who wish to destroy it But 
rather than relinquish our right to anything, however trivial that thing may 
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n itself, and particularly before we will relinquish om- rigM in tlie property 
Dging to us as a reli^ous society, we will murmui' at no expense incurred 
for its security. 

" Sthly. Because by holding this property no superiority or pre-eminence, as 
ia alleged, is conferred on ua by law, which indeed would be odious in 
Eepublican Government, 

" We, as well as the Constitution and Laws of our country, justly abhor 
distinctions with regard to religious sects, or with regard to the right of 
holding property; and as we enjoy no auporiority above others by law, so we 
claim none. But the rights and property which are oufs already by the Con- 
stitution and by law, which were ours before the revolution, during its 
progress, and ever since, and which were never attempted to be taken from 
ua until veiy lately, we cannot now be deprived of, without violating the 
principles of justice, and that principle of equality which they themselves 
pret«nd to advocate. For if this property ia taken from us at the request of 
one sect or party, it will ci-eate a distinction in favour of that party or sect; 
and would be one mean of putting it ia their power to estabmh their own 
religion and tenets on the ruins of those of another. 

" For the foregoing reasons, and a variety of otheis ivhich might ba 
adduced, did we wish to trespass on the patience of this House, we remon- 
strate against the sale of Glebis in general ; and (o what has abeady been 
advanced, we add the following reasons why we remonstrate in particular 
agmnst the Petition or Petitions praying for a sale of the Glebe belonging to 
Antrim Parish, in this County : 



e should tiie Glebe of Antrim Parish be sold by the operation 
of an Act of Assembly, none will deny that the Episcopalians would be 
entitled to their proportion of the money. 

" But tlie injustice done the Episcopal Society must be obvious in taking 
their Church property out of their own bauds, and appropriating that part 
of it which would fall to their share, even on the prindples of th(»e who 
petition for a sale, to a public purpose ; for the Episcopalians are as able and 
as willing as any otiier denommation to pay whatever taxes may be expedient 
for the support of the Federal and State Governments, or whatever levies 
may be necessary for the order, the safety, or convenieney of their county, and 
do not choose that their ahai-e of the money arising from ihe sale of the 
Glebe, if an equal division is to take place after the sale, should be appropri- 
ated lo a different purpose. If it be urged that a majority of the people in 
this county have a right to have the money appropriated according to their 
wish, yet it should be remembered that neither in a County nor in a State 
can a majority of the people violate the constitutional rights of the minority. 
If it be said that the right itself is in dispute, we reply that we and our 
wieestors have been in posaeesion of this right from the earliest settlement of 
this country, and under different forms of government ; that it is ours by use, 
by prescription, by law, and that now we cannot be deprived of it, without 
compelhng us to submit to laws, in their own nature having retiospective 
views, and in their operation involving fsc post facU) circumstances; which 
would be unconstitutional and oppressive. If it be said that the county, or 
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people in the county, originally paid for the Glebe, or that it was paid for by 
the State or community at large, and therefore that the State or a, majority of 
the people in thia county, have a right to have it sold; yet it should be 
remembered that the State, and likewise the County, by ila repreaentatiou in 
the State Legislature, has, in a constitntional sense, ' saved and reserved' it to 
the religious uses of a certain society. And for tile State or County to 
vioiata its pubhck feith, by taking back what it oneo gave, would be fully as 
tmjuat as for one individual fo violate a contract entered into with another, or 
take back what he formerly gave him. Neilier is it certain, although it may 
be so represented to this Honourable House, that it is the wish of a majority 
of the people in this county to have tJie Glebe sold ; for no fair and equal 
measures have been adopted fo ascertain their sentiments on the subject. It 
is, in fact, more a party dispute than anything else ; and your Remonstrants 
are very sensible of tha disadvantages they lie under in flaia, that they have 
it not in their power, escept in their present address, to obviate any misrepre- 
sentations which may be made, as both the Deleipites from this county 
are decidedly for the sale of our Glebe. We think that the Baptists we, 
perha^js, the most numerous denomination of Christians in this county at 
present, and for the most part busying themselves ia elections, our candidates 
and ddegates gecai'ally embrace the views, and espouse the claims of that 
party. But we also thank tliat there is a part of tlie people fuUy as numerous 
as they are, who have joined no church, who are very indiffirent with regard 
to affaire of this kind, and particularly with regard to the point in dispute ; 
but who have been prevailed upon by the Baptists and tlidr partizans to sign 
the petition for the sale of our Glebe, which, had the matter been represented 
to them in a just point of view, we are confident they would not have done. 
Thia House cannot be ignorant of tbe uuderband and imjiistifiable means 
which are often made use of in procuring subscribers to Petitions of this kind, 
that too often principle is sacrificed to party, and reason to passion. But we 
triBt tliat this House, sitting as the Guardian of Rigbts, will not violate 
the sacred deposit placed in her hands, but that she will, ' without favour, 
afiection, or partidity,' secure to every cla^ and description of meo, the 
privileges and rights which, by tie Constitution, and by Law, they now 
enjoy. 

"Sclly. Because the Episcopal Society within this county has been at 
considerable expense in repairing the Ch-urcbes of the Parish, and tailing 
care of the sodal property. 

" Tliese expenses were cheerfully incurred under the firm belief- — a belief 
which still forms part of their political creed — that tbe Assembly of Virginia 
would never grant its approbation to have their Glebe or any part of their 
Church property disposed of, to gratify the wishes of any sect .or any party 
whatever; and which they conceive it cannot indeed do, consistent with 
justice and the constitution. But if the Glebe is sold, this money will have 
been expended, not for their own benefit and use, but that of the Baptists or 
some otiier sect, as the Churches will eventually fall into their hands, your 
Remonstrants being partly deprived of the means of procuring a Minister of 
theii' own persuasion. This, mdeed, would not bo a direct prohibition of the 
'free exercise of their rehgion,' which by tiie constitution, 'all men are 
equally entitled to,' though in its effects it would extend that far ; and there- 
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fore would bo ini constitution a), inaamuch as it would do violence to Useir 
conscientious principles, either by depriving them entirely of religious 
ordinances and the means of instruction in that Church which they prefer to 
all others, or by obliging them to have reconi'se to some other with which 
their consciences -nnll not pennit tliem to join. And we espeet it will not be 
denied, that wliatever by a natural consequence produces an unconstitutional 
effect, must in itself be unconstitutional. 

" Sdly. Because the LicTiinhent of this Pariah, one of your Remonstranfa, 
has been at coJBiderable expense in improving the Glebe lands and repairing 
the plantation. 

" He has occupied these lands for nearly five years. When he received 
them, the fences were entirely in a minous situation ; and the repairs and 
improvements he has made, not only in that respect, but in several others, 
have far exceeded the profits derived from the plantation, accurate statements 
of which he can produce. But if the Glebe is sold, agreeable to the prayer 
of the Petition for that purpose, he will thus have expended the little he 
had to spare for the benefit of the County at large, to which the Glebe, with 
its appurtenances and improvements, if sold, would be little more than a 
mite. It may indeed be represented to the House, that he wasted tie Glebe 
lands by cutting down and selling the timber. Since he has occupied these 
lands, lliere has been timber sold off the premises to the amoiint of thirty- 
three shillings, all of which, escept a few trees, would have been given gratis, 
as the rest encumbered a few acres intended to have been cleared. Bnt the 
money laid out in improving the place has far exceeded that amount. 
Circumstances of this Mnd, however, are to be judged of by the Vestry of the 
PaiTsh, and come with no propriety under the cognizance of any others. It 
may also be represented to tins House, that the Incumbent neglects some of 
the churches. in his Parish, and attends only at those where fliey pay him ; 
to which it is replied, that the Incumbent makes known to the Vestiy of the 
Parish and people at large on what conditions he can officiate at the diurches, 
which conditions they deem reasonable. Where these conditions ai'e complied 
with, he ^ves a regmai' attendance, either at the churches, or anywhere else 
in the Parish. Whei'e they are not, it is not in his power. And your 
Remonstrants are astonished that circumstances coming entirely under their 
notice, as they relate to their own church government and the rules of their 
sect, should in the least be submitted to the consideration of others, and 
pai-ticularly when they are so represented that, through their medium, the 
minister may be seen in an uniavourable point of view. 

" 4thly, Because the petition for the sale of the Glebe of Antrim Parish in 
this County, strikes, is the most unconstitutional, arhiti-ary, and persecuting 
maimer, in tie first place, at the rights of the Minister and Vestry, and 
through their medium, those of the whole Episcopal Society within the 
Parisli. 

"In the year 1784, an Act was passed to 'empower the Vestry of Antrim, 
in the county of Halifax, to sell the Glebe of the s^d Parish, and to lay out 
the money in purchasing a more convenient one.' The former Glebe has 
been sold, agreeable to this Act, and the money laid oat in purchasing a 
more convenient one, agreeably to the third section of the said Act, namely, 
' ITiat the money arising from the sale of the said Glebe sball bo by the said 
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Vestry laid out and applied towards purchasing a more convenient Glebe for 
the use and benefit of the Minister of the said Parish for the time being, for 
ever.' In the year 1*784, an Act was passed for incorporating the Protestant 
EpBcopal Church. This Act gave offence, and was repeated in 1786 ; in 
consequence of which the several powers ijf government and disdpline in the 
swd Church returned to the members at Wge, to be freely exei'cised by them 
as by any other religious sodety ; for in the ' Act to Repeal the Act for 
Incorporating the Protestant Episcopal Ohnrch, and for other purposes,' there 
is a clanse to the following effect, namely : ' Saving to all religious societies 
the property to them respectively belonging, who are hereby authorized to 
appoint from time to time, according to the rules of their sect, trustees, who 
shall be capable of managing and applying such property to the religious 
uses of such societies.' We, as a religious society, have appointed trustees, 
' according to the rules of our sect, for managing the property to us belon^ng, 
and applying it to the rehgious uses of our society ;' and ' according to the 
rules of our sect,' made in a Convention of the clerical and lay deputies of 
our church, it is an established Canon among us, 'That no peiBon shall be 
received into any Parish within thb Commonwealth, as a Minister, nntil he 
shall have entered into a contract in writing with the Vestry or Trustees on 
behalf of the society within such Parish, by which it shall be stipulated and 
declared that he holds the appointment subject to removal, agi'eeably to the 
rules and Canons of the Convention of Uie Protestant Episcopal Church 
within this State.' Here is a contract entered into, by the Minister on one 
wde, and by the Vestry or Trustees, in behalf of the Society, on the other; 
and that contract authorized to be made by law, ' according to the rules of 
onr sect.' Your Remonstrants now wish to call the attention of this House 
to the tenth section of the first article of the Federal Constitution, and 
will submit it to their judgment, whether a Glebe can be taken from a 
Minister and Vestry without violating that pai't of the Constitution; for 
among the prohibitory clauses in the section just mentioned of the Federal 
Constitution are the following, \Az.: 'ITo Staf« shall pass xaj ex post facto 
law, or law impmring the obligation of contracts.' Whereas a contract has 
been entered into, and is on record in the Vestry Books of this Parish, a 
contract authorized to be made by law, a contract of the most solemn kind, 
a contract concerning the use of tliat property which ever was, and still is 
ours, by the constitution, and by the common and statute laws of the land ; 
and concerning that kind of service which is the most interesting and 
important of any. But all these bulwarks of happiness and security, law, 
prescription, custom, contracts, and constitution, are, by this Petition for the 
sale of our Glebe, to be prostrated benealh the feet of a party. No. The 
Assembly of Vir^cia, the House of Delegates, will never permit it. And 
even were not the constitution and laws so express on this subject, yet we 
doubt not but this House will abhor the prayer of any Petition, by whatever 
hand it is presented, or from whomsoever i comes, which, if it were granted, 
would disfranchise the citizen of his rights, and turn from house and home 
many indigent femilies and many worthy characters who have deserved well 
of the Republic. The Ministere of the Protestant Episcopal Church would 
not then have the pleaang prospect before them of living in a land of peace 
and equal liberty, but all the horrors of proscription and exile ; for if in one 
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pariah the rights of the Protestant Episcopal Society he violated, so they may 
be in every parish in VJr^nia. And the question concerning the sale of the 
Glebe helon^ng to Antrim Parish in this county, involves, in fact, the ques- 
tion respecting the sale of the whole. 

" BthJy, Because to grant the prayer of the Petition for the sale of oar 
Glebe would very much interrupt the peace and harmooy of this country, 
and involve your Remonstrants and many others in much needless altercation 
and controversy. 

"The dispute in itself has too near an affinity to religion not to partia- 

nte in much of that animosity and rancour, which ai'e the unhappy 
its of religious controversy. It dii'ectly militates against that wise and 
Christian maxim in our Declaration of lUghte, which affirms it to he the 
' mutual duty of all to practise Christian forbearance, love, and charily 
towai'ds each other ;' and we are confident this House will patronize no 
attempt that has a contrary tendency. And, 

" 6lhly. We remonstrate against this Petition for the sale of our Glebe, 
and all others of a aimilai' nature, because in ils whole t«nor we conceive it 
to be vexatious, unreasonable, unprecedented, and unjust; because it fends to 
destroy our political happiness ; because it threatens to unnerve our Constitu- 
tion and laws ; and because it can be productive of no pnblick good, but may 
be pi'oductive of much pubhck evil. 

" These, gentlemen, iffe the principles on which we remonstrate ; they are 
the principles in whidi we have lived, which we teach our posterity, and in 
which we hope to die. And we trust thb Honourable House will not, as it 
tendera the preservation of publiok t^th and puhlick peace, encroach on the 
rights of the peaceable, — rights which a very numerous part of your 
constituents maintain, and which we, your Remonstrants, hold most sacred 
and dear. 

" And we pray that this House will come to some resolution indicative of 
its displeasure, at least, declai'ative of its sense in the most explicit and 
decisive tenor, r^pecting any Petition for the sale of a Glebe occupied hy a 
Mnisfer, if the money arising from the sale is to be appropriated to a 
different purpose ; and that it will adopt such other measures as m its wisdom 
it may deem most eligible for a farther confirmation and se u ty of the nghls 
and property now enjoyed by the Protestant Episcopal Chu 1 -md fo tiie 
prevention of future attempts to invade them. Such n u s a thes we 
are persuaded, would soon put an end to this disagi hi n( t, would 
contribute greatly towards the promotion of peace, piety and n al ty and 
more effectually diffuse their happy influence over the mm 1b f th peoj le at 
large. 

"And your Remonstrants and Petitioners will, as in duty hound, ever 
pray." 
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Address of the Rector of Antrim Parish, Virginia., to the Members of the 
Church, on the proposed Sale of the Glebes in Virginia. 

" BnETHRSN ; 

" When I solicit your atteution to what I have just now to 
say concerning the sale of tlie Glebea, I am well aware of the ditFerenee 
of sentiment which exists with regard to the subject. I have only to request 
of you to lay passion and prejudice aside, and calmly and impartially weigh 
the arguments I shall offer. 

" It is, I believe, generally known, tliat for several years past, memorials 
and petitions have been presented to the Assembly by the Baptisls for the 
sale of the Glebe Lands vested by law in the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
this State. These petitions have still been rejected by the Assembly, and 
genevaily by a very considerable majority ; the members from the upper 
counties, where there are but few glebes, and few of the Episcopal profession, 
voting almost to a man in favour of the Baptist memorial; and those from 
the middle and lower counties generally opposing it So long has this 
etru^le continued, so much money has it cost the country, so much offence 
has it given to sober Chiistians of all pewuasions, and so little prospect is 
there of its being terminated according to the wish of the Baptists, that even 
ihsy and their abettors begin to be convinced, that to persist in presenting 
memorials of that kind will never be productive of the intended effect. 

"The attention of the Baptists, therefore, is now turned towards effecting 
a sale of the G-lebe Lands in each county separately. Accordingly a petition 
has lately been drawn np by , for the sale of the glebe in this 

parish, which I presently occupy, and sent out among the people, or soon 
wiU be, in order to obtain subscribers. 

" This is a brief statement of tlie case, as far as has come within my 
knowledge. And, on the present occasion, I do not mean to lay before you 
the variety of arguments which is urged on either ..ide, or to weary your 
attention by a multiplicity of words. 1 only design just now to submit a few 
things not unworthy the consideration, I think, of every impartial and honest 

"To begin at the source, therefore, of this dispute. You know that before 
the late happy revolution in this country, the Church of England, the same, 
except in some points of discipline, with ours at this day, was the established 
religion in Vii^nia. But when the British yoke was thrown off, these Stat^ 
became sovereign, free, and independent, not only with respect to dvil afiiurs, 
but with regard to religious affairs also. Accordingly, in the Declaration of 
Rights made by the Representatives of the good people of Virginia, met at 
Wilhamsburg, in May, 1776, it is said ; 'That Religion, or the duty which 
we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be directed 
only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence ; and therefore all 
men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the 
dictates of conscience; and that it is the mutual duty of all to practise 
ChrLstian forbearance, love, and chaiity towards each other.' 

" But this only goes so fer as to establish free toleration, by declaring tliat 
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' all msa are equally enljUed to the fi'ee exercise of religion.' Stilt, however, 
there was a religion established by law, and all other sects were obliged to 
contribute to the support of the estabUshed Church. This was an jatolerable 
grievance, and loudly called for redress. And it was not long before it was 
I'edressed. For by the fiiBt Gsner^ Assembly that ever met in Vir^nia after 
the forraation of our State Constitution, at Williamsburg, in October, 1';'76, 
it was enacted, 'That all dissenters, of whatever denomination, from the. 
Church eatabli^ed by law, shall, from and after the passing of this Act, fee 
totally free and exempt from all levies, taxes, and impositions whatever, 
towards supporting and maintaining the said Church, as it now is or hereafter 
may be established, and its ministers,' And in tie very next section, the 
glebes and Churches, with their appurtenances, are vested in the church at 
that time, and ever since, possessing them, in the following words : ' And be 
it fiirther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there shall in all time 
coming be saved and I'cserved to the use of the Church by law established the 
several tracfa of Glebe lands already purchased, the churches and chapels 
already built, and such as were begun or contiiicted for before the passing of 
■ 1 Act, for the use of the Parishes, all books, plate, and ornaments 
or appropriated to the use of the said Church, and all an'ears of 
■ tobacco arising from former assessments or otherwise; and that 
there shall moreover be saved or reserved to the use of such Parishes as may 
have received private donatJonsj for the better support of the said Church 
and its Ministers, the perpetual benefit and enjoyment of all such donations' 

" This Act, seemingly, gave universal satisfaction to the Baptists and other 
dissenters at die time it was passed ; hut in a few years ailer, they began to 
petition to have that part of it repealed which makes over the Glebes and 
Churches to the Protestant Episcopal Society, and have continued to petition 
dmost every As.semhly to have this property sold, 

" The principal arguments they make use of to support their plea, are the 
following : 

" 1st. As most of the Glebe lands were ori^naily purchased with money 
levied upon the people at large^ they say that in whatever County a majority 
of the people wish these lands to be sold, they ought to be sold, and the 
money refunded, or apphed to some other use. 

"The sentiments of the majority of the people, I allow, are always entitled 
to much attention ; but when they petitioned to have an establishment of 
religion annulled, as it justly was, almost twenty years ago, then was the time 
for them to insist also on a sale of the Glebes and Churches. Whereas, in 
this petition at that time, they prayed for no such thing, although their claim 
at that day vras just aa good as it is now. And if in one instance, they 
petition for money to he given back, which was paid under the British 
Government, it is equally just that they should do so m every case, 

"If they say that the laws were oppre^ve which compelled them to 
snppoi't a religion from which at that time they dissented, then let them 
reeollect how few were disseniera when the Glebes were originally purehaaed, 
and that, even upon their own piinciples, if a part of the original purchase 
money is to be given bacli, it ought to be a part only in proportion to that 
number who then were dissenters. For if they, fi'om conBeieutious motives, 
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have dissented fi'om their forefathers, they can with no justice now have any 
retrospective view or clsum to what was dona hy their ancestors with a good 



" Whatever was then done with respect to religious affairs was done by the 
authority of those laws and that government under which we then lived. 
Many of these laws are now repealed, and especially those which had the 
least respect to an establishment of religion ; and that government we wisely 
rqected for one of our own. And under our present constitution and laws, 
property of every kind is secured to the individuals and bodies who are the 
rightful holdera thereof, by everything firm and sacred which the laws of God 
and of our country have devised. Glebra and Churches are held and enjoyed 
by ministers and vestries, by as good a right aa each of you hold your private 

" You know that in this country landed property has always been coa- 
aidered in the eye of the law as the most sacred of any, and that she puts 
forth her hand with reluctance to seize it. And once the Le^slative body 
passes an Act veatjng in any individual or society any landed estate, there 
must be cogent and weighty reasons indeed to move it to rescind a confirma- 
tion made of that kind of property which, in its own nature, is the moat 
permanent, and rendered the most fixed and stable of any, by the nature of 
our laws. We are not now in the heat of a revolution. Everything has 
been settled on a sure foundation, by a free Convention of the people. Nor 
do I conceive that any innovations can now take place, at least, until another 
Convention is called with similar powers. For should the Assembly pass an 
Act to take^ away from one society the property it has always enjoyed since 
file firet settlement of this country, — and by their own grant, for nearly now 
these twenty years, — it would be a fluctuation in law, if not an innovation of 
right, which, I think, highly inimical to the spirit of our constitution, and, I 
am confident, is without precedent in Vii^nia. I allow that principle is not 
to be regulated by precedent But if the principle be of suspicious or 
dubious tendency, it certainly stands ia need of tbe authority of precedent, 
before it is suffered to be introduced. 

" The Glebes did originally belong to the country at large, and they still 
are for the use of the country at large, agreeable to the purpose for which 
they were first set apart, for the churches are open to all without discrimina- 
tion, and the services of minister are tenderwl to all on the same tonus. 
But the country at large did, by its representatives, at the commencement of 
the revolution, vest them in a particular society. And now to petition the 
Assembly to take back what it has already given, is to petition them to 
introduce a fatal precedent with respect to the right by which property in 
general is held, — to trample the rights of one society under their feet, and 
destroy that confidence which the people ought always to have in the faith 
of the Le^slature. 

"2dly. The Baptists urge, that hy holding this property, a certain pre-emi- 
nence and superiority is conferred on us, whidi is odious in Eepublican 
Governments. 

" But the constitution of this country is founded on equality, and abhors 
distinctions of every kind in its laws. The laws themselves cannot, and dare 
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not, without a violation of right, confer snperiority or exclusive privilegea on 
any one denomination of Christians above anotlier. If we enjoy any pre- 
eminence above thenn, I am sure it is not dejived to us from that quarter. 

" But they give out that they are afi'aid of an establishment, and that thmr 
consider the Glebes as the foundation of a religious establishment. But it la 
impos^ble there can be any such thing as a religious eatabhshment in 
America as long as there is a free government Nor do I beheve there are 
ten men in this county, of any discernment, who wish or expect such a thing. 
Yet I have often heard it said of the Episcopalians, by those of a different 
religious perauasion, that they generally wished to have their Church esta- 
blidied by law. But the reproach is unjust. This spirit prevails no more 
among us than it does among others. Our Chui'ch can support itself without 
an establishment ; and if it does not, why it ought not to exist. And I do 
not hesitate to say, that in her present stat*, she is more pure and perfect as a 
Church than ever she was under the establishment. 

"And as we enjoy no pre-eminence by law, so we clwra none; but the 
rights which aj'e ours already by law, we cannot think of relicquiahing ; 
because if these rights are given up at the request of one sect, we cannot tell 
but we ahail be obliged to deliver up othei's still dearer unto us; and that 
when they shall have it in their power to depiive the Episcopal society of the 
property which it enjoys, — they may next proceed to deprive it of the free 
exerdse of its religion, and estab!iah their own upon its ruins. 

" Sdly. They quote the fourth Article of the Declaration of Rights to 
support their assertion, that the Act vesting the Glebe lands in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church is unconstitutional. 

"That Article declares, 'That no man, or set of men, are entitled to 
exclusive or sepai'ate emoluments or privileges from the community, but in 
consideration of pubKek services.' Hei'e they would insist, that, as we enjoy 
the Glebes, we enjoy ' exclusive emoluments from the community.' They 
mijfht as soon say that the Members of fbe Council and Paiish Ministers 
under the British Government, who are now living in this State, enjoy 
'exclusive emoluments from the community,' For the money which pai-tly 
purchased the estates they now live on, was certainly paid them by the 
piiblick. If we enjoyed any ' exclusive emoluments ft'om the community,' it 
would be something which was paid for by this community since the revolu- 
tion ; whereas the community gave no emolument or new grant to the 
Church ; it only confirmed to her what from the beginning was her's, and has 
ever since been in her possession. Most of the Glebes were purchased and 
prnd for one hundred years before the revolution ; and in many counties, 
from the frequent migrations to the western country and to other States, it is 
very questionable whether there be one third of the inhabitants remaining 
whose ancestors paid for the purchase of a Glebe. So that if they petition 
for the sale of them because their ancestors paid for them, it will be very 
difficult, if not impossible, to find out to whom the money is now owing. It 
they say that the Country or the State first purchased them, and that tiiey 
are to be given back to the Country or State, then it should be remembered 
that tbe State has already pledged its legislative faith, that they shall, 'in all 
time coming,' remain to the use of one religious society, according to the 
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inteDtion for which they were originally giTcii. And for the State to take 
back what it.onee gave, would be fiilly as anjust as for one individual to take 
back what he formerly made ovei»fo another. 

" But it is unfortunate for them, that tiis article which they quote has not, 
I think, the smallest allusion to the point in dispute. lis intention ia to 
prevent hereditary honours, offices, or emoluments in the civil government, 
This the connection of the whole Article makes pMn — ' That no man or set 
of men are entitled to exclusive oi- separate emoluments or privileges from the 
community, but in consideration of.publiok services; which, not being 
descendible, neither, ought the ofEcea of jiiagistrate, k ' ' ' 



"Influenced by these and arguments of a similar kind, the House of 
Del^ates have hitherto negatived the prayer of the Memorial and Petition 
offered by the Baptjsfs, But an attempt is now made to sell the Glebe lands 

belonging to this Parish, by a petition from the county , which will 

soon be circulated for this purpose, in order to procui'e as many subscribers as 
po^ible, 

" In relation to the sale of this Glebe in particular, peiinit me to observe a 
few things. 

" This Petition, therefore, for the aa!e of the Glebe in this Pariah, or in 
any other Parish, let it be signed by ever so many, will certainly be opposed 
in the House of Delegates, and I am confident wiO be rejected hy a consider- 
able majority, for it involves the main question for the sale of all the Glebes 
iu the State. The Vestry of this Paiiah hold their glebe lands by the very 
same right as all other Glebes in the State are held ; and if the law is violated 
in one instance, it may be ao in twenty. 

" It is true there have been several Glebes sold by Act of Assembly, and 
the money applied to a different purpose ; but it has been in such Parishes 
only where there was no minister or vestry, or for some other weighty rea- 
sons. But that a Glebe should be sold while it was occupied by a Minister, or 
that a petition should be presented for such a purpose, I know of no instance 
in Virginia, 

"But, behold, here is a petition brought forward for the sale of the Glebe 
which I occupy ; a Glebe which I piwcured neither by intrigue nor by stealth, 
but honestly and openly, and on which I have lived without interruption for 
several years. And what is it now that I have done, that I should be 
compelled to give up the privileges I have hitherto enjoyed? Have I taken 
a sixpence from any man by fraud or by oppression ? Have I told lies ? Am 
I guilty of robbery, drunkenness, or mui'der ? Or what black and enormous 
crime am I to be charged with, that I should foifeit the lights of a citizen? 
On the contraiy, has not my manner of life, since I came among yon, been 
BufSciently known? I am not ignorant that on several occasions reports have 
been whispered prejudicial to my character. But I challenge any man to 
step forth, if he dare, and say anything in any company, and before my 
fece, which an honest man would blush to own. In the discharge of my 
office I have industriously avoided all subjects of a controversial and inflana- 
matory nature, though at the same time I have used all freedom in delivering 
my own aentiments,— a privilege I always will exercise. For as I know not, 
so I care not, to dissemble. I value the approbation cf mine own mind more 
than that of all mankind. 
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"The friends of this petition are very confident of having a great majority 
of the freeholders and other inhahitanta of this county as subscribers. I 
shall not attempt to undeceive them. It is Yei7 probable they will. But of 
the unprejudiced, of those who are ayeise from contention and discord, of the 
well-informed and peaceable, I hope they will have very few. The promoters 
of it also do evevytting they can to mate it interest and agitate the minds of 
the people at lai'ge. But in fact, it is a matter of no such high concernment. 
It is a matter of small consequence to the county whether tie Glebe be sold 
or not. They, however, have their own views. They know that as long; as 
they are the heroes of the day they will not be forgotten. But if they ate 
truly patriots; if they vrish to promote the peace and prosperity of their 
county, let them abet no partial and party schemes, and gratify one part of 
its inhabitants at the expense of the other ; but let them devise some plan 
equally beneficial to the whole ; let them introduce among us manufactui'ers, 
01' open to us channels by which we can moi'e easily find a maiket for the 
eommodities we now have to spare.. These, and such like, are objects more 
worthy the attention of Friends to the People, and would confer on them 
more deserved and more lasting popularity. 

"Those who favonr this plan should also consider, that no material advan- 
tage can be derived from the sale of the Glebe, either to themselves or to 
others. You think, perhaps, it would annihilate the Church. If it should, 
would that be of any advantage to yon ? or would you wish to give power 
to one denomination of Christians to trample upon another? They will next 
trample upon yourselves. Although the Baptists are the most nnmerous sect 
in this county at pi'csent, they may not he so always. We find that liist one 
sect has its day, and then another. In short, there can be nothing mora 
variable and fluctuating than the state of religious sects with regard to 
' decadency or increase. And in this county, it is a truth too plain and too 
lamentable, that, notwithstanding the nnmber of preacheis, there is not one 
half of the people at large who are in church communion with any denomi- 
nation of Christians. They have joined no church. They attend regularly 
at no place of publick worship, and generally are veiy indifferent with regard 
to religious affairs. To these people it is a matter of no concern whether the 
Glebe be sold or not. They will, when asked, give their voices for it or 
against it, according to the prevailing opinion in the company where they 
may be, or in the neighbouihoods where they hve. 

" You, however, who have the smallest concern for the interests of religion 
in genera! and the peace and happiness of our county, bat moi'e particularly 
all freeholders who have a respect for the constitution and laws of our 
country, and are unbiassed by party views, I would have seriously consider 
and think what you are called upon to do, when you are solicited to sign 
these petitions for the sale of the Glebe. You are called upon to give your 
voice for taking away from one religious society the property they have 
always possessed, and that without an equivalent, and deprive a fellow-citizen, 
myself, of his just rights, who has had no oUier object in view than to 
promote your dearest interests. This appeal's so iniquitous and unjust, so 
arbitrary and persecuting, that I have no doubt it partly excites your 
righteous indignation as well as mine. 

" I have lived on the Glebe since I have been Minister of the Parish, and 
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moat of what I have received for my services has been expended in repairing 
and improving the plantation. These repairs have been of considerable value, 
and though my word, I expect, will not he doubted by any person present, 
yet I wish none to take it upon that authority alone. I am willing to 
submit their value to the determination of a juiy. And if the Glebe is sold, 
I shall thus have expended the little I had to spare for the puUielc, to whom, 
when divided among them, it will be little more than nothing. 

" For if the Glebe were sold, what would it be to tlie whole county ? It 
would fetch little more than £200, perhaps not so rauch in I'eady money. 
This would not pay half your Couniy and Parish levies for one year. Indeed, 
the proportion which would fall to the shai'e of eveiy man is too insignificanl^ 
and not worth the attention of any freeholder whatever. And, therefore, to 
agitate and inflame the public mind concerning a matter of so trivial impor- 
tance to the county at large, must be done wiui no other end than to gratify 
the wishes of a party, or to promote selfish and particular views. 

"The Baptists say thw do not petition for the sale of the Glebes on 
account of their value. Neither need we wish to hold them on account of 
their value, but as a matter of right. The one I occupy has hitherto brought 
me eveiy year into debt, authentic accounts of which I can at any time 
produce. If the law, however, which vests the Glebes in ua be unconstitu- 
tional and oppressive, if it be contraiy to the principles pervading Republican 
Governments and free States, for God's sake let it be repealed. But if it is 
not; if the law is constitutional; if it secures rights which we hold dear as 
life and liberty itself; if it is wished to be repealed to gratify the views of 
one religious sect, then let it stand fast as the piUaw of justice, and secure 
not only to us the rights which we presently enjoy, but to our posterity for 
ever. 

" To the preachers, and other members of the Baptist Church, who are 
zealous in promoting this Petition, I would take the liberty of observing, that 
as this, at best, is but a circumstance of a political nature, it seems not with 
any proprie^ to come so particularly under the cognizance of those who 
labour in the vineyard of Christ. Ministers, to be sure, are men; and i!hef 
have dvil rights to defend ; but this dispute is too nearly connected with 
reli^on not to partake of much of that animosity and rancour which ai'e the 
unhappy effects of religious controversy. How different is this from the 
mild spirit of that I'cligion which breathes unanimity, forgiveness, meekness, 
and peace ! When we ourselves make it appear by our conduct, that 
Christianity has so litde power over our heails, can it be supposed that ever 
we will recommend it to the est«em of others 3 The infidel wiU never believe 
US, and the libertine will get confirmed in his vicious practices. Alas ! we 
pull down with our own hands that Church of Christ which we ought to 
build up and defend. We fill the minds of the community, moreover, with 
'wrath, hatred, and emulations, envyings, and strife.' How long shall it be 
before the doctrines of the Son of God have fiill influence on the minds of 
men ! How long shall this land, the asylum of ail nations, be filled with 
contention ? When shall we fully prize the blessings we enjoy? We might 
now sit eveiy man at peace 'under his own vine, and under that fair Tree of 
Liberty which we planted.' But, alas ! the cankei'-worm of Je ' " ' 

its foliage ; the whirlwinds of discord threaten to root it out ft 
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" On you, however, who are attached to this Church, and who in your 
respective neighbourhoods must have some influence, I must place lay sole 
dependence for obviating the efforts which are now making to ruin your 
Church ; and parUcularly that you will be industrious in procuring as many 
subscribers as possible to the remonstrances which I shall put into your hands. 
The issue of the afiair will not depend on the number of subscribeTs, though 
it may be materially affected by it. For me to take an active part, iatther 
than by endeavouring to set it in a fair and just light before the pubUc mind, 
would be indelicate and improper, TIus Is not so much my business aa 
yours. And unless strenuous exOTtions are now made, the event may be very 
unfortunate for your Church. If the Glebe is sold, it will affect neither my 
reputation nor my property ; but if it is, the church in this Parish, and in a 
great many others in Virginia, will well nigh be ruined. Yes, that Chuixii 
which I believe in my confidence to he as pure as any at this day on earth, 
will be left without a vestige of her memory in the land. She will fall, as a 
bright star from heaven, and be lost in perpetual night. Unfortunate she ! 
she has ' nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against 
her.' Like the sun in an unclouded sky, she was once the fight and glory of 
this land; and shall she set in darkness and rise no more! Forbid it, 
heaven ! forbid it, justice : forbid it, honour, 

" I myself, whilst holding the station which I possess, will,! trust, discharge 
my duty wilii fidelity. If we are all united and act in concert, the effect we 
can produce will be considerable. Adversity is the fire which purifieth the 
Church. Thi'ough many such she hath passed, and oars when tried in that 
fiirnace will eome forth still more pure. That at the present crisis you may 
act your pails with firmness as her fi'iends, having due regard at the same 
time to the Christian character, is my earnest recommendation. Providence 
will thus smile on our labours, and conduct them at length to a happy issue. 
Conscience will approve of our conduct ; and death will inti'oduee ua to 
glory. 

"AntrimGiebe, Halifax, June 4lh, 1795." 
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MR. HENDERSON WALKER 



LORD BISHOP OF LONDON. 



" May it plbasb youb Lordship : 



" North Catolioa, 9lBt October, 1 



" The great and pious designs of your Lordship towards 
these American Parts for the Propagation of the Christian Church, of which 
you are so pious and good a Pillar, imboldens me to lay hefore your Lordship 
the present State of North Carolina as to their Christian well-being; and I 
was the more encouraged to do it hy reason that our Lords Proprietors were 
- pleased to write to us concerning Mr. Bray, your Lordship's Commissary, 
coming to visit us. 

"My Lord, we have been settled neer this fifty year? in this place, and I 
may justly say most part of twenty-one years on my own knowledge without 
Priest or Altar, and before that time, according to all that appears to me, 
much woi'se. George Fos: some years ago came into these parte, and by 
strange infatuations did infuse the Quakers' Prindples into some sm.all number 
of the people, which did and hath continued to grow ever since very numerous 
by reason of their yearly seoding in men to encourage and exhort them to 
their wicked principles ; and here was none to dispute nor to oppose them in 
carrying on their pernicious principles for many years, till God of his infinite 
goodness was pleased to inspire the Rev. Df. Bray some time about four years 
ago to send in some books of his own particular pious gift of the explanation 
of the Church Catechism, with some other small books to be disposed of and 
lent as we thought fit, did in some measure put a stop to their growth ; and 
about a yeai' after did send to us a library of books for the benefit of this 
place, given by the honourable the Corporation for the establishiug of the 
Christian reli^on, by one Mr. Daniel Bret, a minister appointed for tliis place. 
He for about half a year behaved himself in a modest inanner, but after that 
in a most horrid manner ; broke out in such an extravagant course that I 
am ashamed to express his carraige, it being in so high nature. It hath been 
a great trouble and grief to us who have a great veneration for the Church 
that the first minister that was sent to us ^ould prove so ill as to give 
the Dissenters so much occasion to chaise us with him. My Lord, I humbly 
beg^ you to believe that we do not thii3c that the Itev. Dr. Bray knew any 
tlung of the life and conversations of the man. We did about this time two 
years, with a great deal of care and management, get an Assembly, and we 
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passed an act for building of churches and establishing a mainf«nance for a 
minister amongbt us, and m puvsuance thereto we have built one chureh, and 
there is two moie a going forwird, and his Excellency Francis Nicholson, 
Es^T Governor of Virginia, was pleased of his pious goodness to give us £10 
fo each church, and we sent copies of that act of Assembly to our Lords 
proprietors to get the same ratified, and likewise a copy to Dr. Bray to 
entreat his favour with them to obtain a Eatificaljon, whidi we are in hopes 
to obtain this shipping, but they not being come we are in a great loss. My 
Lord, I humbly beg leave to inform you tfiat we have an Assembly to sit the 
3d November next, and there is above one half of the Bui^;esses that are 
chosen are Quakers and have declared their designs of making void the act 
for establishing the Church ; if your Lordship out of your good and pious 
cai'e of us doth not put a stop fo their growth, we shall the most part, 
espedally the children bom here, become heathens. I humbly entreat your 
Lordship to send some worthy good man amongst ns to regMn the Flock, and 
BO perfect us in onr duty to God, and establish us by his Doctrine, life, and 
convei'satjon in the fuadamentalls of our Christian profession that we in our 
time and those as come hereafter, may bless God that he has raised up so 
noble a pillar as your Lordship to regain tiiose who are going astray, and put 
a stop to the pernicious growing Principles of the Quakers. 

" Your Lordship may see the copj? of onr act by Dr. Bray, and I humbly 
beg your Lordship's Pardon for giving you this b'ouble, and take leave to 
subscribe myself, 

" My Lord, 

"Tour most humble and obedient servant, 

"Henderson WALiiER." 
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